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BOO RK uv. 
CHAP. I. 


Of the new and agreeable adventure that happened to 
the curate and barber, in the brown mountain. 


HRICE happy and fortunate was that age which 

oduced the moſt audacious knight Don Quix- 
otè de la Mancha, in conſequence of whoſe honourable 
reſolution, to reſtore and revive the loſt, and, as it 
were, buried order of knight-errantry; we of theſe 
times, enjoy the agreeable entertainment, not only of 
his own true and delightſul adventures; but, alſo the 
intervening epiſodes, which are no leſs real, artful and 
delicious, than the main hiſtory itſelf, the twiſted, reel- 
ed and ravelled thread of which is continued thus. 

Juſt as the curate was ready to offer ſome conſola- 
tion to Cardenio, he was prevented by a voice that 
ſaluted his ears in theſe mournſul accents: “ Would 
to God! I could find a place to ſerve as a private tomb 
for this weariſome burthen of life, which I bear fo 
much againſt my inclination! this very ſpot will yield 
me what I aſk, if I can truſt the ſolitary appearance of 
theſe mountains, Alas! how much more agreeable is 
the company of theſe rocks and thickets, which give 
me opportunities of complaining to heaven, than that 
of faithleſs man ! ſince nature hath not creatcd one of 
A 2 whom 
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whom I could reaſonably expect advice in difficulty, 
comfort in affliction, or remedy in diſtreſs !” 

This exclamation was diſtinaly averheard by the 
prieſt and his company, who concluded that the per- 
ſon who ſpoke muſt be. hard by, aroſe to make further 
inquiry, and had not gone twenty paces, when behind 
the fragment of a rock they perceived a boy fitting un- 
der an aſh-tree, in the habit of a peaſant, who, as he 
ſtooped in order to waſh his:feet in a brook that mur- 
mured by him, could not perceive their approach, which 
was managed with ſoftneſs and filence, while his whole 
attention was employed in bathing his legs, that ſeem- 
ed two chryſtal pillars, which had been produced among 
the pebbles in the rill, They were ſurprized at the 


whiteneſs and beauty of his feet, which they could not 


believe had been formed to tread the clods, and follow 
the cattle or plough, as his dreſs would have ſeemed to 
intimate; and the curate, who went foremoſt, finding 
himſelf ſtill unperceived by the youth, made ſigns to 


the reſt to crouch down, or hide themſelves behind a 
neighbouring oak. This being done, all three ſtood 


gazing attentively at the apparition, which was clad in 
a double-ſkirted grey Jacket, girt about the middle with 
a white napkin, and wore breeches and hoſe of the 
ſame cloth, with a grey hunting-cap upon his head; 
the hoſe being pulled up to the middle of his leg, which 
aQually ſeemed of white alabaſter. Having waſhed 
his delicate feet, he. wiped them with an handkerchief, 
which he took out of his cap, and in ſo doing, lifted u 

his head, ſhewing to the byſtanders, a face of fach 
exquiſite does that Cardenio ſaid in a whiſper, to 
the curate, ** Since that is not *Lucinea, it can be no 
earthly, but ſome celeſtial being“ The youth taking 
off his cap, and ſhaking his head, à large quantity at 
hair, that Apollo himſelf might envy, flowed down upon 
his ſhoulders, and diſcovered to the ſpeQators, that the 
ſuppoſed peaſant.was no other than a woman, the moſt 
delicate and handſome that the curate and barber had 
ever beheld; or even Cardenio, had he not ſeen and 
been acquainted with Lucinda, who alone, as he after- 
wards owned, could contend-with -her in beauty. Her 
golden locks fell down in ſuch length and quantity, as 
5 not 
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not*only covered her ſhoulders, but alſo concealed ever 
other part of her body except her feet: and, inſtead of 
a comb ſhe made uſe of her hands, which, it her feet 
looked like cryſtal-in the brook, appeareck among her 
hair like moulds of drifted ſnow.- All theſe circum- 
ſtances increaſing the deſire of the byſtanders, to 
know u ho ſhe was, they reſolved to ſhew themſelves, 
and at the ſtir they made in acvancing, the beauteous 
phantom raiſed her head, and parting her locks with 
both hands, to ſee what oecaſioned the noiſe ſhe heard, 
no ſooner perceived them than ſhe ſtarted up, and, with- 
out ſtaying to put on her ſhoe, or tie up her hair, 
ſeized a bundle that lay by her, and betook herſelf to 
flight, full of conſternation and ſurprize: but, ſhe had 
not run fix yards, when her delicate feet, unable to 
bear the roughneſs of the ſtones, failed under her, and 
ſhe fell to the ground. This accident being perceived 
by the other three, they ran to her aſſiſtance, and the 
curate approaching her firſt. ** Stay, madam, ſaid he, 
whoſoever you are; thoſe whom you ſee have no other 
deſign than that of doing you ſervice : therefore, there 
is no neceſſity for your attempting ſuch a precipitate 
flight, which neither your own feet nor our inclination 
will allow.” To this addreſs ſhe made no reply, being 
quite aſtoniſhed and confuſed z but, the orief taking 
her by the hand, proceeded in this manner: Madam, 
tho? your dreſs concealed, your hair hath diſcovered 
manileſt ſigns, that it muſt be no ſlight cauſe which 
hath ſhrouded your . in ſuch unworthy diſguiſe, 
and brought you to this ſolitude, where it is our for- 
tune to find you; and to offer, if not a certain remedy 
for your misfortune, at leaſt our beſt advice: for, no 
grievance can haraſs or drive the afflicted to ſuch ex- 
tremity, while liſe remains, as to make them ſhot their 
ears againſt that counſel which is given with the moſt 
humane and benevolent intention. Wherefore, madam, 
or fir, or what you pleaſe to, be, recolle& yourſelf 
from the confuſion in which the ſight of us has thrown 
you, and tell us the particulars of your good or evil 
fortune, in full aſſurance of finding us altogether, or 
each by himſelf, diſpoſed to ſympathize with your at- 
fliftion.” 

43 While 
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While the curate pronounced theſe words, the diſ- 


Eviſed damſel ſtood wrapt in attention, gazing at them 


all round, without moving her lips, or uttering one 
ſyllable, like a country village gaping at rarities which 
he had never ſeen before: bur the prieſt inforcing what 
he had ſaid, with other arguments to the ſame effect, 
ſhe heaved a profound ſigh, and broke ſilence, ſaying, 
« Since theſe ſolitary mountains have not been able to 
conceal me, and my looſe difhevelled hair allows me 
not to diſguiſe the truth, it would be in vain for me to 
feign ſuch things as your reaſon could not believe, tho? 
your courteſy might excuſe them. On that ſuppoſition, 
I thank you, gentlemen, for your humane offer, which 
lays me under the obligation of giving you all the ſatiſ- 
faction you deſire; tho' I am afraid, that the relation 
I ſhall make of my misfortunes, will inſtead of compaſ- 
ſion, excite your diſguſt; for, you will find it impoſ- 
ſible either to cure my woes, or teach me to bear them 
with fortitude : but, nevertheleſs, that my reputation 
may not ſuffer in your opinion, as you have diſcovered 
me to be a woman, and a young one, alone, and in 
this diſguiſe; circumſtances, which conſidered either 
together or apart, might prejudice my good name in 
this world; I will freely diſcloſe to you, thoſe things, 
which if poſſible, I would have willingly concealed.” 
All this preamble was uttered in a breath by the beau- 
_ tiful apparition, with ſuch volubility of tongue, and 
ſweetneſs of voice, that they admired her good ſenſe 
as much as her beauty; and repeating their proffers of 
- ſervice, as well as their intreaties, that ſhe would per- 
form her promiſe ; ſhe, without further importunity, 
put on her ſhoes with great modeſty, adjuſted her hair 
and ſat down in the midſt of her three hearers, upon a 
ſeat in the rock, where, after having endeavoured to 
repreſs a few tears that ſtarted in her eyes, ſhe with a 
clear and delicate voice, began the ſtory of her life, 
in this manner : 2 
In this province of Andaluſia, there is a place, 
from whence a certain duke, one of thoſe who are call- 
ed grandees of Spain, derives his title: he hath two 
ſons, the eldeſt of whom is heir to his eſtate, and, in 
all appearance, to his good qualities ; but, the CO 
| INNETUS 
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inherits nothing that I know, but the treachery of Vel- 
lido and falſehood of Galalon. To this nobleman my 
parents are vaſſals, and tho* low in pedigree, ſo conſi- 
derable in wealth, that if their deſcent was equal to their 
fortune, they would have had nothing more to de- 
fire 3 nor I the mortification of ſeeing myſelf in this 
diſtreſs: for, I believe my misfortunes proceed from 
their defect in point of birth, which tho? not ſo mean as 
to make them aſhamed of their origin, is not ſplendid 
enough to overthrow my conjeEture about the fource 
of my affliction : in ſhort, they are farmers, of a plain 
honeſt family, without-the leaſt intermixture of Moor- 
iſh blood, but, as the ſaying is, old, ruſty Chriſtians ; 
ay, and fo ruſty, that-b their riches and opulent way of 
living, they are gradually acquiring the title of gentle- 
folks, nay of quality ; tho” what they prized above all 
riches and title, was their happineſs in having me for 
their daughter ; and therefore, as they had no other 
child to inherit. their eſtate, and were naturally the moft 
affeCtionate of parents, I was beloved and indulged by 
them, with the utmoſt degree of parental fondneſs, I was 
the mirrour in Which they beheld themſelves, the, ſtaff 
of their age, and ſhared with heaven their whole atten- 
tion and deſires, with which, as they were pure and un- 
blemiſhed, my own perfectly eorretrobted and there- 
fore, I was [miſtreſs of their affection as well as their 
wealth. By my advice, they received and diſmiſſed 
their: ſervants: the tale and account of what was both 
ſowed and reaped, paſſed thro* my hands, I managed 
the oil-mills, the vineyards, the herds and flocks, the 
bee-hives, and every thing that ſuch a rich farmer as my 
father may be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs : in ſhort, I was 
ſteward and miſtreſs, and a&ed with fuch care and œ- 
conomy, that I ſhould not find it eaſy to exaggerate 
the pleaſure and ſatisfaction which my parents enjoyed. 
Thoſe parts of the day that remained, after I had given 
all due attention to the herdſmen, overſeers, and other 
day-labourers, I employed in exerceiſes e ually decent 
and neceſſary for young women, ſuch as lace-making, 
needle-work, and ſpinning; and, if at any time, I in- 
terrupted theſe employments, in order to recreate the 
mind, I entertained myſelf with ſome religious book, 
; A4 or 
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or diverſified my amuſement with the harp; being con- 
vinced by experience, that muſic lulls the difordered 

thoughts, and elevates the dejected ſpirits. - Such was 
the life I led in my father's houſe ; and if I have de- 
ſcribed it too minutely, it is not thro? oftentation, in 
order to diſplay our riches, but, with a view of mani- 
feſting how innocently I forfeited that happy ſituation, 
and incurred the * of my preſent ſtate. While | 
paſſed my time in theſe occupations, my retirement was 
ſuch as almoſt equalled that of a nunnery; being ſeen 
by no body, as 1 thought, but the ſervants of the fami- 
ly ; for, I went to mals early in the morning, accompa- 
nied by my mother and the maids; and veiled with 
ſuch reſerve, that my eyes ſcarce beheld the ground on 
which I trod: yet, nevertheleſs, I Was perceived by thoſe 
of love, or rather libertiniſm, which even exceeds the 
„ in penetration, and then poſſeſſed the faculties of 


on Fernando, younger fon of the duke whom I have 


already mentioned. 


She no ſooner mentioned the name of Don Fernando, 
than Cardenio changed colour and began to ſweat 
with ſuch agitation, that the curate and barber per- 
ceiving it, were afraid he would be ſeized with one of 
thoſe fits of diſtraction which, as they had heard, aſ- 
fauked him from time to time: but, aſter ſome drops 
of ſweat had burſt out upon his ſkin, he remained quiet, 
and looking earneſtly at the farmer's. fair daughter, im- 
mediately gueſſed Who ſhe wasz while ſhe, without 
obſerving the emotions of Cardenio, went on with her 
ſtory in theſe words: “ And he no ſooner beheld me, 
than, as he afterwards: proteſted, he deeply felt the 
power of love, which indeed his behaviour clearly evin- 
ced: but, to ſhorten the account of my misfortune, 
which is lengthened beyond all comfort, I will paſs 
over in ſilence, the induſtrious ſchemes that Don Fer- 
nando planned, for opportunities of-declaring his paſ- 
ſion : he bribed every ſervant in the family, and even 
made preſents and proffers of ſervice to my relations: 
there was nothing but gaiety and rejoicing all day long 
in our ſtreet; and all night, it Was impoſſible to ſleep for 


ſerenades. The letters which, thro? an unknown chan- 


nel, came to my band, were without number, _ 
| | wit 


Chap. 1. DON QUINOTE pt 1a Maxcna. 9 


with the moſt amorous flights and profeſſions, and vows 
and promiſes in every line: but, all theſe efforts, far 
from ſoothing, hardened me againſt him, as much as it 
he had been my mortal foe ; and all the ſtratagems 
he practiſed, in order to ſubdue my coyneſs, had a 
quite tg effect: not, that I was diſguſted at the 
gallantry of -Don Fernando, or enraged at his importu- 
nities; for, I felt @ certain kind of pleaſure, in being 
courted and beloved by ſuch a noble cavalier: neither 
did I take umbrage at ſeeing myſelf praiſed in his let- 
ters; for, it is my opinion, that all women, let them 
be ever ſo homely, are pleaſed to hear themſelves 
celebrated for beauty: but, to all theſe artifices, . 
oppoſed my own virtue, together with the repeated ad- 
vices of my parents, ho 2 perceived the paſſion 
of Don Fernando; becauſe he himſelf took no care to 
conceal it from the world. They aſſured me, that in my 
virtue and prudence alone, they confided and depoſited 
their own honour and reputation: they bade me conſider 
the inequality. between. Don Fernando and me, which 
was a convincing proof that his ve, tho” he himſelf 
aſſerted the contrary, tended more to his own gratifica- 
tion than my advantage; and ſaid, if I could throw 
any obſtruction in his way, to make him quit his unjuſt 
pretenſions, I ſhould be married immediately, according 
to my own choice, either to one of the principal perſons 
of our town, or to ſome gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood, as I had abundance of lovers, attraQted by their 
wealth and my reputation. With theſe aſſurances, 
the truth of which I could not doubt, I fortified my 
integrity, and wonld never ſend any reply to Don Fer- 
nando, that could in the moſt diſtant manner, flatter 
him with the hope of accompliſhing his wiſh : but, all 
my reſerve, which he ought to have looked upon as 
the effect of diſdain, ſerved only to whet his libidinous 
appetite, which is the true name of the paſſion he pro- 
feſſed; for, had it been genuine love, ycu would not now 
be liſtening to my ſtory, which I ſhould have had no 
occaſion to recount. | | Yee 

In fine, Don Fernando got notice that my parents ir- 
tended to beſtow me- in marriage, that they might de- 
prive him of all hope of Fg me, or, at leaſt, pro- 


5 vide 
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vide me with more guards to protect my virtue ; and 
this piece of news alarmed him ſo much, tnat he put 
in practice an expedient to retard the dreaded match. 
One night, while 1 fat in my apartment, attended by 
my maid only, the doors being all faſt locked, that thro” 
negligence my virtue might not be in danger, without 
knowing or comprehending the means of his conveyance, 
he appeared before me, in the midſt of this reſerve, pre- 
caution, ſolitude, ſilence and retreat! At fight of him, 
I was ſo much confounded, that the light forſook my 
eyes, and my tongue denied it's office; ſo that being 
deprived of the power of utterance, I could not cry 
for help, neither, I believe, would he have ſuffered me 
to exclaim ; for, he 1. ſeized me in his arms, my 
confuſion being ſuch, that I had not ſtrength to defend 
myſelf, and began to pour forth ſuch proteſtations, 
that I cannot conceive how falſehood. is able to ape 
truth ſo exactly. The traitors tears gave credit to his 
words, and his ſighs confirmed the honeſty of his inten- 
tion. I being a poor young creature by myſelf, altoge- 
ther unexperienced in thoſe affairs, began, I know 
not how, to believe his falſe profeſſions 4 but, not ſo 
as to be moved to weak compaſſion, either by his vows 
or artful ſorrow ; on the contrary, my firſt ſurpriſe 
being over, I recolleted my diſſipated ſpirits, and with 
more courage than I thought myſelf poſſeſſed of, ſaid 
to him, Signor, if, inſtead of being within your arms, 
as 1 now-am, I was in the paws of a. fierce lion, and 
my deliverance entirely depended upon my doing or 
ſaying any thing prejudicial to my virtue, it would be 
as impoſſible for me to comply with theſe terms, as it 
is impoſſible for that which is, to loſe. its exiſtence : 
wherefore, tho? you keep my body confined within your 
arms, I am in full poſſeſſion of my ſoul, with all her 
chaſte deſires, which are entirely oppoſite to yours, as 
you will plainly perceive, if you reſolve to proceed in 
gratifying your wiſhes by force. I am your vaſſal, but 
not your ſlave: the nobility. of your blood neither has, 
nor ought to have, the power of diſhonouring or deſ- 


piſing the lowlineſs of mine; and my character is as 


precious to me, tho I am but a plebeian farmer's daugh- 
ter, as yours can be to you, who are 4 nobleman wy 
cavalier, 
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cavalier, All your ſtrength ſhall not effect your pur 
poſe; neither am I to be influenced by your f, wal 
deceived by your words, or melted by your ſighs and 
tears. Any of theſe expreſſions in a man, to whom my 
parents ſhould give me in marriage, would gain my 
conſent and reciprocal inclination ; nay, if my honour 
were ſafe, I could ſacrifice my ſatisfaction, and volun- 
tarily yield what you, ſignor, now attempt to obtain by 
force: this I obſerve, that you may reſt aſſured, I will 
never grant any favour to him who is not my lawful 
ſpouſe, - | | * 
Alf that be your ſole objection, charming Dorothea, 

(for, that is the name of this wretched creature) ſaid 
the perfdious cavalier, behold I here preſent my hand, 
in pledge, of being yours for ever; and may heaven, 
from which nothing is concealed, together with that 
image ol the bleſſed e beat witneſs to the ſincerity 
and truth of this declaration.“ Cardenio, when ſhe 


called herſelf Dorothea, was ſurprized anew, and con- 


firmed in his ficſt conjecture; but, unwilling to inter- 
rupt the ſtory in which he expected to hear the iſſue of 
what he already knew, he only ſaid, “Is your name 
Dorothea, madam ? I have heard of one of that name, 
to whoſe misfortunes yours bear a great reſemblance : 
but pray proceed ; the time will come when I ſhall-tell 
you ſuch things as will equally excite your terror 
and affliction,” Dorothea, ſurpriſed at the. diſcourſe 
of Cardenio, as well as at his ſtrange and ragged attire, 
intreated him, if he knew any thing of her affairs, to 
communicate it immediately; ſaying, that if fortune 
had left her any thing of value, it was the coutage to 
endure any dilaſter that might befall her; tho' ſhe was 


almoſt certain, that what ſhe had already ſuffered, 


could admit of no addition. Madam, replied Car- 
denio, I would not be the means of impairing that for- 
titude, by telling you what I know, if my conjeQure 
be right; neither is there any opportunity loſt, nor is 

it of any conſequence. to you, whether, you hear it or 
not.“ * Be that as it will, anſwered Dorothea, 1 will, 
go on with the ſequel of my ſtory. Don Fernando ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the image he found in my apartment, 
invoked the bleſſed virgin to bear witneſs to our nup- 


tials, 
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tials, and avowed himſelf my huſband with the moſt 
binding and ſolemn oaths : tho', before he proceeded 
fo far, I defired him to refle& upon what he was going 
todo, and confider how much his father might be in- 
cenſed at his conduct, when he ſhould find him married 
to the daughter of this own farmer and vaſſal. I cau- 
tioned him againſt being blinded by my beauty, ſuch as 
it was, telling him it would be far — being a ſufficient 
excuſe for his error; and begged, if he had any love 
and regard for me, he would maniſeſt it, in leaving me 
to a fate more adequate to my rank and circumſtances ; 
obſerving, that ſuch unequal matches were ſeldom bleſ- 
ſed with a long duration of thofe raptures with which 
they begin. 3 * — | 
All thefe reflections I repeated to him, with man 

more which I do not remember ; but, they had no et- 
fe& in diverting him from the proſecution of his purpoſe ; 


— =, 


OI” 


for, he was like a man who, in making a bargain, never 


boggles at the price of the commodity, becauſe he never 
intends to pay it. At the ſame time, I held a ſhort 
conference with my own breaft, ſaying” within myſelf, 
Neither fhall 1 be the firſt, who by marriage, has 
Tiſen from a low flation, to rank and grandevr ; nor 
will Don Fernando be the firſt nobleman whom beauty, 
or rather blind affection, hath induced to fhare his 
greatneſs with a partner of unequal birth. Since there- 
fore, I neither make a new world nor a new cuſtom, 
it is but reaſonable in me to embrace this honour that 
fortune throws in my way; and altho” the aſſection he 
profeſſes ſhonld not ſurvive the accompliſhment of his 
wiſh, I ſhall neverthelefs, in the ſight of God, remain 
his true and awful wife. Befides, * ſhould I treat him 
with di{dain, I fee he is determined to tranſgreſs the 
bounds of duty, and avail himſelf of force; in whick 
caſe, I ſhall be diſhonoured and inexeuſable in the opi- 
nion of thofe who do net know how innocently T have 
incurred their cenſure ; for, where ſhall I find arguments 
to perſuade my parents, that this cavalier entered my 
artment, without my knowledge and conſent. . 
All theſe reflexions, which my imagination revolved 
in an inſtant, began to ſway me towards that _ 
PR | | | | | $ 73h ( ? 
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(tho? T little thought ſo) proved my ruin; eſpecially 
when aided and inforced by the oaths of Don Fernando, 
the powers he called to witneſs, the tears he ſhed, and, 
in ſhort, by his genteel carriage and 8 di ſpoſition, 
accompanied by ſuch marks of real paſſion, as might 
have melted any other heart as ſoft and unexperienced as 
mine. I called my maid to be a joint evidence with the 
powers of heaven; Don Fernando repeated and confirm= 
ed his oaths; took other ſaints to witnefs his integrity; 
imprecated a thouſand curſes on his head, in caſe he 
ſhould fail to fulfil his promiſe ; had recourſe to ſighs 
and tears again, ſtraining me ſtill cloſer in his arms, 
from which he had never releaſed me; by theſe means, 
and the departure of my maid, I forteited that name, 
and he became a falſe and finiſhed traitor. 

The morning that ſucceeded this night of my misfor- 
tune, did not arrive ſo-ſoon, I believe, as Don Fernando 
could have wiſhed ; for, when once a man hath ſatis- 


-fie;} his rage of appetite, his chief inclination 'is to quit 


the ſcene of his ſucceſs. This T obſerve, becauſe Don 
Fernando ſeemed impatient to be gone, and, by the in- 


duſtry of my-maid, who had conducted him to my cham- 


ber, found himſelf in the ſtreet before day: when he 
took his leave, he told me, tha not with ſuch violence 


of rapture as he expreſſed on his firſt coming, that! 


might depend upon his honour, and the fincerity of the 
oaths he had ſworn, as a further confirmation of which, 
he took a ring of value from his finger, and put it upon 
mine: in ſhort, he vaniſhed, leaving me in a ſituation 
which I can neither call joyful nor fad. This I know, 
that I remained in a ſtate of confufion and perplexity, and 
as it were, beſide myſelf, on account of what had hap- 
pened ; but I either wanted 2 or memory to quar- 
rel with my maid for the perfidy ſhe had been guilty of, 
in conducting Don Fernando to my apartment: indeed, 
I could not as yet determine, whether the adventure 
would redound to my advantage or misfortune. I told 
him, at parting, that now I was his wife, he might ſee 
me every night, by the fame means he had uſed to pro- 
cure this firſt interview, until he ſhould think proper to 
make our marriage public; but, excepting the following 
night, I could never ſet eyes on him, either in the ſtreet 
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or at church, during a whole month which I ſpent in 
the utmoſt anxiety of expectation ; altho? I knew he 
was in town, and almoſt every day employed in the 
chaſe, an exerciſe to Which he was greatly addicted. 
Thoſe were doleful and diſtracting hours and days to 
me, for, then I began to doubt, and afterwards to di ſ- 
believe the faith of Don Fernando: then was my maid 
expoſed to thoſe rebukes for her preſumption, which ſhe 
had never heard before: then was I obliged to huſband 
my tears, and wear compoſure on my countenance, that 
I might not give occaſion to my parents, to aſk the cauſe 
of my diſcontent ; and be put to the trouble of invent- 
ing falſchoods to deceive them. But, all this conſtraint 
was baniſhed by an event, the knowledge of which trod 
down all other reſpects, put an end 10 all my prudent 
meaſures, and by deſtroying my patience, publiſhed my 
misfortune to the world. This was no other than a 
report that ſoon after prevailed in our town, by which J 
learned that Don Fernando was married, in a neighbonre 
ing city, to a young lady of exceeding beauty, and diſ- 
tinguiſhed birth, tho“ her parents could not give her a 
portion ſuitable to ſuch a noble alliance. I underſtood 
her name was Lucinda, and that ſeveral ſurpriſing acci- 
dents had happened at their nuptials.“ 

Cardenio hearing Lucinda's name, tho' he ſaid nothing, 
ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, bit his lips, contracted the 


ſkin of his forehead, and. diſcharged from his eyes two 


fountains of tears : but, notwithſtanding, Dorothea con- 
tinued her ſtory, ſaying, This melancholy piece of 
news no ſooner reached my ears, than inſtead of freez- 
ing, it inflamed my heart with ſuch rage and fury, that 
I had well nigh run out into the ſtreets, and publiſhed 
aloud the falſehood and treachery he had practiſed upon 
me: but, my rage was reſtrained for that time, by a 
plan which I conceived, and actually put in execution 
that very night. I dreſſed myſelf 1n this garb, which I 
received from one of the ſwains belonging to the houſe, 
to whom I diſcloſed my whole deſign, intreating him to 
attend me to the city, where I underſtood my adverſary 
was. After having diſapproved. of the attempt, and 
blamed my reſolution, ſeeing me determined, he offered 
to keep me company, as he ſaid, to the world's end: 

| | | that 
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that moment I packed up my woman's dreſs in a pillow- 
caſe, together, with ſome, jewels and money, as a re- 
ſource in time of deed; and in the dead of that very 
night, without giving the leaſt hint to my perfidious 
maid, left my father's houſe, and accompanied by my 
ſervant, and a thouſand ſtrange imaginations, ſet out 
for that city on foot, winged with the deſire of finding 
Don Fernando ; and reſolved, tho* I could not prevent 
what was already done, to demand with what conicience 
he had done it. 
In two days and an half, I arrived at the city, and en- 
quiring for the houſe of Lucinda's parents, the firſt 
erſon to whom I put the queſtion, told me more than 
defired to hear: he ſaid, that on the night of their 
nuptials, after ſhe had pronounced the Yes, by which he 
became her huſband, Lucinda was ſeized with a violent 
fitz that Don Fernando opening her breait to give her 
freſh air, found in it a paper written with her own 
hand, importing that ſhe could not lawfully eſpouſe 
Fernando, being already the wife of Cardenio, who, as 
the man told me, was one of the principal cavaliers of 
that town; and that ſhe had now pronounced the fatal 
Yes, merely becauſe ſhe would not ſwerve from the 
obedience ſhe owed to her parepts : in ſhort, he ſaid the 
contents of the paper plainly gave them to underſtand, 
that ſhe intended to make away with herſelf, immediate- 
ly after the ceremony, induced by the reaſons which 
were there contained; and this reſolntion was confirmed 
by a poignard which they found concealed in ſome part 
of her dreſs, ' Don Fernando perceiving, by what hap- 
pened, that Lucinda had baffled, ſcorned and underya- 
lued his addreſſes, ran to her before ſhe had recovered 
the uſe of her ſenſes, and with the poignard they had 
found, would have ſtabbed her to the heart, had he not 
been prevented by her parents and the reſt of the com- 
pany, Next day, when ſhe recovered from her ſwoon, 
ſhe declared to her father and mother, that ſhe was the 
true and lawful wife of that ſame Cardenio, who it 
ſeems was preſent at the ceremony; and who, when 
he ſaw her actually married, contrary to his former be- 
lief and firm expectation, quitted the city in deſpair, 
having firſt left a writing, that declared the wrong ſhe 


had 
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had done him, and ſignified his intention, to baniſh him- 
ſelf for ever from the ſociety of mankind, All this 
tranſaction was ſo notorious and public in the city, as 
| to furniſh diſcourſe for every body; and the ſubje& was 
| not diminiſhed when it was known, that Lucinda was not 
| | to be found either in her father's houſe, or in any other 
part of the town, which was ſearched all over by her 
parents, who had almoſt run diſtracted, not knowing 
what other method they ſhould take to retrieve her. 
This information revived my hopes a little, for, I was 
better pleaſed to have milled Don Fernando than to 
have found him married to another; thinking, that 
every gate of comfort was not yet ſhut againſt me; 
and that heaven, perhaps, had thrown that impediment 
in the way of his ſecond marriage, with a view of ma- 
king him reflect upon what he owed to the firſt ; and 
reminding him of his being a chriſtian, conſequently 
more intereſted in the care of his ſoul than in any other 
human concern. All theſe things T revolved in my 
| imagination, and as I had no real comfort, conſoled 
myſelf with the moſt feeble and diſtant hope, in order 
lll to ſupport a life which I now abhor, 
While I remained in this city, undetermined what 
courſe to take, as I could not find Don Fernando; I 
1 heard a public cryer deſcribe my perſon and dreſs, and 
\ offer a conſiderable reward to any one that ſhould diſ- 
| cover where I was, Nay, it was ſaid, that I had ſedu- 
ced from my father's houſe, the young man who at- 
tended me; a circumſtance that touched me to the very 
ſoul : finding my credit fallen ſo low, that they were 
h not ſatisfied with publiſhing my eſcape, but, muſt needs 
il alſo mention my attendant, a creature ſo mean and un- 
1 worthy of my attention and regard; as ſoon as I heard 
my ſelf proclaimed, I quitted the town, accompanied by 
5 my ſervant, who already began to give marks of ftag- 
gering in his promiſed faith and fidelity; and that night 
reached the moſt woody part of this mountain, urged 
by the fear of being diſcovered : but, as it is common- 
ly obſerved, one miſchance invites another, and the end 
of one misfortune is often the beginning of a worſe ; 
this was literally my caſe: my uuf ſervant, 5 nd 
therto 


4» 


Chap. 1. DON NOTE vos 1a MANCHA. 17 


hitherto behaved with ſuch 2 eal and fidelity, ſeeing me 
in this ſolitary place, and inftigated by his own villany, 
rather than any beauty of mine, attempted to avail 
himſelf of the opportunity which he thought this de- 
ſart offered; and with great impudence, contempt ot 
neaven, and diſregard to me, began to talk of love; 
when, finding that I rejected his immodeſt propoſals. 
with juſt indignation-and diſdain, he laid aſide intreaties 
for the uſe of thoſe who might pleaſe to uſe them, 
and began to employ force for the accompliſhment ot 
his will : but juſt heaven, who ſeldom or never aban- 
dons the righteous intention, favoured and aſſiſted mine 
ſo effectually, that with the little ſtrength I have, and 
no great trouble, I puſhed him over a precipice, un- 
knowing whether or not he ſurvived the fall, then, as 
nimbly as my wearineſs and terror would allow, I pene- 
trated farther into the mountain, without any other 
thought or intention, than that of keeping myſelt con- 
cealed from my father, and thoſe whom he had em- 
ployed to find me out, 5 
I know not how many months I have lived in this 
pk wheregT met with a grazier, who took me into 
his ſervice, and carried me to his houſe, which ſtands 
in the very heart of the mountain. Him I have ſerved 
all this time, in quality of a cow-herd, endeavouring to 
be always in the field, that might the more eaſily 
conceal that hair which hath now ſo unexpectedly diſ- 
covered my ſex : yet, all my care ard induſtry were 
vain ; for, my maſter having found me out to be a 
woman, was ſeized with the ſame deſire that took poſ- 
ſeſſion of my own ſervant : but, fortune with the 
evil, does not always fend the remedy ; for, I could 
neither find rock nor bog, by which I might have diſ- 
abled my maſter, as T had before puniſhed my man ; 
and therefore, as the leaſt inconvenience, J have leſe 
his houſe, and choſen to hide myſelf again among theſt 
thickets, rather than try my ſtrength againſt him, in de- 
fence of my innocence. I ſay, I returned to theſe woods, 
in hopes of finding a place in which I might, without 
impediment, implore heaven with ſighs and tears, to 
have compaſſion upon my miſery, and give me induſtry 
and grace to overcome it, or give up the ghoſt in this 

| ſolitude, 
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ſolitude, without leaving behind me the leaſt trace or 
remembrance of this forlorn wretch, who without any 
fault of her own, hath afforded ſo much matter for con- 
verſation and cenſure both at home and abroad. 


OH a Þ.. Bos 


Of the beautiful Dorothea's diſcretion ; with- other 
pleaſant and entertaining particulars. 


HIS, gentlemen, is the genuine detail of my tra- 

gic ſtory : conſider, therefore, and judge whether 

or not, I have ſufficient cauſe to have more ſighs than 
I have vented, utter more complaints than you have 
heard, and ſhed more tears than have flowed from mine 
eyes; and when you ſhall have deliberated upon the 
quality of my misfortune, you will perceive how vain 
all conſolation muſt be; as the diſeaſe admits of no re- 
medy. I only aſk what you eaſily can, and ought to 
grant, namely, that you would inform me where I can 
paſs my life, without being haraſſed by the ſurprize 
and fear of being found by thoſe who are in ſearch of 
me. For, though I am well aſſured, that my parents, 
out of their great love and affection, would receive me 
again into their favour, ſuch is the ſhame and confuſion 
] feel at the bare thought of their having altered their 
opinion to my prejudice,” that I would rather conceal 
myſelf from their fight for ever, than appear in their 
preſence, under the ſuſpicion of having acted contrary 
to the expectations they entertained from my virtue.“ 
So ſaying, ſhe ſtood filent, and her face was overſpread 
with a bluſh that plainly denoted the ſentiments and 
confuſion of her ſoul. Thoſe who had heard her ſtory, 
were equally ſurprized and afflicted at her misfor- 
tune; to which the curate was going to offer ſome con- 
ſolation and advice, when Cardenio took her by the 
hand, ſaying, © It ſeems then, madam, you are the 
beauteous Dorothea, only daughter of -Cleonardo the 
rich”? She was aſtoniſhed to hear her father's name 
pronounced by one of ſuch a miſerable appearance; 
for we have already obſerved, how wretchedly Cardenio 
was cloathed, and ſaid to him,“ And who are you, 
| brother, 
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brother, who know ſo well my father's name, which, 
if I remember aright, I have not once mentioned in the 
whole courſe of my unfortunate ſtory ?”? 

J am, rephed Cardenio, that unfortunate man, to 
whom, as you have obſerved, Lucinda ſaid ſhe was 
married, I am that miſerable Cardenio, whom the 
villany of him who reduced you to your preſent ſitua- 
tion, hath brought to this deplorable condition in which 
you now ſee me, ragged, half-naked, deſtitute of all 
human comfort, and, which is ſtill worſe, deprived of 
my underſtanding, except at certain ſhort intervals, 
which I enjoy by the permiſſion of heaven. I, Doro- 
thea, am the perſon who was preſent at the perhdy of 
Don Fernando, and heard Lucinda pronounce the fatal 
Yes, by which ſhe accepted him for a huſband. I am 
he who wanted reſolution to wait the iſſue of her ſwoon, 
or ſtay and ſee the reſult of that paper which was found 
in her boſom : for, my ſoul coulf hot ſuſtain the ſhock 
of ſuch accumulated misfortune ; and therefore, I quit- 
ted the houſe, already abandoned by my patience, and 
leaving a letter with my hoſt, whom I charged to deliver 
it into Lucinda's own hand, betook myſelt to theſe de- 
ſarts, with an intention here to finiſh the life which 
from that inſtant I have abhorred as my moſt inveterate 
ſoe. But, fate hath not been pleaſed to grant my wiſh, 
* contenting itſelf with having deprived me of my judg- 
AM ment, with a view, perhaps, of reſerving me tor bet- 
| ter fortune; which I begin to hope, may proceed from 
this lucky meeting with you, ſince, if that which you 
have recounted be true, as I believe it is, there is a 
poſſibility that heaven may have in ſtore for us both, 
a more favourable termination of our diſaſters, than we 
imagine; for, ſuppoſing that Lucinda, who is already 
my wife, as ſhe hath openly declared, cannot be married 
to Don Fernando, nor he lawfully wed her, being al- 
ready eſpouſed to you, I think we have room to hope, 
that heaven will one day, reſtore what mutually belongs 
tous; as it is neither alienated, ruined, nor irretrieva- 
ble. And ſince this conſolation ſtill remains, ſprung 
from hopes that are not very remote, and founded on 


expectations which are not the effects of a diſordered 
| Mae 
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imagination, I entreat you, madam, in the pnrity of 
17 ſentiments, to change your preſent reſolution, as 
intend to alter mine, and accommodate yourſelf to 
the hopes of better fortune; fer, I ſwear upon the faith 
of a gentleman and a chriſtian, that I will never aban- 
don you, until I ſee you in the arms of Don Fernand o 
whom, if I cannot by reaſonable arguments, bring to a 
true ſenſe of his duty towards you, I will then ule that 
privilege to which every gentleman is intitled, and in 
ſingle combat, demand ſatisfaction for the injury he has 
done you, without minding my own wrongs, which { 
will leave to the vengeance of heaven, that I may the 
ſooner revenge yours upon earth,” | 
This ſpeech of Cardenio put an end to the ſurprize 
of Dorothea, who being at a loſs how to thank him 
for his kind and generous offer, ſtooped in-order to kiſs 
his feet; but, this piece of condeſcenſion he would by 
no means allow, The prieſt anſwering for both, ap- 
proved of Cardenio's declaration, and, in a particular 
manner, intreated, adviſed and perſuaded them to ac- 
company him to the village where he lived, in order to 
provide themſelves with what they wanted; and there 
conſult ſome ſcheme either for finding Don Fernando, 
or for carrying Dorothea back to her parents, or, in 
ſhort, for doing that which ſhould ſeem moſt neceſſary 
and convenient, Cardenio and Dorothea thanked him 
for his courteous offer, which they immediately embra- 
ced ; and the barber, who had been ſilent and attentive 
all this time, having joined the curate in his compliments 
and hearty proffers of ſervice, briefly recounted the 
cauſe which had brought them thither; namely, the 
ſtrange madneſs of Don Quixote; obſerving, that they 
were then waiting for the return of his ſquire, whom 
they had ſent in queſt of his maſter. Cardenio imme- 
diately, as if it had been the faint impreſſion of a dream, 
recollected and related the quarrel which had happened 
between the knight and him, though he could not re- 
member the cauſe of the diſpute. 

At that inſtant they heard and recognized the voice 
of Sancho, who not finding them in the place where he 
had left them, hallooed aloud ; upon which, they went 
to meet him, and inquiring about Don Quixote, * 
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told by the ſquire, that he found him naked to the ſhirt, 
wan, meagre, half-famiſhed, and ſighing for his miſtreſs 
Dulcinea ; that, when Sancho told him ſhe had com- 
manded him to quit that place, and go immediately to 
Toboſo, where ſhe waited with patience to ſee him, 
he had anſwered, that he was determined never to ap- 
pear before her, until he ſhould have performed ſuch 
atchievements as would render him worthy of her fa- 
vour; and Sancho obſerved, that if this reſolution 
ſhould hold, it was poſſible he might never attain to 
the rank of an emperor, as he was in duty bound, nor 
even to that of an archbiſhgp, which was the leaſt he 
could expect. He deſired them, therefore, to conſider 
ſome means of diſengaging the knight from his ſoli- 
tude, The prieſt bade him be under no concern, for, 
they would fall upon a method to remove his maſter, 
whether he would or no. 

Then he explained to Cardenio and Dorothea, the plan 
he had laid, to cure Don Quixote of his madneſs, or at 
leaſt, bring him back to his own houſe. This Dorothea no 
ſooner underſtood, than ſhe told him, that ſhe was more 
proper than the barber for acting the part of the diſtreſſ- 
ed damſel ; eſpecially, as ſhe had cloaths along with her, 
that would anſwer the purpoſe ; and bade him truſt to 
her, for repreſenting every part of the character, which 
ſhould be neceffary towards the ſucceſs of their deſign ; 
for, ſhe had read a great many books of chivalry, and 
was perfectly well acquainted with the ſtate in which 
afflicted damſels were wont to beg boons of knights-er- 
rant. If that be the caſe, ſaid the curate, let us not 
delay the execution of our ſcheme: for, without doubt, 
heaven ſeems to favour my endeavours ; not only, in 
opening a door, ſo unexpectedly, towards the cure of 
your misfortunes, but alſo in making you ſubſervient in 
facilitating our fucceſs. Dorothea then pulled out of 
her pillow-caſe, a gown and petticoat of very rich ſtuff, 
with a beautiful green mantelet, and opening a little caſ- 
ket, took out a rich necklace and other jewels, with 
which ſhe inſtantly dreſſed herſelf to ſuch advantage, 
that the appeared hke a lady of the firſt rank and for- 
tune. All theſe and other ornaments, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had 
carried off from her father's houſe, in caſe of what 


might 
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might happen ; though hitherto, ſhe had met with no 
opportunity of uſing them. Every -one preſent was 
charmed with her graceful mien, eaſy deportment, and 
exceeding beauty; and paſſed ſentence on Don Fernan- 
do, as a perſon ot little taſte and diſcernment, for hay- 
ing abandoned ſuch excellence. But, the admiration of 
Sancho was ſuperior to that of all the, reſt ; for, he 
actually thought, and indeed it was true, that in all the 
days dk his life, he had never ſeen ſuch a beautiful 
creature; and comma aſked the curate, with great 
eagerneſs, who that handſome lady was, and what ſhe 
looked for in theſe by-places. ** Friend Sancho, an- 
ſwered the curate, that handſome lady, to ſay no more 
of her, is heireſs, in direct male line, of the king- 
dom of 5 Micomicon, come hither to beg as a boon of 
your maſter, that he would redreſs a wrong and griev- 
ance done to her by a diſcourteous giant: for, ſuch is 
the fame and reputation of that excellent knight Don 
Quixote, through the whole extent of Guinea, as to 
induce this princeſs to come from thence in queſt of 
him.” „* Bleſſed queſt ! cried Sancho, and happy find- 
ing ſay I! eſpecially, if my maſter ſhould. be ſo fortu- 
nate as to right the wrong, and redreſs the grievance, 
by killing that ſon of a whore of a giant that your wor- _ 
| ſhip mentions: and kill him he certainly will, if they 
ſhould once meet, provided he be not a phantom; for, 
you muſt know, my maſter has no power over phan- 
toms. But, one thing among many others, I muſt beg 
of you, Mr, Licentiate, and that is, to put my maſter 
out of conceit of an archbiſhopric, for, I am atraid his 
inclination leans that way, and adviſe him to marry this 
princeſs out of hand, a match which will make it im- 
ſible for him to receive holy orders; and therefore 
he will the more eaſily arrive at the ſeat of empire, and 
I at the end of my wiſh. For, I have carefully conſi- 
dered the affair, and by my reckoning, I ſhall not find 
my account in his being an archbiſhop, as I am altoge- 
ther unfit for the church, by reaſon of my being mar- 
ried; and for me, who have a wife and children, to 
be petitioning for diſpenſations to hold livings, would 


be an endleſs talk. Wherefore, ſignor, the point is oy: 
let 


$ As if he had Aple- land: Alice ſignifying an ape, 
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let my maſter immediately take to wife that ſame ladys 
whoſe name I do not know; for, indeed, I never ſaw 
her grace before this bleſſed minute.” * She is called 
the princeſs Micomicona, replied the curate, becauſe, 
her kingdom being Micomicon, *tis plain her name muſt 
be Micomicona.“ © Yes, to be ſure, ſaid Sancho, I 
have known ſeveral people take a ſurname and addition 
from the place of their nativity, calling themſelves, for 
example, Pedro d*Alcala, Juna de Ubeda, Diego de 
Valladolid ; and I ſuppoſe they have the ſame cuſtom 
in Guinea, where the queens take their names from the 
kingdoms they rule,” The prieſt confirmed Sancho's 
Opinion, and promiſed to uſe his utmoſt influence to 
With this aſſu- 
rance Sancho reſted as much ſatisfied as the other was 
ſurprized at his ſimplicity, when he perceived how care- 
fully he cheriſhed, in his imagination, the ſame extra- 
vagant whims that poſſeſſed his maſter, who, he firmly 
believed, would one day become an emperor. 

By this time, Dorothea being mounted on the curate's 
mule, and the barber face accommodated with the ox's 
tail, by way of beard, they deſired Sancho to guide 
them to the place where Don Quixote was, and cau- 
tioned him againſt pretending to know the licentiate and 
his companion, aſſuring him that his maſter's becoming 
an emperor entirely depended upon his profeſſing ig no- 
rance of their perſons, Yet neither the curate nor 
Cardenio would accompany them ; becauſe the preſence 
of this laſt might recall to the knight's memory, the 
quarrel which had happened between them; and it was 
not yet proper Hat the prieſt ſhould appear: for which 
reaſons, they let the reſt proceed by themſelves, and 
they followed at a ſmall diſtance, after the curate had 
given her cue to Dorothea, who deſired him to make 
himſelf perfectly eaſy on her account; for ſhe would act 
the part aſſigned to her, without having the leaſt occa- 


ſion for a prompter, in the true ſtile and ſpirit of 


knight errantry. 

Having travelled about three quarters of a league, 
they diſcovered Don Quixcte already cloathed, though 
ſtill unarmed, ſitting in the midſt of a labyrinth of rocks ; 

an 
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and Dorothea no ſooner underſtood it was he, in con- 
ſequence of Sancho's information, than ſhe whipt up 
her palfrey, cloſe attended by the well-bearded barber, 
who, when ſhe approached the knight, threw himſelf 
from his mule, and ran to help his lady to alight. But, 
ſhe diſmount ing with great agility, went and fell upon 
her knees before Don Quixote, whom, in ſpite of his 
repeated endeavours to raiſe her, the accoſted in theſe 
words : "0 | 
„Never will I rife from this poſture, moſt valiant 
and invincible knight, until your benevolence and cour- 
teſy grant me a boon, which will not only redound to 
the honour and applauſe of your own perſon, but alſo 
to the advantage of the moſt injured and diſconſolate 
damſel that ever the ſun beheld ; and, if the valour of N 
your mighty arm correſponds with the voice of your inj-— 
mortal fame, you are obliged to favour the unfortunate, + 
who, attracted by the odour of your celebrated name, 
come from far diſtant regions, in queſt of your aſſiſt- is 
- ance.” *© Beauteous lady, replied Don Quixote, I will 
not anſwer one word, nor hear one circumſtance of your 
affairs, until you riſe from the ground.” I will not | 
riſe, ſignor, anſwered the afflicted damſel, until 1 ſhall 
have obtained from your condeſcenſion, the boon I beg.” 
© I condeſcend and grant it, reſumed the knight, pro- 
vided in ſo doing, I a& neither to the detriment nor de- 
regation of mv king, my country, and her who holds 
my heatt and liberty enflaved +.” * Your compliance, 
worthy ſignor, replied the mourning lady, ſhall in no 
ways affect the exceptions you have made.“ 2 
At that inſtant Sancho, came up, and'whiſpered ſoft- 
iy | 
+ When a knight had once granted a boon in this manner, it was by 
impoſſible for him to retraR, let the requeſt be ever ſo extravagant. 
We are told by Joinville, that the queen of St, Lewis, being big with 42 
child, and in the utmoſt terror of falling alive into the hands of the 
infidets at Damietta in /Egypt, fell upon her knees before an ol 
knight turned of fourſcore, and conjured him to grant her a boon - 
The old man having promiſed to comply, on the faith of his knight - 
hood, ſhe told him the favour ſhe ſo preſſingly ſolicited, was, that he 
would cut off her head, before ſhe ſhould fall into the hands of the 
enemy; provided the Saracens ſhould become maſters of the town. 


The ſenior anſwered without heſitation, that the might depend upon 


his ſword ; and owned he had taken that reſolution even before ſhe 
ſignified her requeſt, | 
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ly in his maſter's ear; « your-worſhip may ſafely grant 
the boon ſhe aſks, which 1s a mere trifle ; no-more than 


_ laying a giantiſh ſort of a fellow; and ſhe who begs it, 


is the bigh and mighty princeſs Micomicona, queen of 
the great empire of Micomicon in Zthiopia,” «© Who- 
ſoever ſhe is, anſwered Don Quixote, I will do what I 
am in duty bound to perform, and act according to the 
dictates of my own conſcience, and conformable to the 
order I profeſs.” Then turning to Dorothea, “ Riſe, 


moſt beautiful lady, ſaid he, the boon you. aſk is grant- 


ed.“ < Then, what I afk is this, reſumed the damſel, 
that, your magnanimity would immediately accompany 
me to the place from whence I came, and promiſe to at- 
tempt no other adventure, nor grant any other requeſt, 
until you ſhall have taken vengeance on a traitor who 
hath uſurped my crown, contrary toall right human-and 
divine.” “ grant your requeit, madam, anſwered Don 
Quixote: henceforth you may diſpel that melancholy 
with which you are depreſſed, and let 2 fainting 
nope reſume new flrength and - vigour ; for, with the 
aſliſtance of God and this my arm, you ſhall, in a ſhort 
time, ſee yourſelf reſtored to your kingdom, and ſeated 
on the throne of your royal anceſtors, in defiance and 
deſpite of all thoſe evil- dæſigning perſons who mean to 
oppoſe you : let us ſet hands to the work then, for, ac- 
cording to the common obfervation, Delay breeds dan- 


ger. | 


The diſtreſſed damſel ſtruggled with great perſeve- 
rance, to kiſs his hand; but, Don quixote, Who was 
in all reſpects a well-bred knight, would by no means 
allow ſuch humiliation; on the contrary raiſing her up 
he embraced her with great politeneſs and cordiality, 
ordering Sancho to ſecure Rozinante's girths, and help 
him to arm with ali expedition. The ſquice taking down 
the armour, which hung on a tree, in the manner of a 


4 trophy, and adjuſting tke horſe's girth, in a twinkling, 


equipped his maſter, who finding himſelf armed, Now, 
{aid he, let us go in the name of God, to the aſſiſtance 


of this high-born lady.” The barber, who was all this 


time on his knees, at infinite pains to preſerve his gra- 


vity and his beard, the fall of which, perbaps, would 


have utterly ruined their laudable deſign, when he found 
Vor. II. B the 
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the boon was granted, and ſaw with what eagerneſs the 


knight undertook to fulfil it, roſe up, and, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Don Quixote, helped his lady upon her mule 
again; then her protector beſtrode Rozinante, and he 
himſelf mounted .his own beaſt; while Sancho Panza 
being left on foot, felt the loſs of Dapple, anew : but, 
this he contentedly bore, believing that his maſter was 
now in the right road, and almoſt at the very point of 
being an emperor; for, he aſſured himſelf that the 
knight would wed that princeſs, and ſo become king-of 
Micomicon at leaſt : the only uneaſineſs he felt, was, 
on account of that kingdom's being in the land of ne- 
groes, ſo that all his ſervants and vaſſals muſt be black; 
but, his imagination ſupplied him with a remedy for 
this inconvenience, and he ſaid within himſelf, „ Sup- 
poſe my vaſſals are negrocs, what elſe have I to do, but 
-tranſport them to Spain, where I can ſell them for ready 
money, with which I may purchaſe ſome title or poſt 
that will maintain me unmarried, all the days of my 
life! No, to be ſure, ſleep on, void of all invention or 
ability to diſpoſe of your ware, and ſeli thirty or ten 
wen oo ſlaves in the turning of a ſtraw, Before God! 
J'1l make them fly, little and big, or juſt as I may; and, 
blacks as they are, turn them all into white and yellows. 
Let me alone to ſuck my own fingers.“ With theſe 
conceits he was ſo much engroſſed, and ſo well ſatisfied, 
that he actually forgot the pain of travelling on foot. 
Cardenio and the curate ſaw every thing that paſſed 
from behind ſome ruſhes where they were hid, and 
could fall upon no method of joining them convenient- 
ly, until the prieſt, who was an excellent ſchemer, 
thought of an expedient, for the purpoſe; having a pair 
of ſciſſars about him he cut off the beard of Cardenio, 
with infinite diſpatch, and giving bima grey jacket, with 
his own black cloak, he himſelf remaining in his doublet 
and hoſe, the tattered cavalier was ſo much altered; in 
point of appearance, that he would ſcarce have known 
'himſelf had he looked ina glaſs. Although the others 
ere jogging on, while they diſguiſed themſelves in this 
manner, they calily reached the highway, before the 
knight and his company, whoſe beaſts were retarded by 
che buſhes and rockinels of the ground: and taking 
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their ſtation juſt at the mouth of the entrance to the 
mountain, no ſooner perceived the knight and his at- 
tendants come forth, than the curate looked earneſtly at 
him a good while, as if he had been recolleCting a per- 
ſon whom he knew, then ran to him with open arms, 
crying aloud, ** Blefſed be this meeting with the mirror 
of chivalry, my worthy compatriot Don Quixote de la 
Mancha, the flower and cream of gentility, the pro- 
tector and phyſician of the diſtreſſed, and quinteſſence 
of knights-errant !” So ſaying, he embraced the left 
knee of Don Quixote, who being aſtoniſhed at the 
words and action of the man, began to conſider his 
features with 1 5 77 attention, and at length, recollect- 
ing him, was ſtruck dumb with admiration, at ſeein 
him in that place, and made many efforts to alight, 
which when the prieſt oppoſed, “ Give me leave, Mr. 
Licentiate, ſaid he, it is not ſeemly that I ſhould re- 
main on horſeback, when ſuch a reverend perſon as you 
travels on foot.” © I will, by no means, anſwered the 
curate, conſent to your alighting ; ſince, on horſeback, 
your mighty arm hath atchieved the greateſt exploits 
and adventures that this age hath ſeen ; it ſhall ſuffice 
for me, who am but an unworthy prieſt, to get up, with 
permiſhon, behind this gentleman who travels in your 
worſhip's company; and then I ſhall imagine myſelf 
mounted upon Pegaſus, a Zebra, or that fiery courſer 
that carried the famous moor Muzaraque, who ſtill lies 
enchanted in the vaſt mountain Zulema, at a little diſ- 
tance from the great Compluto.“ I did not think of 
that expedient Mr. Licentiate, reſumed the knight, but 
I know that my lady the princeſs will, out of regard to 
me, be pleaſed to order her ſquire to accommodate you 
with the ſaddle of his mule, and he himſelf may ride 
upon the crupper, if the beaſt will carry double.” « [ 
believe ſhe will, ſaid the princeſs ; and I am ſure, there 
will be no occaſion to lay my commands upon my 
ſquire, who is too courteous and polite, to ſuffer an ec- 
clefialtic to travel on foot, when it is in his power to 
provide him with a beaſt.” „“ Your majeſty is in the 
right,” anſwered the barber, who inſtantly alighting, 
complimented the curate with the ſaddle, which was ac- 
cepted without much intreaty, | 


B 2 But, 
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But, the misfortune was, When the ſquire attempted 
to get up behind, the mule, which was an hireling, 
conſequently miſchievous, lifted up her hind legs, and 
kicked with ſuch fury, that had they lighted on the 
head or breaſt of Mr. Nicholas, he would have had rea- 
ſon to curſe the hour on which he ſet out in queſt of 
Don Quixote; ſuch, however, was his confuſion, that 
he came to the ground, and his beard being neglected, 
fell off; ſo that he could find no other method to pre- 
vent a diſcovery, than to clap both bands to his face, 
-with, great expedition, and roar out that his teeth were 
demoliſhed, Don Quixote, ſeeing that huge maſs of 
beard torn from the jaw, without blood, and lying at a 
good diſtance from the . face; „Good heavens ! 
.cried he, what a wonderful phænomenon is this! the 
beard is taken off and ſhaved as clean by the heel of 
-the mule, as if it had been done by the hand of a bar- 
ber.“ The curate, ſeeing the riſk he ran of being de- 
tected in his ſcheme, ſnatched up the tail, and run- 
ming with it to Mr. Nicholas, who ſtill lay bellowing 
for help, pulled his head to his breaſt with one jerk, 
and clapping it on again, muttered ſome words, which 
he ſaid, were an infallible charm for fixing on beards, 
as they ſhould preſently ſee ; accordingly, when the af- 
Fair was adjuſted, he quitted the ſquire, who now ſeem- 
ed as well bearded and as ſound as ever: a circumſtance 
that, above meaſure, ſurprized the knight, who begged, 
that the curate, at a proper opportunity, would impart # 
to him the charm which, he imagined, muſt contain 
more virtues than that of cementing beards; becauſe i 
it was plain, that where the hair was torn off, the ſkin 
and fleſh muſt be lacerated and burt; and if the ap- 
plication could heal theſe wounded parts, it was good 
for ſomething more than meer muſtachios.” The cu- 
rate confirmed his conjecture, and promiſed to diſcloſe 8 
the ſecret to him, with the firſt proper opportunity: 
then it was agreed, that the prieſt ſhould mount the mule 8 
by himſelf, and, with the other two, ride her by turns, 
until they ſhould arrive at the inn, which was about 
JJ 2... _ 
Don Quixote, the princeſs, and the curate being thus 
mounted, and Cardenio, the harber, and Sancho Panza B 
following 
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following on foot, the knight told the damſel, that her 
highneſs, might conduct him whitherſoever ſhe pleaſed; 
but, before the could make any reply, the prieſt inter- 
poſed, ſaying, ** Towards what kingdom is your ma- 
Jefly journeying ? I am much miſtaken in my notions 
of kingdoms, if you are not bound for Micomicon ?”” 
She, who had been well iuſtructed in her cue, conclu- 
ding, that ſhe muſt anſwer in the affirmative, ſaid, 
6% Yes, ignor, that is the place of my deſtination,” 
% Then, you muſt paſs. through. our village, anſwered 
the curate, and take your route to Carthagena, where 
your highneſs may happily embark, and if you meet 
with no. hurricane, but be favoured with a fair wind and 
ſmooth ſea, in ſomething lefs than nine years, you may 
get ſight of that vaſt Jake Meona, I mean Meotides, 
which is a little more than one hundred days journey 
from, your majeſty's kingdom.“ * Your worſhip mult 


| be. miſtaken, faid the princeſs, for, two years are not yet 


elapſed, ſince I ſet out from thence; and though the 
weather has been always bad, I have already obtained 
what I ſo much longed after, namely, the ſigbt of fig- 
not Don Quixote de la Mancha, whoſe fame reached 
mine ears, as ſoon as I landed in Spain, and induced me 
to come in queſt of him, that I might ſolicit his cour- 
teſy, and truſt my righteous cauſe to the valour of his 
invincible arm.“ “Enough, madam, ſaid Don Quix- 
ote ; ſpare your Encomiums ; for, I am an utter enemy 
to all ſorts of adulation; and although you are not to 
be ſuſpected of flattery, my chaſte ears are always of- 
fended at that kind of diſcourſe. W hat I can ſafely af- 
firm, is this: Whether I have valour or not, here is he, 
valiant or puſillanimous, who will exert himſelf to the 


laſt drop of his blood, in the ſervice of your high- 


neſs, But, this apart; pray, Mr. Licentiate, what 
cauſe hath brought you hither alone, where I am really 
altoniſhed to find you ſo ill attended, and ſo lightly 


_ Cloathed ?” 


In that particular you ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied, an- 
ſwered the curate; your worſhip muſt know that I and 
our friend Mr. Nicholas the barber, ſet out for Sevil, to 
recover a ſum of money, which was ſent to me by a rela- 


B 3 tion 
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tion of mine that went to the Indies, a good many 
years ago: no leſs than ſixty thouſand pieces of eight 
in good filver, which make no inconſiderable ſum ; and 
yeſterday, paſſing through this place, we were ſet upon 
by four highwaymen, who ſtripped us even to our very 
whiſkers, and that in ſuch a manner as obliged the bar- 
ber to wear artificial ones ; and you may ſee, pointing 
to Cardenio, how they have deſpoiled the face of this 
voung man who accompanied us; and the cream of 
the ſtory is, that, according to the public report, which 
prevails in this neighbourhood, thoſe who robbed us 
were galley-flaves, that, almoſt in this very place, were 
let at hberty by a man fo valiant, as to let them all 
iooſe, in ſpite of the commiſſary and his guards, With- 
out all doubt, he muſt have been deprived of his ſen- 
les, or as great a villain as any of thoſe he freed, or 
ſome perſon void of all conſcience and feeling, who 
could thus turn looſe the wolf among the ws. the 
fox among the poultry, and the flies among the honey- 
pots; defrauding juſtice, and rebelling againſt his king 
and rightfut ſovereign, by acting contrary to his ju 
commands, in depriving the gallies of their hands, and 
putting in confuſion the holy brotherhood, which hath 
continued ſo many years in undiſturbed repoſe : in ſhort, 
he hath: done a deed that may tend to the perdition of 
his own ſoul as well as body. | 

Sancho, had before, recounted to them, the adven- 
ture of the galley-ſlaves, which he had atchieved with 
ſo much glory; and therefore, the curate urged it 
home, 4n order to obſerve the behaviour of Don Quix- 
ote, who changed colour at every word, without dar- 
ing to own himſelf the deliverer of that worthy crew. 
« Thoſe, added the prieſt, were the perſons who rifled 
us; and God of his infinite mercy forgive the man 
who prevented the puniſhment they ſo richly de- 
ſerved.” 8 


- 


1 * * 
RN 
P 297%. Toe 
-—_ N 
rr ol 0 * 
— — bY l 
S N 
o 4 5 . d 


LY wi . 

Le, - ; = 
„ 

k Ja — 


— 
7 „ 3 we 4 5 
413 , n 
; f £ 'P 2 
= * 


1 * „ 3 2 : 
* Ch Yr — 2 * n 4 p N Sat ts 
- », 4 CY 2 » A FF. le 3 e = . * 
— . wt 2 war © * „ * 4 . : * oP * 
% - * - % k - 4 | 
A Le Th oo) ee 2 2 - E: N — 
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CHAP. III. 


The pleaſant artifice praCtiſed to extricate our enamour- 
ed knight from the moſt rigorous penance he had 
impoſed upon himſelf, 


IACARCE had the curete pronunced this apoſtrophe, 
when Sancho blundered out, Then, in good 
faith, Mr. Licentiate, he who performed this exploit 
was no other than my maſter; not, that I neglected to 
tell and adviſe him beforchand, to confider what he was 
about, and think what a fin it would be to let looſe 
theſe who were going to the gallies, ſor the moſt grie- 
vous enormities.“ You, blockhead, cried Don ay 
ote incenſed, it neither concerns, nor belongs to knights - 
errant, to examine whether the affticted, the enſlaved 
and oppreſſed, whom they meet on the high-way, are 
reduced to theſe wretched circumſtances by their crimes, 
or their misfortunes; our buſineſs is only to aſſiſt them 
in their diſtreſs, having an eye to their ſufferings, and 
not to their demerits. I chanced to light upon a firing 
of miſerable and diſcontented objects, in behalf of whom 
1 acted according to the dictates of my religion, with- 
out minding-the conſequence ; and he who takes um- 
brage at what I have done, ſaving the ſacred character 
and honourable perſon of Mr. Licentiate, is, I inſiſt 
upon it, utterly ignorant of chivalry, and lies like the 
baſe-born fon of a whore; and this aſſertion I will make 
good with my ſword in the moſt ample manner.“ So 
ſaying, he fixed himſelf in the ſtirrups, and cocked his 
beaver; the barber's baſon, which he miſtock for Mam- 
brino's helmet hanging uſeleſs at the ſaddle-bow, until 
the damage it received from the galley-flaves could be 

repaired. | 
Dorothea, who was equally prudent and witty, un— 
derſtanding that every body preſent, except Sancho, di- 
verted themſelves with the extravagant humour of Don 
Quixote, was willing to have her ſhare of the entertain= 
ment, and accordingly, perceiving that his indignation 
was raiſed, „Sir knight, ſaid ſhe, I hope your worſhip 
will remember your promiſe to me, by which you are, 
reſtricted from engaging in any other adventure, how- 
ever prelling it may be. Subdue your reſentment 
B 4 there» 
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therefore, and be aſſured, that had Mr. Licentiate 
known the galley-ſlaves were ſet at liberty by that in- 
vincible arm, he would have taken three ſtitches in his 
mouth, and bit his tongue three times, rather than have 
uttered one word that ſhould redound to the prejudice 
of your worſhip.” „That I ſwear I would have done, 
faid the curate, ay, and” have plucked off one of my 
whiſkers to boot,” “Madam, anſwered the knight, I 
am ſilent. I will reſtrain the juſt indignation which be- 
gins to riſe within me, and proceed in the utmoſt peace 
and quiet, until I ſhall have fulfilled the boon I promiſ- 
ed to your highneſs: but, in recompence for this my 
kind intention, I beſeech you, if it be not too much 
trouble, to make me acquainted with the nature of your 
misfortune ; and tell me the number, quality and con- 
dition of thoſe perſons on whom Iam to take juſt ſatis- 
faction and full vengeance; in your behalf.“ “ With 
all my heart, anſwered Dorothea, tho* T am afraid of 
tiring you with a recitaFof my woes and misfortunes.” 
The knight aſſured her, that would be impoſſible; and 
ſhe reſumed, «© Well then, be fo good as to favour me 
with your attention.” 

At theſe words, Cardenio and the barber went up 
cloſe to her, in order to hear what ftory ſhe, in her 
diſcretion, would invent; and Sancho Panza, who was 
us much deceived as his maſter, followed their example. 
After ſhe lad ſeated herſelf firmly in the ſaddle, cleared 
her pipes with a hem or two, and made other prelimi- 
nary geſtures, ſhe, witl great ſprightlineſs, thus began : 

In thefirſt place, gentlemen, you muſt know, that 
my name is — - Here ſhe made a full ſtop, hav- 
ing forgot how the curate had chriſtened her: but, th:3 
defect was ſoon remedied ; for, immediately conceiving 
the cauſe of her heſitaton, be faid, „It is no wonder, 
madam, that your highnefs is diſturbed and diſordered 
at the recollection of your misfortunes, which are often 
ſo great, as to impair the memory to ſuch a degree, that 
the affficted cannot even remember their own names: 
this effect they have had upon you, madam, who have 
forgot that you are the princeſs Micomicona legitimate 
heireſs to the great kingdom of Micomicon. With the 
aſſiſtance of this hint, your highneſs will * 
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the whole thread of your ſtory, to your ſorrowful re- 
membrance.” Lou are in the right, replied the dam- 
ſel, and I believe I ſhall be able to bring my true narra- 
tive to a happy conelsſion, without further prompting. 
The king, my father, whoſe name was Tinacrio the 
ſage, foreſaw, by his profound ſkill in magic, that my 
mother, who was called queen Naramilla, would die 
before him, and that, as he himſelf muſt quit this life 
ſoon after, I ſhould be left an helpleſs orphan : but, 
this conſideration, he ſaid, did not give him ſo much 
pain and confuſion, as the certain foreknowledge, that 
a monſtrous giant, lord of a great iſland that bordered 
on our kingdom, called Pandahtilando of the gloomy aſ- 
pect : (tor, it is affirmed, that altho' his eyes are, like 
any other perſon's, placed in the middle of his face, he 
always looks aikance, as if be ſquinted ; and this obli- 
quity the malicious tyrant practiſes, in order to ſur- 
priſe and intimidate thoſe who behold him ;) I ſay, my 
father ſoreſaw by his art, that this giant, informed or 
my being an orphan, would invade me with a great ar- 
my, and deprive me of my whole kingdom, without 
leaving ſo much as a village for my retreat; and that 
nothing could prevent this ruin and misfortune, unleſs 
I would conſent to marry him: tho” fo far as he could 
learn, it would never come into my thoughts, to make 
ſuch an unequal match: and truly his conjecture was 
well founded; for, it never entered into my head, to 
wed any giant, or other perſon, howfoever tall and 
unmeaſurable he might be. My father, therefore, ad- 
viſed me, that when, after his death, I ſhould get no- 
tice that Pandafilando was beginning to invade my king- 
dom ; I ſhould not ſtay to put myſelf in a poſture of 
defence, which would prove my delttu con, but, freel) 
leave him the poſſeſſion of my realms, if I was refolyed 
to avoid my own death, and to prevent the total de- 
ſtruction of my good and faithful ſubjects ; for, it 
would be impoſſible to defend myſelf againſt the infer- 
nal force of the giant: but, that I ſhould immediatel 
Jet out for Spain, where I would find a remedy for al 
my misfortunes, in the perſon of a certain knight-er- 
rant, whoſe fame would be, at that time, ſpread over the 
whole kingdom, and whoſe name, if I remember right, 
n Voulcd 
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would be Don Hackſot or Kickſot.“ © Don Quixote 
your ladyſhip would ſay, cried Sancho, interpoſing, alias 
the knight of the rueful countenance, “ The very 
ſame replied Dorothea; he told me. moreover, that this 
knight would be a tall man, with a long meagre viſage, 
and have on his right fide, below his left ſhoulder, or 
thereabouts, a grey mole garniſhed with hairs, which 
bear ſome reſemblance to a hog's briſtles.” 

Don Quixote hearing this circumſtance, ſaid to his 
ſquire, Come hither, ſon Sancho, and help me to 
ſtrip; for, I want to ſee if I am actually the knight of 
whom that ſage king foretold.“ Why ſhould your 
worſhip ſtrip ?” ſaid Dorothea, © In order to ſatisfy my- 


ſelf about that mole which your royal father mention— 


ed,” «You need not give yourſelf that trouble, ſaid 
Sancho, I know your worſhip hath juſt ſuch a mole on 
the middle of your back-bone, which is a fign of 
ſtrength.” © "That aſſurance is ſuſhcient, reſumed Do- 
rothea, for, a friends, we ought not to ſland upon 
trifles ; and it 18 of very little conſequence whether the 
mole be upon the ſhoulder or the back-bone ; provided 
there is really ſuch a mark on any part of your body, 
which is all compoſed of the ſame fleſh : without doubt 
my worthy father was right in every thing he prognoſ- 
ticated; and I have exactly followed his directions, in 
recommending my cauſe to the protection of ſignor 
Don Quixote, who 1s certainly the individual knight 
my father deſcribed ; ſince his features correſpond with 
his fame, which fills not only Spain, but, likewiſe the 
whole province of la Mancha “*; for, ſcarce had 1 
Janded at Offuna, than hearing of his vaſt exploits, my 
mind ſuggeſted, that he muſt be the very perſon I came 
in queſt of.” “ How could your highneſs, ſaid Don 

Quixote, land at Offuna, which is not a ſea-port. 
Before ſhe had time to make a reply, the curate took 
the taſk upon himſelf, ſaying, © The princeſs muſt 
mean, that after ſhe landed at Malaga, Oſſuna was the 
firſt place in which ſhe heard of your worſhip.” “That 
was 


* This is a diverting example of the Bathos, not unlike that an- 
ticlimax repeated in the art of ſinking. ' | 
Nor Alps, nor Appenines could keep us out, 
Nor ſortified redoubt ! 
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was my meaning, ſaid Dorothea,” © There is nothing 
more plain, anſwered the prieſt, and now, your majeſ- 
ty may proceed.” „ have nothing more to ſay, re- 
ſumed the princeſs, but that, at length, deſtiny has been 
ſo favourable to me, in my finding Don Quixote, I rec- 
kon, and look upon myſelf as queen again, and miſ- 
treſs of my whole realms, ſince out of his great cour- 
teſy and magnificence, he hath promiſed, in conſe- 
quence of the boon I aſked, to go with me, whitherſo- 
ever I ſhall conduct him; and my intention is no other 
than to bring him face to face, with Pandafilando of 
the gloomy aſpect, that he may, by putting him to 
death, reſtore me to the poſſeſſion of that which he ſo. 
unjuſtly uſurps : and all this will literally happen, as it 
was propheſied by my worthy father Tinacrio the ſage, 
who hath alſo left it written in Chaldean or Greek cha- 
rafters, for, I cannot read them, that if the knight 
m>ntioned in the prophecy ſhould, after having cut off 
the giant's head, demand me in marriage, I muſt in- 
ſtantly accept of him as my lawful huſband, without 
the leaſt heſitation, and give him immediate poſſeſſion 
of my perſon and throne.” 

Don Quixote hearing this circumſtance, cried, 
&«& What d'ye think now, friend Sancho? d'ye hear what 
paſſes? and did not T tell thee as much? Obſerve now, 
whether or not, we have not a queen to marry, and a 
kingdom to govern.” «© Adzookers ! it is even fo, cried 
the ſquire, and plague upon the ſon of a whore who 
refuſes to marry her, as ſoon as Mr. Pandafilando's 
weazond is cut : then, what a delicate morſel the queen 
is! odd! I wiſh all the fleas in my bed were ſuch as 
ſhe !” So ſaying, he cut a brace of capers, with marks 
of infinite ſatisfaction, then running up, and taking 
hold of the bridle of Dorothea's mule, made ber halt, 
while he, falling down on his knees before her, be- 
ſought the princeſs to let him kiſs her hand, in token of 
his recerving her as his queen and miſtreſs. Which of 
the company could behold the madneſs of the maſter, 
and the ſimplicity of the man, without laughing! Do- 
rothea actually gave him her hand, and promiſed to 
make him a grandee, as ſoon as, by the favour. of hea. 
ven, ſhe ſhould be reſtored to the poſſeſſion of her king- 


dom ; 
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dom ; and he thanked her in terms which redoubled 
the mirth of all preſent. 

„This, gentlemen, added the damſel, is my ſtory, 
and nothing now remains, but to tell you, that of all 
the people who attended me when Ileft my own coun- 
try, not one ſurvives, except this well-bearded ſquire ; 
all the reſt having periſhed in a dreadful ſtorm that 
overtook us after we were within fight of land : he and 
I miraculouſly floated to the ſhore on two planks ; and 
indeed the whole courſe of my life, as you may have 
obſerved in my narration, hath been full of myſtery 
and wonder, If I have in any thing exceeded the 
bounds of credibility, or been leſs accurate than I ought, 
I hope you will impute it to that cauſe aſſigned by the 


Licentiate, in the beginning of my ſtory, namely, the 


continual and extraordinary affliction which often im- 
pairs the memory of the infortunate,” „ But, mine 
ſhall not be impaired, moſt high and virtuous lady! ſaid 
Don Quixote, by all the misfortunes I ſhall undergo in 
your ſervice, let them be never fv great and unprece- 
dented : therefore, I again confirm the boon I have 
promiſed, and ſwear to attend you even to the world's 
end, until I get fight of that ferocious adverſary of 
yours, whoſe proud head I hope to lice off, with the 
aſſiſtance of God, my own arm, and the edge of this 
(I will not ſay good) ſword ; thanks to Gines de * Paſ- 
ſamonte who ran away with my own :” (this laſt apoſ- 
trophe he muttered between his teeth, and then pro- 
ceeded, aloud, ſaying) © And after I ſhall have depriv- 
ed him of his head, and put you in peaceable poſſeſſion 
of your throne, you ſhall be at free liberty to diſpoſe 
of your perſon, according to your own will and plea- 
ſure ; for, while my memory is engroſſed, my will en- 
flaved, and my underſtanding ſubjected to her who— 
I ſay no more, but that it is impoſhble 1 ſhould incline, 
or have the leaſt thought towards marrying any other 

rſon, tho' the were a perfect phoenix,” 

Sancho was ſo much diſguſted at this declaration of 
his maſter, refuſing the martiage, that raiſing his voice 


he cried, with great indignation, Signor Don Quix- 


ote, 


o If the knight was robbed of his own fwerd ty nes; where did 
he find that which he wore cn this cooatlor: ? 
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ote, I vow and ſwear your worſhip is crazy, elſe you 
would never boggle at marrying ſuch a high-born prin- 
ceſs as this ! Do you imagine that fortune will offer ſuch 
good luck at every turn, as ſhe now preſents ? or pray, 
do you think my lady Dulcinea more handſome than 
the princeſs? I am ſure ſhe is not half ſo beautiful, and 
will even venture to ſay, that ſhe is not worthy to tie 


her majeſty's ſhoe-{trings. How the plague ſhall I ever 


obtain the carldom Jexpect, if your worſhip goes thus 
a fiſhing for muſhrooms at ſea? Marry her, marry her, 
in the devil's name, without much ado; lay hold on 
this kingdom that drops, as it were, into your hand; 
and, after your coronation, make me a marquis or 
lord lieutenant, and then the devil, if he will, may run 
away with the reſt,” 

Don Quixote was enraged, when he heard ſuch blaſ- 
phemies uttered againſt his miſtreſs Dulcinea, and lift- 
ing up his lance, without ſpeaking a ſyllable, or giving 
the leaſt notice of his intention, diſcharged two ſuch 
hearty blows upon the ſquire, as brought him inſtantly 
to the ground, and had not Dorothea called aloud, and 
begged of him to forbear, would certainly have mur- 
dered poor Sancho on the ſpot. ** Do you think, (ſaid 
he, aſter ſome pauſe) you plebeian ſcoundrel, that I will 
always ſtand with my hands in my pockets; and that 
there 1s nothing to be done, but for you to miſbehave, 
and for me to forgive you? I'll teach you better man- 
ners, you excommunicated raſcal, for ſuch to be ſure 
you are, elſe you would not wag your tongue againſt 
the peerleſs Dulcinea, Don't you know, you grove- 
ling beggarly villain, that were it not for the valour with 
which ſhe inſpires this arm, I ſhould not have enough 
to kill a flea ? Tell me, you viperiſh ſcoffer, what you 
think hath won this kingdom, cut off the giant's head, 
and made yon a marquis, for all this I look upon as al- 
ready done and determined? Is it not the valour of 
Dulcinea that makes uſe of my arm as the inſtrument of 
her exploits ? In me ſhe fights and overcomes; in her 
I hive, breathe, and have my being. O thou whoreſon, 
bs rg ruthan, who ſeeſt thyſelf raiſed from the 
duſt of the earth, to the rank of nobility, and repayeft 
the obligation by flandering thy benefatlieſs.” 

Sancho, 
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Sancho, was not ſo roughly handled but he heard 
every ſyllable that his maſter ſpoke, and ſtarting up as 
nimbly as he could, ran behind Dorothea's palfrey, from 
whence, he ſaid to the knight, © Pray, Sir, if your 
worſhip is determined againſt marrying this great prin- 
ceſs, is it not plain that the kingdom cannot be yours; 
and if that be the caſe, what favours can you beſtow 
upon me? This is what I complain of, I would your 
worſhip would, once for all, marry this queen, who is, 
as it were, rained down from heaven upon us; and 
then you may converſe with my lady Dulcinea, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of ſome kings who keep concubines. 
As to the affair of beauty, I will not intermeddle, 
but, if the truth may be told, I like them both very 
well, tho' I never ſaw my lady Dulcinea in my life.“ 
« How! not ſeen her? blaſphemous traitor! cried 
Don Quixote ; have you not juſt brought a meſſage 
from her?” © I ſay, anſwered Sancho, that when I ſaw 
ber, I had not an opportun:ty of examining the particu- 
lars of her beauty and good qualities one by one; but 
altogether, ſhe pleaſed me very much.” „ Now, 
Sancho, faid Don Quixote, I exculpate thee, and thou 
muſt forgive what I did in my wrath ; for, no man can 
command the firſt emotions of his paſhon.” * "Phat I 
can plainly perceive, anſwered the ſquire, and there- 
fore, the deſire of ſpeaking is always the firſt motion in 
me; and truly, when once my tongue begins to itch, I 
cannot ſor my blood keep it within my teeth.“ «© For 
all that, friend Sancho, ſaid the knight, I would have 
you conſider before vou ſpeak; for, tho' the pitcher 
goes oſten to the well—I need not mention what fol- 
lows ;”, © In good time rephed the ſquire, there is a 
God above, who ſees the ſnare, and will judge which 
of us is moſt to blame; I in ſpeaking, or your worſhip 
in doing evil.” “Let there be no more of this San- 
cho, ſaid Dorothea, but run and kiſs your maſter's hand, 
and beg his pardon ; and henceforth, ſet a better guard 
upon your praiſe, and diſparagement : above all things, 
beware of ſaying any thing to the prejudice of that la- 
dy Toboſo, whom I know by nothing elſe than my in- 


clination to ſerve her: and if you put your truſt in 
God, 
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God, you will not fail of acquiring ſome eſtate, by 
which you will live like a prince. 

Sancho took her advice, and, hanging his head, went 
to beg a kiſs of his maſter's hand, which was granted 
with great ſolemnity of deportment ; nay, the knight 
gave him his bleſſing alſo, deſiring he would attend him 


57 while he rode on a little before the reſt of the compa- 
"By ny, that he might have a better opportunity of aſking 
* a few queſtions, and converſing with him about affairs 


of the utmoſt importance. Sancho obeyed the order, 
and the two having advanced a good way before the 
reſt, *« Since thy return, ſaid Don Quixote, I have had 
neither time nor convenience, to enquire about many 
particular circumſtances of thy embaſly, with the an- 


3 ſwer thou haſt brought: and now, that fortune favours 
2 us with a fit opportunity, thou muſt not deny me the 
= pleaſure I ſhall receive from thy agreeable informati- 


on.” © Your worſhip, anſwered the ſquire, may aſk as 
many queſtions as you pleaſe : I hope my anſwers will 
; make the end anſwer the beginning of your content ; 
7 but, Iintreat your worſhip, dear Sir, not to be ſo re- 
vengeful for the future: Why do'ſt thou call me re- 
vengeful,” ſaid the knight? ** Becauſe reſumed the 
ſquire, thoſe blows I was juſt now honoured with, were 
more owing to the quarrel the devil picked between us, 
t'other night, than to any thing I ſaid againſt my lady 
Dulcinea, whom I love and reverence as a relic, tho” 
ſhe be not one, merely, becauſe ſhe appertains to your 
worſhip.” „No more of theſe reflexions, on thy life, 
ſaid Don Quixote; elſe thou wilt give me freſh um- 
brage : I freely forgave thee at that time, and thou 
knowelt, that, according to the common obſervation, 

Every new fault, deſerves a new penance.” | 
While this converſation paſſed between them, they 
% perceived a man riding towards them on an aſs; and, 
when he came a little nearer, diſcerned him to be a gyp- 
fie : but, Sancho Panza, who ſent his ſoul abroad with 
his eyes, to examine every aſs that appeared, no ſooner 
beheld the rider, than he recogniſed Gines de Paſſa- 
monte, and by the thread of the gypſie diſcovered the 
clue of his own aſs ; for, it was aCtually Dapple that 
carried Paſſamonte, who, for the better convenience of 
| mh ſelling 
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ſelling the beaſt, had diſguiſed himſelf in the dreſs of 
a gyplie, whoſe language, with many others, he could 
ſpeak as fluently as his mother tongue. Sancho ſaw 
and recollected him, and no ſooner had he ſeen and re- 
collected him, than he bellowed forth, “ Ah villain Gi- 
nefillo ! reſtore my goods give mc back the com- 
fort of my life rob me not of my heart's content 
—give me my aſs—give me my darling—fly, thief-—— 
ikip, robber; and feek not to preſerve that which is 
none of thy own. 


There was no need of all this exclamation and re- 


proach ; for, Gines leaped off at the firſt word, and at 
a pretty round trot, which might have paſſed for a gal- 
lop,, made the beſt of his way, and vaniſhed in a 
twjnkling. Sancho running to his aſs, embraced it 
with great affęction, ſaying, © How haſt thou been, 
my dear Dapple ? my truſty companion and joy of my 
eyes!“ Then kifſed and careffed it as if it had been a 
chriſtian ; while Dapple very peaceably received theſe 
demonſtrations of love and kindneſs, without anſwering 
one word, 'The whole company wiſhed him joy of his 
recovery; particularly Don Quixote, who aflured him, 
that altho'he had retrieved Dapple, the promiſe of thc 
three colts ſhould not be annulled ; and Sancho thank- 
ed him for his generoſity, 

While the maſter and man were converſing by them- 
ſelves, the curate told Dorothea, that ſhe had behaved 
with great diſcretion in her ſtory, both with regard to 
the matter and brevity of it, as well as the reſemblance 
it bore to thoſe legends that are found in books of chi- 
valry. She obſerved that ſhe had employed a good part 
of her leiſure time in reading ſuch romances, but, be- 
ing ignorant of the fituation of different provinces and 
ſeaports, ſhe had ſpoke at random, when ſhe menti- 
ened her landing at Offuna. I thought ſo, reſumed 
the prieſt, and made all haſte to adjuſt 'matters by what 
I ſaid : but, is it not very ſtrange, to ſee with what 
facility this poor unfortunate gentleman ſwallows all 
thoſe lies and liftions, meerly, becauſe they are deliver- 
ed in the ſtile and manner of his nonſenſical books ?“ 
« So very ſtrange and ſingular, ſaid Cardenio, that I 
queſtion if there be any genius whatever ſo fertile as 
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Chap. 3 DON QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHA- 31 


to frame ſuch a character by the meer force. of inven» 
tion:“ „And what is a very remarkable circumſtance, 
replied the curate, waving thoſe extravagancies which, 


this worthy gentleman utters upon the. ſubject. of. his 


diſorder, he can diſcourſe upon other topics with ſur- 
prißag ability, and appears to be a man of great knows 
ledge and intellects: fo that, if you do not touch up- 
on chivalry, his hearers. muſt laok upon him as a per- 
fon of excellent underſtanding, 


While they were engaged in this: converſation, Don 


Quixote proceeded. in his with Sancho, to whom he 
ſaid, Come, friend Sancho, let us forget what is paſt, 
with regard to animoſity, and tell me, without any in- 
gredient of rancour and reſentment, where. and how 
you found Dulcinea ? What was ſhe doing? What did 
the ſay ? What anſwer did ſhe. make? How. did: ſhe 


look when ſhe read my letter? Who tranſcribed. it for 


her peruſal? Theſe particulars, and every other cir- 
cumſtance of the affair, which you think worthy to be 
known, aſked and anſwered; L expect you will explain, 


without ſeeking. to increaſe. my pleaſure with falſe. ad- 


ditions, much leſs to diminiſſi it. by malicious omiſſien.”* 
«© Signor, anſwered Sancho, if the truth muſt. be told, 
no body tranſcribed the letter; becauſe I had no letter 
to be tranſcribed,” „That is very true, replied: the 
knight; for, two days after thy. departure, I found the 
wa 3d 9 in which it was written; a circumſtance 
that gave me infinite pain, as I could not conceive what 
thou wouldſt do, when the miſtake ſhould appear; in- 
deed I always imagined thou. wouldſt have returned hi- 
ther immediately upon the diſcovery.” „That would 
certainly have been the caſe, ſaid the ſquire, if, when 
your worſhip read it to me, I had not retained tt in my 
memory, ſo perfect as to be able to dictate it to a pariſh 
clerk, who, as J repeated, tranſcribed it ſo exac ly, that 
he ſaid, in all the days of his life, tho* he had read 
many letters of excommunication, he had never ſeen 


fuch a clever letter as yours.” And doſt thou ſtill 
retain it ?“ ſaid Don Quixote? „No, Sir, replied San- 


cho. For, after I had repeated it to the clerk, E thought 
there was no further occaſien to- retain it, and therefore 


let 
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let it ſlip out of my remembrance. ; or, if any part re- 

mains, it is that of the ſubterrene——— I mean ſove- 
reign lady, and the concluſion, Yours till death, the 
knight of the rueful countenance ; with about three 
hundred ſouls, and lives, and pigſnies, which I ſet 
down in the middle, 


CHAP. Iv. 


The ſavoury converſation that paſſed between Don 
Quixote and his ſquire Sancho Panza z with many 
other incidents, $4 


66. LL this is pretty well; proceed, faid Don 
Quixote: how was that queen of beauty em- 
ployed, when you arrived? I dare ſay, you found her 
ſtringing pearls, or embroidering ſome device for this 
her captive knight, with threads of gold.” No truly, 
anſwered the Wie 3 I found her winnowing two 
buſhels of wheat in the yard.” © Then you may 
depend upon it, reſumed the knight, the grains of that 
wheat were converted into pearls by the touch of her 
hand: and didſt thou obſerve, my. friend, whether it 
was of the finer or common ſort ?”? „Why neither, 
faid Sancho, it ſeemed to be as it were, red wheat.” 
But, ſince it was winnowed by her fair hands, an- 
ſwered Don Quixote, 1 dare affirm, it will make the 
whiteſt bread in Spain. Go on with thy information.“ 
When the letter was delivered did ſhe not kiſs it, and 
Place it upon the crown of her head, in token of re- 
ſpect ?. did ſhe not perform ſome ceremony worthy of 
the ſender ? pray how did ſhe receive it?“ „ When I. 
preſented the letter, anſwered Sancho, ſhe was in a 
main hurry, winnowing a large heap of wheat that was 
in her ſieve; and ſaid to me, Friend, lay down the 
letter on that ſack; for I can't pretend to read it, until 
J have made an end of my work.” * Diſcreet lady 
cried the knight; her intention certainly was to read it 
at her leiſure, that, ſhe might recreate herſelf with the 
contents Proceed, Sancho———and while ſhe 
was thus employed, what converſation paſſed between 
you ? what queſtions did ſhe atk concerning me? * 
ERA what 


— 
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what anſwers didſt thou make? Recount the whole, 
without leaving one ſyllable untold.” 

„She aſked me no queſtions, replied the ſquire; 
but, I told her, how I had left your worſhip doing pe- 
nance for love of her, ſkipping among thoſe rocks, na- 
55 ked from the waſte, upwards, like a meer ſavage, ſleep- 
ing on the bare ground; neglecting to eat your food 
like a chriſtian or to comb your head like a decent 
man, but whining, and weeping, and curfing your for-. 
tune.“ If you ſaid I curſed my fortune, you miſre- 
preſented me, ſaid Don Quixote; for I bleſs my fate, 
and will bleſs it all the days of my life, for having made. 
me worthy to aſpire to the love of ſuch an high lady as 
Dulcinea del Toboſo.“ „High indeed ! anſwered San- 
cho, for, in faith ſhe is a good hand taller than I am.” 
„How, haſt thou been meaſured with her, Sancho?“ 
ſaid the knight. Fl tell you how, anſwered the ſquire; 
while 1 was helping her to lay a load of corn upon- 
an aſs, we came ſo cloſe together, that I could eaſily 
perceive ſhe over-topped me by a full hand.” «That 
may be true, ſaid Don Quixote; tho? her tallneſs is ac- 
companied and adorned by a myriad of mental gra- 
ces. But, this you will not deny, Sancho, that while, 

u were ſo near her, your noſtrils were regaled by a 
Sabzan odour, an aromatic fragrance à certain delici- 
ous ſenſation, for which there is no name. I mean a 
icent, a perfume, ſuch as fills the ſhop of ſome curious; 
glover.” © All that I can ſay, anſwered Sancho, is, that 
] was ſenſible of a fort of rammiſh ſmell,. which I be- 
lieve, was owing to her being in a muck ſweat with hard 
work.” “ That is impoſſible, cried the knight; thy ſenſe 
muſt have been depraved ; or that ſmell muſt. have pro- 
ceeded from thy own body; for, I am perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the odour of that roſe among, briars, that 
lily of the valley, that liquid amber,”” It may be ſo, 
faid Sancho: I have often known ſuch ſmells come 
from myſelf, as then ſeemed to come from my lady 
Dulcinea : but that is not to be wondered at; becauſe, 
as the ſaying is, every - fiend may ſtink of brimſtone.““ 
„Well then, added Don Quixote, ſhe. hath now win- 
nowed the wheat, and ſent it to the mill, how did ſhe 
behave after ſhe had read mv letter.“ „ The letter, 

anſwered 
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anſwered Sancho, was not read at all : for, as ſhe could 
neither read nor write, ſhe choſe to rend and tear it to 
pieces, rather than give it to any body who might pub- 
liſh her ſecrets, in the village; ſaying, ſhe was very 
well ſatisfied with the information I gave her, by word 
of mouth, concerning your worſhip's love for her, and 
the extraordinary penance J left you doing on her ac- 
count. Finally, ſhe bad me tell you, that ſhe kiſſed 
your worſhip's hands, being much more deſirous of 
ſeeing than writing to you, and therefore ſhe intreated 
and commanded your worſhip, by theſe preſents, to quit 
this deſart, and leave off playing the fool, and. forth- 
with, ſet out on our journey to Toboſo, provided that 
ſomething elſe of greater importance ſhould not happen; 
for, ſhe longed very much for a ſight of your worſhip : 
ana laughed heartily when I told her, that you had ta- 
ken the name of the knight of the rueful countenance. 
When, I aſked, If the  Biſcayan had been lately with 
her, ſhe anſwered, Ves; and that he was very much 
of a gentleman : but, when J enquired about the galley- 
ſaves, the ſaid, the had: as yet ſeen none of them.“ 
©" Ficherto, all'goet well, ſaid the knight; but, pray 
tell me, what jewel. ſhe gave you at parting, for the 
news you bad brought of me her lover; for, it is an 
ancient practice and-cuſtom among. knights-errant and 
their miſtreſſes, to beſtow upon their ſvires, damſels 
or dwarfs, who bring them neus of each other, ſome 
rich jewel, as a reward and acknowledgment for the 
meflage,” It may be fo, ſaid Sancho, and I think 
it an excellent cuſtom ; but, that muſt have been in 
times palt: for, in this age, it is cuſtomary to give no- 
thing but a piece of bread and cheeſe, which was all 
the preſent I received from my lady Dulcinea, who 
reached it over the yard wall, when I took my leave ; 
by this token, that the cheeſe was made of ewes milk.” 
4 She is liberal to exceſs, ſaid the knight; and if ſhe 
omitted giving thee a jewel, it muſt certainly have been 
owing to her not having any by her; but all in good 
time “: I ſhall ſee her ſoon, and then every thing will 
be fet to rights. Vet, there is one thing, Sancho, 
which 


* Litterly, Sleeves are good even after Eaſter, i, e. Though 
a good thing come late, it is never unſeaſonable. | 
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- which overwhelms me with aſtoniſhment. You ſeem 
to have travelled thro' the air; for, you have ſpent 
little more than three days in your journey ; though 
Poboſo is more than thirty leagues diſtant from hence. 
From this extraordinary expedition, I conjecture, that 
the ſage, who is my friend, and intereſts himſelf in my 
affairs, and ſuch there certainly is, and muſt be, elſe [ 
ſhould be no true knight-errant : I ſay, this enchanter 
muſt have afliſted thee in thy journey, tho' thou didſt 
not perceive it ; for, ſome there are of that claſs, who 
will take up a knight-errant while he is aſleep in his 
bed, and without his knowing any thing of the matter, 
he ſhall awake next morning in ſome place more than a 
thouſand leagues from the houſe where he took up his 
lodging the night before ; and without ſuch ſudden 
tranſportations, it would be impoſhble for knights to 
ſuccour each other in diſtreſs; as they frequently do. 


A knight-errant, for example, happens to be fighting 


in the deſarts ot Armenia, with ſome fierce dragon, 
dreadful goblin, or rival knight; and being worited, 
and juſt at the point of being flain, behold, when he 
leaſt expe us it, there ſuddenly appears in a cloud or 
fiery chariot, another knight, a ſriend of his, who, but a 
minute before, reſided in England, and who afliſt and 
delivers him from death : then that ſame knight, finds 
himſelf ſupping at his eaſe, in his own houſe, which is 
oſten two or three thouſand leagues from the field of 
battle: and all this is effected by the induſtry and art 
of ſage inchanters, who take thoſe valiant knights un- 
der their protection. 

Wherefore, friend Sancho, I can eafily believe, that 
thou haſt in fo little time, travelled from hence to Fo— 
boſo and back again; becauſe, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, ſome friendly ſage muſt have carried thee 
through the air, though thou didſt not perceive it.” 
% Not unlikely, replied the ſquire, for in good faith, 
Rozinante went like a gypſy's aſs, with quickſilver in 
his ears.” With quickfilver, cried the knight; ay, and 
a legion of Demons to hoot, who are beings that travel 
_ themſelves, and make other people travel as faſt as they 
pleaſe, without tiring. * 

But, waving this ſubject, how do'ſt thou think I 
ought 
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ought to regulate my conduct, now that my miſtreſs 


commands me to appear in her preſence | for, although 


1 find myſelf obliged ts comply with her orders, | am 
utterly incapacitated by the boon I have granted to this 

rinceſs; and I am bound, by the laws of chivalry 
to fulfil my promiſe, before I indulge my inclination. 
On one hand, [ am perſecuted and haraſſed by the de- 
fire of ſeeing Dulcinea ;z on the other, I am incited and 
invited by my honour, and the glory I ſhall acquire in 
this enterprize. I am therefore determined to travel 
with all expedition, until I arrive at the place where 
the giant reſides, and when I ſhall have reſtoredthe 
princeſs to the peaceful poſſeſſion of her kingdom, after 
having ſhortened the uſurper by the head, Iwill return 
to the rays of that beauty which enlightens my thoughts; 
an! excuſe myſelf in ſuch a manner as to obtain her 
forgiveneſs, as ſhe will plainly perceive, that my delay 
tended to the increaſe of her glory and fame : ſeeing all 
my reputation in arms, paſt, preſent, or to come, pro- 
ceeds from her favour and inſpiration.“ ©* Lord! cried 
Sancho, how your worſhip is concerned about a parcel 
of potſheards. Pray teil me, fir, do 1-u intend to 
make this journey for nothing; and to let ſuch a rich and 
noble marriage as this ſlip through your fingers, while 
the dowry is no leſs than a kingdom, which, I have 
actually heard, is more than twenty thouſand leagues 
round, plentifully ſtored with every thing that is need- 
ful for the ſuſtenance of mortal man, and larger than 
Portugal and Caſtile put together ? Hold your tongue, 
a God's name, and take ſhame to yourſelf, for what 
you have ſaid: pardon my freedom, take my advice 
and marry in the firſt place where we can find a curate; 
or make uſe of our friend the licentiate, who will buckle 


you handſomely. Take notice, therefore, that lam of 


an age to give good counſel, and this that I offer will 
fit you to a hair; for, a bird in hand is worth two in 
the buſh; and, as the ſaying 1s, He that hath good in 
his view, and yet will not evil eſchew, his folly de- 
ſerveth to rue.” 

«Sancho, anſwered Don Quixote, if thou adviſeſt 


me to marry, with a view of ſeeing me king, after I 
| ſhall 
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ſhall have killed the giant, that | may have an opor- 
tunity of rewarding thee with what I have promiſed, 
thou muſt know, that I can eaſily gratify thy wiſhes, 
without wedding the princeſs; for, before I engage in 
the combat, I will covenant, that provided | come off 
conqueror, and decline the marriage, I ſhall have it in 
my power to diſpoſe of one part of the kindgdom, as I 
ſhall think proper; and to whom ſhould I giye it but to 
thee ?? „ That is very plain, replied the ſquire ; but, 
1 beſecch your worſhip to make choice of the ſea-coaſt, Y 
becauſe, it I ſhould happen to diſlike the country, I may 1 
{hip off my black ſlaves, and ſell them as I have already 1 
hinted. Wherefore, without troubling yourſelf, at 
preſent, about my lady Dulcinea, I would have you go | 
and lay the giant, and conclude that affair, from which, 
before God ! we ſhall certainly reap much honour and 
advantage,” I tell thee, Sancho, ſaid Don Quixote, 
thou art in the right, and I will follow thy advice, fo 
far as it regards my attendance upon the princeſs, be- 
fore I viſit Dulcinea. But, ſay not a word to any body, 
even thoſe of our company not excepted, of this con- 
verſation; for, as ſhe is ſo reſerved and careful of con- 
cealing her ſentiments, it would be inexcuſable in me, 
if I, or any other thro' my means, ſhould diſcloſe them.“ 
“Since that is the caſe, ſaid the ſquire, why does your 
worſhip command all thoſe that are vanquiſhed by your 
arm, to go and preſent themſelves before my lady Dul- 
cinea? You may as well give it under your hand, that 
you are her true and truſty lover : for, if you compe! 
them to fall upon their kneus before her, and ſay they 
are ſent by your worſhip, to pay homage to her, how 
is it poſſible, that the ſentiments of either you or her 
can be concealed ?” 

What an ignorant and ſimple fellow thou art! re— 
ſumed the knight, canſt thou not ſee thatallthis redounds 
to her praiſe and exaltation? ——— Thou muſt know, 
that in our ſtile of chivalry, it is deemed a great honour 
for a lady to be admired by a great many knights, whoſe 
wiſhes extend no farther than to the defire of ſerving her 
for her own ſake, without expeCting any other reward 
for their great and manifold ſervices, than the glory of 
being admitted into the number of her knights,” „In 
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like manner, ſaid Sancho, I have heard a prieſt in the 
'pulpit, obſerve, that'we mult love our Saviour for his 
own ſake, without being moved thereto, - by any fear 
of puniſhment or hopes of applauſe : though for my 
owa part, I am inclined to love and ſerve him, on ac- 
count of his power.” Now, the devil take the clown! 
cried Don Quixote, he ſometimes makes ſuch ſhrewd 
obſervations, that one would think he had actually ſtu- 
died!“ © And yet, upon my conſcience, anſwered 
the ſquire, I know not ſo much as my letters,” At 


that inſtant, maſter Nicholas calling aloud to them, to. 


{ſtop a little, that the reſt might have time to drink at 
a ſpring which they found in the way; Don Quixote 
turned back, to the no ſmall ſatisfaction of Sancho, who. - 
was already tired with telling lies, and afraid of bein 
detected by his malter ; for, although he knew that 
Dulcinea was the daughter of a peaſant at 'Toboſo, he 
had never ſeen her in his life. By this time Cardenio 
tad put on the cloaths which Dorothea wore, when 

they found her, and though they were none of the molt 
elegant, he made a much better hgure than with his. 
tattered dreſs, which he now threw away. - Te whole 
company fat down by the ſpring, where, while they ap- 
peaſed the keen hunger that poſfeſſed them all, with 
what the curate had brought from the inn, a lad chau- 5 
ced to paſs that way, who, locking earneſtly at the 
whole company, at jength ran up to Don Quixote, and 
embracing his knees, began to blubber moſt heartily, 
ſaying, “ Ah ! ſignor, don t you know me ? look at me 
again; [ am that ſame individual young man, called 
Andrew, whom your worſhip delivered from the tree to 
which I was tied.” * The knight recollected his fea- 
tures, and taking him by the hand, addrefled himſelf to 
the company, in theſe words : 

„That you may fee of what importance knight-er- 
rantry 1s, to redreſs the wrongs and grievances which 
are daily committed by the inſolent and wicked wretches 
who live upon this earth, know, that as I paſſed by a 
wood ſome time ago, 1 heard the ſcreams and woeful 
"cries of ſome afflicted creature, in the utmoſt diſtreſs ; 
and, in conſequence of my oath' and obligation, riding 
towards the place from which the lamentation ſcemed 

to 


©. proteſted he had done nothing but aſked his og: 
do this affirmation, the maſter replied, by ſome a 


« 4 
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to.come, I found this very young man tied to an oak 


tree; and, I am glad. from my ſoul that he is here in 


perſon to hear witneſs to the truth. I ſay, he was 
bound to an oak, naked from the waiſt, upwards ; and, 
a peaſant, who, I afterwards underſtood, was his maſ- 
ter, ſtood ſcourging him with the reins of a bridle, 
When I enquired into the cauſe of this barbarous treat- 
.ment, the ruſtic anſwered, that he only whipped his 
own ſervant, for being guilty of ſome neglect that ſa- 
voured more of knaviſhneſs than ſimplicity. The boy 


eve- 
rations which I have forgot, but, though I heard his 


_ . excuſes, I would not admit of them. In ſhort, I or- 


dered the peaſant to untie the youth, and made him 


ſwear, that he would carry him home, and pay him 


his: wages in ready caſh, nay, and pay him in rials that 
ſhould be perfumed. Is not this litterally true, ſon 
Andrew ? didſt thou not obſerve, with what authority 
I commanded, and with what humility he promiſed to 
comply with every thing that I'impoſed, ſuggeſted and 


defired ? Anſwer without perturbation, or doubt, and 
tell this horfourable company what paſſed, that they 


may ſee, and be convinced of what uſe it is, as I ſaid, 
to have knights errant continually upon duty. 
All that. your worſhip hath told, is very true, 


anſwered the young man; but the end of the buſineis 


was quite the reverſe of what you imagined.” How | 
the reverſe ! cried the knight ; has not the peaſant paid 


' thee thy wages? Far from paying me my wages, 


ſaid Andrew, your worſhip was no ſooner out of the 


wood, and we by ourſelves again, than he bound me 


a ſecond time, to the ſame oak, and laſhed me fo ſe- 
verely, that I remained like St. Bartholomew, flay'd 


alive; and, at every ſtripe he jeered and ſcoffed and 


made game of your worſhip in ſuch a manner, that if 
it had not been for the exceſlive pain I felt, I could 


not have refrained from laughing at what he ſaid. In 


ſhort, he treated me fo cruelly, that till this very day, 


I have been in the hoſpital, for the cure of the wounds - 


I received from the miſchievous farmer: and, truly 
Vol. II. C your 
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your worſhip was the cauſe of all that J ſuffered ; for, 
if you had followed your own road, without going 
where no body called you, or meddling with other 
people's affairs, my maſter would have been fatisfied - 
with giving me a cool dozen or two, and then looſed 
and paid me my due. But when your worſhip abuſed ' 


him lo 3 and called him ſo many bad names, 


his choler was inflamed, and as he could not be re- 


venged upon you, as ſoon as you were gone, he diſ- 


charged the ſtorm of his wrath upon me, in ſuch a 


manner, that I ſhall never be my own man «gain.” 


« The misfortune, ſaid the knight, was in my leaving 
him, before I had ſeen thee paid; for, I ought to have 
known, by long experience, that no peaſant will keep 
his word, if he thinks it his intereſt to break it. But, 


thou mayeſt remember, Andrew, that I ſwore, if he did 
not perform his promiſe, I would return, and ſearch 


for him, unti] he ſhould be found, even if he ſhould 
Hide himſelf in the whale's belly.“ „Very true, replied 
Andrew; but that threat ſignifies nothing.“ Thou 


Malt preſently ſee what it ſignifies, reſumed Don Quix- 


ote, who getting up haſtily, ordered Sancho to bridle 
Roziante, who was following their example, in re- 


freſhing himſelf with graſs, 


When Dorothea aſked what he intended to do, he 


replied, he was going in queſt of the peaſant, to chaſtiſe 
him for his villainous behaviour, and make him pay 


Andrew to the laſt farthing, in ſpite and defiance of 
all the ruſtics upon earth.” To this declaration, ſhe 
anſwered, by defiring him to conſider that, according 


to the promiſed boon, he could not engage in any en- 


terprize, until her affair ſhould be finiſhed ; and fince 
this ſtipulation was known to himſelf better than to 
any other perſon, ſhe intreated him to repreſs his re- 
ſentment, till his return from her kingdom. “ That 
is very true, reſumed the knight, and Andrew muſt wait 
with patience for my return, as your majeſty obſerves; 
but, I repeat my oath and my promiſe, never to deſiſt 
until I ſhall have-ſeen his wages paid, and his injuries re- 
venged.” l don't thruſt to thoſe oaths, ſaid Andrew, 
and would rather, at preſent, have wherewithal to bear 
#5 expences to Sevil, than all the revenge in the * 
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be ſo good, if you have any victuals, to give me ſome- 
thing to eat upon my journey, and the Lord be with 
your worſhip and all knights-errant, who, I with, may 
always err as much in their own affairs, as they have 
done in mine.” Sancho, taking a luncheon of bread 
and cheeſe from the ſtore, gave it to the young man, 
ſaying, „Here, brother Andrew, take this: and now 
we have all ſhared in your misfortune.” When Andrew 
aſked, what ſhare of it had fallen to him, he replied, 
& That ſhare of bread and cheeſe which I have given 


you : and God knows whether I ſhall not feel the loſs 


of it; for, you muſt know, friend, that we ſquires of 
knights-errant are ſubject to many a hungry belly, with 
other misfortunes which are more eaſily felt than de- 
ſcribed.” 

Andrew accepted of the bread and cheeſe, and ſeeing 
that no body offered him any thing elſe, made his bows, 
and, as the ſaying is, took his foot in his“ hand. True 
it is, before he departed, he addreſſed himſelf to Don- 
Quixote, ſaying, © For the love of God ! Sir knight- 
errant, if ever you meet me again, ſpare yourſelf the 
trouble of coming to my aſſiſtance, even tho? you ſhould 
ſee me cut into minced meat, but leave me to my 
misfortune which cannot be ſo great, but that it may 
be increaſed by the ſuccour of your worſhip, whom God 
confound, together with all the knights-errant that ever 
were born.” Don Quixote ftarted up, in order to 
chaſtiſe him, but he ran away with ſuch nimbleneſs, 
that no body attempted to purſue him; and the knight 
was fo aſhamed of his exploit, that the company were 

at great pains to contain their laughter, to prevent his 
being quite out of countenance, 


CHAP. V. 


Which treats of what happened to Don Quixote and 


his company at the inn, 


1 ſumptuous meal being ended, they ſad- 
dled their beaſts, and without meeting any thing 


worthy of mention, arrived next day at the very inn 
C 2 which 


# Literally, Took the road in his hands« 
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which was ſo much the dread and terror of Sancho; but, 
unwilling as he was to enter, he could not avoid going 
into it. The innkeeper, his wife, daughter and Mari- 
tornes, ſeeing Don Quixote and Sancho at the gate, 
went out to receive them, with great demonſtrations of 
joy; and the knight returned their compliments with 
grave deportment and ſolemn approbation, deſiring 
them to prepare a better bed for him than that which 
he had occupied before. To this demand, the landlady 
anſwered, that, provided he would pay better than he 
did before, he ſhould lye like a prince: he promiſed to 
ſee her ſatisfied, and they immediately made up a tolera- 
ble bed, in the ſame garret where he had formerly lodg- 
ed, in which, he laid himſelf down, very much difor- 
dered, both in body and mind. He was no ſooner 
locked up in his chamber, than the landlady attacked 
the barber, and ſeizing him by the beard, cried, By my 
faith! you ſhall no longer uſe my tail for a beard. 
Give me my tail, I ſay, for, it is a ſhame to ſee how 
my huſband's thing is bandied about for want of it; 
I mean the comb that he uſed to ſtick in my tail.” But, 
the barber would not part with it, for all her tugging, 
until the prieſt deſired him to reſtore it; becauſe there 
was no further occaſion for the diſguiſe, as he might 
now appear in his own ſhape, and tell the knight, that 

after he had been robbed by the galley ſlaves, he had 
| Ned to that inn; and if he ſhould enquire for the prin- 
ceſs's gentleman-uther, they would tell him, ſhe had 
diſpatched him away before her, to advertiſe her friends 
and ſubjects, that ſhe was upon the road, accompanied 
by the deliverer of them all. Thus fatisfied, the barber 
willingly reſtored the landlady's tail, and every thing 
elſe they had borrowed, with a view of diſengaging 
Don Quixote from the mountain ; and all the people 
of the inn were aſtoniſhed at the any of Dorothea, 
as alſo at the gevteel mien of the ſwain Cardemo. The 
curate ordered them to get ready ſomething to eat; 
and the innkeeper, in hope of being well paid, dreſſed, 
with all diſpatch, a pretty reaſonable dinner, but, they 
did not think proper to waken Don Quixote, who, they 
believed, ſtood at that time more in need of ſleep than 


of food. — ; 
| 'The 
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The diſcourſe at table, in preſence of the innkeeper, 
his wife, daughter, Maritornes, and all the other lodgers, 
happening to turn upon the uncommon madneſs of the 
knight, and the condition in which they found him; 
the hoſteſs recounted to them, what had happened in 
her houſe, between him and the carrier ; then looking 
round the room, and ſeeing Sancho was not preſent, 
ſhe told the whole ſtory ot rhe blanketting, to the no 
ſmall entertainment of the company. The curate ob- 
ſerving that Don Quixote's underſtanding was diſordered 
by the books of chivalry he had read, the innkeeper 
replied, ** I cannot conceive how that is poſſible; for, 
really, in my opinion, they are the beſt reading in the 
world : I have now in my cuſtody two or three of them, 
together with ſome other papers, which, I verily believe, 
have preſerved not only my life, but alſo that of many 
others : for, .in harveſt time, a great number of reapers 
come hither, to paſs the heat of the day; and there 
being always, one among them, who can read, he takes 
up a book, and we, to the number of thirty or more, 
forming a ring about him, liſten with ſuch pleaſure, 
as were enough to miake an old man grow young again'; 
at leaſt, I can ſay for myſelf, when J hear him read of 
thoſe furious and terrible ſtrokes that have been given 
by certain knights, I am ſeized with the deſire of being 
at it myſelf; and could liſten to ſuch ſtories whole 
nights and days without ceaſing.” * I wiſh you would, 
with all my heart replied the wife; for, I am ſure, I 
never enjoy a quiet minute in the houſe, except when 
they are reading, and then you are ſo bamboozled 
with what you hear, you forget to ſcold for that time.” 
« Fhat is the very truth of the matter, ſaid Maritornes ; 
in good faith, I myſelf am hugely diverted, when TI 
hear thoſe things; they are ſo clever, eſpecially when 
they tell as how yon tother lady lay among orange 
trees, iu the embraces of her knight, while a duenna 
half dead with envy and furprize kept ſentry over 
them - odd ! all theſe things make my chaps wa- 
ter.“ 

* And what is your opinion of the matter, my young 
miſtreſs, ſaid the prieſt to the innkeeper's daughter ?” 
Truly, fignor, I don't well know, ſhe replied ; but, 
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liſten among the reſt, and really, tho' I do not under- 
ſtand it, I am pleaſed with what I hear: yet, I take 
no delight in thoſe ſtrokes that my father loves; but, 
in the lamentations made by the knights, when they 
are abſent from their miſtreſſes, which in good ſooth, 
often make me weep with compaſſion.” * Then you 
would ſoon give them relief, if they mourned for you, 
my pretty maid, faid Dorothea?“ „I don't know what 
I ſhould do, anſwered the girl; but, this I know, that 
ſome of thoſe ladies are ſo cruel, their knights call 
them lions, tygers, and a thouſand other reproachful 
names. Jeſus! I can't conceive what ſort of folks 
thoſe mult be, who are ſo hard-hearted and uncon- 
ſcionable as to let a man of honour die, or loſe his 
ſenſes, rather than take the leaſt notice of him : why 
ſhould they be ſo coy ? if their ſuiters court them in an 
honeſt way, let them marry, and that is all the men 
deſire.” „Hold your peace, child, ſaid the landlady ; 
methinks, you are too well acquainted with theſe 
things: young maidens, like you, ſhould neither know 
nor ſpeak ſo much,” The daughter faid, as the gen- 
tleman aſked her the queſtion, ſhe could do no lefs than 
anſwer him; and the curate demanding a fight of the 
books.“ With all my heart,” replied the innkeeper, 
who going to his own chamber, brought out an old port- 
manteau lecured with a chain, which being opened, the 
prieſt found in it three large volumes and ſome manu- 
ſcripts written in a very fair character, 

The firſt book they opened appeared to be Don Ci- 
rongilio of Thrace, the ſecond, Felixmarte of Hyrca- 
nia, and the third was the hiſtory of that great captain 
Goncalo Hernandes de Cordova, with the life of Diego 
Garcia de Paredes, The curate having read the titles 
of the two firſt, turned to the barber, ſaying, We 
now want our friends the houſekeeper and coufin.” 
„Not at all, anſwered Mr. Nicholas, I myſelf can 
convey them to the yard, or rather to the chimney, 
where there is actually a ſpecial good fire.” © What! 
you intend to burn theſe books, then, ſaid the inn- 

eeper?” Only theſe two, anſwered the curate, 
pointing to Don Cirongilio and Felixmarte.” ** I ſup- 
poſe then, reſumed the landlord, my books are _ 

an 
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and phlegmatic ?” © You mean ſchiſmatic, honeſt friend, 
and not phlegmatic, ſaid the barber.” * Even fo, re- 
plied the landlord ; but, if any of them be burnt, let 
it be the hiſtory of that great captain, together with 
Diego Garcia; for, I would rather ſuffer you to com- 
mit my ſon to the flames, than to burn e'er a one of 
the reſt.” „ Hark'ye, brother, ſaid the curate, theſe 
two books are ſtufed with lies, vanity and extrava- 
gance; but, that of the great captain is a true hiſtory, 
containing the exploits of Gongalo Hernandez de Cor- 
dova, who, by his numerous and valiant atchievements, 
acquired all the world over, the epithet of the great 
captain, a renowned and ſplendid appellation, merited 


by him alone: and that Diego Garcia de Paredes was 


a noble cavalier, born in the city of Truxillo in Eftre- 
madura, a moſt valiant ſoldier, and endowed with 


fuch bodily ſtrength, that with a ſingle finger, he could 


ſtop a mill-wheel in the heat of its motion; and being 
once poſted at one end of a bridge, with a two-handed 
ſword, he alone prevented a vaſt army from paſſing 


over it: he performed a great many actions of the ſame 


kind, which he himſelf hath recounted with all the 
modeſty of a gentleman who writes his own memoirs; 
whereas, had they been committed to writing, by any 


other free and diſpaſſionate author, they would have 
eclipſed all the Hectors, Achilleſes and Orlandos that 


ever lived.” * You may tell ſuch tuff to my grannam, 


faid the innkeeper. Lord ! how you are ſurprized ar 
the ſtopping. of a mill-wheel ! Before God! I adviſe 
our worſhip to read, as I have done, the hiſtory of 
*elixmarte of Hyrcania, who, with a ſingle backſtroke, 
cut five giants thro' the middle, as eaſily as if they had 
been made of beans, like the figures with which the 
boys divert themſelves. Another time, he engaged a 
moſt infinite and powerful army, conſiſting of a million 
and ſix hundred thouſand ſoldiers, . all armed capapee,- 
whom he totally routed, as if they had been flocks of 
ſheep. Then what ſhall we ſay of the moſt excellent 
Don Cirongilio of Thrace, who was ſo valiant and cou- 
rageous, as may be ſeen in the book of his hiſtory, that 
while he was failing on a river, a fiery ſerpent roſe 
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above the water, which he no ſooner ſaw, than leap- 
ing on its back he faſtened himſelf aftride upon its 
ſcaly ſhoulders, and ſeized it by the throat, with both 
hands ſo forcibly, that the ſerpent feeling itſelf well 
nigh ſtrangled, could find no other remedy but to dive 
to the bottom, with the knight, who would not quit 
his hold; and when he had deſcended a great way, he 
found himſelf in a palace fituated in the midſt of a 
12 that was wonderfully pleaſant; and then the 
erpent turned itſelf into an ancient man, who told 
him ſuch things as you would rejoice to hear Say 
no more, ſignor, if you were to hear it, you would run 
ſtark mad for joy ſo that, a fig for your great 
captain, and that fame Diego Garcia you talk of.” 
Dorothea hearing this harangue, whiſpered to Car- 
denio, ** Our hoſt wants not much to make the ſecond 
edition of Don Quixote.” © I think ſo too, anſwered 
Cardenio; for, by his diſcourſe, he ſeems to take it 
for granted, that every thing which is recounted in theſe 
books, is neither more nor leſs than the truth; and all 
the capuchins in Spain will not be able to alter his be- 
lief.” Conſider, brother, reſumed the curate, that there 
never was upon earth, fuch a perſon as Felixmarte of 
Hyrcania, nor Don Cirongilio of "Thrace, nor any 
other of ſuch knights as are celebrated in books of chi- 
valry. The whole is a fiction compoſed by idle perſons 
of genius, for the very purpoſe you mentioned, 2 
paſtime, which was the aim of your reapers; for, 
ſwear to you, no ſuch knights ever exiſted, nor were 
any ſuch exploits and extravagancies ever performed in 
this world.“ „ You muſt throw that bone to ſome 
other dog, replied the landlord, as if I did not know 
that two and three make five; or where my own ſhoe 
pinches. Your worſhip muſt not think to feed me with 
Pap, for, egad I am no ſuch ſuckling: a good joke, 
faith ! You would make me believe that all the con- 
tents of theſe books are madneſs and lies, altho' they 
are printed by licence from the king's council; as if 
they were perſons who would wink at the printing of 
ſuch lies, battles and enchantments as turn people's 
brains.” „Friend, replied the curate, I have already 
told you, that they are deſigned for the amuſement of 
| our 


Chap. 5. DON QUIXOTE pz LA Maxcya. 57 


our idle hours; and as in every well-governed com- 
monwealth, the games of chefs, billiards and tennis, 
are licenſed for the entertainment of thoſe who neither 
can nor ought to work ; in like manner, thoſe books 
are allowed to be printed; on the ſuppoſition, that 
no body is ſo ignorant as to believe a ſyllable of what 
they contain; and if I was now permitted, or the com- 
pany required it, I could give ſome hints towards the 
improvement of books of chivalry, which perhaps might 
be both ſerviceable and entertaining ; but, I hope, the 
time will come, when I may have an opportunity of 


imparting my ſuggeſtions to thoſe who can convert. 


them to general uſe: mean while, Mr. Publican, you 


may depend upon the truth of what I have ſaid; take 


your books away, and ſettle the affair of their truth or 
falſehood, juſt as your own comprehenſion will permit 
much good may they do you, and God grant that you 
may never halt on the ſame foot of which your lodger 
Don Quixote is lame.” I hope anſwered the inn- 
keeper, I ſhall never be mad enough to turn knight- 
errant, as I can eaſily perceive that the cuſtoms now- 


a-days are quite different from thoſe in times paſt, when, 


as it is reported, thoſe famous heroes travelled about 
the world.“ 

Sancho, who had come into the room, about the 
middle of this converſation, was very much confounded 
and perplexed, when he heard them obſerve, that there 
was no ſuch thing as knight-errantry in the preſent 
age, and that all the books of chivalry were filled with 
extravagance and fiction: he therefore determined 
within himſelf, to wait the iſſue of his maſter's laſt un- 
dertaking; and if it ſhould not ſucceed as happily as 
he expected, to leave him, and return, with his wite 
and children, to his former labour. 

When the innkeeper took the portmanteau with the 
books, in order to carry them away, Stay, faid the 
curate, until I examine theſe papers which are written 
in ſuch a fair character.” The landlord accordingly 
pulled out a manuſcript, conſiſting of eight ſheets ot 
paper, intitled, in large letters,“ The novel of the 

5 Impertinent 


YN The original, which is Curioſo Impertinente, ſignifies one who is 
1mpertinently curious, not a curious impertinent, 


if 
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Impertinent Curioſity. The prieſt having read three 
or four lines, within himſelf, ſaid, „Really the title 
of this novel pleaſes me ſo much, that I have a ſtrong 
inclination to peruſe the whole.” To this obſervation, 
the innkeeper replied, ** Then your reverence may 
read it aloud; for, you muſt know, the reading of it 
hath given great ſatisfaction to ſeveral lodgers at this 
inn, who have earneſtly begged the copy : but, that 
requeſt I would not comply with, becauſe I expect that 
the perſon who left the portmanteau with the books 
and papers, in a miſtake, will return, on purpoſe to 
fetch them ; or, you know, he may chance to travel 
this way, on other buſineſs ; and tho' I ſhould miſs 
them heavily, in faith, they ſhall be reſtored ; for, tho? 
an innkeeper, I am {till a chriſtian.” © Friend, ſaid 
the curate, you are very much in the right ; but for 
all that, if I like the novel, you ſhall give me leave to 
tranſcribe it.” “ With all my heart, replied the land- 
lord.” While this diſcourſe paſſed between them, 
Cardenio having taken up the manuſcript, and begun 
to read, was of the curate's opinion, and intreated him 
to read it aloud, that the whole company might hear 
it.” I will, anſwered the prieit, if you think we had 
not better ſpend the time in fleeping than in reading.” 
„% For my own part, ſaid Dorothea, it will be a ſufhci- 
ent refreſhment for me, to liſten to ſome entertaining 
ſtory ; for my mind is not compoſed enough to let me 
ſleep, even if I ſtood in need of repoſe.” ** If that be 
the caſe, reſumed the curate, I will read it out of cu- 
Tiofity, at a venture, and perhaps, it will yield us 
ſome entertainment into the bargain.” Maſter Nicho- 
las earneſtly joined in the requeſt, and Sancho himſelf 
expreſſed a deſire of hearing it; upon which, the li- 
centiate finding he ſhould pleaſe the whole company, 
as well as himſelf; Well then, ſaid he, liſten with 
attention, for the novel begins in this manner :” 


CHAP, 
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: 
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The novel of the impertinent curioſity, 


N Florence, a rich and celebrated- city of Italy, 

ſituated in the province called Tuſcany, lived An- 
ſelmo and Lothario, two wealthy and noble cavaliers, 
ſo ſtrictly united in the bands of amity, that every body 
who knew them, called them by way of excellence and 
epithet, the Two Friends:: and indeed, being both 
bachelors, and their age and education ſo much alike, 
it was not to be wondered at, if a reciprocal affection 
ſprung up between them: true it is, Anſelmo was ra- 
ther more addicted to amorous paſtime than Lothario, 
whoſe chief delight was in hunting; yet, upon occaſion, 
Anſelmo could quit his own amulements to purſue thoſe 
of his friend: and Lothario could poſtpone his favour- 
ite diverſion, in order to practiſe that of Anſelmo : in 
this manner, their inclinations proceeded ſo mutually, 
that no clock ever went with more regularity. Anſel- 
mo happened to fall deſperately in love with a young 


lady of rank and beauty, in the ſame city, deſcended. 


from ſuch a noble family, and ſo amiable in herſelt, 


that he determined with the approbation of his friend, 
without which he did nothing, to demand her of her 


parents, in marriage; and accordingly, put his reſolu- 
tion in practice. Lothario was intruſted with the meſ- 
ſage, and concluded the affair ſo much to the ſatisfaftion 
of his friend, that in a very little time, Anſelmo ſaw 


himſelf in poſſeſſion of his heart's defire ; and Camilla 
thought herſelf ſo happy in having obtained ſuch a 


huſband, that ſhe was inceſſant in her acknowledgments 
to heaven and Lothario, by whoſe mediation. her hap- 
pineſs was effected. 

During the firſt two days after marriage, which are 
commonly ſpent in feaſtingand mirth, Lothario, as uſual, 
frequented the houſe of his friend, with a view of 
honouring his nuptials, and endeavouring, as much as 
in him lay, to promote the joy and feſtivity attending 
all ſuch occaſions; but, the wedding being.over, and 
the frequency of viſits and congratulations abated, he 


began 


co 
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began carefully and graduz:lIly to abſent himſelf from 
Anſelmo's houſe, thinking, as every prudent perſon 
would naturally conclude, that a man ought not to 
viſit and frequent the houſe of a friend after he is 
married, in the ſame manner as he had practiſed, while 
he was ſingle ; for tho? ſuſpicion ſhould never find har- 
bour with true and virtuous friendſhip, yet the honour 
of a married man is ſo delicate, as to be thought ſub- 
ject to injury, not only from a friend, but even from 
a brother. Anſelmo perceived Lothario's remiſſneſs, 
and complained of it loudly, faying, that if he had 
thought his marriage would have impaired their former 
correſpondence, he never would have altered his condi- 
tion; and begged, that as by the mutual friendſhip 
which inſpired them while he was ſingle, they had 
acquired ſuch an agreeable title as that of the Two 
Friends, he would not now ſuffer that endearing and 
celebrated name to be loſt, by a ſcrupulous adherence 
to meer form and punctilio. He therefore intreated 
him, if he might be allowed to uſe the expreſ- 
ſion, to be maſter of his houſe, and to come in and go 
out as formerly, aſſuring him that the inclinations of 
Camilla, in that reſpect, were exactly conformable to 
his own; and that, knowing the perfect friendſhip 
which ſubſiſted between them, ſhe was extremely mor- 
tified at his late ſhyneſs, 

To theſe and many other arguments uſed by Anſel- 
mo, to perſuade his friend to frequent his houſe as 
uſual, Lothario anſwered with ſuch prudence, force 
and diſcernment, that the other was convinced of his 
diſcreet conduct; and it was agreed betwixt them, that 
Lothario ſhould dine with him twice a week, beſides 
holidays; but, notwithſtanding this agreement, he re- 
folved to comply with it no further than he ſhould ſee 
convenient for the honour of Anſelmo, which was dear- 
er to him than his own. He ſaid, and his obſervation 
was juſt, that a man on whom heaven hath beſtowed 
a beautiful wife, ſhould be as cautious of the men he 
brings home to his houſe, as careful in obſerving the 
female friends with whom his ſpouſe converſes, abroad: 
for, that which cannot be performed, nor concerted in 
the ſtreet or the church, or at public ſhews'and 1 505 

ons, 
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ſions, with which a huſband muſt ſometimes indulge 
his wife, may be eaſily tranſacted in the houſe of a fe- 
male friend or relation, in whom his chief confidence is 
repoſed. Wherefore, Lothario obſerved, that every 
married man had occaſion for ſome friend to apprize 


him of any omiſſion in her conduct; for, it often hap- 


pens, that he is too much in love with his wife, to ob- 
ſerve, or too much afraid of offending her to preſcribe 
limits to her behaviour, in thoſe things, the following 
or eſchewing of which, may tend to his honour or re- 
proach : whereas, that inconvenience might be eaſily 
amended by the advice of a friend. But, where ſhall 
we find ſuch a zealous, diſcreet truſty friend, as is 
here required ? I really know not, except in Lothario 


himſelf, who conſulting the honour of Anſelmo, with 


the utmoſt care and circumſpection, was at great pains 
to contract, abridge and diminiſh the number of the 
days on which he had agreed to frequent his houſe ; 
that the idle vulgar, and prying eyes of malice, might 
not indulge their love of flander, when they perceived a 
genteel young man of ſuch birth, fortune, and accom- 
pliſhments as he knew himſelf poſſeſſed of, go into the 
houſe of ſuch a celebrated beauty as Camilla; for, 
although his virtue and honour might be a ſufficient check 
to the moſt malevolent tongue, he would not expoſe his 


own character, or that of his friend, to the ſmalleſt - 


cenſure; and therefore, employed the greateſt part of 
thoſe days on which he had agreed to viſit Anſelmo, in 
ſuch things as he pretended, were indiſpenſable : fo that 
when they were preſent, a great deal of time was con- 
ſumed by the complaints of the one, and the excuſes 
of the other. One day, however, as they were walk- 
ing through a meadow, near the ſuburbs of the city, 
Anſelmo addreſſed himſelf to Lothario in theſe terms: 
“ You believe, my friend Lothario, that I can never 
be thankful enough to heaven, for the bleſſings I enjoy, 
not only in the moſt indulgent parents, and in the a- 
bundance of thoſe things which are called the goods of 
nature and fortune; but, alſo in a friend like you, and 
a wife like Camilla; two pledges which I eſteem, if 
not as highly as I ought, at leaſt as much as I can. 


Yet; 
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Yet, though I poſſeſs all thoſe benefits which uſually 
conſtitute the happineſs of mankind, I find myſelf one 
of the moſt diſguſted and diſcontented men alive. I 
have been for theſe many days, fo haraſſed and fatigued 
with ſuch an odd unaccountable deſire, that I cannot 
help being amazed at my infatuation, for which-I often 
blame and rebuke myſelf, endeavouring to ſuppreſs and 
conceal it from my own reflexion : but, I find it as im- 
poſſible to keep the ſecret, as if I had induſtriouſly 
publiſhed it to the whole world ; and fince it muſt 
actually be diſcloſed to ſome body,. I would have it de- 
poſited in the moſt ſecret. archives of your heart; in 
full confidence, that by the diligence which you, as a 
truſty friend, will exert in my behalf, when you know 
it, I ſhall ſoon ſee myſelf delivered from that anxiety to 
which it hath reduced me; and by your aſſiduity be 
raiſed to a pitch. of joy,. equal. to the degree of vexa- 
tion which my own folly hath intailed upon me.” 
Lothario was aſtonifhed at this diſcourſe of Anſelmo, 
as he could not comprehend the meaning of ſuch a long 
preface and preamble;. and endeavoured, by revolving 
every thing in his imagination,. to find out what this 
deſire could be, that preyed ſo much upon the ſpirits 
of his friend; but, finding himſelf always wide of the 
mark, he was willing to eaſe himſelf immediately of the 
exceſſive pain his ſuſpenſe occafioned.; and with this 
view, told Anſelmo, that he did a+ manifeſt injury to 
the warmth of. his friendſhip, in going about the buſh, 
ſeeking indirect methods to impart his moſt ſecret 
thoughts, ſince he was well aſſured, that he might en- 
tirely depend upon him, either for advice to ſuppreſs, 
or aſſiſtance to ſupport them. I am well convinced 
of the truth of what you ſay, anſwered Anſelmo ; and 
in that confidence will tell you, my friend, that the 
defire with which I am poſſeſſed, is to be certain, 
whether or not my wife Camilla is as virtuous and per- 
fe as I believe her to be: and this truth I ſhall never 
be fully perſuaded of, until the perfection of her nature 
appear upon trial, as pure gold is proved by fire : for, 
it is my opinion, that there is no woman virtuous, but 
in proportion to the ſolicitation ſhe hath withſtood ; 
and, that ſhe only is chaſte, who hath not yielded ea 
| e 
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the promiſes, preſents, tears and continual importuni- 
ties of perſevering lovers. And pray, where is the me- 
rit in a woman's being chaſte, when nobody ever court- 
ed her to be otherwiſe ? what wonder, that ſhe ſhould 
be reſerved and cautious, who has no opportunity of 
indulging looſe inclinations, and who knows her huf- 
band would immediately put her to death, fhould he 
once catch her tripping ? Wherefore, I can never en- 
tertain the ſame degree of eſteem for a woman who is 
chaſte out of fear, or want of opportunity, as I would 
for her who hath triumphed over perſeverance of ſolici- 
tation : ſo that, for theſe and many other reaſons I could 
urge to ſanction and enforce my opinion, I delire that 
my wife Camilla may undergo the teſt, and be refined in 


the fire of importunate addreſſes, by one poſſeſſed of 


ſufficient accomplithments to inſpire a woman with love; 
and, if ſhe comes off, as I believe ſhe will, victorious, 
in the trial, I ſhall think my own happineſs unparalleled. 

I ſhall then, be able to ſay, that my wiſhes are ful- 
filled ; and that ſhe hath fallen to my lot, of whom the 
wiſe man ſaith, Who hath found her?” And even, if 
the contrary of what I expect, ſhould happen, the ſatiſ- 
faction of ſeeing my opinion confirmed, will help me 
to bear with patience that which would otherwiſe prove 
ſuch a coſtly experiment. Suppoſing then, that nothing 
you can fay, in oppolition to this deſire of mine, can 
avail in diverting me from my purpoſe, I expect and in- 
treat that you, my friend Lothario, will condeſcend to 
be the inſtrument with which I execute this work of 
my inclination. I will give you proper opportunities, 
and ſupply you with every thing I ſee neceſſary for ſol- 
liciting a woman of virtue, honour and diſintereſted 
reſerve : and what, among other things, induces me 


to entruſt you with this enterprize, is the conſideration, 


that ſhould Camilla's ſcruples be overcome, you will not 
purſue your conqueſt to the laſt circumſtance of rigour, 
but only ſuppoſe that done, which for good reaſon, 
ought to remain undone; fo that I ſhall be injured by 
her inclination alone, and my wrongs lie buried in the 
virtue of your filence, which, I know, in whatever 
concerns my welfare, will be eternal as that of death, 

| Where- 
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Wherefore, if you would have me enjoy what deſerves 
to be called life, you will forthwith undertake this amo- 
rous conteſt, not with Iukewarmneſs and languor, but 
with that eagerneſs and diligence which correſponds 
with my with, and the confidence in which I am ſecured 
by your friendſhip.” 

Such was the diſcourſe of Anſelmo, to which Lotha- 
rio liſtened ſo attentively, that, except what he is al- 
ready ſaid to have uttered, he did not open his lips, un- 
til his friend had finiſhed his propoſal ; but, finding he 
had nothing more to alledge, after having, for ſome 
time gazed upon him as an object hitherto unſeen, that 
inſpired him with aſtoniſhment and ſurprize : I cannot 
be perſuaded, Anſelmo, ſaid he, but what you have 
ſaid was ſpoke in jeſt, for, had I thought you in ear- 
neſt, I ſhould not have ſuffered you to proceed ſo far, 
but, by refuſing to liſten, have prevented ſuch a long 
harangue. Without doubt, you muſt either miſtake 
my diſpoſition, or I be utterly unacquainted with yours; 
and yet, I know you to be Anſelmo, and you muſt be 
ſenſible that I am Lothario: the misfortune is, I no 
longer find you the fame Anſelmo you were wont to be, 
nor do I appear to you the ſame Lothario as before; 
your diſcourſe favours not of that Anſelmo who was my 
friend; nor is what you alk, a thing to be demanded of 
that Lothario who ſhared your confidence. Good men, 
as a certain poet obſerves, may try and avail themſelves 
of their friet ds, Uſque ad aras; but, not preſume upon 
their friendſhip, in things contrary to the decrees of 
heaven. Now, if a heathen entertained ſuch ideas 
of friendſhip, how much more ſhould they be cheriſhed 
by a chriſtian, who knows, that no human affection 
ought to interfere with our love to God: and, when a 
perſon ſtretches his connexions fo far, as to lay aſide all 
reſpect for heaven, in order to manitelt his regard for a 
friend he ought not to be ſwayed by trifles or matters of 
ſmall conſequence, but by thoſe things only on which 
the life and honour of a friend, depend. Tell me then, 
Anſelmo, which of theſe is in danger, before I venture 
to gratify your wiſh," by complying with the deteſtable 
propoſal you have made? Surely, neither: on the con- 
trary, if I conceive you aright, you are deſirous, that 

I ſhould 
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I ſhould indefatigably endeavour to deprive you and my- 
ſelf alſo, of that very life and honour, which it is my 
duty to preſerve : for, if I rob you of honour, I rob 
you of life; ſince a man without honour, is worſe 
than dead; and [ being the inſtrument, as you deſire I 
ſhould be, that entails ſuch a curſe upon you; ſhall not 
I be diſhonoured, and of conſequence, dead to all enjoy- 
ment and fame. Liſten, with patience, my friend An- 
ſelmo, and make no anſwer, until I ſhall have done 
with imparting the ſuggeſtions of my mind, concerning 
the ſtrange propoſal you have made; for, there will be 


time enough for you to reply, and me to liſtew in my 


turn.“ With all my heart, cried Anſelmo ; you may 
ſpeak as long as you pleaſe.” 

According]y, Lothatlb proceeded, faying,, * In my 
opinion, Anfelmo your diſpoſition is at preſent like that 
of the Moors, who will not ſuffer themſelves to be con- 


victed of the errors of their ſet, by quotations from 


the holy ſcripture, nor with arguments founded on ſpe- 
culation, or the articles of faith ; but, muſt be confu- 
ted 'or convinced by examples that are palpable, eaſy, 
familiar, and ſubject to the certainty of mathematical 
demonſtration : tor inſtance, if from equal parts, we 
take equal parts, thoſe that remain are equal. And if 
they do not underſtand this propotition verbally, as is 
frequently the cafe, it muſt be explained and ſet before 
their eyes, by manual operation, which is alſo inſufficient 
to per unde them of the truth of our holy religion. 
The ſeif-ſame method muſt I practiſe with you, whoſe 
deſire deviates ſo far from every thing that bears the 
leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, that I ſhould look upon it as 
time miſpent, to endeavor to convince you of your 
folly, which is the only name your intention ſeems to 


deſerve: nay, I am even tempted to leave you in your 


extravagancy, as a puniſhment for your prepoſterous 
defire : but I am prevented from ufing ſuch rigour by 
my friendſhip, which will not permit me to deſert you 
in ſuch manifeſt danger of perdition. But, to make 
this affair ſtill more plain, tell me, Anſelmo, did not 
you deſire me to ſolicit one that was reſerved, ſeduce 
one that was chaſte, make preſents to one that was diſ- 
intereſted, and afſiduouſly court one that was wiſe ? 
Yes > 
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Ves; ſuch was your demand. If you are appriſed, then, 
of the reſerve, virtue, difintereſtedneſs and prudence of 


your wife, pray, what is your aim ? if you believe that 
ſhe will triumph over all my aſſaults, as undoubtedly 
ſhe will, what fairer titles can you beſtow upon her, 


than thoſe ſhe poſſeſſes already? or how will ſhe be 
more perfect after that trial than ſhe is at preſent ? 
Tou either do not believe ſhe is fo virtuous as you have 


repreſented her, or know not the nature of your demand. 


If you think ſhe is not fo chaſte as you have deſcribed 


her, you ſhould not hazard the trial, but rather, accord- 
ing to the dictates of your own prudence, treat her as 
a vicious woman: if you are fatisfied of her. virtue, it 


would be altogether impertinent to make trial of that 


truth, which from the teſt, can acquire no additional 
eſteem. From whence we may reaſonably conclude, 


that for men to execute deſigns which are clearly pro- 


ductive of more hurt than benefit, is the province of 
madneſs and temerity ; ey; when they are not 


incited or compelled to theſe deſigns by any fort of 


conſideration ; but on the contrary, may at a greater 


diſtance perceive the manifeſt madneſs of their inten- 


tion. Difficulties are undertaken, either for the ſake of 
God, of this world, or of both. The firſt are incurred 
by holy men, who live the life of angels here on earth; 
the ſecond, by thoſe who traverſe the boundleſs ocean, 
viſiting ſuch a diverſity of climates and nations, with a 
view of acquiring what are called the goods of fortune: 
and ſuch undertakings as equally regard God and man, 
fall to the ſhare of thoſe valiant ſoldiers, who no ſooner 


behold, in the wall of an adverſe city, a breach, though 


no bigger than that which is made by a ſingle cannon 
ball, than, laying aſide all fear, and overlooking with 
unconcern, the manifeſt danger that menaces them, 
winged with defire of ſignalizing their valour in behalf 
of their king, country, and religion, throw themſelves 
with-the utmoſt intrepidity, into the midſt of a thouſand 
deaths that oppoſe and await them. Theſe are the en- 
terprizes which are generally undertaken, and, though 
full of peril and inconvenience, attended with glory, 
honour and advantage ;- but that which you have plan- 
ned, and purpoſe to put in execution, neither tends to 
Your 
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your acquiring, the approbation of God, the goods of 
ortune, nor the applauſe of mankind : for, granting 
that the experiment ſhould ſucceed to your wiſh, it will 
make you neither more happy, rich, or reſpected than 
you are; and ſhould it turn out contrary to your ex- 
pectation, you will find yourſelf the moſt miſerable of 
all mortals. It will then, give you little eaſe to reflect, 
| that your misfortune is unknown : for, the bare know- 
ing it yourſelf, will be ſufficient to plunge you in afflic- 
tion and deſpair. As a confirmation of this truth, you 
mult give me leave to repeat the following ſtanza, writ- 
ten by the celebrated poet Lewis Tanſilo, at the end of 
the firſt part of the tears of St. Peter. 


When Peter ſaw the approach of roſy morn, 
His ſoul with ſorrow and remorſe was torn, 
For though from ev'ry mortal eye, conceal'd, 
The guilt to his own boſom ſtood reveal'd : 
The candid' breaſt will ſelf accuſing, own 
Each conſcious fault, tho? to the world unknown: 
Nor, will th' offender ſcape internal ſhame, 
Though unimpeach'd by juſtice or by fame. 


Wherefore, ſecrecy will never aſſuage your grief, but, 
on the contrary, you will inceſſantly weep, not tears 
from your eyes,. but drops of blood, from your heart, 
like that ſimple doctor, whom our “ poet mentions, who 
made trial of the veſſel, which. the prudent Reynaldo, 
with more diſcretion, refuſed to touch: and although 
this. be a poetical fiction, it nevertheleſs contains a well- 
couched moral worthy of notice, ſtudy and imitation : 
eſpecially, as what I am going to ſay will, I hope, bring 
you ta-a due ſenſe of the great error you want to com- 
mit, 

Tell me, Anſelmo, if heaven or good fortune had 
made you maſter and lawful poſſeſſor of an exquiſite 
diamond, the brilliancy of which was admired by all 
the lapidaries who had ſeen it, and unanimouſly allow- 
ed to be the moſt perfect of it's kind; an opinion, which, 
as you knew nothing to the contrary, was exactly con- 
tormable to your own ;, would it be wiſe or pardonable in 

you 
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you to put that jewel betwixt an anvil and a hammer, and 
by meer dint of blows and ſtrength of arm, try if it 
was as hard and perfect as it had been pronounced ? 
for, ſuppoſing that the diamond ſhould reſiſt the force 
of this fooliſh experiment, it would thereby acquire no 


addition of value or fame ; or if it ſhould be broke to 


pieces, a thing that might eaſily happen, would not all 
be loſt ? Yes, for certain; and the owner be univerſal- 
ly deemed a fool. Conſider then, my friend, that Ca- 
milla is an exquiſite diamond, not only in your eſtima- 
tion, but in that of eve;y one who knows her, and it 
would be highly unreafanable to expoſe her to the leaſt 
poſſibility of being broke ; for, even ſhould ſhe remain 
intire, her reputation will receive no increaſe; but, 
ſhould ſhe fail in the trial reflect upon what you muſt 
feel, and the reaſon you will then have to complain of 
yourſelf, for having been the fatal cauſe of her perdition 
and your own deſpair. Conſider, that no jewel upon 
earth is comparable to a women of virtue and honour ; 
and that the honour of the ſex conſiſts in the fair cha- 
racters they maintain. Since, therefore, the reputation 
of your wife is already as high as it poſhbly can be, 
why would you bring this truth into queſtion ? Remem- 
ber, my friend, that woman is an imperfect creature, 
and that, far from laying blocks in her way, over which 
ſhe might ſtumble and fall, we ought to remove them 
with care, and clear her paths from all obſtructions, 
that ſhe may, without trouble, proceed ſmoothly, in 
attaining to that perfection which ſhe may ſtill want, 
namely, immaculate virtue, We are informed by natu- 
raliſts, that the ermin is a little animal, covered with 
a fur of excellive whiteneſs, and that the hunters uſe 
this artifice to catch it : Being well acquainted with the 
places through which it chuſes to paſs in its flight, they 
daub them all over with mud, and as ſoon as they get 
ſight of the creature, drive it directly thither. The 
ermin finding itſelf thus barricadoed, ſtands (till, and is 
taken; chufing captivity, rather than by palling through 
the filth, to ſtam and ſully the whiteneſs of its fur, 
which it prizes above liberty, and even life itſelf. A 


chaſte and virtuous wife is like the ermin, her character 


being 
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being more pure and white than drifted ſnow ; but he, 
who would guard and preſerve it, muſt uſe a method 

uite different from that which is practiſed upon the lit- 
tle animal, and beware of clogging her way with the 
mud of entertainments, and the addreſſes of importu- 
nate lovers ; leſt perhaps, nay, without a perhaps, ſhe 
ſhould not poſſeſs ſuch virtue and reſolution as are 
ſufficient of themſelves, to ſurmount thoſe obſtructions, 
It is therefore neceſſary to reinove them, and place be- 
fore her, the purity of virtue, and the beauty of an 
unblemiſhed reputation. A virtuous woman alſo re- 
ſembles a bright tranſparent mirrour, which is liable to 
be ſtained and obſcured by the breath of thoſe who ap- 
proach too near it A virtuous woman, like reliques, 
ought to be adored at a diſtance. She ought to be pre- 
ſerved and eſteemed as a beautiful garden full of flow- 
ers and roſes, the owner of which will ſuffer nobody 
to handle them or paſs through it, permitting them on- 
ly to enjoy its fragrance and beauty afar off, through 
the iron rails that ſurround it. In tine, I will repeat a 
few verſes that I juſt now recollect, from a modern co- 
medy, becauſe they ſeem to have been compoſed upon 
the very ſubject of our preſent diſcourſe. A ſage old man 
adviſing his friend, who is bleſſed with an handſome 
daughter, to lock her up, and watch over her with the 
utmoſt vigilance and care, among other reaſons, cautions 
him with theſe, 


I. 
OMAN is form'd of brittle ware; 
Then, wherefore raſhly ſeek to know 
What force, unbroken ſhe will bear, 
And ſtrike, perhaps, * fatal biow. 


Though eaſily to fragments tore, 
T were equally abſurd and vain, 
To daſn in pieces on the floor, 
What never can be June again. 
This maxim, then, by facts aſſur'd, 
Should hencetorth be eſpous'd by all; 
; Where- 
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Where'er a Danae lies immur'd, 
The tempting ſhow'r of gold will fall. 


All that IT have hitherto ſuggeſted, Anſelmo, regards 
yourſelf ; and now it is but reaſonable you ſhould 
hear ſomething that concerns me; and if I ſhould be 
prolix in my obſervations, you muſt excuſe me, becauſe 
it is abſolutely neceſſary to expatiate on the ſubject, in 
order to extricate you from the labyrinth in which you 
are involved, and from which you defire to be diſen- 

aged by my aſſiſtance. You conſider me as your 

riend, and yet, ſeek to deprive me of my honour; a 
deſire oppoſite to all friendſhip or regard; nay, even 
endeavour to make me rob you of your own. That 
you want to deſtroy mine, 1s plain ; for, Camilla find- 
ing herſelf expoſed to my folicitations, as you deſire, 
will certainly look upon me as a man void of all princi- 
ple and honour ; becauſe I attempt to ſucceed in a de- 
ſign ſo contrary to the dignity of my own character, 
and the friendſhip ſubſiſting between us. That you de- 
fire I ſhould rob you of yours, is not to be doubted ; 
becauſe Camilla, ſeeing herſelf importuned by my ad- 
dreſſes, will think I muſt have obſerved ſome levity in 
her conduct, which hath encouraged me to diſcloſe my 
vitious inclinations, and think herſelf diſhonoured ac- 
cordingly ; ſo that vou will be as much concerned in 
her diſhonour, as if it was your own. Hence ſprings 
the common obſervation, that the huſband of a lewd 
woman, though he neither knows, nor hath given the 
leaſt occaſion for the miſcondu& of his wife and, 
though his misfortune was neither owing to his want of 

rudence or care, is, notwithſtanding pointed at, and 
diſtinguiſhed by a name of ſcandal and reproach ; being 
looked upon, by thoſe who know the frailty of his 
wife, with an eye of diſdain, inſtead of compaſſion, 
which he certainly deſerves, as his diſgrace proceeds 
not from any fault of his, but from the looſe inclina- 
tions of his worthleſs ſpouſe. I will now explain the 
reaſon, why the huſband of a bad woman is juſtly diſ- 
hcnoured, though he neither knows, nor hath been in 
any ſhape acceſlory to her backflidings ; and you muſt 

hear 
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hear me with patience, becauſe my remarks will, I hope 
redound to your own advantage. 

When God created our firſt parent in the terreſtrial 
paradiſe, we are told by the holy ſcripture, that he 
was thrown into a deep ſleep, during which, the Al- 
mighty took a rib from his left ſide, and of this, Eve 
being formed, Adam no ſooner awoke and beheld her, 
than he cried, *«* This creature is fleſh of my fleſh and 
bone of my bone.” Nay, God himſelf, pronounced, 
„% For this ſhall a man leave father and mother, and 


they two ſhall.be one fleſh.” Then was inſtituted the 


divine facrament of marriage, conſiſting of ſuch ties as 
death alone can unbind ; and endowed with ſuch mi- 
raculous virtue and power, as to unite two different 
perſons in one fleſh; nay, what is ſtill more wonderful, 
to combine two ſouls, ſo as to produce but one will; 
provided the union be happily effected. From hence, 
it follows, that the fleſh of the wife being the ſame with 
that of the huſband, whatever ſtains or blemiſhes are 
imbibed by the firſt, muſt equally affect the other, al- 
though, as I have already obſerved, he is, in no man- 
ner, acceſſory to the misfortune, Wherefore, as the 
whole perſon is affected by the pain of the foot or any 
other member of the human body ; and the head, though 
no way concerned in the cauſe, be a fellow-ſufferer with 
the ancle when it is hurt; by the ſame rule, an huſ- 
band, being part of the ſame whole, muſt hear a ſhare 
of his wife's diſhonour ; for, as all the honours and 
diſgraces of this life proceed from fleſh and blood ; the 
infamy of a vicious woman, being of the ſame origin, 
mult be ſhared by her huſband, who ought to be looked 
upon as a diſhonoured perſon, though he be utterly ig- 
norant of the guilt. Reflect, therefore, Anſelmo, on 
the danger into which you bring yourſelt, by ſeeking to 
diſturb the peace and tranquillity of your virtuous wife, 
Refle& upon the vanity and impertinence of that curi- 
ofity, which prompts you to awaken and ſtir up thoſe 
humours, that now lie tamed and quiet in the boſom. of 
your chaſte ſpouſe. Conſider, that in this raſh adven- 
ture, your gain muſt be very ſmall, but your loſs may 
be ſo great, that I leave it unmentioned, becauſe I want 
words to expreſs.its eſtimation. On the whole, * To 
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I have ſaid, be inſufficient to divert you from your miſ- 


chievous deſign, I deſire you will chuſe ſome other in- 


ſtrument of your misfortune and diſgrace ; for, I will 


not undertake the office, though, by my refuſal; I ſhould.. 
even loſe your friendſhip, which is dearer to me than 
any thing upon earth,” 

Here the virtuous and prudent Lothario left off ſpeak- 
ing, and Anſelmo remained in ſuch confuſion and per- 
plexity, that, for ſome time, he could not anſwer one 
word: at length, however, he broke filence, ſaying, - 
<< I have liſtened, my friend Lothario, as you may have 
perceived, with great attention to all you had to ſay, 
and by your arguments, example and compariſons, am 
fully convinced, not only of your great diſcretion, but 
alſo of that perfection of friendſhip to which you have 
attained ; I fee alſo, and own, that im refuſing your 
counſel, and following my own, I avoid the good and 
purſue the evil. This truth being acknowledged, you 
muſt conſider me as a perion, afflicted with that infirmi- 


ty, which induces ſome women to ſwallow earth, chalk, 
coals, and other things of a worſe nature, which,” if 


loathſome to the fight, how much miore diſagreeable 
muſt they be to the taſte. Wherefore, there is an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity for uſing ſome method of cure, Which 
you may eaſily effect, by beginning -to ſolicit the love 
of Camilla, though coldly and feignedly ; and ſure, ſhe 
cannot be ſo frail as to ſurrender her virtue at the firſt 
encounter. With this ſlight attempt I ſhall reſt ſatisfied, 
and you fulfil the duty of friendſhip, not only in giving 
me new life, but alſo, in diſſuading me from being the 
cauſe of my own diſhonour. Nay, you are obliged to 
comply with = requeſt, by this other conſideration, 
as | am to put my deſign in execution, 
you ought not to allow me to communicate this extra- 
vagant reſolution to any other perſon, leſt I run the 
riſk of loſing that honour which you endeavour to pre- 
ſerve : and, as to your ſuffering in the opinion of Ca- 
milla, by attempting to ſeduce her, that is a reflection 
of. ſmall importance, becauſe, when her integrity is 
proved, you can ſoon inform her of our whole contri- 
vance, conſequently, regain and repoſſeſs the former 
place you held in her eſteem, Since therefore, by ad- 
| | venturing 


— 2 — — ——— 


Chap. 6. DON QUIXOTE pz La Mancna. 73 


venturing. ſo little, it is in your power to give me fo 
much ſatisfaction; I hope, you will not refuſe the of- 
fice, even if it was attended with more inconvenience ; 
for, I have already told you, that I ſhall look upon the 
affair as concluded, whenever you ſhall have made the 
firſt attempt.“ | 

+ Lothario ſeeing him fixed in his reſolution, even after 
he had exhauſted all his rhetoric to diſſuade him from 
it; and fearing he would execute, his threat of impart- 
ihg his unhappy deſign to ſome other perſon, determined 
to prevent a greater misfortune, by complying with his 


_ - - defire: purpoſing, however, to manage the buſineſs in 


ſuch a manner, as to ſatisfy Anſelmo, without altering 
the ſentiments of his wife. With this view, he told 
Anſelmo, that he ſhould have no occaſion to commu- 
nicate his intention to any other man ; for he, Lotha- 
rio, would undertake the affair, and begin as ſoon as 
he pleaſed. Anſelmo, embracing his friend with great 
tenderneſs and affection, thanked him as much for his 
compliance as if he had granted him ſome vaſt favour ; 
and it, was concerted between them, that Lothario 

ſhould begin the enterpriſe the very next day, when An- 
ſelmo would give him time and opportunity of being 
alone with. Camilla, that he might ſpeak to her, with 
freedom; and alſo ſupply him with money and jewels, 
that with fiuich preſents he might promote his ſuit : he, 
Moreover, adviſed him to attempt her by muſie, and 
write verſes in .her praiſe; or, if that would be too 
much trouble for the gallant, he himſelf would com- 
pole them for the purpoſe. Lothario undertook every 
thing, but with a very different intention from what 
Anſelmo ſuppoſed; and the agreement being made, 
they returned to the houſe of this laſt, where they found 
Camilla, waiting with great anxiety, for her huſband, 
who had that day tarried longer than uſual, abroad. 
Lothario ſoon after, went home to his own lodgings, 
leaving his friend as happy as he himſelf was perplexed, 
how to contrive a ſcheme for bringing this affair to a 
fortunate iſſue : but, that night, he fell upon an ex- 
pedient to deceive Anſelmo, without giving offence to 
his wife. 

Next day, he went to dine with his friend, and was 

Vor II. D very 
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very kindly received by Camilla, who entertained him 
with great cordiality, as her huſband's intimate compa- 
nion. Dinner being ended, and the table withdrawn, 
Anſelmo riſing up, deſired Lothario to ſtay with Camilla 
till his return, from an indiſpenſible piece of buſitieſs, 
that would detain him an hour and an half. Camilla 
intreated him to defer it until another time, and Lotha- 
rio offered to go along with him ; but, he was deaf to 
both, preſſing Lothario to let him go, while he ſhould 
wait at his houſe till he came back, for he wanted to 
talk with him upon a ſubje& of the laſt importance; 
at the ſame time, deſiring Camilla, to keep Lothario 
company till his return: in ſhort, he ſo well feigned the 
neceſſity, or rather folly, of his abſence, that no body 
could have ſuſpected the deceit. He accordingly went 
out, and left Camilla and his friend by themſelves ; for, 
the reſt of the family had gone to dinner: ſo that Lo- 
thario ſeeing bimſelf within the liſts, according to An- 
ſelmo's deſite, with his fair enemy, whoſe beauty alone 
was powerful enough to overcome a whole ſquadron 
of armed knights, it may be eaſily conceived what rea- 
ſon he had to fear: yet all he did, was to lean the ſide 
of his head on his hand, while his elbow reſted upon the 
arm of the chair in Which he ſat, and after having beg- 
'ged pardon for his ill-manners, to tell Camilla, ſie 
would take a nap till Anſelmo's: return, She ſaid, he 
would be more at his eaſe in a couch than in the chair, 
and adviſed-him to walk into a chamber where he would, 
find one. This offer, however, he declined, and ſlept 
where he. was till the-return of his friend, who findi 
Camilla in her own apartment, and Lothario aſleep, 
concluded, that by his long ſtay, he had given them 
time, not only to ſpeak, but alſo to take their repoſe.; 
and was jmpatient for Lothario's walking, that he might 
carry him out to Walk, and inquire about his own for- 
tune. e 5 | N | "TE 
Every thing ſucceeded to his wiſh : whenthis friend 
awoke, they went forth together, and he put every 
 -queſtion to "him that [his curiofity ſuggeſted : Lothario 
_ ©2nſwered, that thinking it improper to explain himſelf, 
on the firſt occaſiqn, he had done nothing but praiſed 
Camilla's beauty, which, together with ter ** 
e, 
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he told her, engroſſed the converſation of the whole 
City : this, he imagined, was the moſt prudent begin- 
ning, as it might prepoſſeſs her in his favour, and diſ- 
poſe her to liſten to him another time, with pleaſure; 
being the ſame artifice which is practiſed by the devil, 
who, When he would ſeduce thoſe who are on their 
guard, transforms himſelf from an imp of darkneſs in- 
to an angel of light, and flattering them with ſpecious 
appearances, at length diſcovers: his cloven foot, and 
ſucceeds in his deſign, provided his deceit be not de- 


tected in the beginning. This declaration was altoge- 
ther ſatisfactory to Anſelmo, who faid he would give 


him the ſame opportunity every day, without quitting 
the houſe, in which he would employ himſelf fo artful- 
iy, that Camilla ſhoald never ſuſpect his deſign, Ma- 
ny days paſſed, in which, tho' Lothario never opened 
his mouth on the ſubject to Camilla, he told Anſelmo 
that he had made many efforts, but, could never per- 
ceive in her the leaſt tendency to weakneſs, or obtain 
the leaſt ſhadow of hope; on the contrary, that ſhe 
had threatened, if he did not lay aſide his wicked de- 
ſign to diſcloſe the whole affair to her huſband. ** Very 
well, ſaid. Anſelmo, hitherto the is proor againſt words; 
we muſt now try Whether or not ſhe can reſiſt works 
alfo : to-morrow, you ſhall have two thouſand crowns 
in gold, for a preſent. to her; and as much more to 
purchaſe jewels for a bait : theſe. are things with which 
all beautiful women are captivated ; for, be they ever 
fo chaſte, they love finery and gay apparel ; if ſhe 
withſtands that temptation, I will reſt ſatisfied, and give 
you no further trouble. bk 2 
Lothario promiſed to go thro' with the enterprize, 
now that he had begun, tho' he was perſuaded he ſhauld 
be fatigued and baffled in the execution. Next day, he 
received four thouſand crowns,. and as many perplexi- 
ties along with them; for, he did not know what lie 
he ſhould next invent: however, he determined to tell 
his friend, that Camilla was as invincible to preſents 


as to words; and that he ſhould give himſelf no furthger 


vexation, fince all his endeavours were thrown away to 
no purpoſe : but fortune, which conducted matters in 
- another manner, W that Anſelmo, one day, af- 
a ter 
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ter having, according to cuſtom, left Lothario and his 
wife by themſelves, and gone to his own chamber, 
ſhould peep thro? the key- hole, and liſten to their con- 
verſation: it was then, he perceived, that in half an 
hour and more, Lothario did not ſpeak one word; nei- 
ther would he have opened his mouth, had he remained 
a whole age in the ſame ſituation. From hence he con- 
cluded, that every thing his friend had told him of Ca- 
milla's replies, was meer fiction: but, to be ſtill more 
aſſured, he came out of his chamber, and calling Lo- 
thario aſide, aſked what news he had, and how Camilla 
ſtood affected to him? He replied, that he was reſolved 
to drop the buſineſs intirely ; for, ſhe had checked him 
with ſuch bitterneſs and indignation, that he had no 
mind to return to the charge. Ah Lothario ! Lotha- 
rio, ſaid Anſelmo, how much you have failed in the du- 
ty of friendſhip, and abuſed the confidence I have re- 
poſed in your affection ! I have been all this time, look- 
ing thro? the-key-hole of that door, and perceived that 
577 have not ſpoken one word to Camilla; from whence, 
41 ſuſpect, that your firſt declaration is yet to come; 
and if that be the caſe, as without douht it is, wherefore 
have you thus deceived me; and in fo doing, prevented 
me from other means to ſatisfy my .defire ?“ He ſaid 
no more, but this was ſufficient to cover Lothario with 
ſhame and confuſion; who thinking his honour con- 
cerned, in being convicted of a lie, ſwore to Anſelmo, 
He would, from that moment, take the charge of giv- 
ing him the ſatisfaction he required, without the leaſt 
ceemquivocation, as he might perceive, by watching him 
© _Narrowly ; tho' there would be no occaſion for uſing 
ſuch diligence, becauſe, his future behaviour in that at- 
fair, would acquit him of all ſuſpicion, | 
* Anſelmo gave credit to his proteſtation, and that his 
opportunities might be more ſecure, and leſs fubject to 
- interruption, reſolved to abſent himſelf from his own 
» houſe, for eight days, during which he propoſed to viſit 
2 friend who lived in a village not far from the city ; 
and whom he deſired to invite him to his houſe with the 
«moſt earneſt intreaties, that he might excuſe himſelf 
to Camilla for his abſence Unfortunate and im- 
_ prudent 
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prudent Anſelmo! what art thou doing ? what art I 
thou contriving and concerting ? conſider that thou art i 

acting againſt thyſelf, planning thy own diſhonour and 1 
perdition. Your wife Camilla is virtuous and ſober, 
and you poſſeſs her at preſent, in quiet; enjoying un- 
interrupted pleaſure: her inelinations never ramble be- | 
yond the walls of your own. houſe ; you are her para- g 
diſe upon earth, the goal of her deſires, the accompliſh-. 
ment of her wiſhes, and the ſtandard by which fhe- 
meaſures. her will, adjuſting it, in all reſpects, according 
to your pleaſure and the directions of heaven. Since 
the mine of her honour, beauty, modeſty. and virtue, 
yields thee, without trouble, all the riches, which it. 1 
contains, or thou can'ſt deſire; why would'ſt thou, b „ 

digging in ſearch of a new and unheard-of treaſure, ri 

the fall or deſtruction of the whole, which: is ſuſtained- 

by the feeble props of female conſtancy ? remember, it 

is but juſt, that he who builds on impoſſibilities, ſhould: 

be denied the privilege of any other foundation; as the | 
poet hath better expreſſed it, in: the following couplets ; 


In death, I ſought new life to find, j 
And health, where pale diſtemper pin'd: 

I look'd for freedom in the jail, | 
And faith where perjuries prevail: 

But fate ſupreme, whoſe ſtern decree- 
To ſorrow match'd my deſtiny,, 

All poſſible relief withdrew ;. 
Becauſe th' impoſſible I kept in view. 


Next day, Anſelmo went to the country, after having: =» 
told Camilla, that, in his abſence, Lothario would take 
charge of the family; and defired her to treat him 
with all the reſpect due to his .own perſon. Camilla, 
being a woman of honour and diſcretion, was diſguſted 
at this order, and bad him confider how unſeemly it was, 
for another man to fit at the head of his table in his ab- 
ſence; at the ſame time, begging, that if his direc-: 
tions proceeded from his dithdence in her capacity, he 1755 
would for once put her management to the trial, and 5 
be convinced, by experience, that ſhe was equal to a * 
more important charge. Anſelmo replied, that ſuch 
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was his pleafure, and her province was to bow the head 
and obey; upon which, ſhe, tho' unwillingly, ſubmitted. 
Next day he ſet out accordingly, and Lothario went 
to his houſe, where he met with a very kind and hon- 
ourable reception from Camilla, who never gave him 
an opportunity of being; alone with her, but always 
wert about the houſe among her ſervants, generally at- 
tended by her own maid, whoſe name was Leonela, 
for whom her miſtreſs had a particular affection, becauſe 
they had been brought up together from their infancy, 
in the houſe of Camilla's parents, and when ſhe married 
Anſelmo, ſhe accompanied her to his houſe in quality 
of waiting-woman. | | 

During the firſt three days, Lothario did not declare 
himſelf, altho* he had opportunities immediately after 
the table was uncovered, while the ſervants were at 
dinner, which Camilla always ordered them to finiſh 
with all expedition. Nay, ſhe gave directions to Leo- 

nela, to dine every day, before the cloth was laid for 
herſelf, that ſhe might always. be in waiting; but her 
maid's thoughts were too much engroſſed by her own 
amuſements, the enjoyment of which required ſuch 
time and opportunity, as often hindered her from obey- 
ing the commands of her miſtreſs ; ſo that ſhe frequently 
behaved as if ſhe had received orders to leave them 
alone. But, the dignified preſence of Camilla, the 
gravity of her countenance, and awfulneſs of perſon 
were fach; as effectually bridled Lothario's tongue: yet 
the energy of virtue, in having this very effect, redound- 
ed the more to the diſadvantage of them both ; for, 
tho” his tongue was reſtricted, his thoughts had a full 
and free opportunity of contemplating, at leiſure, the 
charms both of her mind and perſon, which were ſuffi- 
cient to Captivate not only an heart of fleſh, but, even 
a ſtatue of ſtone. a 

Lothario, by gazing at her, during thoſe opportuni- 
ties, beheld how worthy ſhe was to be beloved; and 
this conviction, began gradually to fap his regard for 
his friend; fo that he made a thouſand reſolutions to 
uit the city, and go where he ſhould never more be 
en by Anſelmo, or be expoſed to danger _ the 
2 : beauty 
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beauty of his wife; but all theſe were baffled by the 
pleaſure he had already felt, in ſeeing and admiring her 


charms : he conſtrained himſelf, and combated his own 


inclinations, in order to expel and efface that ſatisfac- 
tion ; when he was alone, he condemned his-own mad- 


neſs, and reproached himſelf as-a falſe friend and worth- 


leſs chriſtian ;. he made 2 thouſand reflections and com- 


pariſons. between himſelf and "Anſelmo, and they all 
terminated. in this conclufion, that the madneſs and raſh - 
confidence of his friend, greatly exceeded his own infide- - 
lity; and that, if he. could excuſe himfelf to heaven, 
for what he intended. to do, as eaſily as to mankind, he 


had no reaſon to dread any puniſhment for the crime: 
in ort, the. beauty and other accompliſhments of Ca- 
milla, together with the opportunity which the igno- 


rant huſband. put into his hands, intirely overthrew the 
integrity of Lothario; who, giving way at once, to the 
ictates of his paſſion, began, at the end of three days, 
uring which he had been at coritinual war with his de- 
fires, ig adreſs himſelf to Camilla with ſuch diſorder, - 


: 


and amorous diſcourſe, that ſhe was utterly aſtoniſhed, 


and riſing up, went to her own chamber, without an- 
ſwering one word: but, this coyneſs did not abate Lo- 


thario's hope, which always increaſes with a man's love; 


on the contrary, he redoubled his efforts, while ſhe, 


perceiving him behave ſo wide of expectation, did not 
well know what conduct to eſpouſe: but, thinking it 
would be both imſeemly and unſafe in her, to grant him 
another opportunity, ſhe determined that very night, to 
ſend a meſſage to 1 

a ſervant to him, with the following letter: 


CHAP, VII. 


Curioſity. 


The continuation of the novel called the Impertinent 


« FT is a common obſeryation, that an army without 
6 a general, and a garriſon without a chief, make 
“but a yery indifferent appearance: but, I fay, that a 
« young married woman without a huſband, makes a 
« worſe, eſpecially when his abſence is not the effect 
BY | D 4 : 66 of 


er huſband, and actually diſpatched 
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« of abſolute neceſſity: for my own part, I find my- 
«© ſelf ſo uneaſy, and unable to ſupport our ſeparation, 
that if you do not return immediately, I muſt go and 
* pm my time at my father's houſe: tho* I ſhould 
% leave yours without a guard; for, I believe, he that 
4 you left, if he was deſigned for that purpoſe, hath 
% more regard to his own pleaſure than to your advan- 
stage; and ſince you are wiſe, I have nothing more 
* to ſay, nor is it proper I ſhould.” 


When Anſelmo received this letter, he was convin- 
ced that Lothario had begun the enterprize, and that 
his wife had behaved according to his wiſh ; rejoiced 
beyond meaſure, at this information, he anſwered by a 
verbal meſſage, that ſhe ſhould by no means, leave the 
houſe; for, he would return in a very little time. Ca- 
milla was aſtoniſhed at this reply, which perplexed her 
more than ever; as ſhe durſt neither ſtay in her own. 
houſe, nor go to her father's ; for, in ſtaying at home, 
ſhe endangered her honour, and in going to her parents, 
ſhe tranſgreſſed the commands of her huſband. In fine, 
ſhe reſolved upon that which was worſt of all; namely, 
to remain where ſhe was, determined not to avoid Lo- 
thario, that the ſervants might not obſerve her ſituation ; 
and ſhe was already ſorry * what ſhe had written to 
Anſelmo, being afraid he would imagine Lothario had 
1 ſome levity in her conduct, which encouraged 

im to lay aſide the decorum he ought to have preſerv- 
ed. Confident of her own virtue, ſhe truſted to God 
and her conſcious prudence, by the help of which ſhe 
thought ſhe could, in filence, reſiſt all the ſolicitations 
of Lothario, without giving her huſband any further 
information, leſt it ſnould involve him in ſome trouble 
or dangerous diſpute : nay, ſhe was even induſtrious in 
inventing ſome excuſe for Lothario, in caſe Anſelmo 
A the reaſon that induced her to write ſuch a 
etter. 

With theſe ſentiments, which were more honour- 
able than prudent and advantageous, ſhe, next day, fat 
liſtening to Lothario, who exerted himſelf in ſuch a 
manner, as to ſhake her fortitude, which, with all her 

A | virtue, 
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virtue, was barely ſufficient to hinder her eyes from 
giving manifeſt indications of the amorous compaſſion 
that his tears and addreſſes had awakened in her breaſt. 
All this tenderneſs, which Lothario obſerved, inflamed 
his paſſion the more; and thinking there was a neceſſity 
for ſhortening the ſiege, while this opportunity of An- 
ſelmo's abſence, laſted ; he aſſaulted her pride with the 
praiſes of her beauty ; for, nothing ſooner ſucceeds in 
overthrowing the embattelled towers of female vanity, 
than vanity itſelf, employed by the tongue of adulation : 
in ſhort, he ſo aſſiduoully undermined the fortreſs of 


her virtue, and plied it with ſuch irreſiſtible engines, 


that tho? ſhe had been made of braſs, ſhe muſt have ſur- 
rendered at mercy : he wept, intreated, promiſed, flat- 
tered, feigned and importuned, with ſuch. earneſt ex- 
preſſions of love, as conquered all her reſerve ; at laſt, 
he obta ned a complete triumph, which, tho' what he 
leaſt expected, was what of all things, he moſt ardently 
deſired : ſhe yielded the chaſte Camilla yielded 
But, what wonder? ſince even. Lothario's friendſhip 
gave way. A clear and inconteſtable proof, that love 
is to be conquered by flight alone; and that no perſon 
whatever, ought to.engage ſuch a powerful adverſary, 
hand to hand; becauſe nothing but force divine can. 
ſubdue that human power. 

Leonela alone was privy to the. weakneſs of her miſ- 
treſs, Which the two new. lovers and falſe friends could 
not poſſibly conceal from her knowledge: and Lothario 
did not chooſe to. tell Camilla, the contrivance of An- 
ſelmo, who. had given him the opportunity of accom- 
pliſhing his deſign; that ſhe might not undervalue his 
love, by ſuppoſing, that he. courted her by accident, 
without being at firſt, really enamoured of her charms, 
Anſelmo returning in few days, did not perceive the 


loſs of that, which, tho' he preſerved with the leaſt 
care, he prized above all other 8 but, going. 


in queſt of. Lothario, whom he found in his own lodg- 
ing, after a mutual embrace, he defired he would tell 
him the news that muſt determine his life or death. 
„The news which I have to give you, my friend, ſaid 
Lothario, are theſe : you have a wite who truly deſerves 
to be the pattern and queen of all good women, The 

46% | D 5 expreſ- 
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_ expreſſions I uſed to her were ſpent in the air, my pro- 
miſes were deſpiſed, my preſents rejected, and * 
tears that I feigned, moſt heartily ridiculed : in ſhort, 
Camilla is the ſum of all beauty, and the caſket in 
which are depoſited honour, affability, modeſty, and all 
the qualifications that dignify and adorn a woman of 
virtue, Here, take back your money, which I have 
had no occaſion to uſe: the chaſtity ef your ſpouſe is. 
not to be ſhaken by ſuch mean conſiderations as thoſe 
of promiſes and preſents : be ſatisfied, Anſelmo, and 
make no more unprofitable trials; ſince you have dry- 
ſhod croſſed the fea of thoſe doubts. and ſuſpicions, 
which are and _ be entertained of women, ſeek not 
to plunge yourſelf anew into the dangerous gulf of 
freſh dithculties, by uſing another pilot to make a ſe-- 
cond trial of the ſtrength and tightneſs of the veſſel, 
which you have received from heaven, to perform the- 
voyage of this life: but, conſider yourſelf as in a ſafe 
harbour, where you ought to ſecure yourſelf with the 
anchor of ſound reflection, and remain until you are 
called upon to pay that tax from which no human rank. 
can exempt you. | 

Anſelmo was infinitely rejoiced at this information of 
Lothario, which: he believed as implicitly as if it had 
been pronounced by an oracle: but, nevertheleſs, he 
- beſought him to continue His addreſſes, meerly for curi- 
ofity and amuſement, tho* not with; the ſame eagerneſs. 
and diligence which he had uſed before: he defired him. 
to write verſes. in praiſe of Camilla under the name of. 
Chloris, promiſing: to tell his wife, that he, Lothario, 
was in love with a lady whom he celebrated under that 
fictitious name, in order to preſerve the decorum due 
to her character: and he aſſured him, that if Lothario 
. did not chooſe to take the trouble of making verſes, he 
himſelf would compoſe them for the occahons © You- 
ſhall not need, faid Lo:hario; the muſes are not quite 
fo averſe, but they viſit me ſometimes : you may tell 
Camilla, what you have mentioned, concerning my pre- 
tended love; and as for the verſes, if: not adequate to- 
the ſubject, they ſhall, at all events, be the beſt 1 can 


make.” : 
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This agreement being concerted between the imper- 
tinent hubbant'and treacherous friend, Anſelmo return- 
ed to his own houſe, and aſked Camilla, what ſhe 
wondered he had not mentioned. before ; namely, the 


meaning of that letter which ſhe had diſpatched to him 


in the country. She anſwered, that ſhe fancied Lotha- 


rio once looked at her with more freedom than he uſed - 


to take when Anſelmo was at home ; but, now ſhe was 


undeceived; and. convinced of its being no more than - 


meer imagination; for, he had of late, avoided all oc- 
cafions of, being alone with her. Anſelmo ſaid ſhe 


might make herſelf intirely eaſy, from that quarter; 


for, he:knew that Lothario was in love with a lady of 
faſhion in the city, whom he celebrated under the name 
of Chloris; and even, if he was free of any ſuch en- 


gagements, there was nothing to be feared from the ho- 
nour of. Lothario, and the friendſhip ſubſiſting between. 
them. If Camilla had not been previouſſy advertiſed 


by her ſecret gallant, of this ſuppoſed: love of Chloris, 


with which he intended to hood wink her huſband, that 


he might ſometimes indulge himſelf in her own praiſe, 


under the cover of that name; ſhe would, without 
doubt, have been diſtracted with jealouſy, but, thus 


inſtructed, ſhe heard him without ſurpriſe or concern. 


Next day; while they were at dinner, Anſelmo intreat- - 


ed his friend to repeat ſome of the verſes. he had com- 
poſed in praiſe of Chloris, who being utterly unknown 
to Camilla, he might ſecurely ſay what he pleaſed : 
„ Tho' ſhe were of her acquaintance, anſwered Lotha- 
rio, I ſhould not think myſelf bound to conceal my paſ- 


ſion; for, when a lover praiſes. the beauty, and at the 


Ame time, bewails the cruelty of his miſtreſs, her re- 
putation can ſuffer no prejudice : but, be that as it will, 


I own I yeſterday wrote a ſong on the ingratitude of 


Chloris, which you ſhall hear. 


4. 
ö HEN night extends her ſilent reign, 
| And ſleep vouchſafes the world to bleſs, 
To heay'n and Chloris, I complain | 


- 


Of dire and affluent diſtreſs,” 


4, 
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When Phcebus, led by roſy morn, 
At firſt, his radiant viſage ſhews, 
With tears, and fighs and groans, forlorn, 
My ſoul the bitter plaint renews. 
III. 
When from his bright meridian throne, 
The rays deſcend in dazzling rain, 
With aggravated grief I moan, 
And night brings back the woeful ſtrain. 
Thus, to my vows and pray'rs, I find 
My Chloris deaf, and heav'n unkind, 


The ſong was approved by Camilla, and much more 
ſo by her huſband, who applauded it to the fkies, and 
obſerved that the lady muſt be exceſſively cruel] who 
could reſiſt ſuch a true and pathetic complaint. What 
ſaid Camilla, is every thing true that we are told by 
the poets when they are in love?“ „What they re- 
hearſe as poets, anſwered Lothario, is not always truth; 
but, what they affirm as lovers, is always ftom the 
heart.“ You are certainly in the right,” replied An- 
ſelmo, with a view of ſupporting and giving ſanction to 
Lothario's ſentiments, in the opinion of Camilla, whofe 
indifference about her huſband's artifice was now equal 
to her love for his pretended friend. Pleaſed therefore, 
with his performances, becauſe the very well knew 
that his inclinations and compoſitions were infpired by, 
and addreffed to her, who was the true Chloris, the de- 
fired him, if he had any more ſongs or verſes, to repeat 
them. I have another, ſaid Lothario, but, I believe, 
it is not ſo good; or rather, it is leſs tolerable than 
the laſt. However, you ſhall judge for yourſelf ——— 


ISP 
ES, cruel maid ! I weleome death, 
Ef And tho? I periſh undeplored, 
_ * © "Thy beauty, with my lateft breath, 
| Shall be applauded w_ ador'd. 


Tho? loft in dark oblivion's ſhade, 
Bereft of favour, life and fame, 
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My faithful Weart, when open laid, 
ill ſhew thine ima 2 2 thy name. 
| FERL-# III. | 
Theſe reliques I preſerve with care, 
My comfort in diſaſtrous fate ; 
For, ſteel'd and whetted by deſpair, 
My love, new force acquires from hate, 
Unhappy thoſe ! who darkling, fail 
Where ſtars and ports and pilots fail, 


This ſong was commended as much as the firſt, by 
Anſelmo, who in this manner, added link to link of 
the chain with which he enſlaved himſelf, and ſecured 
his own. diſhonour ; for, then Lothario diſgraced him 
moſt, when he thought himſelf moft honoured, and 
every ſtep that Camilla deſcended towards the very 
centre of centempt, ſhe in the opinion of her huſband, 
mounted to the very ſummit of virtuous reputation : 
about this time, happening to be alone with her maid, 
J am aſhamed, dear Leonela, ſaid ſhe, when I conſi- 
der how I have undervalued myſelf ; for, I ought to 
have made Lothario employ a great deal of time, in 
purchaſing the intire poſſeſſion of my favours, which I 
ſo willingly ſurrendered at once; and I am afraid that 
he will look upon my ſudden yielding as the effe& of 
Tevity, without reflecting upon the violence of his own 
addreſſes, which it was impoſſible to reſiſt.” ** Let 
not that give you the leaſt diſturbance, madam, anſwer- 
ed Leonela ; for, there is no reaſon why a thing ſhould 
loſe its eſt mation, by being freely given, if it is actually 
good in its kind and worthy of eſteem ; nay, it is a 
common ſaying, that he who gives freely, gives twice.” 
«© There is alſo another common obſervation, replied 
Camilla, that which is eaſily got, is little valued.” © You 
are not at all affected by that obſervation, reſumed Leo- 
nela ; for, love (they ſay) ſometimes flies, ſometimes 
walks, runs with one, creeps with another, warms a 
third, burns a forth, wounding ſome, and laying 
others. In one moment, it begins, performs and con- 
cludes its career ; lays fiege in the morning to a for- 
treſs, which is ſurrendered before night, there being no 
force that can withſtand its power. This being the 


caſe, 
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caſe, what cauſe have you to be alarmed: or afraid; 
this was the power that aſſiſted Lothario, by making 
uſe of my maſter's abſence, as the inſtrument of his 
ſucceſs : and what love had determined, muſt of neceſ- 
fity have been concluded during that period, before An- 
ſelmo could, by his return, prevent. the perfection of 
the work. Opportunity is the beſt miniſter: for execu- 
ting the deſigns of love; and is employed in all his 
undertakings, eſpecially in the beginning of them. This 
I know to be true, more by experience than hearſay ; 
and 1 ſhall one day tell you, madam; that I am a girl of 


- Meſh and blood, as well as your ladyſhip. Beſides, your 


ladyſhip did not yield until you had diſcerned in the 
„ ſighs, proteſtations, promiſes and . preſents | of 
Lothario, his whole ſoul undiſguiſed, and adorned with 
ſuch virtues as rendered him worthy of your love. Let 
not, therefore, theſe ſcrupulous and whining reflexions 
haraſs your imagination; but, affure .,yourſelf, that 
Lothario's love and yours are mutual: ſo, that you may 
think yourſelf extremely happy, in being caught in the 
amorous ſnare by a man of worth and honour, Who not 
only poſſeſſes the four . beginning with * 8, 
which ought to be the caſe of all true lovers, but alſo, 
a whole alphabet of.accompliſhments. Liſten, and 


 -yow-ſhall hear how cleverly 1 will recount them. He | 


is, in my ſimple opinion amiable, benevolent, coura- 
geous, diverting, enamoured, firm, gay, honourable, 
-illuſtrious, loyal, mettleſome, noble, obedient, princely, . 
qualified, rich,; and the S. S. as I have already obſerved. 
Then, he is truſty, vigilant; the X does not ſuit him, 
becauſe it is a harſh letter; 'Y ſtands for youtb, and Z . 
for zeal, in his attachment to you.? 

Camilla laughed at the alphabet of her maid, whom 
ſhe found more knowing in the affairs of love than ſhe. 
had imagined ; and this knowledge indeed ſhe confeſſed 
diſcloſing to her miſtreſs an intrigue that ſhe carried on 


with a young man of a good family in town... Camilla 
was diſturbed at this information, fearing that her ho- 


nour ran ſome riſk' from their correſpondence ; and 


when ſhe prefied her to confeſs, whether or not it had 


® Senſato, Secreto, Sobrepuſado, Senxero Senſible, ſecret, ſurpaſſing 
- and ſincere, 
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been to the laſt extremity, ſhe, without the 
leaſt ſymptom of ſhame, anſwered in the affirmative ; 
for, it is very certain, that the failings of miſtreſſes di- 
veſt their ſervants of all modeſty; becauſe, ſeeing their 
ladies trip, they think themſelves intitled to halt, with- 
out being at the trouble to conceal their defect. Ca- 
milla, thus circumſtanced, could fall upon no other 
expedient than that of cautioning her maid againſt be- 
traying her to the perſon who was her gallant, and be- 
ſeeching her to keep her own intrigue ſecret, that it 
might not fall under the obſervation of Anſelmo and 
Lothario, 
Leeonela promiſed to be upon her guard, but managed 
her affairs with ſo little diſcretion, that ſhe confirmed 
Camilla in the apprehenſion of loſing her reputation by 
the careleſſneſs of her maid.; for, the bold and immod 
Leonela, ſeeing that her lady's conduct was not the 
ſame as formerly, had the aſſurance to introduce and 
conceal her lover in the houſe, conſcious, that although 
her miſtreſs ſhould: perceive, ſhe durſt not detect him, 
in that ſituation. Among other diſadvantages incurred 
by the flips. of women of faſhion,, they become ſlaves to 
their own ſervants, and find themſelves obliged to con- 
nive at their impudence and vice; 
This was the very caſe of Camilla, who though ſhe 
more than. once, obſerved Leonela engaged with her 
gallant, in one of the chambers, far from reprimanding 
| Her. on that. ſcore, ſhe gave her opportunities of con- 
cealing him, and did all ſhe could to prevent his being 
ſeen. by her huſband. But, all their caution could not 
| ſcreen him from the notice of Lothario, who, perceiving 
him come out of the houſe one morning at break of 
day, and not knowing who he was, at firſt miſtook him 
for, a phantom; but, ſeeing him run away, and ſeek 
to hide himſelf with care and concern, he ſoon chan 
that ſimple opinion for another which would have ru- 
ined them all, had not Camilla found out an expedient 
to prevent their deſtruction. He was fo far from think - 
ing, that this man, whom he ſaw coming out of Anſel- 
-mo's houſe, at ſuch an unfeaſonable hour, had gone in 
en Leonela's account, that he did not even remember 


there 


— 


% 
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there was ſuch a perſon in the world ; on the contrary, 
he was firmly perſuaded, that Camilla, who yielded fo 
eaſily to his addreſſes, had acted in the ſame manner, 
to ans other perſon : for, this additional misfortune 
attends a looſe woman, that ſhe loſes her credit even 
with the man by whoſe importunities and intreaties her 
honour was ſubdued : nay, he believes that ſhe will be 
more eaſily won. by another than by him, and implicitly 
credits every ſuſpicion that may ariſe from that unjuſt 
inference. On this occafion, Lothario's good ſenſe 
failed, and all his caution ſeemed to vaniſh ; fince, re- 
gardleſs of every thing that was right or reaſonable, 
without. further examination, he hied him to Anſelmo 
before he was up, where, impatient and blind with the 
jealous fury that 2 upon his entrails, and inflamed 
with the deſire of being revenged upon Camilla, who 
had, given him no offence, he expreſſed himſelf thus: 
„ You muſt know, Anſelmo, that for ſome days paſt, 
I have had a continual ſtruggle with myſelf, endea- 
vouring to ſuppreſs that which I no longer, either can 
or ought to conceal from your knowledge, The for- 
treſs of Camilla is at laſt ſurrendered, and ſubmitted 


.entirely to the dominion of my will. This I have de- 
| layed imparting to you, until I ſhould be certain, whe- 


ther her compliance was owing to ſome tranfient flaſh 
of affection, or to the deſire of trying the ſincerity of 
thoſe addreſſes which, by your own direction, were 
carried on: and, I likewiſe concluded, that if ſhe was 


a woman of honour and virtue, as we both. imagined, 


ſhe would, ere now, have given you an account of my 
ſolicitation. But, finding that ſtill undone, I take it 
for granted, ſhe means to keep her promiſe of giving 
me an interview in the wardrobe, the very next time 

ou go to the country. And here it was where Ca- 
milla actually uſed to entertain him. However, as the 
crime is committed in thought only, before an opportu- 


nity offers of performing that promiſe, Camilla may 
change her mind, and repent of her weakneſs. Where- 


fore, as you have hitherto, in whole or in part, fol- - 


lowed my advice, I hope you will treaſure up and ob- 
ſerve one which I ſhall now offer, that you may, with- 


out the leaſt poſſibility of being deceived, carefully and 
| | __ _ .” cautiouſly 
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cautiouſly ſatisfy yourſelf, ſo as to take ſuch meaſures 
as your prudence ſhall ſuggeſt. You may pretend that 
you are poing, as uſual, for two or three days, to the 
country, and, in the mean time, conceal yourſelf in the 
wardrobe, where you will find tapeſtry and plenty of 
other things for the purpoſe , from thence, you, with 
your own eyes, as I with mine, will obſerve the con- 
duct of Camilla, and if unhappily you ſhould find more 
cauſe to fear than to hope, you may in perſon, revenge 
your own wrongs, with filence, ſafety and diſcretion.” 

Anſelmo was thunderſtruck it this declaration of 
Lothatio, which came upon him when he leaſt expected 
it; for, he already looked upon Camilla as a conquer- 
or in the fictitious aſſaults of his friend, and had actu- 
ally begun to enjoy the glory of her triumph. After 
having ſtood ſilent for a long time, with his eyes fixed 
upon the ground, Lothario, ſaid he, you have ated 
up to the expeQation of my friendſhip : I will adhere 
to-your advice in every thing ; and hope you will keep 
this unexpected affair as ſecret as the nature of it re- 
uires.“ | | 
; His falſe friend promiſed to obſerve the caution, but 
ſoon as he quitted the apartment, repented of every 
| thing he had aid, reflecting how ill-informed he was 
of the truth, and that he might have puniſhed Camilla 
by means leſs cruel and diſhonourable. He curſed his 
own rally, condemned his precipitation, and endeavour- 
ed to find out ſome expedient to undo what he had done, 
or, at leaſt, bring it to ſome favourable iſſue. At length, 


© he reſolved to diſcloſe the whole to Camilla, as there 


wanted not opportunities of being with her alone ; and 
that very day, being together, ſhe made uſe of the firſt 
that happened, addreſſing herſelf to him in this manner; 
«© Know, my dear Lothario, that my heart is ready to 
burſt with one affliction, which is ſo grievous, that it 
will- be a wonder if I ſurvive it : Leonela is arrived to 
ſuch a pitch of impudence, that every night ſhe intro- 
duces a gallant into the houſe, and remains with him 
till morning, very much at the expence of my reputation, 
as the field is left open for any malicious conſtruction, 
upon ſeeing a man come out of my houſe, at ſuch un- 


ſeaſonable hours: and the misfortune is, I dare * 
. f e 


4 
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chide nor chaſtiſe her for her audacity; for, her being 
privy to our correſpondence, puts a bridle in my mouth, 
obliging me to be ſilent on the ſubject of her folly, 
from which, I fear, ſome miſchance will befal us.” 

9 Camilla began this diſcourſe, Lothario ima- 
1 it was an artifice to deceive and perſuade him, 

t the man he had ſeen coming out of the houſe had 
been there on Leonela's account only ; but, ſeein his 
_ miſtreſs, weep, and in the utmoſt affliction, intreat him 
to find out ſome remedy for this inconvenience, he was 
convinced of the truth, and covered with ſhame and 
remorſe for what he had done: nevertheleſs, he de- 
fired Camilla to make herſelf eaſy, and promiſed to 
fall upon ſome method to. curb Jeonela* s infolence. 
He then told her what, inſtigated by the rage of jealou- 


| ſy, he had diſclaſed to Anigino, who, by his appoint- 


ment, was to conpel hana ig. the, wang 5 1h * bat be 

lake wot 4 in W N oh of ber inf clity.: he 

— or h e „ With adyice how 
ey it wy to * himſelf form the © lab rig 


= 


nich he was involved by his own impru ence- 
2 was aſtoniſhed at the diſcourſe of Lothario, 
whom ſhe chid and reprimanded with great reaſon an and; 
reſentment, for the groundleſs ulpieien Which had 
riven him to ſuch a _ and 22 reſalution. 
ut, women having naturally more invention than man 
can boaſt of, either for a gaodor bad occaſion, Dough 
ſometimes, they fail in premeditated ſchemes ; Camilla 
inſtantly thought of a cure for this ſeemin ngly incurable 
dilemma, and. bad Lothario prevail upon her huſband 
to conceal 18 in the appointed Places. the very next 
day; for, ſhe hoped to reap ſuch ad r + from | bis 
concealment; as that, for the future, . — ould 10 
each other, without the leaſt fear or e d She, 
therefore, without diſcloſing to her 1 th N le 
of her plan, deſired him to take care, when, Anſel mo 
was hid, to come at Leonela s call, and anſwer eve 
queſtion ſhe ſhould aſk, in the ſame manner as he ble 
reply, if he did not know that her huſband was within 
hearing. Lothario inſiſted upon knowing the N 
lars of her dhe that he * a mee ſecu e 
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and ſucceſs perform his cue; but, Camilla aſſured him, 
he had; nothing to do but anſwer her queſtions with 
truth and ſincerity ; being unwilling to make him pre- 
viouſly acquainted with her deſign, leſt he ſhould diſap- 
prove of that which to her ſeemed: ſo neceſſary, and 
recommend another, which, perhaps, ſhe; might not 
think fo effectual. Accordingly, Lothario took his 
leave; and next day, Anſelmo, under pretence of go- 
ing to his friend's country-houſe, ſet out, but ſoon re- 
turned to his hiding-place ; Camilla and her maid having 
purpoſely given him an opportunity of getting in unſeen. 
There he remained in a ſtate of perturbation, which 
may be eaſily conceived to haraſs the breaſt of a man 
who expected to ſee with his own eyes, the bowels of 
his honour diſſected, and found himſelf on the brink of 
loſing that ſupreme bliſs which he thought he poſſeſſed 
in his beloved Camilla. | 

She and her maid, by this time, certified of his being 
there, went to the eps 4 which Camilla no ſooner 
entered, than heaving a profound ſigh, . Dear Leanelz 
ſaid ſhe, rather than execute the deſign which I concen 
from your knowledge, that you may not endeavour to 
prevent it, would it not be better for you to take, this 
poignard of Anſelmo, and plunge it in my unfortunate 
boſom ? Yet, do not, Leonela ; for it were unreaſon- 
able, that I ſhould be puniſhed for another's crime ; I 
want, firſt, to know what the daring and licentious 
eyes of Lothario have diſcerned in my conduct, that 

ould encourage him to declare a paſſion ſo guilty as 
that which he hath owned, ſo much to my diſhonour 
and the prejudice of his friend. Go to that window, 
Leonela, and beckon to him, for, doubtleſs, he is now 
in the ſtreet, expecting to ſucceed in his wicked intention: 
but, I ſhall firſt, execute mine, which is equally honour- 
able and ſevere. Alas, madam ! anſwered the cun- 
ning and well inſtructed Leonela, how da you intend 
to uſe that fatal poignard ? are you determined to take 
away your own life, or that of Lothario ? by ſacrificing 
either the one or the other you will intirely ruin your 
own reputation. You ſhould rather ſtifle your wrongs, 
than give that wicked wretch an opportunity of _ 
us here alone: conſider, madam, that we are but wea 

women, 
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women, and he a determined man, who, blinded by his 
guilty paſſion, may, by force deprive you of that, which 
you value more than life, before you can execute your 
purpoſe upon him. A plague upon my maſter Anſel- 
mo, for allowing that impudent fellow, to be ſo free in 
his houſe ! beſides, madam, ſhould you kill him, as I 
believe you intend to do, what ſhall we do with him, 
after he is dead ?” Nothing, my friend, replied Camil- 
la, but, let Anſelmo bury him; for, he ought to take 
pleafure in the taſk of interring his own = rad Go 
and beckon to him, I fay, for every moment I delay, 
my juſt revenge ſeems to injure afreſh that fidelity which 
I owe to my huſband.” “ 

All this converſation was overheard by Anſelmo, 
whoſe ſetiments were entirely changed by what Camil- 
la, faid : and when he underſtood that ſhe intended to 
kill Lothario, he was inclined to come out and diſcover 
himſelf, in order to prevent the deed ; but, he was di- 
verted from that reſolution by the defire of ſeeing the 
iſſue of his wife's gallant and virtuous determination; 
purpoſing, however, to appear ſeaſonably enough for 
the ſafety of his friend. | | | 

About this time Camilla, throwing herſelf upon a. 
couch, was ſeized with a violent fit, during which Le- 
onela wept bitterly, exclaming, Ah, woe is me! 
muſt I then ſee, expiring in theſe unfortunate arms, 
the flower of human virtue, the queen of excellent 
wives, the pattern of chaſtity !?* with other epithets 
of the ſame kind, which nobody could have heard, 
without eſteeming her the moſt faithful and afflicted 
damſel upon earth, and her miſtreſs another perſecuted 
Penelope. Camilla, W gp recovered from her 
fit, ſaid to her woman, Why don't you go and call 
this the moſt faithful friend that ever was ſeen by the 
day, or ſhrouded by the night ? make haſte, go, run, 
fly ; let not the fire of my rage be conſumed by your 
delay, and the juſt vengeance I mean to take, evaporate 
in curſes and unſubſtantial-threats.” I go, anſwered 
Leonela, but, you muſt firſt give me that poignard, leſt 
in my abſence; you do a deed to make all thoſe who 
love you weep to the end of their lives.“ „Go, dear 

2 | bw . Leonela, 
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Leonela, replied her miſtreſs, and fear nothing: for, 
although in my opinion, I may be raſh and even unrea- 
ſonable in thus reſenting the affront upon my honour ; 
I ſhall not behave like that Lucretia, who, *tis ſaid, 
killed herſelf, though innocent, without having firſt 
puniſhed the villanous cauſe of her misfortune, If I 
muſt die, I will at leaſt fall fully revenged of him who 
is the occaſion of my being here, to bewail his audacious 
behaviour, which, I am ſure, proceeded from no miſ- 
conduct of mine.“ | | 

Many intreaties did ſhe uſe, before Leonela would go 
and call Lothario, but at length, ſhe prevailed ; the 
maid went out to ſeek him, and, in her abſence, 
Camilla uttered the following ſoliloquy: Good hea- 
wen ! would it not have been more prudent to diſmiſs 
Lothario, as uſual, than to give him this occaſion of 
thinking me vitious and immodeſt, even though that 
opinion can only laſt until I have an opportunity of un- 
deceiving him-? Yes, certainly : but, I ſhall not think 
myſelf revenged, nor the honour of my huſband ſuffi- 
<iently,, vindicated, if he eſcapes fo ſmooth and clean 
from this ſnare into which his wicked inclinations have 
decoyed him. Let the traitor pay with his life, for 
the enterprize of his laſcivious defire ;—the world ſhall 
know, if even the affair be made public, that Camilla 
not only preſerved her affection for her huſband, invio- 
late, but alſo took vengeance on the man who ſought 
to impair it. Yet, methinks, I ought to diſcloſe the 
whole to Anſelmo : but, I have already touched upon 
-the ſubject, in the letter I ſent to him when he was in 
the country; and his omg to apply a remedy to 
the evil I then hinted at, muſt certainly be owing to 
his own integrity, and unſuſpecting heart, which 
would not ſuffer him to believe, that the breaſt 
of ſuch a conſtant friend, could harbour one 
thought to the prejudice of his honour : indeed, this 
was my own opinion, until his behaviour became into- 
lerably licentious, and his preſents, promiſes and tears, 
fully manifeſted his guilty purpoſe. But, wherefore 
theſe reflections? does a gallant reſolution ſtand in 
need of heſitating advice? No !—traitor, avaunt ! 


hither 
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hither verigeance! enter, thou falſe perfidious wretch, 
ce 
be What it will ! Pure and unſpotted I came into the 
Cn him whom heaven appointed to be my 
'hiſband and my lord! and 'equally pure ſhall I leave 


nis emhrace, tho' bathed in my own chaſte blood, and 


embrued in the tainted gore of the falſeſt friend that 
ever 'friendfhip \faw !'”” 80 ſaying, ſhe brandiſhed the 
"drawn dagger in her hand, and ſtalked 'acrofs the 
room with ſuch diſordered ſteps and violent peſtures, 
that ſhe ſeemed to have loſt her ſenſes, and looked more 
like a deſperate rufſian than a delicate wife. | 
All this tranſport and ' agitation 8 with 
aſtoniſhment, by Anſelmo, where he ſtood concealed 
behind the tapeſtry: he thought he had now ſeen and 
heard enough to diſpel ſuſpieiens of a ſtronger kind, 
than thoſe he entertained; and even withed that thie 
proof might proceed no farther, by Lothario's failing 
to keep the appointment; for, he was afraid that ſome 
ſudden, unlucky accident might happen — Being there- 
fore, on the point of ſhewing himſelf, and running to 
embrace and undeceive his wife, he was prevented by 
ſeeing Leonela return with his friend, whom Camilla 
no ſooner beheld, than drawing a line before her, with 
"the dagger, ſhe ſaid, Take notice, Lothario, if you 
attempt to paſs this hne, or even approach it, the mo- 
ment I perceive your intention, I will plunge the poig- 


nard in my breaſt. Without offering the leaſt reply 


therefore, to this declaration, I deſire you will liſten to 
' fome queſtions I mean to atk, which you may anſwer as 
vou ſhall think proper: in the firſt place, tell me, Lo- 
thario, if you know my hufband Anſelmo, and what 
'ſtatton'he *maifitains in your opinion? and then be as 
explicit in, your ſentiments of me: anſwer without per- 
tur bation or difficulty; for, the queſtions -I- aſk, are 
*ealily ſolved.“ 3 r 
Lothario was not ſo ignorant, but that he had con- 


0 ceived her defign from the moment of her defiring him 


to adviſe Anſelmo” to conceal himſelf ;- and therefore, 
his replies were ſo ſeaſonable, and correſponded fo ex- 
'actly with her aim, that this fiction had all the air of 

Py: the 
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the moſt genuine truth, “ Beautevus Camilla, ſaid he, 
I did not imagine you had fent for me, with'a vie w of 
aſking Ps fo gw, to the putpoſe for which 1 
come : if you mean to de ay the promifed go, 
might have protracted the aſſignation to a more diftant 
term; for, the nearer the proſpect of enjoyment is, 
the more grievous Will the difappointment *be : but, 
that you may have no cavfe to complain of my refuſing 
to anſwer your demands, I will own chat T know your 
huſband "Anſelmo, with whom 1 Have been intimate 
from our moſt tender years. Of the friendſhip (as you 
know) ſubſiſting between 'us, T will fay nothing, that 
J may not bear witneſs to the wrong which love, the 
powerful excuſe of gteater crimes, compels me to com- 
mit: you too I know, and rate as high as you can poſ- 
ſibly be in his eſteem ; for a prize of lefs value I ſhould 
not have acted ſo unbecoming my own character, or 
tranſgreſſed "thoſe laws of perfect friendfhip, which 
1 have broken and violated, at the inſtigation of that 
miſchievous and irreſiſtible powW err. 
Since thou art ſelf- convicted ſo far, replied Camil- 
la, thou mortal enemy to all that merits love! with 
What face dareſt thou "appear before her Who is the 
mirrour that reflects him, and in which thou oughteſt 
to have ſeen how little reaſon and encouragement thou 
hadſt to wrong his honour ;: but, unfortunate that 1 
am! I have found out the cauſe that induced thee to 
forget thyſelf ſo far ; it muſt have been ſome lightneſs 
of carriage in me; immodeſty I will not call it, becauſe 
it could not be the effect of deliberate determination, 
but muſt have proceeded from a neglect of ſome of thoſe 
forms which women often inadvertently omit ; before 
thoſe whom they think they can'entertain without ce- 
remony. Otherwiſe, tell me, traitor, when did Jever 
anſwer thy addreſſes with any word or fign that could 
awaken in thy breaſt, the leaſt glimpſe of hope to ac- 
compliſh thy infamous aim? did I not always reject 
and reprove thy amorous proteſtations with Tigour arid 
ſeverity ? and when were thy 8 and preſents 
believed and accepted ? But, as I think no perſon could 


long perſevere” in ſuch 'a flagitious intention, without 
B's . being 


N 
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being ſupported by ſome ſort of hope, I am willing to 
lay the blame of your impertinence at my own door; fince 
without doubt, ſome failure of care in me, hath ena- 
bled you to exert yours ſo long; and therefore, I will 
inflict upon myſelf, the puniſhment that your crime de- 
ſerves : but, that you may ſee, in being thus inhuman 
to myſelf, it was impoſſible for me to deal mildly by. 
you, I have invited you hither, to be witneſs of the 
ſacrifice I mean to offer to the injured honour of m 
noble huſband, whom you have aggrieved to the-utmo 
of your power, I myſelf being acceſſory to the wrong,” 
' becauſe I have not induſtriouſly enough avoided all oc- 
caſion, if I gave you any, of favouring and countenan- 
cing your wicked inclinations. I ſay, the ſuſpicion I 
have, that ſome levity of mine engendered ſuch frantic 
ſentiments in your boſom, gives me the utmoſt pain, 
and prompts me to chaſtiſe my indiſcretion with my 
own hands, rather than make my fault more public, 
by ſubmitting to another executioner : but, if I muſt 
periſh, my fall ſhall be accompanied with the death of 
him whoſe blood will ſatisfy the vengeance which I al- 
ready in ſome meaſure enjoy, when 1 conſider that, 
whereſoever I go, I ſhall have before mine eyes, the 
victim I offered to the moſt diſintereſted juſtice, in 
puniſhing the wretch who hath reduced me to this de- 
ſpair. 
b So ſaying, ſhe aſſaulted Lothario with incredible 
force and agility, manifeſting ſuch eagerneſs to plunge 
the poignard in his breaſt, that he himſelf doubted whe- 
ther her endeavours were feigned or real, and was ac- 
tually obliged to exert his whole ſtrength in defending 
. himfelf from Camilla, who acted this ſtrange impoſture 
ſo much to the life, that, in order to give it the greater 
appearance of truth, ſhe reſolved to colour it with her 
own blood ; for, ſeeing, or feigning that ſhe could not 
touch Lothario, ſhe cried, ©* Tho? fate denies me the 
full ſatisfaction of my juſt deſire, it cannot rob me of 
one part of my revenge. With theſe words, ſtruggling 
to diſengage her dagger-hand, which was held by Lo- 
thario, ſhe at Jaſt ſucceeded, and directing her poignard 
to a part of her body, which ſhe thought ſhe might 
FP ſlightly 


-. 
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_ -lightly wound without danger, ſhe ſheathed it between 
her ſhoulder and left breaſt, and fell upon the floor, ws 
in a ſwoon. Ee x 
Leonela and Lothario were aſtoniſhed and confound- 
ed at this event, and ſtill dubious whether or not Ca- 
milla-was in earneſt, when ae ſaw her ſtretched up- 
on the ground, and. bathed in her own blood, Lotha- 
rio ran, in the utmoſt fright and conſternation, to draw 
forth the dagger; but, perceiving what a ſuperficial 
wound ſhe had made, he recovered of the terror which 
had begun to ſeize him, and could not help admiring 
anew, the uncommon ſagacity, prudence, and diſcre- 
tion of the beautiful Camilla : that he might, therefore, 
proceed in the part he had to act, he began to make 
a long and ſorrowful lamentation over the body, as if 
ſhe had been really dead, imprecating a thouſand cur- 
ſes, not only upon himſelf, but alſo upon him who was 
the ines of this diſaſter: and as he knew that 
Anſelmo was liſtening, ſaid fuch melancholy things, 
that whoſoever had heard him, would have pitied his 
caſe as much as that of Camilla, tho” they had believed 
her actually dead. | 
Leonela lifted her up, and laying her on the bed, ear- 
neſtly intreated Lothario to find ſome perſon who would 
cure her privately ; and begged he would adviſe her, 


woith regard to what ſhe ſhould tell Anſelmo, about her 


lady's wound, in caſe he ſhould return before ſhe was 
cured : he ſaid, The might tell him what ſhe pleaſed, 
for, he was then in no condition to give any profitable 
advice about the matter: he only defired her to fall 
upon ſome method of ſtaunching the blood; and de- 
clared, that for his own part, he would go where man 
ſhould never ſee him. He accordingly departed, with 
the appearance of infinite grief and anxiety, and, when 


„he found himſelf alone, in a private place, croſſed him- 


ſelf with amazement, at the invention of Camilla, and 
the artful behaviour of her maid ; he could eaſily con- 
ceive that Anſelmo was, by this time, thoroughly con- 
vinced of his having a ſecond Portia for his wife ; and 
was impatient to fee him, that they might together 
extol her behaviour, Which, tho* impoſture, had more 
Vor, II. 1 E appearance 
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appearance of truth than any thing of the ſame kind 
that had ever been practiſed, 

Leonela, as ſhe was deſired, ſtopt her lady's blood, of 
which there was juſt enough to give credit to her ar- 
tifice; and waſhing the wound with alittle wine, bound 
it up as well as ſhe could, uttering ſuch ſorrowful ex- 
preſſions all the time, as would have been ſufficient, 
without any previous lamentation, to perſuade Anſelmo 
that his wife was the mirror of chaſtity, Leonela's 
complaints were joined by thoſe of her miſtreſs, who 
taxed herſelf with cowardice and puſillanimity, in hay- 
ing loſt the beſt opportunity ſhe ſhould ever have of 
parting with that life which ſhe abhorred. She conſult- 
ed her maid about diſcloſing the whole affair to her be- 
Joved ſpouſe ; but, this ſcheme Leonela oppoſed, ob- 
ſerving that it would lay her maſter under an obligation 
of taking vengeance on Lothario ; a ſatisfaction he could 
not enjoy, without expoſing himſelf to great danger ; 
and that a virtuous woman, far from ſeeking to in- 
volve her huſband in quarrels, was in duty bound to 
keep him free of all ſuch diſputes, by every method in 
Her power, Camilla ſeemed to approve of her maid's 
prudence, and promiſed. to follow her advice: but ſaid, 
it would be neceſſary, at all events, to invent ſome ex- 
cuſe to Anſelmo, about the wound which he could not 
fail of obſerving, Leonela aſſuring her, that ſhe could 
never tell a he even in jeſt, the miſtreſs replied, 
«« What ſhall I do then, child ? for, I would not at- 
tempt to frame and maintain a falſehood, even tho' my 
life depended upon it: ſince therefore, we know not 
how to extricate ourſelves otherwiſe, we muſt e'en dil.. 
cover the naked truth, rather than run the riſk of being 
detected in a lie.“ Don't give yourſelf any further un- 
eaſineſs, madam, ſaid Leonela, by to-morrow morn- 
ing I ſhall have found ſome expedient : perhaps the 
wound being where it is, may be concealed from his 
view, and heaven youchſafe to favour your upright 
and honourable intention. Compoſe yourſelf, dear 
madam, endeavour to calm the aides of your 
ſpirits that my maſter may not perceive your diſorder 4 
and leave the conſequence to my care, and that of hea- 
wen, which never fails to favour the righteous deſign.” ' 
© Pl | Anſelmo 
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Anſelmo liſtened with the utmoſt attention to this 
tragedy, of the death of his honour, which was re- 
preſented with ſuch exquiſite and ſurpriſing addreſs, 
that the actors ſeemed oP transformed into the very 
characters they feigned : he longed impatiently for 
night, and an opportunity of eſcaping unſeen, that he 
might fly to his worthy friend Lothario, and receive his 
congratulation upon the precious jewel he had found in 
this vindication of his wife's virtue: they took care to 
furniſh him with the occaſion he wanted, and he, 
without letting it ſlip, ran immediately in queſſ of Lo- 
thario: it would be difficult to deſcribe the eagerneſs 
of his embraces, at meeting, or to recount the expreſ- 
ſions he uſed in the overflowings of his ſatisfaction, and 
the extravagant praiſes he beſtowed on Camilla, All 
theſe Lothario heard without being able to manifeſt the 
leaſt ſigns of joy; his reflexion taxed him with the de- 
ceit he had practiſed, and the injury he had done his 
unſuſpecting friend. Anſelmo took notice, that he did 
not ſeem to participate in his pleaſure, but, believed his 
concern proceeded from the thonghts of having been the 
occaſion of Camilla's wound: he therefore, among other 
things, told him to make himſelf eaſy on that ſcore 
for, the hurt muſt certainly have been very light, as 
they had agreed to conceal it from his knowledge; and 
ſince there was no bad conſequence to be apprehended, 
he hoped, for the future, to enjoy, in mirth and good hu- 
mour, the friend{hip of his dear Lothario, by whoſe in- 
duſtry and mediation, he now ſaw himſelf raiſed to the 
moſt ſublime pitch of human felicity : at the ſame time 
he ſignified, that his defire and deſign was to purſue no 
other amuſement than that of compoſing verſes in praiſe 
of Camilla, that ſhould tranſmit to lateſt poſterity the 
remembrance of her worth. _ 
Lothario commended his laudable determination, and 
promiſed to contribute all that lay in his power towards 
the rearing of ſuch an alluſtrious edifice : ſo that An- 
ſelmo being the moſt agreeably deceived of any man. 
that ever lived, led by the hand, to his own Lone 
the very man who, tho' in his opinion, the inſtrument 
of his glory, was the total perdition of his fame, 
Camilla received him with a countenance expreſſing re- 


2 ſentment, 
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Aentment, but, a ſoul brimful of joy; and their fecret 
correſpondence continued uninterrupted - for à few 
months, at the end of which, the wheel of fortune 
having performed a full circle, the intrigue, which had 
been hitherto ſo artfully concealed, was diſcovered, and 
Anſelmo's impertinent Curioſity coſt him his life. 


C H A P. VIII. 
The coneluſion of the Impertinent Curioſity. 


4 LITTLE more of this novel remained to be 
read, when Sancho came running in great confu- 
ion, from the garret where his maſter Don Quixote 
Jay, bawling aloud, “ Come hither, gentlemen ! make 
haſte to the aſſiſtance of my maſter, who is this preci- 
ous minute engaged and grappled in the tougheſt battle 
that ever my eyes beheld ! Egad ! he has given that 
fame giant the enemy of my lady the princeſs of Mi- 
comicona, ſuch a back-ſtroke, as hath ſliced off his 
head, as ſmooth and clean as the ſkin of a turnip.” 
«What do you mean, brother, ſaid the curate, cloſing 
the book ? are you in your right wits, Sancho ? how 
the devil can your maſter be fighting with a giant who 
is two thouſand leagues from hence?“ 
That inſtant, they heard a great noiſe in the apartment, 
and Don Quixote pronounced aloud, “ Stay, villain, 
robber, caitiff, here I have thee, and thy ſcymitar ſhall 
not avail.” Then he began to ſtrike furiouſly at the 
walls; and, Sancho exclaimed, „Don't ſtand here liſ- 
.tening, but, go in and part the fray, or Jend- your aſſiſ- 
tance to my maſter ; tho” I believe that will be needleſs 
by this time; for, the giant is certainly dead, and giv- 
ing an account to God, of his wicked and miſpent life: 
nay, I ſaw, with my own eyes, his b. bod running about 
the floor, and his head cut off, lying on one fide as 
large as a wine-bag.” May I be hanged, cried the inn- 
keeper, at theſe words, if this Don Quixote, or Don 
Devil, has not cut open one of the fkins filled with red 
wine, that ſtood at his bed's head, and the wine that ran 
out is miſtaken by this ſimple fellow for blood!“ | 
So ſaying, he ruſhed into the apartment, with the 
&/hole company at his heels, and found the knight in a 


very 
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very ludicrous ſituation: he appeared in bis ſhirt, which- 
was too ſcanty before, to cover his thighs, and ſtill 
ſhorter behind, by fix inches at leaſt, and diſplayed a 
pair of long lank legs, imbrowned with hair, and not 
extremely clean; his head was covered with a little 
red, greaſy. night cap belonging to the landlord ; round 
his left arm he had wrapped the'blanket of his bed, to 
which Sancho, for good reaſons known to himſelf, bore 
an inveterate grudge z and in his right, he wielded his 
drawn ſword, with which he laid about him at a furious 
rate, talking as if he was actually at blows with the 
giant: but, what was very ſurpriſing, his eyes were 
thut all the time, and he was faſt aſleep, dreaming of 
this encounter; for, his imagination was ſo much en- 
groſſed by the adventure he had undertaken to atchieve, 
as to make him dream that he was already arrived in the 
kingdom of Micomicon, and engaged in fingle combat 
with his gigantic adverſary, inſtead of whom, he hacked: 
the wine-bags ſo furiouſly, that the whole room was a+ 
float with their contents. 

The innkeeper no ſooner perceived this havock, than 
incenſed to the laſt degree, he aſſaulted Don Quixote 
with his clenched fiſts, and began. to pummel him ſo 
ſeverely, that if the curate and Cardenio had: not inter- 
poſed, he would ſcon have put an end to the adven- 
ture of the giant: yet, for all that, the poor knight did 
not awake, until the barber, fetching a kettle of 
cold water from the well, ſouſed him all over; even 
then, tho? ſleep forſook him, he did not recollec the 
ſituation he was in; and Dorothea ſeeing him, ſo. ſlight 
and airily equipt, did not chooſe to be a ſpeCtator of the 
combat between her adverſary and protector. Mean 
while, Sancho went about the room; prying into every 
corner, and ſearching for the giant's head, which, when 
he could not find, *I knew, ſaid he, that every thing 
goes by enchantmentin this houſe : the laſt time I was 
in this very ſpot, I received a great many thwacks and 
thumps, without ſeeing a ſoul, or. being able to gueſs 
from whence they came; and now this head is vaniſhed, 
"tho'I taw it cut off with mine own eyes, and the blood 

ſpout out of the body, like water from a fountain.” 


E 3 „What 
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* What do'ſt thou talk of blood and fountains, thow 

enemy of God and his faints, cried the innkeeper f don't 
you ſee, raſcal, that there is no blood or fountain, but, 
the ſkins that are pierced, and the red wine that ſwims 


about the room? I hope the ſoul of him who pierced 


them, will ſwim in hell!“ „1 know nothing of the 
matter, replied Sancho; but that, on account of my not 


finding the head, I ſhall ſee my earldom diſſolve like 


in water.“ 


Thus the ſquire, tho awake, was more extravagant 
than Don Quixote in his dream: ſuch an impreſſion 
had his maſter's promiſes made upon his imagination. 


The phlegmatic temper of the ſquire, together with 


the miſchievous diſpoſition of the knight, well nigh 
diſtracted the landlord, who ſwore that they ſhould 
not now, as formerly, go away without paying; and 
that all the privilege of their errantry ſhould not ex- 
empt them, or either of them, from paying to the laſt 
farthing forthe damage they haddone, -even to the bits. 


of leather for botching the wine-ſkins that were cut. 
The curate, by this time, had got hold of the hands of 
Don Quixote, who, believing he had now finiſhed the 


adventure, and was, in prefence of the princeſs Mico- 
micona, fell upon his knees, before the prieſt, ſaying, 
« Renowned princeſs, your highneſs may heneeforth 
live ſecure of what that miſbegotten wretch can do; 
and I, from this day forward, am acquitted of my pro- 
miſe, which is now, by the afhiſtance of heaven above, 


and the favour of her for whom TI live and breathe, hap- 
pily and fully performed.“ © Did not I tell you ſo? 
'cried Sancho, hearing theſe words, You ſee I am not 
drunk, and may take notice that my maſter hath put 
the giant in pickle 
come round, and the earldom fit me to a hair.” 


—the holidays will certainly 


Who could refrain from laughing at the follies of the 
maſter and man ? they occaſioned abundance of mirth 
to every one preſent, except the landlord, who curſed 
himſelf to the devil. At length the barber, curate and 
Cardenio, with no ſmall difficulty, put the knight to 


bed again, where he fell aſleep in an inſtant, like one 
"who had been exceſſively fatigued: they left him to his 
"repoſe, and went out to conſole Sancho for his diſap- 


pointment 
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pointment in loſing the giant's head; but, they found 
it a harder taſk to pacify the innkeeper, who was driven 
almoſt to deſpair, by the ſudden death of his wine-bags: 
beſides, the landlady began to cry, in a whimpering 
tone, © In an unlucky minute and evil hour did this 
knight-errant enter my doors ; for, I am ſure, I never 
beheld him, without paying dearly for the ſight! The 
laſt time he was here, he refuſed to defray a whole 
night's expence of ſupper, lodging, ſtraw and barley, 
for himſelf and his ſquire, his horſe and his aſs; ſaying. 
that he was a knight-errant, forſooth 3 (God ſend him 
and all other knights-errant upon errands that will tend 
to their ſorrow !) and therefore, was not obliged to pay 
for any thing, becauſe it was not ordained in the re- 
gilters of chivalry : then, this gentleman coming after” 
him t'other day, borrowed my tail, and tho' I have got 
it again, it is a good penny the worſe for the wearing, 
the hair being plucked off in ſuch a manner as makes it 
unfit for my huſband's purpoſe z- and to finiſh and con- 
clude the whole, my bags are broke, and my wine fpilt : 
(would F could ſee his Fieart's blood in the ſame condi- 
tion I) but, he muſt not think to get off ſo eaſily, for by 
the bones of my father, and my mother's ſoul ! they 
Mall pay for every thing upon the nail; or, may I ne- 
ver be called by my own name again, or believed to be 
my father's own child!“ 3 
Theſe, and other expreſſions of the ſame kind, were 
uttered, with great bitterneſs, by the landlady; and 
her faithful ſervant Maritornes joined in the exclama- 
tion, while the daughter held her peace, and from 
time to time, ſmiled at their indignation, which at laſt 
was appeafed by the curate, who promiſed to give them 
ſatisfaction, to the beſt of his power, for the loſs they 
trad ſuſtained in bags'and wine, and, in patticular, for 
the damage done to the tail, which they valued fo 
highly: and Dorothea comforted Sancho, by An 
him, that as ſoon as ever it ſhould appear that his maſ- 
ter had actually cut off the giant's head, and ſhe ſhould 
find herſelf in quiet poſſeſſion of her kingdom; ſhe would 
beſtow upon him the beſt earldom in her gift. The 
ſquire was conſoled by this promiſe, and aſſured the 
princeſs, that he was certain he had ſeen the giant's 
| E 4 head, 
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head, by the ſame token, that he had a huge beard that 
flowed dawn to his middle; and that the whole was 
now vaniſhed, becauſe every thing in that houſe, was 
performed by enchantment, as he had found by woeful 
experience, the laft time he had lodged in that apart- 
ment. Dorothea ſaid the was of the ſame opinion, de- 
firing he would give himſelf no uneaſinefs, for, every 
thing would be for the beſt, and ſucceed to his heart's 
content. The quiet of the houſe being thus re-eſtabliſh, 
ed, the curate wanted to read the remaining part of 
the novel, which, he perceived, already drew near a 
cloſe; and Cardenio, Hoang and the reſt, intreat- 
ing him to finiſh the ſtory, he, with a view of pleaſing 
them as well as bimſelf, proceeded in theſe words : 

« Anſelmo being now ſatisfied of his wife's virtue, 
enjoyed himſelt without the leaſt diſturbance or care; 
while Camilla in order to diſguiſe her real ſentiments, 
affected always to frown upon Lothario, who, as a 
further ſanCtion to this ſtratagem, defired Anſelmo to 
excuſe him from coming to his houſe, ſince it was plain 
that Camilla was diſguſted at his preſence; but, the in- 
fatuated Anſelmo would by no means comply with this 
requeſt ; ſo that this unhappy huſband was, in a thou- 
ſand; ſhapes, the author of his own diſhonour, while, 
in his own opinion, he was laying up a ſtore of happi- 
neſs and reputation.” | 

About this time, Leonela's defire of gratifying her 
own looſe wiſhes, carried her to ſuch a pitch of impru- 


dence, that ſhe gave her wantonneſs the rein, without 


the leaſt caution ; conſcious that her miſtreſs would 
conceal her conduct, and even adviſe her how to carry 
on the intrigue with the leaſt danger of being detected. 
At length, however, Anſelmo, one night, heard ſome- 
body walking in her apartment, and endeavouring to 
get in and ſee who it was, found the door ſhut againſt 
him. This circumſtance increaſing his deſire, he made 
a violent effort, and the door flew open; upon which 
he entered, and ſeeing a man leap out of the window, 
into the ſtreet, ran haſtily to lay hold or get ſight of 
him; but, he was diſappointed in both, by Leonela, 
who hanging upon her maſter, cried, ** Hold, dear fir, 
be not ſurprized, nor ſeek to purſue the perſon who 

18 
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is fled; he was here on my account, and is as good as 
my wedded huſband,” | 

Anſelmo would give no credit to her words, but, 
blinded with paſſion, drew his poignard to ſtab Leonela, 
whom he commanded to reveal the truth, on pain of 
immediate death; She, terrified by his threats, anſwer. 
ed, without knowing what ſhe ſaid, “Spare my life, 
good Sir, and I will diſcloſe things of greater impor- 
tance than you imagine.“ “Speak then, cried Anſelmo, 


or thou ſhalt inſtantly die.“ “At preſent, replied Leo- 


nela, I am in ſuch perturbation, that I cannot poſſibly 
make a diſtinct confeſſion —delay- your Vengeance 
till to-morrow morning, and then you thall hear ſome- 
thing that will ſtrike you with alloniſhment; mean 
while, be aſſured, that he who leapt out of the win- 


dow, is a young man of this city, who has given me a 


promiſe of marriage. 
Anſelmy being tomewhat pacified by this declaration, 
reſolved to grant the reſpite ſhe demanded ; tho' he ne- 


ver dream'd of hearing any thing to the prejudice of Ca- 


milla, of whoſe virtue he was ſatisfied and ſecure: he, 
therefore, quitted the room in - which, however, he 
locked up Leonela, telling her, ſhe muſt continue at 
that place, until ſhe ſhould have made this promiſed 


diſcovery: then going to Camilla, informed her of every 


thing that had paſſed, together with the promiſe her 
maid had made of diſcovering things of great impor- 
tance. It is almoſt needleſs to ſay that Camilla was diſ- 
turbed at this information; the terror that took poſſeſſi- 
on was ſuch, that believing, with good reaſon too, - Le- 
onela would actually diſcloſe to Anſelmo, every circum- 
{tance of her infidelity, ſhe had not reſolution enough 
to wait the iſſue of her ſuſpicion ; but, that very night, 
while her huſband was aſleep, collected the beſt of her 
Jewels, with ſome money, and getting out at the houſe, 
without being perceived, fled to Lothario, and recounts 


ed what had happened; at the ſame time, beſeeching him 


to put her in a place of ſafety, or accompany her to 
ſome retreat, where they ſhould be ſecure from the 
ſearch of Anſelmo. ; 


Zach was the confuſion of Lothario, at the news of 


this unexpected event, that he could not anſwer one 


ſyllable, 


' 
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ſyllable, nor for ſome time, reſolve upon what was to 
be done. At length, he propoſed to carry Camilla to 
a monaſtery, the abbeſs of which was his firſt couſin ; 
aud his miſtreſs conſenting to the propoſal, he eonduct- 
ed her thither, with all the diſpatch which the nature 
of the caſe required,” and leaving her to the care of his 
relation, quitted the city that very night, without im- 
parting the cauſe of his abſence to any living ſoul, 
Next morning, ſoon as it was day, Anſelmo, with- 
out perceiving that Camilla was gone, ſo eagerly did 
he long to hear this confeſſion of her maid, aroſe and 


went directly to the room in which he had confined 


her; but, he no ſooner opened the door, and entered 
the apartment, than he perceived the ſheets of the bed 


tied together, hanging out at the window; a manifeſt 


proof that Leonela had lowered herſelf down into the 
ſtreet, by means of that contrivance: he then returned, 
with a good deal of chagrin, to communicate his diſap- 
pointment to Camilla, whom, when he could not find, 
he was ſeized with the utmoſt conſternation, eſpecially 


as none of the ſervants could give the leaſt account of 


her departure, but, chancing, in the courſe of his enqui- 
ry, to find the coffers open, and the beſt part of her jew- 
els carried off, he began to comprehend his diſgrace ; and 
concluded, that Leonela was not the cauſe of his miſ- 
fortune. 


Difpirited with this reflexion, he did not ſtay to dreſs, 


but went, in a moſt diſconſolate ſituation, to give an 
account of his miſhap, to his friend Lothario; and, 
when he underſtood from his ſervants, that their maſtery 
had gone out in the night, and carried all his ready 
money along with him, he had well nigh loſt his ſen- 
ſes. To crown his miſery, he returned to his own houſe, 
which was deſerted by all his ſervants, and found him- 
ſelf the moſt ſolitary being in nature : he: knew not 
what to think, ſay or do, and his judgment began to 
be impaired ; for, upon recollection, he perceived that 


he was in an inſtant, deprived of wife, friend and fer- 


vants, renounced by heaven, and, what he felt more 
deeply than any other part of his diſaſter, deſtitute of 
honour, by the miſconduct of Camilla, from which he 


dated his utter deſtruction. At length, after a long in- 
| ternal ſtruggle, he reſolved to go to the country houſe 


of 
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of his friend, where he had been, when he furniſhed 
the opportunity of planning his own ruin. Accordingly, 
having locked his door, he mounted his horſe, and al- 
molt fainting under the burthen of his woes, ſet out for 
that place: but, ſcarce had he travelled one half of the 
way, when barafſed by his ſhocking reflexions, he was 
obliged to alight and tie his horſe to a tree, at the root 


of Which, he threw himſelf down, giving vent to the 
moſt lamentable ſighs that ever were heaved : there he 
remained till the twilight, about which time, perceiving. 


a man coming on horleback from the city, after ſaluta- 
tion, he aſked what news were ſtirring at Florence ? 
„The ſtrangeſt, replied the citizen, that have 
been heard theſe many davs : it is publicly reported, 

that Lothario, the intimate friend of Anſelmo the rich, 

who lived at St. Johns, hath this laſt night, carried off 
the wiſe of his friend, who is alſo miſhng. This diſco- 


— — 


very was made to the governor by Camilla's maid, who 


was detected in letting herſelf down by a ſheet, from 
one of the windows of Anſelmo's houſe : in ſhort, I do 
not know the particulars exactly ; but the whole city 
is aſtoniſhed at this event, which they could never have 
expected from the intimacy of the two gentlemen, who 


were fo ſtrictly united in the bands of amity, as to ac 
quite the title of the two friends.“ “Do you know 


what road Lothario and Camilla have taken,” ſaid An- 
ſelmo ? That is not yet diſcovered, replied the tra- 


veller; tho' the governor hath uſed great diligence in | 
the inquiry.” Anſelmo wiſhed him a goo even; and 
the citizen having returned-the compliment, proceeded : 


on his journey 
This unhappy news reduced this ill fated huſband 


to the verge of death as well as diſtraction: he mounted, 


however, as well as he could, and arrived at the houſe 
of his friend, who had not as yet heard of his misfor- 


tune; but, j eing him ſo exhauſted, ghaſtly and pale, 


imagined he had met with ſome grievous diſaſter. An- 
ſelmo begged to be put to bed immediately, and furnith- 
ed with pen, ink and paper : thus provided, he was left 
alone, and the chamber lock'd, at his own deſire : then, 
the remembrance of his misfortfine began to be ſo hea» 
vy 185 his ſoul, that he plainly perceived bis end ap- 


proaching, 
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proaching, and being deſirous of declaring the cauſe of 
his ſtrange and ſudden death, he took up the pen ; but, 
before he could execute his deſign, his breath failed 
him, and he expired, a victim to that ſorrow which was 
occafioned by his own impertinent curioſity. His friend 
finding it grow late, and that Anſelmo had not called, 
went into his chamber, to enquire about his health : 
there he found him lying upon his face, one half of his 
body in bed, and the other on the table, with a pen in 
his hand, and a written paper lying open before him. 
'The gentleman, having ſpoke to him, without re- 
ceiving an anſwer, took him by the hand, and feeling 
bim cold and ſtiff, concluded he was dead. Surptized 
and concerned to the laſt degree, he called up his fami- 
ly to be witneſſes of this melancholy event, and know- 
ing the paper to be Anſelmo's own hand-writing, read 
the contents, in theſe words: “I am deprived of life 
by my own impertinent curioſty: if the news of my 
death reach Camilla's ears, let her know that I forgive 
her infidelity ; for, ſhe was not bound to perform mira» 


cles, nor I under = neceſſity of expecting them at her 


hands: ſince therefore, I have been the contriver of 
my own diſhonour, there is no reaſon that —“ So 
far he had written, but life had forſaken him, before 
he could finiſh the ſentence. Next day, his friend ſent 
an account of his death to his parents, who were alrea- 
dy informed of his miſchance, as alſo of the convent to 
which Camilla had retreated; and where ſhe now Ia 

at the point of accompanying her ſpouſe in his laſt, in- 
diſpenſible journey; not fo much on account of Anſel- 
mo's death, as in conſequence of the informatiqn ſhe 
received concerning her abſent lover: it was ſaid, that 
tho? ſhe was now a widow, ſhe would neither quit the 
convent, nor take the veil : but, in a little time, the 
news arrived of Lothario's being killed in a battle which 


was fought between the renowned captain Gongalo 


Fernandez de Cordova, and monſieur de Lautrec, in 
the kingdom of Naples, whither this too late repenting 
friend had made his retreat. This event was no ſooner 
known, than Camilla profeſſed herſelf nun, and, in a 
few days, yielded up her life a prey to grief and melan- 
choly. Such was the untimely end to which they 15 
5 a 
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all brought, from a beginning of whim and indiſcre- 
tion |! | 

This novel, ſaid the curate, is not amiſs ; but, I can- 
not think the ſtory is true, and if it be feigned, the au- 
thor has erred in point of invention; for, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed, that any huſband would be ſo mad as to try 
this dangerous experiment of Anfelmo : had it been re- 
lated of a gallant and. his miſtreſs, it might have paſſed ; 
but, with regard to a huſband and his wife, it is alto- 


gether improbable : however, the manner of nrrating 
ic is not difagreeable. 


RAF. . 


An account of other ſtrange adventures that happened 
at the inn. 


T that inſtant, the landlord ſtanding at the inn- 
door, exclaimed, © There's a noble company: 
odd ! if they halt here, we ſhall ſing for joy.” „ What 
company,” ſaid Cardenio? “ Four men, replied the inn- 
keeper, who ride with ſhort ſtirrups, each of them e- 
quipped with lance, target and maſk; with a lady on 
a ſide-ſaddle, dreſſed in white and veiled, and two at- 
tendants on foot.“ When the prieſt aſked if they were 
near, he anſwered, “ So near, that they are already at 
the gate.“ 
Dorothea hearing this information, put on her veil, 
and Cardenio withdrew into Don Quixote's apartment. 
Immediately the whoie company, announced by the 
landlord, entered the inn yard, and the four horſemen, 
who were perſons of genteel mien and carriage, inſtant- 
ly alighting, went to help the lady from es horſe 
when one of them, taking her in his arms, placed her 
in a chair that ſtood by the door of the room, in which 
Cardenio had concealed himſelf. All this time, neither 
ſhe nor they took off their maſks, nor uttered one ſylla- 
ble; but, when ſhe was ſeated, ſhe heaved a profound 
figh, and let her arms fall down on each ſide, like a 
perſon fainting with weakneſs, While the footmen led 
the horſes into the ſtable, the curate, being curious to 
know who thoſe perſons were, ſo remarkable we” _ 
ence 
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flence and dreſs, went up and put the queſtion to one 
of the lacquies, who anſwered, ** Truly, fignor, we 
are as ignorant in that particular as you are; tho” they 
ſeem to be people of condition, eſpecially he who took» 
the lady in his arms, . becauſe all the reſt behave to him 
with great reſpect, following his directions in every: 
thing, with the utmoſt punctuality.“ „“ And, pray who 
may the lady be, ſaid the prieſt ??? “ We know as. 
little of her as of the men, replied the lacquey; for, 
during the journey, I have never onee beheld her face; 
I have often heard her ſigh bitterly, and utter piercing. 
groans, in every one of which, ſhe ſeemed to yield her 
very ſoul : but, it is not to he wondered at, that we 
thould know ſo little of their affairs; my companion and 
I: having attended them two days only: for, meeting 
us on the road, they intreated and perſuaded us to ac- 
company them. as far as Andaluſia, - promiſing to pay 
us handſo;+-ly. for our trouble.” «© Have you never 
heard one of them named,” reſumed the curate ? “ Ne- 
ver once, . anſwered the young man; they travel with 
ſurpriſing ſilence; nothing is heard but the ſobs and 
lighs of the poor lady, which move us to compaſſion : 
we firmly believe, that ſhe is forced upon this journey; 
and gather from her dreſs, that ſhe is a nun, or which 
is more probable, going to take the veil, and finding 
herſelf very little inclined to that way of life, is melan- 
choly at the proſpeRt.” g | 
The curate ſaid nothing was more probable, and 
leaving the lacquey, returned to Dorothea, who, by 
this time, out of natural ſympathy with the affliction of 
the maſked lady, had approached and accoſted her in 
theſe words:“ What is the matter with you, dear 
madam ? If you labour under any indiſpoſition which 
the practice, and experience of women can relieve, my 
aſſiſtance is heartily at your ſervice,” 'To this kind offer 
no reply was made by the ſorrowful lady, who, not- 
withſtanding the other's repeated intreaties, would not 
open her mouth; until the perſon, who, by the lac- 
quey's information, was chief of the company, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Dorothea, ſaid, © Do not fatigue your- 
ſelf, madam, in making proffers of ſervice to that wo- 
1 > man, 
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man, who cannot be grateful for any favour ſhe receives; 
nor importune her for any reply, unleſs you defire to 
hear ſome falſchoods proceed from her lips.” * My 
lips, ſaid the hitherto ſilent lady, were never profaned 
with falſehood; on the contrary, my preſent misfortune 
is owing to my fincerity and my abhorrence of hes. Of 
this aſſertion, you yourſelf are too ſenſible ; ſince your 
own perfidy and falſehood are the effects of my con- 
ſtancy and truth.” N 

Theſe words were diſtinctly overheard by Cardenio, 
who was only ſeparated from them by the door of Don 
Quixote's chamber; and they no ſooner reached his ears, 
than he cried aloud, Good heaven ! what do I hear! 
What voice is that which ſtruck my ſenſe !'” The lady 
being exceedingly ſurprized at that exclamation, turned 
about her head, and not ſeeing the perſon that pronoun- 
ced it, ſtarted up and ran towards the apartment from 
whente it ſeemed to come; but, was prevented by her 
conductor, who would not ſuffer her to move one ſtep 
farther, In the diſorder occaſioned by her ſtruggle, her 
maſk dropped off, and diſcovered a countenance of in- 
comparable and amazing beauty, even tho' diſguiſed 
with paleneſs and horror; for, her eyes rolled about 
to every corner which her ſight could reach, with ſuch _ 
eagnerneſs and wildneſs, that ſhe looked like a woman 
poſſeſſed. = 

Dorothea, and all preſent, were infinitely con- 
cerned at theſe ſyniptoms, the meaning of which they 
could not underſtand : mean while, the cavalier was. ſo 
duſied in holding her faſt by the ſhoulders, that he could 
not attend to his maſk, which alſo fell to the ground: 
and Dorothea lifting up her eyes towards him, as he 
held the lady in his arms, perceived that this cavalier 
was no other than her own huſband, Don Fernando. 
No ſooner did ſhe recognize his features, than fetching 
a long and melancholy ſigh from the very bottom of her 
ſoul, ſhe fell backward in a ſwoon, and if the barber 
had not been at hand to ſupport her, would have cer- 
tainly come to the ground: the curate ran inſtantly ta 
take off her veil, that he might ſprinkle water on her 
face, which was immediately known by Don Fernando, 


who held the other lady in his arms, and was thunder. 


{truck 
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ſtruck at the fight : he would not, however, quit Lu- 
cinda, who ſtruggled to get looſe; ſhe and Cardenio 
having by this time, recognized each other by their mu- 


. tual exclamations-: he had alſo overheard the groan ut- 


tered by Dorothea, when ſhe fainted, and believing that 
it proceeded from Lucinda, ruſhed out of his apart- 
ment in a fright, when the firſt object he beheld was 
Don Fernando claſping her in his arms. This noble- 
man knew him immediately, and al! three, namely, Lu- 
cinda, Cardenio, and Dorothea, were ſtruck dumb with 
aſtoniſhment, and ſeemed inſenſible of what had hap- 
pened; gazing in ſilence, at one another. 

Dorothea directed her eager view to Don Fernando, 
who ſtared at Cardenio, whoſe eyes were fixed upon 
Lucinda, who looked wiſhfully at him; but, the firſt 
that broke filence, was this laſt, who addreſſed herſelf 
in theſe words to Don Fernando: Suffer me, ſignor, 
in regard to your own character, ſince you are deaf to 
every other conſideration, to cleave to that wall of which 
I am the ivy, to avail myſelf of that prop from which 
you could not diſengage me; with all your importuni- 
ties, promiſes and threats. Behold how heaven, by un- 
aſual and my ſterious means, hath brought me to my true 
and lawful huſband: and fince you know, by dear- 
bought experience, that nothing but death can expel his 
image from my breaſt, let this plain demonſtration, ſince 
all other attempts are vain, convert your love into rage, 


| uu friendſhip into hate, and inſtantly deprive me of 
if 


e, which I ſhall yield with pleaſure, in the preſence 
of my legal lord, who will then, perhaps, be convinced 
of the fidelity I preſerved to the laſt moment of my ex- 
iſtence.” | 

In the mean time Dorothea, being recovered from 
her ſwoon, had liſtened to Lucinda's declaration, by 
which ſhe diſcovered her ſituation and name: but, per- 
ceiving that Don Fernando neither quitted his hold, nor 
anſwered one word to her ſolicitation, ſhe. exerted her 


whole ſtrength in falling down on her knees before him, 


and having ſhed a large quantity of tears from her beau- 
tiful eyes, accoſted him in theſe. words: My dear 
lord ! if your eyes were not dazzled and obſcured by 
the rays of that ſun which you hold eclipſed within your 


arms, 
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arms, you would perceive that ſhe who thus kneels be- 
fore you, is the unhappy (ſo long as you are pleaſed 
the ſhould be ſo) and forlorn Dorothea] am that 
humble country-maiden whom your generoſity. or paſſi- 
on vouchſafed to raiſe to the honour of calling you her 
own. I am ſhe who, confined within the 3 of 
modeſty, lived a contented. life, until moved by your 
importunities, and ſeemingly upright addreſſes, ſhe 
opened the gates of her reſerve, and ſurrendered to you 
the keys of her freedom. An offering but ill requited, 
as plainly appears by that hard fate, in conſequence. of 
which, I am found in this place, and alſo find you in 
your preſent ſituation. Nevertheleſs, I would not have 
you imagine that I came hither, induced by any diſho- 
nourable motives ;; but, that the ſorrow conceived at 
ſeeing myſelf forſaken and forgotten by you, was the 
ſole cauſe of my retreat. Youdefired I ſhould be your 
own, and that defire you accompliſhed ſo effectually, 
that altho* your inclinations may be changed, it is im- 
poſſible you ſhould ceaſe to be mine. Conſider, my lord, 
that my unparalleled affection may counterbalance the 
beauty and birth of her, for whom I am abandoned : 
you cannot be the fair Lucinda's huſband, becauſe you 
are already mine, nor ſhe become your wife, while ſhe 
' appertains to Cardenio; and-it will be a much eaſier 
taſk, if you reflect upon it, impartially, to recall your 
love for her who adores you, than to gain the aFe&ion 
of one by whom you are abhorred. You ſolicited my 
unſuſpecting heart, you importuned my integrity, you 
were not ignorant of my lowly ſtation, and know in 
what manner I yielded to your will; ſo that you have 
no ſubterfuge, nor the leaſt room to ſay you were de- 
ceived. If this be the caſe, as doubtleſs it is, and you 
be a chriſtian as well as a gentleman, why do you, by 
ſuch evaſions, delay to make the end as happy as the 
beginning of my fortune? If you will not receive me 
as what | really am, your lawful wife, at leaſt, admit 
me into the number of your ſlaves; for, in whatever 
ſhape I belong to you, I ſhall account myſelf fortunate 
and bleſſed : do not, therefore, by renouncing me in- 
tirely, give ſcandal an opportunity of ren my 
— — | | ONOUTr, 
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honour. Make not my parents miſerable in their old 
age; their faithful ſervices to your father, merit a 
more kind return : if you think your blood will be de- 
baſed, in mixing with mine, conſider, that almoſt all 
the great families on earth have undergone the ſame in- 
tercourſe, and that the woman's quality in no manner 
affects illuſtrious deſcents : beſides, true nobility con- 
_ fiſts in virtue, and in that I ſhall have the advantage over 
you, if you deny and oppoſe the juſtice of my claim. 
n fine, the laſt argument J ſhall uſe is this, whether 
you are pleaſed or diſpleaſed with your deſtiny, I am 
your lawful wife: witneſs your own words, which nei- 
ther are, nor ought to be falſe, if you value yourſelf 
on that, for which you undervalue me: witneſs your 
hand-writing, and heaven above, to the teſtimony of 
which you appealed, for the performance of your pro- 
miſe: and if all theſe ſhould fail, your conſcience will 
never ceaſe whiſpering to you, amidſt your pleafures, 
in vindication of this truth, which will diſturb your 
moſt exalted enjoyments.“ 

This ſupplication, enforced with other arguments, 
was pronounced ſo feelingly by the afftifted and weep- 
ing Dorothea, that tears of ſympathy were ſhed by ail 
preſent, the companions of Don Fernando not except - 
ed; he himſelf liſtened without anſwering one word, 
until the had made an end of her addreſs, and began to 
utter ſuch woeful ſighs and groans, as were almoſt ſuf- 
ficient to melt an heart of braſs. Lucinda ſtood gazing 
upon her with equal compaſſion. for her ſorrow, and ad- 
miration of her beauty and good ſenſe; nay, ſhe would 

have gone and offered her all the conſolation in her 
power, bad ſhe not ſtill been kept faſt locked in the 
arms of Don Fernando, who, full of confuſion and ſur- 
Prize, after having for a good while fixed his eyes upon 
10 bes, with great attention, opened his arms, and 
leaving Lucinda at liberty, ſaid,“ Lou have conquer- 
ed, beauteous Dorothea——- The victory is yours; for, 

many truths: conjoined are ſurely irreſiſtible.“ 
Lucinda was fo faint and weak, that when Don Fer- 
nando quitted her, ſhe would have fallen to the ground, 
had it not been for Cardenio, who had placed himſelf 
behind her raviſher, that he might. not be known: but 
now, 


Chap. 9. DON QUIXOTE pt ta MancHa. 125 
now, laying afide all fear, and reſolving to adventure 
every thing, he ſprung to the aſſiſtance of Lucinda, 
and catching her in his. arms, If, ſaid he, it be the 
will and-pleaſure of pitying heaven, that you ſhould 
find repoſe, my faithful, conftant and charming Lucin- 
da! I think you can enjoy it no where ſo ſecurely, as 
in thefe arms, which now receive, and formerly en- 
circled you, when fortune was pleaſed that I ſhould 
call you mine.“ | 

At theſe words, ſhe gazed upon him with great ea- 
gerneſs; ſhe had before begun to recognize his voice, 
and now, recollect ing his features, like a perſon depriv- 
ed of judgment, who diſregards all decency and form, 
ſhe threw her arms about his neck, and joining her lips 
to his, “ Yes, my dear Cardenio, ſaid ſhe, you are the 
real lord of this your ſlave, in ſpite of adverſe fate, and 
all thoſe threats, tho? greater than they are, that perſe- 
cute my life, which now depends on yours alone.” 

An unexpected. fight was this, to Don Fernando, and 
all the by-ſtanders, who were not a little ſurprized at 
what they ſaw. While Dorothea obſerving her huſband 
change colour, and ſignify an inclination of being re- 
venged upon Cardenio, by laying his hand upon his 
ſword, ran, with incredible agility, and claſping his 
knees, which ſhe kiſſed, held him ſo firmly embraced 
that he could not move, ſaying, while the tears inceſ- 
ſantly trickled from her eyes, What means my only: 
refuge, to do on this unexpected occaſion? Your own 
wife is now kneeling before you, and ſhe whom you 
deſire to wed is in the arms of her lawful huſband; 
conſider whether it be juſt, or poſſible for you to undo 
that Which heaven hath done; why ſhould you ſeek to 
unite yourſelf with one who, diſdaining all oppoſition 
and inconvenience, and confirmed in her own conſtancy 
and truth, even before your eyes, lets fall from hers, a 
mower of tenderneſs into the boſom of her lawful- 
ſpouſe ? for the ſake of God and of yourſelf, I intreat 
and beſeech you not only to check your indignation, 
but alſo to ſuppreſs it intirely, ſo that theſe two lovers 

may, without any impediment from you, enjoy each 
other as long as heaven will permit them to live. In 
this ſelf-denial you will manifeſt the. generoſity of your 
noble 
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noble and illa{trious ſoul, and convince the world that 
you are governed more-by reaſon than by appetite.” 
While Dorothea pronounced theſe words, Cardenio, 
though he held Lucinda in his arms, kept his eyes ſtilt 
fixed upon Don Fernando, with full reſolntion, if he 
attempted any thing to his prejudice, to defend himſelf 
as well as he could, againſt his adverſary and all his 
adherents, although it ſhould coſt him his life. But, 
this young nobleman's friends, together with the curate 
and barber, not forgetting honeft Sancho Panza, who 
were preſent at the whole affair, interpoſed, and ma- 
king a circle about him, begged earneſtly, that he would 
. be. pleaſed to conſider the tears of Dorothea, and if 
what ſhe alledged was true, as they firmly believed it 
was, no longer ſuffer her to be defrauded of her juſt 
and. reaſonable hope. They defired him to obſerve, 
that in all. appearance, it was not by accident, but 
the immediate direction of providence, that. they had 
all met together, ſo unexpectedly in this place : and. the 
curate entreated: him to reflect, that death alone could 
divide Lucinda from Cardenio ; that though they might 
be parted by the edge of the ſword, they would look 
upon death as the greateſt hleſſing that could befall 
them; and that, in a caſe of this kind, which admitted 
of no other remedy, it would be his wiſeſt courſe, to 
conſtrain and conquer his own paſhon, and demonſtrate 
the generoſity of his heart, by permitting, of his own 
free-will, theſe two lovers to enjoy that ſtate of happi- 
neſs which heaven had ordained for their lot: that 
he ſhould contemplate Dorothea's beauty, which far 
from being excelled, was equalled in few or none; and 
to her beauty, add the conſideration. of her humility 
and exceſhve love; above all, take notice, that if he 
- valued himſelf upon being a gentleman and a chriſtian, 
he could do no leſs than perform the promiſe he had 
given, and in ſo doing, act in conformity to the will of 
God, and ſatisfy the diſcreet part of mankind, who 
- are very ſenſible, that it is the prerogative of beauty, 
even in a loweitate, when accompanied with virtue, to 
be lifted up to the higheſt cank, without any diſparage- 
ment to the perſon who thus raiſes it to an equality 
| | with 
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with himſelf; and ſince the irreſiſtible force of incli- 
nation mult prevail, provided there be nothing crimi- 
nal in the means, he is not to be blamed who acts ac- 
cording to its dictates.“ 

To theſe arguments were added ſo many of the ſame 
ſort, that the valiant heart of Don Fernando, nouriſhed 
by illuſtrious blood, relented, and he was overcome b 
the force of that truth, which however inclined, -he 
could not deny. The ſignal of his furrender, and yield- 
ing to this reaſonable and juſt propoſal, was his ſtoop- 
ing down and embracing Dorothea, to whom he laid, 
„ Riſe, madam ; it is not juſt, that ſhe who reigns in 
my ſou], ſhould lie proſtrate at my feet. If hitherto, 
I have given ſmall proof of what I now profeſs, per- 
haps, my omiſhon hath been owing to the appointment 
of heaven, that by giving you an opportunity of ma- 
nifeſting the ſincerity of your love, I might know how 
to eſteem you according to your deſerts. I beg, there- 
fore, you will not upbraid me with my miſconduct and 
unkind neglect ; ſince the ſame force and occafion that 
attached me to you, was the cauſe of my endeavour 
to diſengage myſelf, That you may be convinced of 
the rect, behold and contemplate the eyes of the now 
contented Lucinda, in which you will find an excuſe 
for all my errors: and, fince ſhe hath found and attain- 
ed her heart's deſire, and my utmoſt wiſh is fulfilled in 
thus retrieving you, may ſhe livein peace and quiet, for 
many happy years, with her Cardenio, and may heaven 
grant the ſame felicity to me with Dorothea.” 

So ſaying, he embraced her again, preſſing his lips to 
hers with ſuch tenderneſs, that it required his greateſt 
efforts to forbear giving, with his tears, indubitable 
ſigns of his affection and remorſe, But, thoſe endea- _ 
vours did not ſucceed with Lucinda, Cardenio, and 
every other perſon preſent, who began to weep ſo plen- 
tifully, either at their own happineſs, or the ſatisfacti- 
an of their friends, that one would have thought ſome 
grievous misfortune had happened to the whole com- 
pany. Even Sancho blubbered, though he afterwards 
owned, that his ſorrow proceeded from ſeeing that Do- 
rothea was not, as he imagined, the queen of Micomi- 
cona, from whom he expected ſuch favours. 


This 
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This univerſal admiration and thaw having laſted 
ſome time, Cardenio and Lucinda fell upon their knees 
before Pon Fernando, whom they thanked for his ge- 
neroſity in ſuch polite terms, that he ſcarce knew what 
anſwer to make, but, raifed and embraced them both, 
with demonſtrations of uncommon courteſy and affec- 
tion. Then aſking Dorothea, how ſhe had come to 
that place ſo diſtant from her own home, ſhe, with 
great elegance and brevity, repeated what ſhe had before 
recounted to Cardenio : and her huſband and his com- 

any were fo pleaſed with her narration, that they 
. withed it could have been ſpun out to a much greater 
length: ſo gracefully did ſhe relate her own misfor- 
tunes, 

Her taſk being finiſhed, Don Fernando informed them 
of what had happened in the city after he found, in 
Lucinda's boſom, the paper in which ſhe declared her- 
ſelf Cardenio's wife. Sceing that the could not poſhbly 
be his, be ſaid, he was determined to put her to death, 
and would actually have executed his purpoſe, had not 
her parents interpoſed, He then quitted the houſe, full 
of ſhame and reſentment, reſolving to revenge himſelf 
with the firſt opportunity; and next day, underſtood. 
that ſhe was gone off, without any body's knowing 
whither ſhe had directed her flight. At length, howe- 
ver, ina few months, he got notice, that ſhe was in a 
certain monaſtery, where ſhe intended to ſpend her 
whole life, ſince ſhe could not enjoy it in the com pa- 
ny of Cardenio, He no ſooner received this intimati- 
on, than chooſing theſe three gentlemen for his compa- 
nions, he went- ſtraight to the place of her reſidence, 
but without ſpeaking to her, or. making himſelf known, 
leſt the monaſtery ſhould be more ſtrictly guarded on 
his account. He waited therefore until, one day, he 
found the porter's lodge open, when leaving two of his 
friends to ſecure the door, he entered the monaſtery, 
with the other, in queſt of Lucinda, whom he found 
in the cloiſters, talking with a nun; and ſnatching her 
off, without giving her a moment's time for recollec- 
tion, carried her inſtantly to a place where they pro- 


vided themſelves with neceſſaries for their journey. 
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This exploit they were enabled to perform with ſafety, 
becauſe the monaſtery ſtood in the middle of a field at 
a good diſtance from any village or town, He ſaid, 
Lucinda no ſooner perceived herſelf in bis power, than 
ſhe fainted away, and when ſhe recovered the uſe of 
her ſenſes, did nothing but weep and ſigh, without 


ſpeaking one word: ſo that, accompanied with ſilence 
and tears, they had arrived at that inn, which he look- 


ed upon as the heavenly goal where all earthly misfor- 
tunes are happily terminated, 


CHAP. X. 


A continuation of the hiſtory of the renowned princeſs | 
Micomicona ; with other pleaſant adventures 


ANCHO heard every thing that paſſed; with no 
ſmall anxiety of mind, ſeeing the hopes of his 
preferment vanith into ſmoke, the beautiful princeſs 
Micomicona transformed into Dorothea, the giant into 
Don Fernando, and his maſter in a ſound ſleep, intire- 
ly ignorant of what had happened. Dorothea could 
not perſuade herſelf, that all her good fortune was not 
2a dream; Cardenio entertained the ſame opinion, which 
was alſo embraced by Lucinda; while Don Fernando 
ave thanks to heaven for its favour, in extricating him 
Hoa that labyrinth of perplexity, in which he was at 
the point of loſing his reputation and ſoul. In fine, 
every perſon preſent was well ſatisfied, and rejoiced at 
the have iſſue of ſuch intricate and deſperate affairs. 
The curate repreſented every thing in the right point of . 
view, with great diſcretion, and congratulated the 


parties concerned, on the felicity they had acquired; 


but, ſhe whoſe joy was moſt vociterous was the land- 
lady, who loudly exulted in the promiſe of Cardenio 
and the curate, who had undertaken. to pay her with 
intereſt, for the damage ſhe had ſuſtained on Don Quix- 
ote's account, Sancho alone, as we have already ob- 
ſerved, was afflicted, unfortunate and ſad, and going 
to his maſter who was juſt awake, ſaid, with a lamen- 
table tone, Sir knight of the rueful countenance, your 
worſhip may now fleep as long as you pleaſe, without 


giving 
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giving yourſelf the trouble of flaying the giant, or re- 
toring the princeſs to her throne — that whole affair is 
already brought te concluſion,” 

&« really believe what you ſay, anſwered the knight; 
for, I have been engaged with the giant, in the mot 
obſtinate and vutrageous combat that I believe I ſhall 
ever fight in all the days of my life: with one bacek- 
{troke, flam went his head to the ground ; and diſcharg- 
ed ſuch a quantity of blood, that it ran like rills of wa- 
ter, along the field.“ Or rather like red wine, your 
worſhip ſhould fay, replied the ſquire ; for, I mult in- 
form you, if you do not already know it, that the dead 

ant is no other than a wine-bag, and the blood, eigh- 
teen gallons of good red wine, which was contained in 
its belly: the head you cut off is the whore my mother, 
and the whole affair is gone to the devil.” “ What 
does the lunatic mean? faid Don Quixote, are you in 
pour right ſenſes, Sancho?“ „ Riſe, fir, reſumed the 
ſquire, and ſee what a fine piece of work you have 
made, and what a ſcore you have run. You ſhall be- 
hold the queen converted into a private lady, called 
Dorothea, with many other ſtrange events, at which, 
if you take them right, you will be hugely aſtoniſhed.” 
" L ſhall not wonder at any thing of that kind, replied 


his maſter ; for, thou may'ſt remember, the laſt time I 


we were in this houſe, I told thee, that every inci- 
dent which happened was conducted and brought a- 
bout by inchantment ; ſo, that we need not be ſurpriſ- 
ed, if the ſame power ſhould prevail at preſent,” „1 
ſhould be of your worſhip's opinion, anſwered San- 
cho, if my blanketting had been of the ſame ſtamp : 
but that was not the caſe, for, it was really and truely a 
ſubſtantial toſſing. This very inn-keeper, whom we 
ſaw to-day, held a corner of the blanket, and canted:me 
into the air with great ſtrength and nimbleneſs, paſling 
a thouſand waggiſh jokes, and laughing at me all 
the while; from whence I concluded, ſimple and finner 
as I am, that as I knew their perſons, there was no in- 
chantment in the caſe, but, abundance of bruiſing and 
bad fortune.“ Well, heaven will make thee amends, 
ſaid the knight: mean while, reach me my cloaths; 
s | | e bor, 
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for, I want to go forth, and examine thoſe events and 


ſign.“ 


transformations which thou haſt mentioned.“ 

While Sancho was helping him to dreſs, the curate 

ve Don Fernando and his company, an account of 
Don Quixote's madneſs, and the artifice they had uſed 
to diſengage him from the poor rock to which he ima- 
gined himſelf exiled by the diſdain of his miſtreſs. He 
alſo recounted all thoſe adventures that Sancho had im- 
parted to him, at which they were not a little ſurprized, 
and laughed immoderately ; agreeing in opinion with 
every body who knew the knight, that it was the 
ſtrangeſt extravagance that ever entered a diſturbed 
imagination. The prieſt, moreover, obſerved, that 
ſince the good fortune of Dorothea obſtructed the pro- 
greſs of their deſign, there was a neceſſity for inventing 
another plan that-thould bring him home to his own 
houſe. . Cardenio propoſed that they ſhould proſecute 
the ſcheme they had already begun ; and Lucinda would 

act and repreſent the part of Dorothea. “No, faid 
Don Fernando, that muſt not be, Dorothea ſhall till 
proceed with her own inyention ; for, as it cannot be 
far from hence to the habitation of that honeſt gentle- 
man, I ſhall be glad to contribute towards his cure.” 
And when he underſtood. that they would arrive in two 

days at his houſe; <* Were it farther off, ſaid he, I 
ſhonld go with pleaſure, to aſſiſt in ſuck a laudable de- 
At that inſtant Don Quixote came forth, armed zt 
all points, with Mambrino's helmet, battered as it was, 
upon his head, his ſhield braced upon his arm, and his 
pole or lance in his hand. Don Fernando and his com- 
panions were amazed at this ſtrange apparition, when 
jaw beheld ſuch a rueful length of face, ſo withered 
and tawny ; together with his ill-forted armour, and 
the ſolemnity of his gait. They gazed upon him, in 
ſilent expectation of what he would lay ; while he, 
with infinite gravity of aſpect, fixing his eyes upor 
Dorothea, accoſted her in theſe words: „Fair lady 
am informed by this my ſquire, that your greatr 
annihilated, and your quality undone, by being c 
from your former rank of queen and ſovereign p1 
into the condition of a private damſel. If thi 
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been done by the necromancy of the king your father, 
who is, perhaps, afraid that I ſhould not be able to give 
you the aſſiſtance required; I ſay, he neither knows, 
nor ever did know, the, half of that art which he pro- 
teſſeth ; and that he is but little converſant in the hiſ- 
tory of chivalry ; for had he read and peruſed it with 
ſuch leiſure and attention as I have beſtowed upon that 
ſubject, he would have found that, on every occaſion, 
knights of much leſs reputation than I poſſeſs, have 
atchieved much more difhcult enterprizes than this ; it 
being a matter of ſmall moment to kill a pitiful giant, 
let him be as arrogant as he will: for not many hours 
ago, I ſaw myſelf engaged with one but I chuſe 
to be ſilent, rather than have my veracity called in queſ- 
tion, though time, that unmaſks all things, will ſhew, 
when we leaſt expect it. «<4 | | 

« That you were engaged with wine-bags, and 
not with a giant,“ cried the innkeeper, who was fi- 
lenced by Don Fernando, and forbid to interrupt the 
knight's diſcourſe, in any ſhape whatever. So that 
Don J proceeded, ſaying, In fine, if the 
father of your diſinherited highneſs hath performed 
this metamorphoſis on your perſon, for the cauſes I 
have mentioned, I hope you. will give no credit to ſuch 
conſiderations ; for, there is no danger upon earth, 
through which my ſword will not open a way, and b 
laying the head of your adverſary in the duſt, in a few 
days, inveſt yours with that crown to which you have 
an undoubted right.” . 

Here Don Quixote left off ſpeaking, in expectation 
of a reply from the princeſs, who knowing it was Don 
Yernando's pleaſure that ſhe ſhould continue the deceit, 
until the knight could be brought back to his own houſe, 
anſwered with equal gravity. and grace, Whoſoever 
lath told you, moſt valiant knight of the rueful coun- 
tenance, that I am changed and transformed from what 
1 was, has not adhered to the truth, in his information : 

'1deed I am ſomewhat changed by certain fortunate 
ts which have happened egen beyond my own ex- 
ion; but, nevertheleſs, I have not ceaſed to be 
{ was, nor altered that reſolution which I have al- 


maintained, of taking the advantage of your va- 
liant 
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liant and invincible arm. Wherefore, dear fir, be ſo 
good as to do juſtice to the honour of the father who 
begat me, and look upon him as a man of ſagacity and 
foreſight ; ſince, by the ſcienee he poſſeſſed, he found 
ſuch an eaſy and effectual path to the cure of my miſ- 
ſortune : for, I firmly believe, that were it not for you, 
I ſhould not now be ſo happy as 1 am, as the greateſt 
part of theſe gentlemen can truly witneſs. Nothing 
then remains, but that we ſet out to-morrow, becauſe 
we could not propoſe to travel far to-day ; and as for 
the ſucceſs on which my hopes are built, I leave it en- 
_ to God and the worth of your heroic breaſt.” 
on Quixote hearing theſe words, turned to Sancho, 
in the molt violent indignation, faying, << I proteſt, fir- 
rah] you are the moſt malicious little flanderer in Spain. 
Say, you raſcal you vagabond ! did not you tell 
me juſt now, that the princeſs was transformed into a 
private gentlewoman called Dorothea; and that the 
head, which I know I cut from the giant's ſhoulders, 
was the whore your mother: with many more fooliſh 
particulars, which threw me into the greateſt confuſion 
that ever I felt ſince I was born? By heaven ! (here he 
turned up his eyes and bit his lips) I have a ſtrong in- 
clination to commit ſuch {laughter upon thee, as will be 
an * inſtructive warning to all the lying ſquires who ſhall 
henceforward attend knights-errant, in the courſe of 
their adventures.” | 
Pray be pacified, good your worſhip, cried Sancho, 
I may very poſſibly be deceived in what concerns the 
change of my lady princeſs Micomicona ; but as to the 
giant's head being a wine-bag, and the blood no other 
than good red wine, I am not miſtaken, as I ſhall an- 
ſwer to God ! for the ſkins that were ſlaſhed are ſtill 
to be ſeen, by your worſhip's bed-ſide, and the whole 
room is flooded with the wine. But the proof of the 
pudding, is in the + eating of it: you will be convinced 
when Mr, orig Aer” him our landlord here makes 
2 Out 
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out a bill of the damage he has ſuffered. As to the 
reſt, I am rejoiced from ny ſoul to find that the queen's 
-majeſty .is the ſame as uſual ; becauſe it concerns me, 
as well as any other neighbour's child.” „I tell thee, 
Sancho, replied Don Quixote, thou art diſtracted; for- 

ive me, that is enough.“ „Enough in all conſcience, 


ſaid Don Fernando, there is nothing more to be ſaid on 


this ſubject. I think the princeſs judges very prudently 
in deferring her journey till to-morrow ; becauſe the 
day is already far advanced: let us therefore, ſpend 
this night in agreeable converſation, and at the approach 
of day we will in a body attend the gallant Don Quix- 
ote, that we may be witneſſes of the unheard of ex- 
ploits which he will, doubtleſs, perform in the courſe 
of this vaſt enterprize he hath undertaken.” * It is my 
duty and reſolution to ſerve and attend you, anſwered 
the knight: and I have the moſt grateful ſenſe of your 
favour and good opinion, which I ſhall endeavour to 
juſtify, though it ſhould coſt me my life, or even more 
if more I can pay.” | 

Many compliments and proffers of ſervice paſſed be- 
tween Don Fernando and Don Quixote; but, they 
were interrupted by the arrival of a traveller, who, b 
his garb, ſeemed to be a chriſtian ſlave, lately eſcaped 
from Barbary : for, he was clad in a coat of blue cloth, 
wanting a collar, with ſhort ſkirts and half fleeves ; his 
breeches and cap were of the ſame ſtuff; and he wore 
date-coloured buſkins, with a Mooriſh icymitar flung in 
a ſhoulder- belt, acroſs his breaſt. He was followed by 
a woman dreſſed in the Mooriſh habit, mounted upon 
an aſs; with a veil over her face, a brocaded bonnet 
on her head, and a mantle that flowed from her ſhoul- 
ders to her heels. The man was robuſt, and well- pro- 
portioned, ſeemingly turned of forty, with a browniſh 


complexion, large whiſkers, and a well-furniſhed beard : 
an ſhort, his mien was ſo genteel, that if he had been 


properly dreſſed, they would have taken him for a man 
of birth and quality. 

Soon as he entered the gate, he called for a private 
apartment, and ſeemed very much concerned, when he 
underſtood that all the rooms of the inn were engaged: 
however, he went to the lady in Mooriſh dre 5 * 
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lifted her off in his arms. Upon which Lucinda, Do- 
rothea, the landlady, her daughter, and Maritornes, 
flocked around her, their curiofity being excited by the 
novelty of the garb, which none of them had ever 
ſeen before; and Dorothea, who was always good 
humoured, mannerly and diſcreet, concluding that both 
ſhe and her conductor were chagrined at their want of-a 
chamber, ſpoke to her thus: “Be not uneaſy, madam, 
at your want of accommodation here; it is the incon- 
venience of almoſt all inns : but, if you will be pleaſed 
to partake with us, pointing to Lucinda, perhaps you 
will find that, in the courſe of your journey,- you. have 
been fain to put up with harder fare.” The veiled lady 
made no anſwer, but, only riſing from her ſeat, ſignified 
her thanks, by crofling her hands upon her boſom, bend- 
ing her body and bowing her head; ſo that, from her 
ſilence, they conjectured that ſhe muſt be a native Moor, 
and that ſhe could not ſpeak any chriſtian language. 
Her attendant, who had hitherto been employed in 
ſomething elſe, perceiving that the- company had made 
a circle about his companion, who could make no re- 
plies to their interrogations, ſaid to them, “ Ladies, this 
young woman underſtands. little. or no Spaniſh, and 
ſpeaks no language but that. of her own country; ſo 
that ſhe is incapable of anſwering any - queſtions you 
may have aſked,” * We have aſked no queſtions, ſaid 
Lucinda, but only made her an offer of our company, 
for this night, with a ſhare of our. lodging, and what 
accommodation is to be had; and this we tender with 


that hearty good.will. which obliges us to ſerve all ſtran- . 


gers, eſpecially thoſe of our own ſex who ſtand in need 
of our aſſiſtance.” Dear madam, replied the conductor, 
in her name and in my own, | return you a thouſand 
thanks ; and highly eſteem your proffered favour, which, 
on this occaſion, and from ſuch perſons as your appear- 
ance proclaims you to be, mult certainly be very kind 
and og. Signor, ſaid Dorothea, is this 
lady chriſtian or Moor ? By her filence and her dreſs, 
we are induced to believe that ſhe is not what we could 
with her to be.“ In her body and dreſs, replied the 
ſtranger, {he is a Moor, but altogether a chriſtian in her 
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foul; for, ſhe longs ardently to be a profeſſed con- 
vert to our faith.“ Then ſhe is not baptized,” reſum - 
ed Lucinda? She has had no opportunity, ſaid the 
captive, ſince ſhe quitted Algiers, which is her native 
country ; and hitherto hath never been in ſuch immi- 
nent danger of her life, as to make it neceſſary, before 
ſhe is inſtructed in all the ceremonies enjoined by our 
holy mother church : but, if it pleaſe heaven, ſhe ſhall 
be baptized very foon, with decency ſuitable to the 
quality of her perſon, which is greater than either her 
dreſs or mine ſeems to declare.“ 

This intimation raiſed the curioſity of all the ſpec- 
tators, to know who this Moor and captive were ; but, 
no body choſe to aſk the queſtion, at that time, which 
ſeemed more proper for repoſing themſelves than rela- 
ting the hiſtory of their lives. Desechen taking her by 
the hand, ſeated the ſtranger cloſe by her fide, and in- 
treated her to take off the veil: ſhe looked at her con- 
ductor, as if ſhe wanted to know what the lady deſired, 
aud he told her, in Arabic, that they intreated her to 
be uncovered ; at the fame time, adviſing her to compl 
with their requeſt. She accordingly unveiled herſelf, 
and diſcovered a face fo amiable, that Dorothea thought 
her handſomer than Lucinda, who, in her turn, gave 
her the preference to Dorothea ; and all preſent con- 
cluded, that if any creature upon earth could vie with 
them in beauty, it was this mooriſh lady, who in the 
opinion of ſome of the company excelled them both 
in certain particulars. As beauty, therefore, has the 
privilege and energy to conciliate minds and attract af- 
fections, every body preſent was ſeized with an incli- 
nation to ſerve and cheriſh the charming Moor. Don 
Fernando aſked her name of the captive, who anſwer- 
ed Lela Zorayda : this ſhe no ſooner heard, than un- 
derſtanding the queſtion which had been put to the 
chriſtian, ſhe pronounced with great eagerneſs and ſweet- 
neſs of concern, No, no Zorayda ; Maria, Maria ;** 
Genifying that her name was Maria, and not Zorayda : 
theſe words, with the affecting manner in which they 
were expreſſed, brought tears from the eyes of ſome of 
the hearers, eſpecially the women, who are P 
tender and compaſſionate. Lucinda embraced her af- 
fectionately, 
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fectionately, ſaying, ** Yes, yes, Maria, Maria:“ and 
to this, the Moor replied, “Ves, yes, Maria 
Zorayda Macange; which, in the Arabic, ſignifies. 
No. 

Mean while it grew late, and the innkeeper, by or- 
der of Don Fernando's attendants, prepared, with 
great diligence and care, as good a repaſt as he could 
poſſibly provide; ſo that, when ſupper-time arrived, 
they fat down altogether, at a long hall table ; for, 
there was neither a round or ſquare one in the houſe : 
they forced the head and principal ſeat, in ſpite of all 
his excuſes, on Don Quixote, who deſired that the 
princeſs Micomicona might fit by the ſide of her protec- 
tor: next to her, Lucinda and Zorayda placed them- 
ſelves, being fronted by. Fernando and Cardenio, at 
whoſe leit hand fat the captive and the other gentlemen, 
while the curate and the barber took their ſtation cloſe 
to the ladies. In this manner they ſupped with vaſt 
ſatisfaction, Which was ſtill increaſed, when Don Quix- 
ote leaving off eating, and inſpired by the ſame ſpirit. 
that moved him to harangue among the goat-herds, be- 
gan the following diſſertation : * Verily, gentlemen, it 
it be my conſidered, great and unexpected events are 
ſeen by thoſe who profeſs the order of knight-errantry. 
What inhabitant of this earth, if he ſhould now enter 
the gates of this caſtle, and behold us ſeated in this 
manner, could conceive or credit that we are what we 
are? Who could imagine, that this lady on my right 
hand, is the great queen whom we all know her to be, 
and that I am the knight of the rueful countenance, ſo 
celebrated by the voice of fame? Now, there is no 
manner of doubt, that this exerciſe and art exceeds all 
others hitherto invented by man, and that it ought to 
be more eſteemed, becauſe it is more expoſed to danger. 
Away with thoſe who give letters the preference over 
arms: I affirm, that ſuch. people, whoſoever they are, 
know not what they ſay; for, the ſole reaſon to which. 
they adhere,- in this deciſion, is, that the labour of the 
body is exceeded by that of the mind; and that the 
profeſſion of arms is altogether as corporeal as the exer- 
cafe and office of a common day-labourer, that requires 
nothing more than bodily ſtrength ; as if that which is. 
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called ſoldierſhip, by us who profeſs it, did not include 
acts of valour which none but perſons of uncommon 
genius could execute: or, as if the toil of a warrior, 
who has the charge of an army, or commands in a 
town that is beſieged, doth not affect the mind as well 
as the body: is it to be ſuppoſed, that by meer corpo- 
real ſtrength, he can penetrate and diſcover the inten- 
tion of the enemy? To anticipate deſigns, baffle ſtra- 
tagems, ſurmount difficulties, and prevent the miſchiet 
that is to be dreaded, are all efforts of the underſtand- 
ing, in which the body hath no ſhare: if the profeſſion 
of arms, therefore, requires genius, as well as that of 
letters; let us ſee which of the two requires moſt men- 
tal toil : and this queſtion may be determined, by con- 
ſidering the end and aim of each; for, that occupation 
deſerves the higheſt eſteem, which hath the nobleſt pur- 
poſe in view the end and ſcope of letters. I 
ſpeak not here, of that divine learning, whoſe aim is 
to raiſe and conduct the ſoul to heaven; to an end ſo 
infinite, no intention whatever can be compared: I 
ſpeak of human learning, the ultimate end of which 
is, to regulative diſtributive juſtice, render to every 
one his due, and to underſtand and protect the equitable 
laws; an aim certainly generous, and highly commen- 
dable! yet not fo deſerving of the moſt ſublime praiſe 
as the profeſſion of arms, the object and the end of 
which is peace, the greateſt good that mortals can en- 
joy ; for, the firſt bleſſed news which this world and 
mankind heard, were thoſe pronounced by the angels, 
on that night which was our day, when they ſung m 
the air, © Glory be to God on high, and on earth, peace 
and good will towards men:“ and the ſalutation, which 
the beſt maſter, either in heaven or upon earth, taught 
his adherents and favourites; Which was to ſay, when 
they entered any houſe, © Peace be to this houſe.“ Nay, 
he himſelf at different times, ſaid, * My peace I give 
unto you. My peace I leave with 7 Peace 
among you.“ A jewel and legacy well worthy of him 
who left it! a jewel, without which there can be no 
felicity, either in heaven or on earth | This peace is 
the genuine aim of war; for, arms and war * the 
| ame 3 
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ſame; and this being taken for granted, the end 
of war is nobler than that of learning : where- 
fore, let us next conſider the bodily toil ſuſtained by 
each, that we may ſee on which ſide the balance lies, in 
that particular. | * 
In this ſenſible manner, did Don Quixote continue 
his diſcourſe, from which no body that heard him could 
diſtinguiſh that he was mad: on the contrary, his au- 
dience conſiſting chiefly of gentlemen, to which title 
the profeſſion ot arms is annexed, they liſtened with 
great pleaſure, while he proceeded thus : | 
e The hardſhips of a ſtudent, I ſay, are theſe; 
chiefly, poverty, (not that all ſtudents are poor, but 
that we may ſuppoſe the worſt that can happen) ; and 
when I have named this indigence, the whole of his 
misfortune is mentioned ; for, he that is poor can en- 
joy nothing that is good, but muſt endure neceſſity in 
all its forms, ſometimes hunger, ſometimes cold, ſome- 
times nakedneſs, and often, all three together: never- 
theleſs, his neceſſity is not ſo great, but that he eats, 
tho? perhaps later than uſual, or, tho' he may feed up- 
on the leavings of the rich, or, which is the greateſt 
miſery to which a ſcholar can be reduced, go a ſop- 
ping“, as they term it: then they are always admitted 
to ſome charitable perſon's fire- ſide or chimney-corner, 
where, if they cannot warm themſelves effectually, they 
may at leaſt defy the cold; and at night, they ſleep 
under cover. I need not deſcend to minute particulars, 
ſuch as want of linen, ſcarcity of ſhoes, flimſy and 
thread-bare cloaths, nor the ſurfeits which they fo ea- 
gerly incur, when their good fortune ſets a plentiful 
table in their way. By this path, rough and difficult 
as I have already deſcribed it, after many tumblings, 
flidings, riſings and fallings, they, at laſt, attain to the 
height of their wiſhes, which being gained, we have 
ſeen many who have paſſed with a favourable gale 
of fortune, thro' theſe quickſands and ſtraits of Scylla 
and Charybdis: I ſay, we have ſeen many ſuch, com- 
mand and dictate to the world, from a chair of ſtate; 
their hunger being changed into ſatiety, their cold into 
refreſhment ; their rags hs gay apparel ; and the mats 
| 5 on 
#* Alluding to the charities given at the gates of monaſteries, 
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on which they lay, to the richeſt damaſk and fineſt hol- 
land : a recompence which their merit moſt juſtly en- 
Joys ! but, their labours, when fairly ſtated and com 
' pared, are infinitely ſhort of the warrior's, as I ſhall 
now clearly demonſtrate,” 4 


CHAP. XI. 


The ſequel of Don Quixote's curious diſcourſe, on 
the ſubjects of learning and war. 


7 . knight proceeded thus: “Since we began 
with the ſtudent, repreſenting his poverty in all 

its circumſtances, let us ſee if the ſoldier be more 
wealthy: and we ſhall find that poverty itſelf is not 
poorer ; for, he is reſtricted to his miſerable pay, which. 
comes always late, if ever, or to what he can plunder 
by force, with the imminent danger of his life and 
conſcience ; and frequently, his nakedneſs is ſuch, that. 
his flaſhed buff doublet ſerves him inſtead of coat, ſhirt, 
and all the other parts of apparel ; tho”, in the winter, 
he has nothing elſe to ſkreen him from the inclemencies: 
of the weather; nay, in the open field, he is fain to 
warm. himſelf with his own breath, which as it pro- 
ceeds from an empty place, muſt, I believe, be cold, 
contrary to all the rules of nature : but, ſtay till the 
approach of night, when, it is to be hoped, his bed 
will make amends for all theſe inconveniences ; and this, 
if it be not his own fault, will never offend in point 
of narrowneſs, for, he may meaſure as many feet of 
ground a3 he thinks ſufficient, and there tumble about at. 
pleaſure, without any dagger of difcompoling the ſheets :- 
then, inſtead of the day and hour of receiving the de- 
grees of his art, comes the day of battle, in which his 
head is adorned with the doctoral taſſel, made in form 
of a pledgit to ſtuff the wound made by ſome ball, 
which, perhaps, hath gone thro' his temples, or left 
him maimed of a leg or arm: and even if this ſhould 
not happen, but, merciful heaven guard and preſerve 
him fafe and found, he continues as poor as ever: he 
muſt riſk himſelf in ſeyeral more rencounters and 8 
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tles, and be victorious in each, before his circumſtances; 
be bettered ; but, theſe miracles rarely happen. Tell 
me, gentlemen, have you conſidered what a ſmall pro- 
portion thoſe who make their fortunes by war bear tv 
thoſe who periſh in the field? Doubtleſs, you muſt an- 
ſwer, that there is no fort. of compariſon ; that the 
{lain are ſcarce to be numbered, while the living who 
are recompenced for their ſervices, may be comprehend- 
ed within three figures of * arithmetic, The cafe of 
the learned, is quite the reverſe f: for, one way or 
another, they are all provided; ſo that, tho” the toil of 
a ſoldier. is greater, his reward is much leſs. To this 
abſervation, it may be replied, that it is far more eaſy 
to reward two thouſand ſcholars than thirty thouſand 
ſoldiers; for, the firſt are recompenſed with offices 
which muſt, of courſe, be beſtowed on people of their 
profeſſion ; whereas, the others can enjoy no reward, 
except a ſhare of the property belonging to their maſ- 
ter whom. they ſerve; eyen this impoſſibility ſtrength- 
ens my aſſeveration. > 
But, waving that conſideration, which. would lead 

us into a moſt intricate labyrinth, let us return to the 
pre- eminence which arms have over learning: a point 
hitherto undecided. Such are the reaſons alleged on 
both fides of the queition : the principal of which in 
favour of the laſt is, that withaut letters, the profeſſion 
of arms could not be ſupported, becauſe there are laws 
to which war itſelf is ſubject; and all laws fall within 
the province of letters and learned men.. To this ob- 
ſervation, the partizans of the other opinion reply, that 
no laws could be maintained without, arms,. which pre- 
ſerve the conſtitution, defend kingdoms, guard cities, 

| | | ſcour- 


* j. e. Do not amount to ic, which is a number expreſſed by four 
figures, | 


+ The literal tranſlation is, © For, from the ſkirts, (for I would not 
mention the ſleeves).” The Spaniards, inſtead of the Englith phraie, 
by Hook or by Crook, uſe this of “ From the ſlecves or the ſkirts ty 
derived from the practice of taylors, who are ſuppoſed to cabbage from 
thoſe parts of the habit in which there is the greateſt quantity of cloth 
but, the knight's exception of fleeves, on this occaſion, ſeems to have 
proceeded from 1 ſuppoſition that poor ſchclars are generally provided 
for in the church, and conſequently wear caffocks, which deſgens to 


their heels. 
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ſcour the highways, and clear the ſeas of piratical cor- 
fairs, In ſhort, that without arms, all republics, king - 
doms, monarchies, cities, journeys by land, and voy - 
ages by ſea, would be expoſed to the horror and confu - 
ſion that attend unbridled war, while it continues in all 
its licentious privilege and force. It is a general and 
eſtabliſhed maxim, that every thing ought to be eſteem- 
ed in proportion to what it cofts; now, to become 
eminent in letters, coſts the ſtudent much time, watch- 
ing, hunger, nakedneſs, vertigoes, indigeſtion, and their 
conſequences, which are in part mentioned above: but, 
to acquire, in a regular manner, the character of a good 
ſoldier, a man muſt undergo all theſe inconveniencies in 
an incomparably greater degree ; becauſe, he is every 
moment in danger of loſing his life. What fear of in- 
digence and poverty can ſeize and haraſs the ſtudent's 
apprehenſion, equal to that which muſt poſſeſs the 
foldier beſieged in a fortreſs, who being placed centinel 


or guard in ſome ravelin or * cavalier, perceives the - 


enemy at work undermining the very ſpot whereon he 
itands ; without daring to ſtir from his poſt, or avoid 
the danger by which he is ſo imminently threatened ? 
All he can 
captain, who muſt endeavour to baſfle the foe by fome 
countermine, while he remains upon the place in ter- 
ror, and expectation of being ſuddenly whirled aloft 
into the clouds without wings, and then falling head- 
long into the profound abyſs : if this danger ſeems in- 
conſiderable, let us fee whether it be equalled or ex- 
ceeded in the grappling of two gallies, by their prows, 
in the midſt of the extended ocean; when they are 
locked and faſtened into each other, and the ſoldier 
hath not an inch more than two feet of the heak to 
ſtand upon, while he ſees himſelf threatened and op- 
poſed by as many miniſters of death as there are can- 
non .in the enemy's veſſel, and theſe within a ſpear's 
length of his body; and is ſenſible, that if his feet 
ſhould chance to flip, he would inſtantly viſit the pro- 
found boſom of the fea : yet, nevertheleſs, with an 
| | intre- 


Cavalier is an artificial mount, raiſed in a ſortreſs for the conveni- 
2:0 c{1:o2uriny a field, cr oppoſirg a commanding work of the enemy. 
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intrepid heart, incited and tranſported by honour, he 
bears the brunt of their whole artillery, and endeavours 
by that narrow paſſage to board the adverſe veſſel : and, 
what is very much to be admired, is, that as ſoon as 
one falls, never to riſe again till the general reſurrection, 
another occupies his place, and ſhould he alſo drop into 
the ſea, which, like an enemy, gapes to devour him, 
another and another ſtill ſucceeds, without the ſmalleſt - 
intermiſſion : an inſtance of gallantry and boldneſs the 
greateſt to be found in all the extremities of war. Hap- 
py were the ages paſt, while ftrangers to thoſe infernal 
inſtruments of artillery, the author of which is, I firmly 
believe, now in hell, enjoying the reward of his diabo- 
lical invention, that puts it in the power of an infa- 
mous coward to deprive the moſt valiant cavalier of 
life; for, often in the heat of that courage and reſo- 
lution that fires and animates the gallant breaſt, there 
comes a random ball, how or from whence no man can 
tel, ſhot off, perhaps, by one that fled and was afraid 
at the flaſh of his own accurſed machine, and, in an in- 
ſtant, puts an end to the ſchemes and exiſtence of a 
man who deſerved to live for ages. This very conſi- 
deration makes me almoſt own, that I am ſorry for hav- 
ing choſen this profeſſion of a knight-errant in this de- 
teſtable age; for, tho' no danger can daunt my reſolu- 
tion, it gives me ſome uneaſineſs to think that powder 
and ſhot may deprive me of the opportunity of making 
myſelf famous and renowned thro' the whole globe, for 
the valour of my arm, and the keenneſs of my ſword : 
but, let the will of heaven be fulfilled ; if I accom- 
pliſh my aim, I ſhall be more eſteemed, becauſe I have 
faced more danger than ever was incurred by the knights- 
errant in ages paſt,” 

While the reſt of the company were employed in 
eating, this long harangue was uttered by Don Quix- 
ote, who never thought of ſwallowing a morſel ; tho? 
Sancho frequently put him in mind of eating his ſup- 
per, obſerving, that he would afterwards have time 
enough to ſay what he pleaſed. The hearers were 
moved with freſh concern, at ſeeing a man who, in 
every other ſubject, ſeemed to have a large ſhare _ 
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— — — 


134 Fhe Lips and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book IV. 
ſenſe and diſcernment, loſe it ſo irrecoverably, when- 


ever the diſcourſe turned upon the curſed miſchievous - 
theme of chivalry. The curate obſerved, that there 
was a great deal of reafon in what he had advanced in 


favour of arms; and that he himſelf, tho' a graduate, 
conſequently a man of letters, was entirely of the 
knight's opinion. 


Supper being ended, and the table uncovered, while the 
landlady, her daughter and Maritornes were buſied in fit- 


ting up the garret of Den Quixote de la Mancha, in which 


it was determined the three ladies ſhould paſs the night 
by themſelves; Don Fernando intreated the captive to 
recount the ſtory of his life, which he imagined muſt 
be both uncommon and entertaining, from the ſpeci- 
men they had already ſeen, in his arriving thus equipped, 
in company with the fair Zorayda. Lo this. requeſt 
the ſtranger anſwered, that he would willingly obey his 
command, tho' he was afraid the company OAT not 
find the relation to their liking ; but, nevertheleſs, ra- 


ther than fail in point of obedience, he was ready ta. 


make it. The curate and whole company thanked him 


for his complaiſance, and joined in the requeſt; and 


he ſeeing. himſelf beſought by ſo many, ſaid there was 


no occaſion for intreaties, where they might. ſo effectual- 
ly command. Lend me your attention therefore, and 


you ſhall. hear a true ſtory, perhaps unequalled by thoſe 


* fictions which are uſually. adorned with all the curious 


and profound artifice of compoſition.” 
At this preamble, all preſent, adjuſted, and compoſed 


themſelves ; and he n the general ſilence in. 
ormance of his promiſe, 
is manner, with a grave and agreeable voice, 


which they waited for the per 
began in th 


C HAP. XII. 
In which the captive recounts. his life and adventures. 


&© TN a certain place, among the mountains of Leon, 

my family had its origin; more beholden to the 
liberality of nature than to the ſmiles of fortune: tho” 
amidſt the narrowneſs of circumſtances, which prevails 


in that country, my father had the reputation of being 


rich, 
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rich, and really was ſo, had he poſſeſſed the art of pre⸗ 
ſerving, as he practiſed the means, of ſpending his 
eſtate. This liberal and profuſe diſpoſition was owing 
to his having been a ſoldier in his youth: the army be- 
ing a ſchool, in which the miſer becomes generous, and 
the benevolent man grows prodigal ; for, a covetous 
ſoldier is a monſter which is rarely feen. My father 
exceeded the bounds of liberality, and bordered upon 
thoſe of prodigality z a diſpofition of very little ſervice 
to a married man who has children to ſucceed him in 
rank as well as name: and he had no leſs than three; 
all of them ſons, already at an age to chooſe for them- 
ſelves. The old gentleman finding it impoſſible, as he 
ſaid, to reſiſt the bent of his inclination, was reſolved 
to deprive himſelf of the means that induced and ena- 
bled him to ſpend fo laviſhly, by giving up his eſtate z 
as without money, Alexander himſelf muſt haye ſeemed. 
frugal. 

One day therefore, calling us all three together in- 
to his chamber, he delivered himſelf in theſe or the 
like words. © Sons, to fay I love you, is no more 
than to ſay and know you are my own children: though 
it would ſeem that I do not love you, by my ſquander- 
ing away the fortune which is your due: but, that you 
may be henceforward convinced that I love you, like a 
true parent, rather than ſeek your deſtruction like a 
ſtepfather, Il am reſolved to execute a plan which L 
have formed a good while ago, and digeſted with the 
- moſt mature deliberation. You are now of an age ta 
chuſe ſettlements for yourſelves, or at leaſt, to pitch 
upon employments which, in your riper years, may 
conduce to your honour and advantage. My intention. 
is to divide my eſtate into four equal parts, three of 
which you ſhall receive among you, in. equal ſhares, 
without the leaſt difference or diſtinction, and the fourth 
I will reſerve for my own ſuſtenance and ſupport, while 
heaven ſhall be pleaſed. to protract the days of my life. 
But, before you receive pour portions, I ſhould be glad 
to find you inclined to follow the paths which 1 hall 
propole. We have a ſaying in Spain, which I believe 
1s very true, as indeed all proverbs are, becauſe they 
are ſhort ſentences dictated by long and ſage experience: 


that 


| 
[ 
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that which I mean, contains no more than theſe words : 
The church, the court, or the ſea;' as if it more 
fully expreſſed the following advice, He that would 
make his fortune. ought either to dedicate his time to 
the church, go to fea as a merchant, or attach himſelf 
to the court; for it is commonly obſerved, that, Ihe 
king's crumb. is worth the baron's batch.“ This I men- 
tion, becauſe I wiſh and deſire that one of you would 
follow letters, another merchandize, and a third ſerve 
his fovereign in the field, ſince it is difficult to obtain an 
office at court : ſo that, although much wealth cannot 
beexpected, there is a great deal of valour and repu- 
tation to be acquired in war. In eight days I will give 
each of you his ſhare, in ready money, without de- 
frauding you of one farthing, as you will ſee by my 
diſtribution. Tell me, therefore, if you are willing to 
follow my advice in what I have propoſed ?” ſaid my 
father, addreſſing himſelf to me as the eldeſt. After 
having diſſuaded him from parting with his eſtate, and 
deſired him to ſpend as much of it as he pleaſed, ob- 
ſerving that we were young men, and capable of ma- 
king our own fortunes, I concluded with ſaying, 1 would 
obey his will, and, for my own part, chuſe to ſerve 
God and my king, in adhering to the exerciſe of arms. 
My ſecond brother made the ſame offer, propoſing to 
ſet ſail for the Indies, and employ his ſtock of ready 
money in traffic. "The youngeſt, and I believe the 
wiſeſt, ſaid he would qualify himſelf for the church, 
by going and finiſhing his ſtudies at Salamanca. 
Me having thus agreed in the choice of our different 
employments, our father embraced us all affectionately, 
and within the time he had propoſed, performed his 
promiſe of giving us our portions, which, to the beſt - 
of my remembrance, amounted to three thouſand du- 
cats each : for, an uncle of ours paid ready money 
for the whole eſtate, that it might not be alienated from 
the family. In one day, all three took leave of our 
worthy father, when I, thinking it a piece of inhuma- 
nity to leave him fo ſtraitened in his old age, prevailed 
upon him to accept two thouſand of the three I had re- 
ecived, as the remainder was ſufficient to accommodate 
me with all the neceſſaries of a ſoldier, Each of my 
: brothers, 
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brothers, induced by my example, gave him back one 
third of their ſhares, ſo that he remained poſſeſſed of 
four thouſand ducats in caſh, and the value of three 
thouſand more in land, which he did not chuſe to ſell. 
At length, I ſay, we took leave of him, and that uncle 
gar have metioned, not without great concern and 
many tears on all ſides; after we had undertaken to 
ſeize every opportunity of making them acquainted 
with our adventures, either in proſperity or adverſity. 
Having given the promiſe, and received their embraces 
and bleſſing, one took the road to Salamanca, another 
went to Sevil, and I ſet out for Alicant, where I un- 
derſtood there was a ſhip taken ina lading of wool 
for Genoa. Two and twenty years are now elapſed 
ſince I left my father's houſe ; and during all that time, 
though I have written ſeveral letters, I never received 
the leſt information concerning him or my brothers. 
What hath happened to myſelf within that period, 1 
will now briefly relate. 

Embarking at Alicant, I had a favourable paſſage to 
Genoa, from whence I went to Milan, where I pro- 
vided - myſelf with arms and ſome gay military furniture. 
Then I departed for Piedmont, with a reſolution of in- 
liſting in the ſervice; and being upon the road to 
Alexandria de Ia Paglia, was informed that the great 
duke of Alva was on his march into Flanders, pon 
receiving this intimation, I changed my deſign, attended 
him to the Low Countries, ſerved in all his campaigns, 
and was preſent at the death of the counts Egmont and 
Horn. There J obtained an enſign's commiſſion in the 
company of a famous captain of Guadalajara, whoſe 
name was Diego de Urbina: but, after I had been ſome 
time in Flanders, the news arrived of the league be- 
tween his holineſs pope Pius the fifth of happy me- 
mory, and the Spaniſh monarchy, againſt their common 
enemy the Turk, who about that time had, by means 
of his fleet, made a conqueſt of the famous ifland of 
Cyprus, which was under the dominion of the Vene- 
tians . a moſt lamentable and unfortunate loſs. It was 
certainly known that the moſt ſerene Don John of Auſ- 
tria, natural brother to our good king Philip, was to 
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be general of this league ; and the vaſt preparations for 
this war were publicly reported, All theſe rumours 
raiſed and excited within me the deſire and reſolution 
of being preſent in a campaign of ſuch expectation; 
and though I had ſtrong hops, and indeed, certain pro- 
miſes of being promoted to the rank of a captain, as 
ſoon as a vacancy ſhould happen, I choſe to quit that 
proſpect, and go, as I actually did, to Italy; and luck- 
ily for me, Don John of Auſtria was then at Genoa, 
juſt going to embark for Naples, in order to join the 
Venetian fleet, which he afterwards found at Meſſina. 
In ſhort, I ſerved in that moſt happy campaign, and was 


advanced to the rank of captain of foot, which honou- 


rable poſt I obtained more by good fortune than merit ; 
and that day which was fo fortunate for Chriſtendom, 
on which the world was convinced of the error they 
had eſpouſed in believing the Turks invincible by ſea ; 
an that day, I ſay, when the Ottoman pride and inſo- 
lence was humbled and broke, among ſo many happy 
chriſtians there preſent, (and ſure thoſe who tell were 
happier than the living victors 1) I alone was unfortu- 
nate ; for, inſtead of receiving a naval crown, which 
would have been my reward, had I lived in the Roman 
ages, on the night that ſucceeded that glorious day, I 
found myſelf a captive loaded with chains; and this 
was the cauſe of my misfortune : Uchali king of Al- 
giers, a bold and fortunate corſair, having attacked 
and maſtered the capitan galley of Malta, in which 
there remained only three knights alive, and theſe deſ- 
perately wounded ; the veſſel commanded by John An- 
drea Doria, in which my company was ſtationed, haſ- 
teaed to her relief, and I doing my duty on that occa- 
lion, leaped into the enemy's ſhip,” which diſengagin 
herſelf immediately from our galley that was grapple 
with her, my ſoldiers where prevented from following 
their officer, and I found myſelf alone among my foes, 
whom, by reaſon of their numbers, I could not reſiſt ; 
therefore was obliged to ſubmit, after having been al- 
moſt covered over with wounds; and Uchali, as you 
have heard, gentlemen, having ſaved himſelf with his 
whole ſquadron, I remained his priſoner, the- only ſad 
perſon amidſt the general joy, and captive among fo 
many 
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many that were ſet free; for, full fifteen thouſand 
Chriſtians who came into the action, chained to the 
Turkiſh oars, that day recovered their long wiſhed- for 
liberty. 

I was carried to Conſtantinople, where Selim the 
grand Turk, created my mafter general of the ſea, for 
having done his duty in the battle, and as a proof of 
his valour, brought off the high ſtandard of Malta. 
Next year, which was that of ſeventy- two, I rowed in 
the captain galley of the three lantherns, at Navarino, 
where I ſaw and obſerved the chriſtians loſe the oppor- 
tunity of taking the whole Turkiſh fleet in the harbour, 
for, all the Levantines and Janizaries belonging to it 


laid their account with being attacked in port, and had 


actually got in readineſs their knapfacks and paſſamaques, 
which are a kind of ſhoes, in order to go on ſhore, and 
ſeek their ſafety in flight, without waiting for the aſ- 


fault ; ſuch was the conſternation that prevailed among 


us! But, Feaven ordained things to happen in another 
manner, not through any error or neglect of the gene- 
ral who commanded the expedition, but on account of 
the ſins of Chriſtendom, it being the will and permiſſion 
of God, that we ſhould never want executioners to 
chaſtiſe us. In ſhort, Uchali retreated to Modon, which 
is an iſland almoſt contiguous to Navarino, where he 
diſembarked his men, fortified the mouth of the harbour, 
and remained until Don John ſet ſail on his return. In 
this expedition, the galley called the prize, commanded 
by a ſon of the famous corſair Barbaroſſa, was taken 
by the capitan galley of Naples, called the ſhe- wolf, 
the commander of which was that thunderbolt of war, 
that father of his ſoldiers, that fortunate and invincible 
chief, Don Alvaro de Baſan, marquis of Santa Cruz ; 
and I cannot help mentioning what happened at the ta- 
king of this prize: the ſon of Barbaroſſa was ſo cruel, 
and treated his captives ſo inhumanly, that when the 
rowers perceived the ſhe-wolf ready to board, and in a 
fair way of taking her, they quitted their oars all at 
once, and ſeizing the captain, who ſtood upon the * 
ſtentrel, calling to them to row luſtily, they toſſed him 


| forwards 


* The ſtentrel or eſtanterol is a poſt that ſupports the awning of 
the poop. | 
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forwards from bench to bench, and beat him ſo ſeverely 
as he went along, that before he paſſed the main- maſt, 
his ſoul paſſed into hell. Such was his barbarity, as I 
have already obſerved, and ſuch the revenge which 
their hatred to him inſpired, 

We returned to Conſtantinople, and during the fol- 
lowing year, which was ſeventy- three, underſtood that 
Don John had taken Tunis, wreſted that whole king- 
dom from the Turks, and put Muly Hamet in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the whole; thus cutting off all the hopes of a 
reſtoration from Muly Hamida, the moſt valiant and 
moſt crucl Moor of his time. The grand ſeignior was 
deeply affected with this loſs, and practiſing that ſaga- 
city which is peculiar to all thoſe of his family, clapt up 
a peace with the Venetians, who were much more de- 
ſirous of it than he. Next year, being ſeventy-four, 
he attacked the goleta and fort, which Don John had 
left half-finiſhed, near Tunis : and on all theſe occa- 
fions I was preſent, being tied to the oar, without the 
leaſt hope of freedom, eſpecially by ranſom ; for, I was 
reſolved not to write to my father, an account of m 
misfortune. At length, the goleta and fort were bot 
loſt, having been beſieged by ſeventy-five thouſand 
'Turkith ſoldiers, regularly paid, and upwards of four 
hundred thouſand Moors and Arabs from the other 
parts of Africa ; this multitude being provided with a 
vaſt quantity of warlike ſtores and ammunition, and 
attended with ſuch a number of pioneers, that, by 
throwing handfuls of earth, they might have covered 
both the places they came to beſiege. The goleta, 
which had been counted impregnable, was firſt taken; 
not through any fault of the beſieged, who performed 
all that men could do, in its defence ; but, becauſe ex- 


rience ſhewed that trenches could be made with eaſe 


in that looſe fand, though water was commonly found 
at the depth of two ſpans, the Turks, at that time, 
dug as many fathoms, without finding one drop ; and 
fo filling a vaſt number of ſacks, raiſed their work ſo 
as to overlook the fort; then mounting this cavalier 


with cannon, kept ſuch a firing as rendered it impoſſible 


for the garriſon to make any longer defence. It was 


a COMMON. 
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a common opinion, that our troops ought not to have 
ſhut themſelves up in the goleta, but, oppoſed the diſ- 
embarkation in the plain : however, thoſe who talk in 
that manner, ſpeak at random, and muſt be perſons of 
ſmall experience in ſuch affairs: for, if the whole gar- 
riſon, in both places, ſcarce amounted to ſix thouſand 
ſoldiers, how could ſuch a ſmall number, though ever 
ſo valiant, take the field, and, at the ſame time, de- 
fend the forts againſt ſuch a multitude of foes ! and 
how could the forts be poſſibly maintained without ſup- 
plies, in an enemy's country, when they were hemmed 
in by ſuch a numerous and obſtinate army ? But, others 
thought, and 1 am of the ſame opinion, that heaven 
manifeſted a particular grace and favour to Spain, in 
permitting them to deſtroy that rendezvous and pre- 
tence of miſchief, that fink, ſpunge and devourer of 
infinite ſums of money, which were there unprofitably 
ſpent, without ſerving any other purpoſe than that of 
preſerving the memory of its being the moſt happy con- 
queſt of the invincible Charles the Vth : as if it was 
neceſſary for thoſe ſtones to ſupport his fame, which 
is already immortal. The fort was alſo yielded; though 
the Turks won it by inches; for, the garriſon behaved 
with ſuch gallantry and reſolution, that in two and 
twenty general aſſaults, the enemy loſt upwards of 
twenty-five thouſand men ; and of the three hundred 
Spaniſh ſoldiers that remained alive, they did not make 
one priſoner who had not been wounded during the 
fiege : a clear and certain proof of the obſtinate valour 
with which the places where defended. A ſmall fort or 
tower that ſtood in the middle of the lake, under the 
command of Don Juan Zanoguera, a Valentian knight 
and celebrated ſoldier, ſurrendered upon terms: but, 

Don Pedro Puertocarrero, general of the goleta, was 
made priſoner ; and though he did all that man could 
do, in defence of the place, he was ſo deeply affected 
by the loſs of it, that he died of grief, on the road to 
Conſtantinople, whither they were carrying him captive. 
The general of the fort, whoſe name was Gabrio Cer- 
bellon, a Milaneſe gentleman, a great engineer and ex- 
cellent ſoldier, was likewiſe taken priſoner; and in 
theſe two forts periſhed many perſons of note, among 


whom 
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whom was one Pagan d*Oria, a knight of St. John, a 
1 of a moſt generous diſpoſition, as appeared 

om his exceſſive liberality to his brother the famous 
Juan Andrea d'Oria; and what made his death til] 
more lamentable was, that he periſhed by the hands of 
ſome Arabs, to whom, ſeeing the fort already loſt, he 
truſted himſelf, relying upon their promiſe to carry 
him diſguiſed in a Moorith dreſs, to Tabarca, which is 
a ſmall port or ſettlement belonging to the Genoeſe who 
fiſh for coral on that part of the coaſt ; but, thoſe per- 
fidious Arabs cut off his head, which they carried to 
the general of the Turkiſh navy, who fulfilled upon 
them our Caſtilian Proverb, which imports © that though 
we love the treaſon we abhor the traitor ;* for, it was 
reported, that he ordered them all to be hanged, be- 
cauſe they had not brought him alive. 

Among the chriſtians who were taken in the fort, was 
one Don Pedro de Aguilar, a native of ſome town in 
Andaluſia, who had been an enſign in the garriſon, a 
ſoldier of great worth and rare endowments, particular- 
ly bleſſed with a happy talent for poetry. This cir- 
cumſtance I mention, becauſe it was his fate to belong to 
our galley, where he was my companion at the oar and 
fellow-flave ; and before we departed from that har- 
bour, he compoſed two ſongs, by way of epitaph, upon 
the goleta and the fort. As I have them both by heart, 
I believe it will not be diſageeeable to the company, if 
I repeat them.“ | 
When the captive mentioned Don Pedro de Aguilar, 


Don Fernando looked at his companions, who ſmiled, 


and when the ſtranger was going to repeat the ſongs, 
one of the three ſaid to him, Before you proceed, I 
beg the favour to know what became of that Don Pedro 
de Aguilar?“ “ All that I know of the matter, replied 
the captive, is, that after having ſtaid two years at 
Conſtantinople, he made off in the habit of an * arnaut, 
with a Greek ſpy ; but, I do not know whether or not 
he obtained his liverty ; though I believe he ſucceeded ; 
for, about a year after, I ſaw the ſame Greck at Con- 
ſtantinople, but, I had not an opportunity to inquire 

| , about 


* A Dalmatian trooper, 
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about the ſucceſs of their ſcheme.” „Then I can ſa- 
tisfy you in that particular, reſumed the cavalier ; Don 
Pedro is my brother, and now lives at home, in good 
health and eaſy circumſtances, bleſſed with a wife and 
three hopeful ſons. “ Thanks be to God for the 
reat mercies beſtowed upon him] anſwered the captive ; 
or, in my opinion, there is no happineſs on earth equal 
to that of liberty regained.” <©* Beſides, ſaid the gentle- 
man, I retain in my memory the ſongs which my bro- 
ther compoſed.” << Be ſo good then, replied the ſtran- 
ger, as to entertain the company .with them ; for, 
doubtleſs, you can. repeat them more perfectly than I 
can.” „ With all my heart, ſaid the cavalier, that 
upon the goleta runs thus.“ 


CHAP. XIII. 
The continuation of the captive's hiſtory, 


J. 
E happy ſhades, whoſe deeds renowned 
| Have freed you from encumbring cley; 
From this low ſcene where woes abound, 
Aſcending to eternal day. 
II 


With glorious zeal your boſoms glow'd, 
Your bodies brav'd exceſſive toil; | 

Your blood with that of pagans flow'd, 
To drench the hoſtile, barren ſoil. 

| III. 

Your lives, but not your courage fail'd, 

Death ſanction'd your victorious claim: 

Enjoy, ſtill honour'd and bewail'd, 
Immortal happineſs and fame. 


„ Theſe are the very words which I remember,” 
ſaid the captive. | And, if my memory does not fail 


00 replied the gentleman, the other upon the fort is 
this.“ | | 
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I, 
O! from yon ruins on the deſart plain, 
_ Oppreſs'd with numbers, in th* unequal fight, 
Three thouſand ſouls of chriſtian warriors flain, 
To happier regions wing'd their joyous flight. 


Yet, not before, in vain, they had eſſayed 
The force and vigour of their dauntleſs arms; 
Till wearied and reduc'd, though undiſmay'd, 
They welcom'd _ encompaſs'd with alarms. 
| III. 
On Afric's coaſt, as records tell, 
The ſcene of paſt and preſent woes, 
More valiant bodies never fell, 
More ſpotleſs ſpirits never roſe. 


The ſongs were not diſliked, and the captive rejoi- 
cing at the good fortune of his comrade, proceeded thus, 
in his narration : wy EI 02 

« 'The goleta and forts being taken, the Turks or- 
dered the firſt to be diſmantled, the other being quite 
demoliſhed before it was ſurrendered ; and, that this 


might be done with the leſs trouble and greater diſpatch, 


it was undermined in three parts ; but, they could by 
no means, blow up the old walls, which ſeemed to be 
the weakeſt part ; while that which was executed by 


Fratin, was deſtroyed with great facility. In ſhort, the 
victorious fleet returned in triumph to Conſtantinople, 


where, in a few months, happened the death of my 
maſter Uchali, who went by the name of Uchali Fartax, 
which, in the language of that country, ſignifies the 
Scabby Renegado ; for, ſuch he aQtuall 
is a cuſtom among the Turks, to beſtow epithets upon 
people, derived either from ſome defect or virtue inhe- 
rent in them: this method they practiſe, becauſe they 
have but four families diſtinguiſhed by particular names, 
and theſe are deſcended from the houſe of Ottoman; 
ſo, that the reſt, as I have obſerved, adopt ſome ap- 
pellation either from the blemiſhes of the body, or the 
virtues of the mind. This leper, therefore, tugged at 
the oar, during fourteen years, as ſlave to the grand 
ö | . ſeignior, 


y was, and it 
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ſeignior, and when he was turned of . apoſta- 
tized, out of reſentment againſt a Turk, who ſtruck 
him at the oar, renouncing his religion, that he might 
be able to reyenge the affront, Such was his gallantry 
and conduct, that without practiſing thoſe vile ſteps and 
methods.by which the ſultan's favourites are raiſed, he 
was promoted to the throne of Algiers, and afterwards, 
created general at ſea, which is the third poſt in the 
empire, He was a native of Calabria, a man of good 
miorals, and behaved with great humanity to his ſlaves, 
who, to the number of three thouſand, were at his 
death, in conſequence of his laſt will, divided between 
his renegadoes, and the grand ſeignior, who is alſo coheir 
with the children of all his deceaſed ſubjects. I fell to 
the ſhare of a Venetian, who had been a common ſai- 
lar, when he was taken; and Uchali had ſuch an affec- 
tion for, him, that he enjoyed the greateſt ſhare of his 
fayour, and became the moſt cruel renagado that ever 
was known. This man, whoſe name was Azanaga, ac- 
quired great riches, and even ſucceeded to the crown 
of Algiers, to which place I accompanied him from 
Conſtantinople, with ſome degree of ſatisfaction, at 
the thoughts of being ſo near my own country ; not 
that T intended to ſend home an account of my unhappy 
fate, but, to ſee if fortune would not prove more favour. 
able at Algiers than at Conſtautinople, where I had 
laid a thouſand ſchemes for my eſcape, without having 
an opportunity of putting one of them in execution: 
but, I was in hope of finding at Algiers ſome other 
more effectual means of obtaining that which I fo 
ardently deſired. for, the hope of gaining my liberty 
. never forſook my breaſt : on the contrary, when all 
my. plans, efforts, and expectations miſcarried ; far 
from abandoning myſelf to deſpair, I endeavoured to 
find out ſome new expedient, which tho' ever ſo frail 
and unſubſtantial, ſerved to ſupport my ſpirits, and 
flatter my imagination. 'Thus I made ſhift to live with- 
in a houſe or priſon, called a bath, in which the 
Turks confine the chriſtian captives, whether belon 

ing to the king, or private. perſons, or of that cla 8, 
which they call magazine-ſlaves; theſg are the cap- 
tives of the council, who ſerve the ſtate in public 
Vor, II. | G works, 
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works, and other kinds of day- labour; and find great 
difficulty in obtaining their freedom, becauſe they be- 
Jong to the community, and have no particular maſter 
with whom they can treat concerning their ranſom, 
even tho' they can command money for the purpoſe. 
„In ͤ8theſe barhs, as I have already ſaid, ſome private 
erſons lodge their ſlaves, eſpecially when their ranſom 
is agreed upon; and there they remain ſecure, and at 
their eaſe, until it arrives. Neither do the king's cap- 
tives, who are to be ranſomed, go out to work, with 
the reſt of the crew, except when the money is delayed, 
and then, that they may be induced to write with more 
importunity, they are ſent out with the reſt, to cut 
wood, an office of no ſmall mortification and toil. As 
they knew I had been a captain, I, in vain affured 
them, that I had neither intereſt nor money; they put 
me into the numberof thoſe who were to be ranſomed, 
loading me with a chain, rather to denote my condition 
than to ſecure my perſon ; ſo, that I ſpent my time in 
that bath, among a great many cavaliers and people of 
faſhion, who were thus marked and defigned for ran- 
ſom; and tho' we were ſometimes, nay, almoſt always 
expoſed to hunger and nakedneſs, nothing gave us ſo 
much pain, as to hear and ſee, upon every occaſion, the 
new and unheard-of cruelties which my maſter exer- 
ciſed upon the chriſtians. He was every day, hanging 
one, impaling another, maiming a third, upon ſuch 
light occaſions, frequently without any cauſe aſſigned, 
that the Turks themſelves owned he acted thus out of 
mere wantonneſs of barbarity, as being naturally of a 
ſavage diſpoſition, and an inveterate enemy to the whole 
human race. The perſon who uſed the greateſt free- 
dom with him, was a Spaniſh ſoldier, called ſuch- a- one 
de Saavedra, who, tho' he did many things which thoſe 
ople will not ſoon forget, in attempting to regain his 
iberty, he never gave him one blow, nor ordered him 
once to be chaſtiſed, nor even chid him with one haſty 
word; and yet the leaſt of all his pranks was ſufficient, 
as. we thought, to bring him to the ſtake : nay, he 
himſelf was more than once afraid of being impaled 
Alive, If time would permit, I ceuld here root 
| me 
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ſome of that ſoldier's actions, which, perhaps, might 
entertain and ſurprize you more than the relation of my 
own ſtory. 7 | 7 2 
But, to return to the thread of my narration; juſt 
over the yard of our priſon were the windows of a rich 
and principal Moor; but, according to the cuſtom of 
the country, they were rather like peep- holes than 
windows, and even theſe covered with very thick and 
cloſe lattices. One day I chanced to be on the terrace 
of our jail, with three of my companions, paſſing the 
time, in trying which of us could leap fartheſt, in our 
ſhackles, the reſt of the chriſtians being gone out to 
work ; I caſually lifted up my eyes, and perceived a 
cane with a handkerchief tied to it, held out at theſe lit- 
tle openings I have mentioned, and waving to and fro, 
as if by way of ſignal for ſome of us to go and catch it. 
This object was no ſooner obſerved, than one of my com- 
panions ran haſtily to the place that was directly under 
it, to ſee if the cane would be dropped, or what would 
be the conſequence: but, when he arrived, it was pull. 
ed up, and moved from one ade. to another, as if a 
man ſhould ſignify his diſſent from any propoſal by 
ſhaking his head: when the chriſtian returned, the cane 
Was lowered again, with the ſame motion as at firſt ; 
upon which, another of our company tried the experi- 
ment, but ſucceeded no better than the firſt; a third 
went, and miſcarried like the other two. Obſerving their 
diſappointment, I was reſolved to try my fortune alſo ; 
accordingly, I had no ſooner placed myſelf under the 
cane, than it was dropped, and fell down within the 
bath, juſt at my feet. I ſnatched.it up immediately, 
and untied the handkerchief, in which I found a knot 
containing ten zianiys, which are. pieces of bad gold, 
current among the Moors, each of them valued at ten 
rials of our money. It would be ſuperfluous to ſay that 
I rejoiced at this windfall : indeed my joy was equal to 
my ſurprize; for, I could not conceive from whence 
that preſent could come, eſpecially to me; the circum- 
ſtance of the cane's being refuſed to eyery other perſon, 

_ plainly ſhewing that the favour was intended for me. I 
- pocketed this lucky ſum, broke the cane, returned to 
the terrace and looked at the window, thro' which ap- 


2 peared 
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e a very white hand, that opened the lattice, and 
haſtily ſhut it again: from this circumſtance we under- 
ſtood, or at leaſt imagined, that we owed the preſent 


to ſome lady who lived in that houfe ; and in token of 


thanks, made our obeiſance in the Mooriſh manner, by 
bowing the head, bending the body, and croſſing the 
hands upon the breaſt. - Soon after this ceremony, a 
ſmall croſs made of cane, was held out at the window, 
and immediately withdrawn: a ſignal which confirmed 

us in the opinion, that we were befriended by ſome 
chriſtian woman, who lived as a ſlave in that houſe ; 
but, this ſuppoſition was changed, when we reflected 
upon the whiteneſs of the hand, and the bracelets which 
we had received; and then, we concluded that ſhe 
muſt be one of thoſe chriſtian renegades whom their 


' maſters frequently take to wife, and even think them- 
ſelves fortunate in having ſuch an opportunity; for, 


they eſteem them much more than the women of their 
own nation: but all our conjectures were wide of the 
truth, . Shs 
From this day forward, our whole entertainment was, 
to gaze at the window, as the north, in which the ſtar 
of the cane had appeared : but, full fifteen days elapſed, 
before we had anotber glimpſe either of that or the 
hand, or indeed of any other ſignal : and during this 
interval, tho* we endeavoured Þy all the means in our 
power, to learn who lived in that houſe, and whether 
or not there was a chriſtian renegado in it, we never 
could get any other information but, that it belonged to 
a rich Moor of great note, called Agimorato, who had 
been alcayde of Pata, an office of great honour among 
that people: but, when we leaſt expected another ſhow- 


er of zianiys, the cane re- appeared all of a ſudden, with 


another handkerchief, and a larger knot than before; 
and this occurrence happened as formerly, when none 
but ourſelves were in the bath: we made the uſual ex- 

eriment; each of my three companions, going towards 
it, as at firſt, without ſucceſs until I approached, and 


then it was immediately dropped. I untied the knot, 


within Which I found forty crowns in Spaniſh gold, and 
a paper written in Arabian characters, with a large 
croſs at the head of the page: I kiſſed the ſacred ſign, 

| | put 
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put up the money, returned to the terrace, where we 
made our obeiſance, the hand appeared again, making 
figns that I ſhould read the letter, and then the window 
was ſhut. We were equally pleaſed and perplexed at 
this event; for, none of us underſtood Arabic, and al- 
tho” our impatience to know the contents of the paper 
was very great, the difficulty of finding an interpreter 
was ſtill greater: at length I determined to truſt a re- 
negade, a native of Murcia, who had profeſſed bimſelf 
my friend, and given me ſuch pledges of his fidelity, as 
obliged him to keep any ſecret I ſhould think proper to 
impart ; for, thoſe renegades who intend to return to 
Chriſtendom, uſually carry about with them certifi- 
cates ſigned by the-principal captives, atteſting, in the 
moſt ample form they can deviſe, that ſuch, a- renegade. 
is an honeſt man, who hath always been obliging to 
the chriſtians, and is defirous of making his eſcape with 
the firſt opportunity. Some there are who procure theſe. 
teſtimonials with a good intention; others uſe them oc- 
caſionally, as the inſtruments of their craft; for, going 
to rob and plunder. on the chriſtian coaſts, if they 
ſhould chance to be ſhipwrecked or taken, they produce 
their certificates, and obſerve, that theſe papers will 
ſhew the real deſign of their coming on a cruize with 
Turks, which was no other than to take the firſt occa- 
fon of returning to their native country: by theſe 
means, they eſcape the firſt fury of reſentment, and 
are reconciled to the church, without ſuffering the leaſt 
damage; but, when they ſee their opportunity, they 
return to Barbary, and reaſſume their former way of 
life; whereas, thoſe who procure recommendations 
with a good deſign, make uſe of them accordingly, and 
remain in peace among the chriſtians. Such a renegado 
was this friend, who had obtained certificates from all 
my companions, conceived in the ſtrongeſt terms of 
confidence and applauſe ; for which had he been de- 
tected, the Moors would have burned him alive. I 
knew that he could both ſpeak and write the Arabi- 
an tongue ; but, before I would diſcloſe the whole affair, 
I defired him to read that paper which I had found by 
chance in a corner of my cabin. He opened it accord- 
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cordingly, and having pored and peruſed it a good 
while, muttering between his teeth, I aſked if he under- 
Rood the contents ? He anſwered in the affirmative, 
bidding me, if [ choſe to have the literal meaning, fur- 
niſh him with pen and ink, that he might tranſlate it 
the more exactly. I accordingly accommodated him 
with what he deſired, and when he had made an end of 
the tranſlation at his on leiſure, he ſaid, This that F 
have written in Spaniſh, is the literal meaning of that 
Mooriſh paper; and you are to take notice that where- 
ſoever you meet with the words Lela Marien, they fig- 
nify our lady the bleſſed virgin.“ | 

The paper contained theſe words, When I was a 
« child my father had a woman ſlave, who in my own 
« language, taught me the chriſtian worſhip, and told 
t me divers things of Lela Marien. This chriſtian 
« died, and I am ſure her ſoul did not go to the fire, 
„ but to Alla; for, I ſaw her twice after her death, 

« and ſhe advifed me to go to the land of the chriſti- 
« ans, where I ſhould ſee Lela Marien, by whom I was 
„ beloved. 1 know not which way to go: many chriſ- 
« tians I have ſeen from this window, but, not one who 
« ſeems ſo much a gentleman as. yourſelf. I am 
«© beautiful and young, and have a great deal of money 
jn my poſſeſhon : if thou can'ſt find out any method of 
 **rarrying me to thy country, thou ſhalt there be my 
* huſband, if thou art ſo inclined ; but, if that be con- 
4 trary to thy inclination, I ſhall not be uneaſy, for 
Lela Marien will provide me with a ſpouſe. I write 
* this with my own hand: let no peey read it, but, 
« -ſuch- as you can truſt; Beware of the Moors, for 
they are altogether deceitful ;- therefore, I am very 
% much concerned, for, I would not have it diſcloſed 
« to any perſon whatever; becauſe if it ſhould come 
* to my father's ears, he would inſtantly cauſe me to be 
_ « ſunk in a well, and covered with ſtones, I will faſten 
% a thread to the cane, to which thou may'lt tie thine 
« anſwer; and if thou can'ſt not write Arabic, let me 
„% know by ſigns, for, Lela Marien will help me to un- 
« derſtand them. May ſhe and Alla preſerve thee, by 
« by means of this croſs, which I often kiſs, according 
& to the direction of my deceaſed ſlave.” % 
7% | . 5 ou 
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You may eaſily conceive, gentlemen, whether or not, 


we were ſurprized and rejoiced at the contents of this 
paper. Indeed, the ſymptoms of joy and admiration ap- 
peared ſo plain, in our behaviour, that the renegado 
ſuſpected it was not found by accident, but, aCtually 


written and. addreſſed to one of our company. He ac- 


cordingly intreated us to tell him, if his conjecture was 
true; proteſting that we might e truſt to his fideli- 
ty, and affuring us, if we would favour him with our 
confidence, he would venture his life in procuring our 
freedom, ſo ſaying he pulled from his boſom, a erucifix 
of metal, and, with many tears, ſwore by the God re- 
preſented under the form of that image, in whom he, 


though a wretched ſinner, fully and faithfully believed, 


that he. would be truſty and ſecret in wy? thing we 
ſhould pleaſe to communicate; for, he firmly believed, 
and as it were prognoſticated, that by means of her 
who had written the paper, we ſhould all obtain liberty, 
and he accomplith that which he had ſo much at heart, 
namely, his re-admiſſion into the boſom. of his holy 
mother church, from which he, thro' his ignorance and 
guilt, had been like a rotten member, divided and cut 


off. This declaration he made with ſo many tears and 
ſigns of repentance, that we unanimouſly agreed to en- 
truſt him with the affair, and accordingly, gave him an 
account of every thing that had happened, without ſup- 
preſſing one circumſtance ; and ſhewed him the window 


at which the cane had appeared ; ſo that from thence 
he took his mark of the houſe, reſolving to inform him- 
ſelf,” with great care and caution, of the name and 
quality of thoſe who lived in it, Mean while, we were 


all of opinion, that there was a neceſſity for anſwering 


the billet; and there being a perſon preſent, who could 
perform that office, the renegado that inſtant wrote in 
Arabic what I dictated, which was literally as I ſhall 
now repeat; for, of all the material circumſtances of 


that affair, not one hath eſcapedmy memory, which 
will retainthem all to my laſt breath. In ſhort, this was 


the anſwer which I ſent to the beautiful Moor. 
„My dear lady | 


Mayeſt thou be protected by the true Alla, and 
Ss, 8 that 
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% that bleſſed Mary the real mother of God, who, be- | 
« cauſe ſhe loves thee hath put it into thy heart to go A 
<< to the land of chriſtians : beſeech her therefore, that 85 
4 ſhe will be pleaſed to teach thee how thou mayeſt bs 
« obey her commands; for, ſhe is ſo benevolefit, that 
< ſhe will grant thy requeſt. For my own part, and 
« in behalf of thoſe who are my fellow-priſoners, I 
«c promiſe to ſerve thee with our whole power, even 
* unto death. Fail not to write and give me notice of 
«« what thou ſhalt reſolye to do; and I will always an- 
„ {wer thy letters; for, the great Alla hath favoured 
*“ us with the friendſhip of a chriſtian captive, who 
can ſpeak and write thy language, as thou wilt per- 
<« ceive by this paper: wherefore thou mayeſt commu- 
© nicate oy will and pleaſure to us, without fear. As : 
te to thy offer of becoming my wife, when thou ſhalt be 2 
« ſafely ſettled in the land of the chriſtians, I pledge 

e myſelf thine, on the faith of a good chriſtian; and 

« know that thoſe of our religion perform their pro- 

« miſes more punctually than the Moors, God and 

« his mother Mary, take my dear lady into their holy 

« protection.“ 


This letter being written and ſealed, I waited two 
days until the bath was empty, and then went to the 
uſual place on the terrace, to look for the cane, which 
in a little time appeared. I no ſooner perceived the 
ſign, though I could not ſee who made it, than I held 
up the letter to make her underſtand, that the ſhould 
faſten a thread to the cane; but, that was already done, 
and I tied the paper to it, accordingly. In a little time, 
our ſtar appeared again, loaded with the white flag of 
peace; which being dropt, I took it up, and found, in 
different coins of gold and filver, to the amount of 
fifty crowns, which increaſed our ſatisfaction fifty-fold, 
and confirmed us in the hope of obtaining our freedom, 
That ſame night our tenegade returned, and told us, he 
was informed the houſe was inhabited by that ſame. 
Moor I have mentioned under the name of Agemorato, 
who was exceſſively rich, and had only one daughter 
to inherit his whole fortune; that by the current re- 
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port in the city, ſhe was the moſt beautiful woman in 
Barbary ; and that many of the viceroys, who went 
thither, had demanded her in marriage, but ſhe would 
never yield her conſent ; he likewiſe underſtood that 
ſhe had once a chriſtian ſlave, who had died ſome time 
ago : ſo, that all theſe circumſtances agreed with the 
contents of her letter. We then conſulted with the 
renegado, about the means of tranſporting ourſelves, 
with the Mooriſh lady, into Chriſtendom ; and at 
length, we came to the reſolution of waiting for another 
intimation from Zorayda, which is the name of her who 
now defires to be called Maria; for, we plainly perceiv- 
ed, that by means of her and no other, we ſhould be 
enabled to ſurmount all the difficulties that occurred. 

Having come to this determination, the renegado 
bade us give ourſelves no uneaſineſs, for, he would ei- 
ther procure our liberty or forfeit his own life, The bath 
| being full of people, during four days, no cane appear- 
ed all that time, at the end of which the uſual ſolitude 
prevailing, we perceived it with a handkerchief ſo preg- 
nant as to promiſe a molt happy birth. I ſtood under 
it ; the whole was dropped as uſual and I found in the 
handkerchief another paper, with one hundred crowns - 
in gold, without any mixture of other coin. The rene- 
gado being then preſent, we carried him to our cabin, 
where we deſired him to read the letter, which he in- 
terpreted in theſe words : 


«c 
cc 
cc 
ce 
«c 
«c 
cc 
40 


I know not, dear fir, how to give directions about 
our paſſage into Spain; nor hath Lela Marien told 
me, though I have earneſtly implored her aſſiſtance. 
But, what may be eaſily effected is this: I will, from 
this window, furniſh you with a great quantity of 
money; fo, that you may ranſom yourſelf and your 


companions, and going to the land of chriſtians, pur- 


chaſe a bark, with which you may return for the 
reſt; and you will find me in my father's garden, 
which is by the gate of Barbazon, cloſe to the ſea- 
fide. There I ſhall be during the whole ſummer with 
my father and ſervants, and from thence you may, in 

the night, carry me to the bark, without fear. Pit. 
remember thou ſhalt 


be my huſband ;.' otherwife'T 


« will 


G5 


counted a caſe which had lately happened to ſome 
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*« will pray to Marien to'chaſliſe thee. If thou canſt 
* depend upon no other perſon for purchafing the bark, 
« ranſom thyſelf for that purpoſe. I know thou wilt 
«© be more apt than any other body to return. becauſe 
1 thou art a gentleman and a chriſtian, Be ſure to in- 
« form thyſelf well, about the garden. When [I ſee 
«© thee walking where thou art at preſent, I fhall know 
« the bath is empty, and provide thee with more mo- 
os ney. | | 

: « Alla preſerve thee, my dear gentleman.” 


+ Theſe were the contents and purport of the ſecond 
paper, which being read in preſence of us all, each 
propoſed himſelf as the perſon to be ranſomed, promi- 
ſing to go and return with the utmoſt punctuality; I 
likewiſe offered myſelf for that purpoſe. But, the re- 
negado oppoſed the propoſal, ſaying, that he could by 
nomeans conſent that one ſhould be ſet free, before we 
had all obtained our liberty; becauſe experience had 
taught him, how ill thoſe who are free, perform tbe 
promiſes they have made 1n their captivity : for, priſo- 
ners of note had often practiſed the expedient of ran- 
ſoming one of their number, to go to Valencia or Ma- 
jorca, with money to purchaſe an armed bark, and re- 
turn for his companions ; but, they never ſaw his face 
again: for, having once obtained his own liberty, the 
dread of loſing it again, by returning, blots all manner 
of obligations out of his remembrance. As a confirma- 
tion of the truth of what he alledged, he briefly re- 


' chriſtian gentlemen, attended with the ſtrangeſt cir- 
cumitances eyer known even 1n theſe parts, where the 
moſt uncommon and ſurprizing events occur almoſt eve- 
ry day. In ſhort, he told us, the moſt praCticable and 
prudent ſcheme was, to give him the money we ſhould 
receive for our ranſom, with which he would purchaſe 
a bark at Algiers, under pretence of becoming merchant, 
and trading to Tetuan, and the other places on that 
coaſt; and that being maſter of the veſſel, he would 
ſoon contrive' the means of diſengaging us from the 
bath, and getting us all on board: eſpecially if the 
Mooriſh lady ſhould perform her promiſe in ſupplying 
35 | ; | | us 


- . 


Chap. 13: DON QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHa. 1 55 
us with money ſufficient to pay the ranſom of our whole 
company; in which caſe, being no longer ſlaves, we 
might embark with the greateſt eaſe and ſafety, even at 
noon-day. The greateſt difficulty that occurred, was the 
backwardneſs of the Moors, to allow a renegade to pur- 
chaſe or command a veſſel, unleſs it be a large cruizer 
for pirating z becauſe they ſuſpeQ, eſpecially, if he be a 
Spaniard, that his ſole motive in buying a ſmall bark, 
is to make his eſcape into Chriſtendom ; but, he under- 
took to remedy that inconvenience, by giving a ſhare 
of the bark and profits of the merchandize to a Tanga- 
rin Moor; by which means, he ſhould be maſter of the 
bark, and of conſequence, have it in his power to ac- 
compliſh the whole affair. 
Although, in the opinion of me and my companions, . 
there was no better plan than that of ſending to Ma- 
jorca for a bark, as the Mooriſh lady had propoſed, we 
durſt nor contradict the ſentiments of the renegado, 
leſt, he, being diſobliged by our acting contrary to his 
intention, ſhould make a diſcovery of our correſpon- 
dence with the fair Moor, and endanger not only- 
our lives, but alſo that of Zorayda, for which we 
would have - willingly ſacrificed our own, - We there 
fore, determined to rely upon God and the renegado; 
and immediately wrote an anſwer to Zorayda, import- 
ing, that we would adhere in every thing to her advice, 
which was as prudent as if it had been dictated by Lela 
Marien: and that it depended ſolely upon her, either 
to haſten or retard the negotiation : pledging my faith 
anew, to become her ſpouſe. In conſequence of this 
intimation, the very next day, when the bath bappened 
to be empty, ſhe at different times, by means of the 
cane and *handkerchief, tranſmitted two thouſand ' 
crowns in gold, with a paper ſignifying, that on the 
firſt. juma, which is Friday, ſhe thould ſet out for her 
father's garden, but, before her departure, ſupply us 
with more money; and deſired us to inform her, if we 
ſhould find that inſufficient ; for, the would give us 
as much as we could defire, her father having ſuch - 
vaſt ſums, that he would never be ſenſible of what ſhe 
took, eſpecially as all his keys were in her poſſe hon. 
We immediately accommodated the renegado with five 


hundred 
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hundred crowns, for the purchaſe of the bark : with 
eight hundred more I ranfomed myſelf, depoſiting the 
money with a Valentian merchant then reſiding at Al- 
giers, who bargained for my ranſom with the king, and 
obtained my freedom, upon giving his word to pay the 
money, on the arrival of the firſt ſhip from Valencia: 
for, if he had paid it immediately, the king would have 
ſuſpected that the ranſom. had been ſome time at Al- 
giers, and that the merchant had hitherto detained it 
for his own convenience. In ſhort, my maſter was fo 
"contentious, that I durſt, by no means, diſburſe the 
money at once. On the Thurſday before the fair Zo- 
rayda removed to her father's country-houſe, ſhe gave 
us another thouſand crowns, and apprized us of her 
departure; intreating me, as ſoon as I ſhould be ran- 
ſomed, to make myſelf acquainted with her father's 
garden, and find ſome opportunity of going thither to 
ſce her. I anſwered, in few words, that 1 would obey 
her in every thing, deſiring ſhe would fervently recom- 
mend us to Lela Marien in all thoſe prayers which the 
had learned of the ſlave. | | 
This affair being tranſacted, means were concerted 
for ranſoming my three companions ; leſt, ſeeing me at 
liberty and themſelyes contined, ſince I had money 
enough to procure their freedom, they ſhould be cha- 
grined, and tempted by the devil, to do ſomething to the 
rejudice of Zorayda : for, although their honour and 
integrity might have ſecured me againſt any ſuch appre- 
henſion, I would not run the ſmalleſt riſk, and there- 
fore took care they ſhould be ranſomed by the ſame ca- 
nal through which my hberty was obtained ; depoſiting 
the whole ſum required, in the merchant's hands, that 
he might, with more certainty and confidence, act the 
art of the bondſman ; though we never diſcloſed to 
Pim our ſecret commerce with Zorayda, for fear of 
what might happen. 


CH AP. .. | 
The continuation of the captive's adventures. 


EFOR E fifteen days had elapſed, our renegado 
B had purchaſed a ſtout veſſel, capable of contain- 


ing 


+ 
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ing thirty perſons at leaſt ; and to ſecure what he had 
done with a favourable pretext, he made a voyage to a 


place called Sarge], about thirty leagues from Algiers, 


towards the coaſt of Oran, where there is a great traffic 
of dried figs : and he made two or three trips of this 
kind, in company with the Tagarin Moor already men- 
tioned. The Moors of Arragon are, in Barbary, called 
Tagarins, and thoſe of Grenada go by the name of 
Mudajares ; though theſe laſt are, in the kingdom of 
Fez, called Elches, being the people whom the king 
chiefly uſes in his wars, I ſay then, in every paſſage 
the renegado brought his bark to an anchor in a ſmall 


creek, within two bow-ſhots of Agimorato's garden; 


and there purpoſely employed himſelf and his Mooriſh 
rowers in practiſing the * Zala; or attempted that in 


jeſt, which he intended to execute in earneſt, He 


went frequently to Zorayda's garden, on pretence of 


aſking fruit, which he always received from her father, 
though he did not know him : but, although as he af- 
terwards owned, he wanted to ſpeak with Zorayda, 
and tell her he was the perſon appointed by me, to 
carry her off to the land of the chriſtians, that ſhe 
might be ſatisfied and ſecure of his fidelity ; he never 
bad an opportunity of executing his deſign 3 for, the 
Mooriſh women avoid the fight of their own country- 
men and the Turks, unleſs when they are commanded 
to appear, by their parents and huſbands ; though they 
talk and converſe with chriſtian captives, even more 
freely than decency allows. I ſhould have been ve 
much concerned, had he ſpoke with her, becauſe it 
would, perhaps, have given her great uneaſineſs, to ſee 
renegades entruſted with the affair ; but God, who or- 
dained all for the beſt, gave him no opportunity of ful- 
filling his well-meaning intention. 

Perceiving how ſecurely he traded to and from Sargel, 
and anchored when, where, and how he pleaſed, his 
partner ſubmitting to his direction, in all things; and 
that I being ranſomed, there was nothing wanted but 
ſome chriſtians to row, he defired me to pick out thoſe 
who ſhould accompany me, excluſive of my friends who 


Were 


® Zala or Sala, is the Mooriſh ſalutation. 
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were ranſomed, and beſpeak them for the Friday fol- 
lowing, which he had appointed for the day of our de- 
parture. Seeing him thus determined, I ſpoke to a 
dozen Spaniards, all of them able-bodied rowers, and 
people who could eaſily get out of the city: and in- 
deed, it was no ſmall difficulty, to find ſo many at that 
conjuncture; for, no fewer than twenty gallies being 
then out. upon the cruize, almoſt all the rowers were 
employed, ſo that I ſhould not have found thoſe I have 
mentioned, had not their maſter ſtaid at home, that 
ſummer, to finiſh a veſſel which he had on the ſtocks. 
All I ſaid to them was, that next Friday in the even- 
ing, they ſhould flily flip out of the city, one by one, 
and betake themſelves to Agimorato's garden, where 
they ſhould wait my coming; and I directed every one 
by himſelf, if he ſhould meet with other chriſtians at 
the rendezvous, to ſay nothing, but, that I had ordered 

bim to wait ſor me in that place. | 
This point being ſettled, another precaution {till more 
neceſſary, remained untaken; this was to advertiſe 
Zorayda of the fituation of our affairs, that ſhe might 
be prepared and guarded againſt ſurprize, at our ſudden 
aſſault, before ſhe could think it poſſible that the chriſ- 
tian bark was arrived. Reſolved, therefore, to ſee 
and ſpeak with her, if poſſible, one day before our de- 
parture, I went to the garden, on pretence of gathering 
ſome herbs; and the firſt perſon I met was her father, 
who ſpoke to me in a language uſed through all Bar- 
bary, and even at Conſtantinople, between the cap- 
tives and the Moors; it is neither Arabic. nor Caſtilian, 
nor indeed pecuhar to any nation, but a mixture of dif- 
ferent tongues, by which we make ſhift to underſtand 
each other. I ſay, he aſked in this ſort of jargon, who I 
was, and what I wanted in his garden ? I anſwered, 
that I was a ſlave belonging to Arnaute Mami, who I 
knew to be an intimate Fiend of his; and that I want- 
ed a few herbs for a ſallad. In conſequence of this an- 
ſwer, he inquired whether or not I was to be ranſom- 
ed, and what my maſter demanded for my freedom ? 
And while we were thus converſing together, the fair 
Zorayda came out into the garden, She had already 
| | perceived 
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rceived me from a window: of the houſe, and, as the 
Mooriſh women make no ſcruple of ſhewing themſelves 
to chriſtians, with whom, as I have already obſerved, 
they are not at all ſhy, ſhe, without any heſitation, 
walked towards the place, where I was ſtanding with 
her father, who no ſooner ſaw her, than he called at a 
diſtance, deſiring her to come up. It would be a 
difficult taſk for me, at preſent, to deſcribe the exceed- 
ing beauty, the genteel mien, the gay and rich orna- 
ments with which my beloved Zorayda then. preſented 
herſelf before mine eyes: I ſhall only obſerve, that the 
pearls about her beauteous neck and ears, outnum- 
s the hairs of her head. On her ancles, which 
were bare, according to the cuſtom of the country, ſhe 
wore carcaxes, (by which name the bracelets for the 
feet are called in the Moriſco language, ) of the pureſt 
gold, ſet with ſuch a quantity of diamonds, that ſhe 
afterwards told me, her father valued them at twenty 
thouſand ducats; and thoſe ſhe wore upon her wriſts 
were of equal richneſs. The pearls, though in ſuch a 
vaſt, number were extremely fine ; for, the greateſt 
pride and magnificence of the Mooriſh women lie in 
pearls and embroidery z conſequently, there is a great- 
er quantity of pearls and ſeed-pearls, in Barbary, than 
in all the other nations of the world, and Zorayda's 
father had the reputation of poſſeſſing the great 
eſt number and the beſt in Algiers, together with 
a fortune of two hundred thouſand Spaniſh crowns, 
of all which ſhe, who is now mine, was once miſtreſs. 
Whether, with the aſſiſtance of all theſe ornaments, 
ſhe appeared beautiful or not, and what ſhe muſt have 
been in her proſperity, may be conjectured by what re- 
mains after the great fatigues ſhe hath undergone ; for, 
it is well known, that the beauty of ſome women hath 
its days and ſeaſons, and is diminiſhed or increaſed ac- 
cording to the circumſtances that happen ; being im- 
proved or impaired, nay, often totally deſtroyed, by the 
paſſions of the mind, In ſhort, ſhe approached in all 
the pomp of dreſs, and all the exceſs of beauty ; at leaſt 
to me, ſhe ſeemed the moſt beautiful creature I had 
ever ſeen, which circumſtance, joined to the obligati- 
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ons I lay under, made me look upon her as an angel 
ſent from heaven, for my delight and deliverance. 
When ſhe came up, her father told her, in their own 
language, that I was a captive belonging to his friend 
Arnaute Mami, and had come for a ſallad; upon which 
ſhe took up the diſcourſe, and in that jumble of lan- 
guages before mentioned, aſked if I was a gentleman 
and why I did not ranſom myſelf ? I anſwered, that 
I was already ranſomed, and that ſhe might ſee in what 
eſteem I was with my maſter, by the ſum he received 
for my freedom, which was no lefs than fifteen bun- 
dred ſultanins. Lo this obſervation, ſhe replied, © Tru- 
ly, if thou hadſt belonged to my father, he 
(ould not have parted with thee for twice the ſum ; 
for, you chriſtians always diſſemble, and call yourſelves 
poorer than you =_ are, with a view of impoſing 
upon the Moors.“ «© That may be ſometimes the caſe, 
madam, ſaid I, but I adhered to the-truth, in bargain- 
ing with my maſter, and will deal honeſtly with all man- 


kind.“ She then aſked how ſoon I intended to depart ; 


and I anſwered, ** To-morrow, I believe : there is a 
French ſhip in the harbour, to fail in the morning, and 
I have ſome thoughts of taking my paſſage on board of 
her. Had not you better ſtay till the arrival of a 
veſſel from Spain, ſaid Zorayda, than truſt yourſelf 
with the French, who are no good friends of yours?“ 
% No, Madam, anſwered I, though, as there is a Spa- 
niſh ſhip expected, if ſhe arrives immediately, I believe 
I ſhall wait for her : but, it is more likely that I ſhall 
fail to-morrow ; for, the defire T have to fee myſelf in 
my native country, with thoſe I love, is too ſtrong to 
let me wait for any other convenience, let it be ever ſo 
good.” © Without doubt, ſaid Zorayda, thou art 


married in thy own country, and therefore deſirous of 
being with thy wife.” „IJ am not yet wedded, I repli- 


ed; but, under promiſe of being married at my return.” 
« And is the woman beautiful to whom thou haſt 
pledged thy faith?“ ſaid ſhe. © So beautiful, anſwered 
I, that to compliment her, and tell thee the truth, ſhe 

is the exact reſemblance of thyſelf.” 
Her father laughed heartily at this declaration, ſay- 
ing, Truly chriſtian, ſhe mult be very n.. we 
5 eed, 
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deed, if ſhe reſerpbles my daughter, who is the moſt 
beautiful woman in this kingdom ; look at her, and 
thou wilt ſee whether or not f ſpeak truth. 

In the greateſt part of this converſation, Agimorato 
ſerved as interpreter for his daughter, he being better 
acquainted with this ſpurious language, which tho? ſhe 
underſtood a little, in conſequence of its being much 
ſpoke among the Moors, ſhe explained her meaning by 
ſigns, oftener than by words. 

While we were engaged in this and other ſuch con- 
verſation, a Moor ran towards us, crying aloud, that 
four Turks having got thro” the pales, or leaped over 
the garden-wall, were gathering the fruit, tho' it was 
not yet ripe, At this information the old man and Zo- 
rayda ſtarted ; for, the Moors are commonly, and as 
it were naturally, afraid of the Turks, eſpecially the 
ſoldiers, who are ſo infolent and imperious to their 
Mooriſh ſubjects, that they treat them worſe than if 
they were ſlaves. Accordingly, the father ſaid to Zo- 
rayda, “Daughter, retire to the houſe, and lock thy- 
ſelf up, while I go and talk to thoſe dogs; and thou, 
chriſtian, (turning to 8 zather thy herbs, and depart 
in peace; and Alla ſend thee ſafe into thy own coun- 
try.“ I made my obeiſance, and he went in ſearch of 
the Turks, leaving me alone with Zorayda, who pre- 
tended to go homeward, according to her father's de- 
ſire; but no ſooner was he out of ſight, among the 
trees of the garden, than ſhe came back, with her cyes 
drowned in tears, ſaying, „ Amexi, chriſtiano, 
amext !” the fignification.ot which addreſs, is, Thou 
art going away, chriſtian, thou art going away!“ 
* Yes, madam, anſwered I, but, by no means without 
you : on the next 2 expect me, and be not afraid 
when you ſee us; for we ſhall certainly go to the land 
of the chriſtians.” I made ſhift to expreſs myſelf in 
ſuch a manner, that ſhe underſtood this, and every thing 
elſe that I ſaid; and throwing her arm about my neck, 
began to walk towards the houſe, with a flow and 
faultering pace: but, it pleaſed fortune, which might 
have proved very unlucky, had not heaven otherwiſe or- 
dained, that while we walked in this attitude, with her 
arm about my neck, we were obſerved by her father 
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we immediately perceived ourſelves diſcovered. Ne- 
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on his return from having ſent away the Turks; and 


vertheleſs, Zorayda, prompted by her diſcretion and- 
preſence of mind, would not take her arm from my 
neck; but, on the contrary, coming cloſer to me, let 
her head drop upon my boſom, and —— ſink un- 
der her, as if ſhe was fainting: while I ſeemed to ſup- 
port her with a ſort of ſtrained civility. 

The father ſecing his daughter in this ſituation, ran- 
towards us with great concern, and aſked what was the 
matter: but, ſhe making no reply, Doubtleſs, ſaid 
he, ſhe hath fainted with the fright occaſioned by the 
inſolence of thoſe dogs. Then, taking her out of my 
arms, he ſupported her in his own ; while ſhe, fetching. 
a deep ſigh, the tears ſtill continuing in her eyes, re- 
peated, Amexi, chriſtiano, amex i: * Begone 
chriſtian, begone,” „ There is no neceſſity for the 
chriſtian's departure, ſaid the father, he hath done thee 
no harm; and as the Turks are gone already, be not 


diſturbed : thou haſt no cauſe to be uneaſy ; for, as I 


have already ſaid, the Turks, at my intreaty, went out 
as they had come in.” Indeed, fir, ſaid I, they have 
diſcompoſed her very much, as you obſerve ; but ſince 
the deſires me to go, I will not ſtay to give offence. 
Peace be with you, I will, with your permiſſion, re- 


turn to this garden, for herbs, if they ſhould be wan- 


ted; for, my maſter ſays there are none better to be 
found in any other place,” Thou mayeſt come as 
often as thou wilt, anſwered Agimorato : what my 
daughter ſays, is not out of reſentment againſt thee, or 
any other chriſtian ; but, inſtead of bidding the Turks 
begone, ſhe applied the words to thee, or elſe thought 
it was time for thee to go and gather thy herbs.” I 
then took leave of them both; and ſhe, as if her ſoul 
had been rent from her body, went away with her fa- 


ther, while I, on pretence of culling my ſallad, went 
round the whole garden, at my pleaſure, obſerving all 


the entries and outlets, together with the ſtrength of the 
houſe, and every convenience that might tend to faci- 

litate our purpoſeQ. ; 
Having thus reconnoitred, I went and communicated 
my- obſervations to the renegado, and the reſt of my 
_ companions, 


— 
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companions, longing eagerly for the hour of ſeeing my- 
felf —— of the bleſſing which Senne 
preſented in the beauteous and charming Zorayda. At 
length, the intervening time elapſed, and the long 
wiſhed- for day and period arrived, when all of us, fol- 
lowing the order and plan which had been often can- 
vaſſed, and at laſt ſettled, after the moſt mature delibe- 
ration, our defires were Happily accompliſhed, On the 
Friday, after F had fpoke with Zorayda, Morrena- 
go, which was the renegade's name, anchored his bark 
right oppoſite to the place where my charming miſtreſs 
reſided; and the chriſtians who were to row, in conſe- 
quence of my directions, lay already concealed in dif- 
ferent corners, all around the place, waiting for me 
with impatience, joy and deſire of attacking the veſſel 
which was in view; for, they were ignorant of our 
confederacy with the renegade, and believed that they 
muſt win and maintain their liberty, by force of arms, 
in killing all the Moors who belonged to the bark: 
wherefore, as ſoon as I and my companions appeared, 
thoſe who were hid came and joined us immediately, 
about the time when the city-gates were ſhut ; ſo that 
not a ſoul was to be ſeen in the fields. Being all met 
together, we were in ſome doubt, whether we ſhould 
£0 immediately for Zorayda, or firſt of all ſecure the 

ooriſh rowers belonging to the bark. While we heſi- 
tated on this point, the renegado arriving, aſked what 
we waited for; obſerving, that now was the time, the 
Moors being altogether unguarded, and the greateſt 
part of them actually aſleep : we told him the ſubject 


of our doubt ; . which, he aſſured us, that it was of 


the greateſt conſequence to make ourſelyes firſt maſters 


of the bark, a precaution which might be eaſily taken, 


without running the leaſt hazard ; and then we could 
go in queſt of Zorayda, with greater ſecurity. His 
advice was unanimouſly approved: and therefore with- 
out further delay, we followed. him as guide to the veſ- 
ſel, into which he leaped, and drawing a ſcymitar, 
called in the Mooriſh language, Let none of you ſtir, 
on pain of death.” The chriſtians were at his back in 
an inſtant ; while the Moors being naturally puſillani- 
mous, hearing their maſter talk in this wane? 1-47 
. ſeized 
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ſeized with conſternation; and as there were few or no 
arms on board, ſuffered themſelves, without the leaſt 
reſiſtance, to be fettered by the chriſtians, who per- 
formed this office with infinite dexterity and diſpatch, 
threatening to put them all to the ſword, if any one of 
them ſhould rajſe his voice, or attempt to make the 
leaſt noiſe. - HEL" | 
This ſcheme being executed, we left one half of our 
number to guard them, and with the reſt, uſing the 
renegado ſtill as our guide, went to Agimorato's gar- 
den door, which fortunately opened with as much eaſe 


as if it had not been locked; ſo that, without being 


perceived, we proceeded to the houſe with great ſilence 
and compoſure, The adorable Zoraydo, who ſtood 
waiting for us, at a window, no ſooner perceived peo- 
ple at the door, than ſhe aſked if we were Nazarini, 
which in their language ſignifies chriſtians ? I replied 
in the affirmative, deſiring her to come down: when 
ſhe knew my voice, ſhe made no delay, but, without 
anſwering one ſyllable, came down in a moment, open- 
ed the door, 5 appeared ſo beautiſul and richly dreſ- 
ſed, as to ſurpaſs all deſcription; Tranſported at the 
ſight, I took her hand and kiſſed it moſt devoutly : the 
renegado, and my two companions, did the ſame, and 
the reſt, tho' ignorant of the occaſion, followed our ex- 
ample, thinking we expreſſed our thanks, and acknow- 
ledgments to her as the inſtruments of our deliverance. 
The renegado aſked, in the Moriſco tongue, if her fa- 
ther was in the houſe ? and ſhe aſſuring him, that he was 
aſleep in his own apartment; Then it will be neceſſa- 
ry, ſaid Morrenago, to wake and carry him off, together 
with every thing of value, in this agreeable habitation.” 
„Touch not my father, ſaid ſhe, and take my word 
for it, there is nothing valuable in-this houſe but what 
I have ſecured, which is enough to make you all rich 


and happy: ſtay alittle, and thou ſhalt fee.” 


So ſaying, ſhe went back into the houſe, - proteſting 
ſhe would immediately return, and defiring us to make 
no noiſe. I then aſked the renegade what bad paſſed 
between them, and when he told me, charged him to 
do nothing that ſhould be diſagreeable to Zorayda, who 
ſoon returned with a coffer ſo full of golden 1 

| that 
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that ſhe could ſcarce ſupport the weight : but, our evil 
fortune ordained that her father ſhould wake in the 
interim, and hear a noiſe in the garden; upon which 
he ſtarted up and running to the window, no ſooner 
rceived that we were all chriſtians, than he began to 
awl, in Arabic, with vaſt vociferation, ** Chriſtians! 
chriſtians ! thieves ! thieves !”” and his cries threw us 
all into the utmoſt terror and confuſion : however, the 
renegado ſeeing the danger we were in, and how much 
it imported him to atchieve the enterprize, without be- 
ing detected, ran up to Agimorato, with infinite agi- 
lity, being accompanied with ſome others of our com- 
pany, as I could not leave Zorayda, who by this time 
had fainted in my arms: in ſhort, thoſe who entered 
the houſe managed him ſo well, that in a moment the 
brought him down, with his hands tied, and an hand- 
kerchief in his mouth, to hinder him from crying, threa- 
tening all the while, that if he preſumed to ſpeak, it 
would coſt him his life. His daughter covered her 
eyes, that ſhe might not ſee her father in that condi- 
tion; While he was aſtoniſhed at fight of her, little 
thinking how willingly ſhe had put herſelf in our pow- 


er; and our feet being then more neceſſary than our 


hands, we, with great induſtry and diſpatch, returned to 


the veſſel, where we were * with impatience by 


thoſe we had left, who had 
with ſome miſchance. 

Before two hours of the night had elapſed, we were 
all ſafe on board, where we untied the hands of Zoray- 
da's father, and took the handkerchief out of his mouth; 
tho* the renegado commanded him again to be ſilent, 
on pain of death. Seeing his daughter alſo in our pow- 
er, he began to ſigh moſt bitterly, more eſpecially as he 
perceived her lie quietly in my arms, without reſiſting, 


egun to fear we had met 


complaining, or the leaſt appearance of conſtraint : but, 


he was fain to hold his tongue, leſt the renegado 
ſhould put his repeated threats in execution. Zorayda 
now ſeeing us embarked, and on the point of manning 
theoars, while her father and the other Moors remain- 
ed priſoners among us, deſired the renegado would be 
ſo good as to diſmiſs the Moors, and ſet her father at 
liberty; for, ſhe would rather throw herſelf into _ 

ea, 
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Tea, than behold a parent whom ſhe loved ſo much, 
dragged into captivity on her account. Morrenago 
having made me acquainted with her requeſt, I conſent- 
ed to the propoſal ; but, he ſaid it was by no means 
expedient, becauſe, ſhould we leave them there, they 
would inſtantly alarm both town and country ; ſo that 
ſome light frigates would be ſent out in purſuit of us, 
and then we ſhould be ſo beſet, both by ſea and land, 
that it would be impoſſible for us to eſcape : he pro- 
poſed, therefore, to ſet them at liberty, on the firſt 
chriſtian land he ſhould make. We were all of the 
ſame opinion, which was alſo embraced by Zorayda, 
to whom he_ imparted the reaſons which hindered us 
from complying immediately with her defire : then each 
of our valiant rowers laid hold of his oar with joy, 
filence, and alacrity, and recommending ourſelves to the 
protection of God, we took our departure, directing 
our courſe towards the iſland of Majorca, which was 
the neareſt chriſtian land; but, the north wind begin- 
ning to blow, and the ſea becoming rough, it was im- 
poſſible to ſteer our courſe, and we were obliged to row 
along ſhore, towards Oran, not without great apprehen- 
fion of being diſcovered from the town of Sargel, which 
lies upon that coaſt, about ſixty miles from Algiers ; 
we were alſo afraid of meeting, in thoſe parts, with 
ſome of thoſe galleys which frequently come thither 
from Tetuan to trade; tho* each of us ſingly, and all 
of us together, preſumed, that if we could fall in with 
a merchant veſſel not fitted out, or manned for a cor- 
ſair, far from loſing our liberty again, we ſhould make 
ourſelves maſters of a ſhip, in which we might perform 
our voyage with more ſecurity. While we thus coaſt- 
ed along, Zorayda lay with her head in my boſom, that 
ſhe might not ſee her father in diſtreſs; and I could 
hear her imploring Lela Marien to aſſiſt us in our de- 


ſign. | 

"When we had rowed about thirty miles, day break- 
ing, diſcovered that we were about three gun ſhots 
diſtant from the ſhore of a deſart country, where not a 
ſoul appeared to detect us: but, for all that, we plied 
bard to get a little farther off to ſea, which was now 
ſomewhat 
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ſomewhat calmer; and having made about two leagues, 
directed the men to row by turns, that we might refreſh 
ourſelves with the proviſions, of which we had plenty 
in the bark; but, the rowers ſaid, it was then no time 
to be idle, and deſired the reſt to bring them victuals, 
which they would eat while at work, proteſting that 
they would by no means quit their oars : this hint was 
accordingly taken, and a freſh gale ſpringing up, we 
were obliged to lay aſide our oars, and make fail di- 
realy for Oran ; for, it was impoſſible to follow an 
other courſe : and this method proved ſo expeditious, 
that we failed at the rate of eight miles in an hour, 
without any other dread than that of falling'in with 
ſome corſair. We ordered ſome. viCtuals to be given to 
the Moors, who were conſoled by the renegado's telling 
them, as they were not flaves, they ſhould have their 
freedom with the firſt opportunity : the ſame decla- 
ration he made to Zorayda's father, who anſwered, 
« might expect any other favour from your genero- 
ſity and courteous behaviour, O chriſtians ! but, you 
muſt not think me ſo ſimple as to believe you will give 
me my freedom; for, you would never have run ach 
riſque in depriving me of it, with a view of reftoring jt 
io liberally ; eſpecially when you know who I am, 
and the advantage you may reap from my ranſom, 
which, if you will now propoſe, I here promiſe to pay 
your utmoſt demand, for myſelf and this unhappy 
daughter, or for her alone, who is the better part of my 
So ſaying, he wept with ſuch bitterneſs, as moved us 
all to compaſſion, and obliged Zorayda to lift up her 
eyes, when ſeeing the tears trickle down from his aged 
cheeks, ſhe was melted, and riſing from the place where 
I ſupported her, went to embrace her father; then 
joining her face to his, the two uttered ſuch a tender 
lamentation, as drew tears of ſympathy from the eyes 
of almoſt all thoſe who heard it; but, when Agimorato 
PER her ſo gayly dreſſed, with all her jewels about 
er, he ſaid with ſome ſurprize, in their language, 
<< What is the meaning of this finery, my child ? Laſt 
night, before this terrible misfortune happened, I ſaw 
thee in thy ocdinary and common dreſs ; but now, tho” 


thou 
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thou hadſt neither time, nor any happy tidings to ſo- 
lemnize with ſuch ornaments and finery, I ſee thee deck - 
ed in all the richeſt apparel I could contrive or beſtow 
upon thee, while fortune was much more favourable 
than at preſent! Anſwer me in that particular, at which 
I am more concerned and ſurprized, than at the miſhap 
which hath befallen us?“ The renegado interpreted to 
us all that the Moor ſaid to his daughter, who made 
no anſwer to his queſtion: but, when he ſaw on one - 
fide of the bark, the coffer in which ſhe uſed to keep. 


her jewels, which he. thought had been left at Algiers, 


when he moved to his country-houſe, he was ſtill more 
confounded, and aſked how that caſket had fallen into 
our hands, and what it contained? To this queſtion 
the renegado replied, without waiting for Zorayda's an- 
ſwer ; “ You need not weary yourſelf, ſignor in put- 
ting ſo many queſtions to your daughter; for, I can 
ſatisfy you, in one one word : know then, that Zorayda 


is a chriſtian; that ſhe hath filed off our chains, and 


converted our captivity into freedom ; that ſhe came hi- 
ther of her own accord, and is now, I believe, as well 
ſatisfied with her preſent condition as one delivered 
from darkneſs to light, from death to life, and from af- 
fliction to triumph.” © Daughter, cried the Moor, is 
that which he affirms, true?“ „Ves,“ replied Zorayda. 
That thou art actually a -chriſtian, and the very per- 
ſon who hath put thy 3 into the hands of his ene- 
mies ?“ reſumed the old man. „I am a chriſtian, tis 
true, ſaid Zorayda, but, not the perſon who reduced you 
to this ſituation ; for, my deſire never extended fo far as 
either to leave or render you unhappy, my ſole inten- 
tion being to provide for my own welfare.” “ And 
how haſt thou provided for it, my child?“ replied the 
father.“ Put that queſtion to Lela Marien, ſaid ſhe, 
who will inform you better than I can.” | 
Scarce had theſe words reached the ears of Agimo- 
rato, than, with incredible agility, he darted. himſelf 
headlong into the ſea, where without all doubt, he 
muſt have periſhed, had not his large intangling robes 
helped to keep him afloat. Zorayda ſhrieking, begged 


we would fave her father ; upon which we all exerted 


ourſelves, 


— — r ee 


Chap. 14- DON QUIXOTE DN La MAancHa. 169 
ourſelves, and laying hold of his upper garment, pulled 
him on board, already half drowned, and deprived of 
all ſenſation; when ſhe was ſo much affected with his 
condition, that ſhe uttered a moſt tender and doleful 
lamentation over him, as if he had been actually dead. 
Having turned him upon his face, a great quantity of 
vater ran out of his mouth, and he recovered the uſe 
of his ſenſes, in the ſpace of two hours, during which, 
the wind ſhifting, we were driven towards the ſhore, 
and by main dint of rowing, kept from running aground; 
but, by good fortune, we arrived in a creek formed by 
a ſmall cape or promontory, known among the Moors 
by the name of Cava Rumia, which ſignifies, 'The wick- 
ed chriſtian woman; there being a tradition among 
them, that * Cava, on whoſe account they loſt their 
poſſeſſions in Spain, is interred in that place'; for, Cava, 
in their language, implies a Wicked Woman, and Ru- 
mia ſignifies Chriſtian. : ſo that they look upon it as a 
bad omen, when they are obliged, by neceſſity, to drop 
anchor here, and except, in cafes of emergency, they 
never attempt it: tho” to us, it was by no means the 
ſhelter of a wicked woman, but a ſecure harbour in 
ſtormy . weather. Having placed centinels on ſhore, 
without quitting our oars, we made another meal of 
what the renegado had provided ; and prayed heartily 
to God. and the bleſſed Virgin, to favour and aſſiſt us, 
in 3 a fortunate beginning to a happy con- 
cluſion. e then determined, at the intreaty of Zo- 
rayda, to ſet her father and the Moors, whom we had 
fettered, on ſhore, becauſe ſhe had not reſolution 
enough, nor could her tender diſpoſition endure to ſee 
her parent and countrymen in the condition of captives ; 
we accordingly promiſed to gratify her defire, at our 
departure, ſince we ran no riſł in ſetting them at liber- 
ty, in that uninhabited place. | 
Our prayers were not ſo vain as to be rejected by 
heaven, that ſent a favourable wind and a ſmooth ſea, 
inviting us to proceed with alacrity in the voyage we 
Vor. II. H had 
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Cava or Caba, daughter of count julian, count of Ceuta, was 
violated by Roderick king of Spain, and in order to revenge this injury, 
the father called the Saracens into that Kingdom, in the year 712, 
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had undertaken, This we no ſooner perceived, than 
unbinding the Moors, we put them all on ſhore, one 
by one, to their no ſmall aſtoniſhment ; but, when we 
came to diſmiſs Zorayda's father, who by this time had 
recovered the intire uſe of his ſenſes, ©* Chriſtians, ſaid 
he, do you think that bad woman rejoices at my free- 
dom, thro” filial piety ? No, ſurely, but merely to be 
rid of the check which ſhe would receive from my pre- 
ſence, in ſecking to gratify her vicious defires. Do not 
imagine that ſhe hath been induced to change her reli- 
gion, becauſe ſhe believes that the chriſtian faith is pre- 
erable to ours? No; ſhe hath apoſtatized, becauſe ſhe 
underſtood that, in your country, ſhe might indulge 
her looſe inclinations more freely than in her own.” 
Then turning to Zorayda, while I and another chriſ- 
tian held him faſt, that he might not commit ſome deſ- 
perate action, he ſaid, O infamous wretch, and ill- 
adviſed maiden | what blindneſs and diſtraction hath 
prompted thee to f-ut thyſelf in the power of theſe 
dogs, who are all our natural foes? Curſed be the 
hour in which thou waſt engendered ! and curſed be 
the gaiety and indulgence in which I brought thee 

u be 
323 that there was no likelihood of his ending 
his exclamations for ſome time, I preſently ſet him on 
ſhore, where he procceded with his reproaches, impre- 
cations and complaints, imploring the mediation of Ma- 
homet with Alla, to confound, overwhelm and deſtroy 
us; and when we had failed out of hearing, we could 
rceive him act his deſpair, pulling his beard, and tear- 
ing the hair of his head, which he ſcattered in hand- 
fuls upon the ſhore; nay, once he raiſed his voice in 
ſuch a manner, that we could diſtinctly hear him pro- 
nounce, Return, my beloved daughter! return to the 
ſhore; I forgive all that is paſt : leave with theſe men 
the money which they already have in their poſſeſſion, 
return.to comfort thy diſconſolate father, who, if thou 
forſakeſt him, will lie down and breathe his laſt, upon 
this barren ſand !”” This pathetic addreſs was heard by 
Zorayda, who lamented his affliction with the utmoſt 
ſenſibility, tho? ſhe could make no other reply than this, 
Alla grant, my dear father, that Lela Marien, who 
| WAS 
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was the cauſe of my converſion, may conſole you in 
ur diſtreſs ! ſhe knows I could not do otherwiſe than 
have ated, and that theſe chriſtians owe nothing to 
any particular good-will I bore them; for, if I had not 
aſſiſted and accompanied them in their eſcape, but re- 
mained at home with you, it would have been impoſſi- 
ble for me, in conſequence of the earneſt ſolicitations 
of my own ſoul, to execute that which, in my opinion, 
is as righteous as it is infamous and wicked in yours.“ 
But, theſe words never reached the ears of her father, 
whom, by this time, we could not perceive : I there- 
fore endeavoured to conſole my amiable miſtreſs, while 
the reſt were intent upon our voyage, which was ſo 
much favoured by a fair wind, that we laid our accounts 
with being.next on the coaſt of Spain. 
But, as good fortune ſeldom comes pure and ſingle, 
unattended or unpurſued by ſome troubleſome and un- 
expected circumſtance, it was ordained by heaven, per- 
haps in conſequence of the curſes imprecated by the 
Moor upon his daughter ; for, ſuch curſes are to be 
dreaded, let the parent be what he will. I fay, hea- 
ven ordained, that when we were a good way off at 
ſea, with a flowing ſheet, three hours of the night be- 
ing already ſpent, the oars laſhed up, becauſe the fair 
wind made it unneceſſary to uſe them, and the moon 
ſhining with remarkable brightneſs ; we perceived a 
large veſſel with all her fails out, ſteering a little upon 
the wind, right athwart our hauſe, and ſo near that 
we were obliged to ſhorten fail, that ſhe might not run 
foul of us, while ſhe clapped her helm aweather that 
we might have time to paſs : thoſe upon deck hailed 
us, aſked who we were, whence we came, and whither 
bound: but, as they ſpoke in French, the renegado 
ſaid, Let no man anſwer; theſe are French priva- 
teers, who make prize of every thing that falls in their 
Way.“ 
hus cautioned, we made no reply, but ſailed on, 
leaving the ſhip a little to a a when all of a 
ſudden, they diſcharged two pieces of cannon, loaded 
in 'all appearance, with chain-ſhot; for, one of them 
cut away our maſt in the 8 which, with the ſail, 
2 fell 
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fell overboard into the ſea; and the other coming a 
moment after, took us amidſhips, and laid the fide of 
the bark intirely open, without doing any other miſ- 
chief. Seeing ourſelves going to the bottom, we be- 
gan to cry aloud for aſſiſtance, beſeeching the people 
in the ſhip to ſave us from periſhing : then they brought 
to, and hoiſting out their boat or pinnace, it was in- 
ſtantly manned by a dozen of Frenchmen, well armed 
with their muſkets, and lighted match, who rowing up 
to us, and ſeeing how few we were, as alſo, that our 
bark was on the point of foundering, took us in, ob- 
ſerving that this misfortune had happened, becauſe we 
had been ſo uncivil as to refuſe an anſwer to their hail : 
while the renegado, without being perceived, took up 
the coffer in which Zorayda's treaſure was contained, 
and threw it into the fea. In ſhort, we went on board 
with the French, who, when they had informed them- 
ſelves of every thing we could impart, for their pur- 
poſe ; as if they had been our enemies, plundered us 
of all that we had, taking from Zorayda the very bra- 
celets ſhe wore upon her ancles : but, their behaviour 
to her gave me the more anxiety, as I was afraid that, 
after having pilfered all her rich and precious jewels, 
they would proceed to rob her of that which was of 
greater value, and which ſhe herſelf efteemed infinitely 
more than all the reſt : but, the deſires of thoſe people 
extend no farther than to money, 'and with that they 
can never ſatiate their avarice, which then engroſſed 
them ſo much, that they would even have robbed us 
of the wretched garments we wore in our captivity, if 
they could have applied them to any ſort of uſe: nay, 
ſome among them, propoſed'to wrap us altogether in a 
fail, and throw us into the fea ; becauſe they intended 
to trade in the ports of Spain, under pretence of being 
Bretons, and if they carried us thither alive, their de- 
predation would be diſcovered and themſelves chaſtiſed 
accordingly. But, the captain, who had with his own 
hands rifle my beloved Zorayda, faid, he was fatisfied 
with the prize he had got, and reſolved to touch at no 
port in Spain, but, paſs the ſtreights of Gibraltar in the 
night, or take the beſt opportunity of ſo doing that 
ſhould occur, and return to Rochelle, from Os 
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had failed on the cruize; they, therefore, agreed to 
give us their boat, with what neceſſaries we ſhould 
want, to finiſh the little that remained of our voyage: 
this promiſe they actually performed next day, at a ſmall 
diſtance from the Spaniſh coaſt, at ſight of which, all 
our poverty and vexation vaniſhed from our remem- 
brance, as if we had never endured them ; ſuch is the 
tranfport occaſioned by liberty regained | It might be 
about noon when we were put into the boat, with two 
caſks of water and ſome biſcuit, and the captain, mov- 
ed to compaſſion at the diſtreſs of the lovely Zorayda, 
gave her to the amount of forty crowns in gold, and 
would not ſuffer his ſoldiers to ſtrip her of the clothes 
which ſhe now wears: ſo that at parting, inſtead of 
complaining of the hard uſage we met with, we thank- 
ed them kindly for the benefit we had received at their 
hands. They ſteered right before the wind for the 
ſtreights, while we, without minding any other com- 
paſs than that of the land that appeared ahead, plied 
our oars ſo vigorouſly, that at ſun-ſet, we were near 
enough to conclude, that we could eafily reach the ſhore 
befare the night ſhould be far advanced; but, that 
night being dark, without any moon-ſhine, and every 
body on board ignorant of the coaſt, ſome of our com- 
pany judged it unſafe to row aſhore ; while others in- 
ſifted upon our running that hazard, even if we ſhould. 
land among rocks, or in ſome uninhabited part of the 
country, that we might be ſecured from the juſt ap- 
prehenſion of meeting with ſome rovers from Tetuan, 
who are frequently, in the beginning of the night, in 
45 and in the morning, on the Spaniſh coaſt, 
where having taken a prize, they return the ſame day, 
and ſleep at home in their own houſes. Of theſe con- 
trary opinions we choſe that of rowing gently towards 
the ſhore, with intent, if the ſmoothneſs of the ſea 
would permit, to land at the firſt convenient place; in 
conſequence of this reſolution, a little before midnight, 
we arrived at the foot of a huge and lofty mauntain, 
tho' not ſo rocky towards the fea but that there was a 
little ſpace left, for commodious landing : the boat be- 
ing run aſhore, and all of us diſembarked, we kiſſed 
the ground, and, with tears of unutterable joy, return- 
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ed ſincere thanks to our gracious Lord, for his unpa- 
ralleled protection vouchſafed to us in the voyage: 
then we took out the proviſion, and dragging her on 
ſnore, aſcended a vaſt way up the mountain; not be- 
ing as yet able to quiet our apprehenſions, or perſuade 
ourſelves, tho' it actually was ſo, that the ſoil we trod 
was Chriſtian ground. T he day broke much later than 
we could have wiſhed, and about this time we gained 
the ſummit of the mountain, purpoſing to look from 
thence for ſome village or ſhepherd-huts ; but, altho' 
we viewed the whole country around, we could neither 
diſcern village, houſe, highway, path, nor the leaſt 
trace of human footſteps. Nevertheleſs, we determin- 
ed to penetrate farther into the land, ſince it could not 
be long, before we ſhould diſcover ſome perſon who 
would give us information : but what gave me the 
greateſt concern, was to fee Zorayda travelling on foot, 
among the flinty rocks; for, tho' I ſometimes took her 
on my ſhoulders, ſhe was much more fatigued with ſee- 
ing me weary, than refreſhed by finding herſelf exempt- 
ed from walking ; and therefore wou!d not allow me 
to take any more trouble of that kind, but, proceeded 
with infinite chearfulneſs and patience, while I led 

her by the hand, all the way. | 2 
In this manner, we had gone about a quarter of a 
league, when our ears were ſaluted by the ſound of a 
ſmall ſheep-bell, which was a ſure ſign of a flock's be- 
ing ſomewhere not far off; looking therefore, atten- 
tively, to diſcover it, we perceived. a young ſhepherd, 
ſitting with great compoſure at the root of a cork-tree, 
ſmoothing a ſtick with his knife: when we called to 
him, he raiſed his head, and ſtarted nimbly up ; and as 
we afterwards underſtood, the renegade and Zorayda, 
who were in Mooriſh dreſs, being the firſt objects that 
preſented themſelves to his eyes, he thought all the 
corſairs of Barbary were upon him, and running with 
incredible ſwiftneſs, into a wood that grew near the 
place where he was, he began to cry as loud as he could 
baw], „The Moors! the Moors are landed! the Moors, 
the Moors! to arms!“ This exclamation threw us all 
into perplexity, but, reflecting that his cries would ow 
| 1 the 
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the country, and that the cavalry of the coaſt would 
immediately come and ſee what was the matter; it 
was agreed, that the renegade ſhould pull off his Turk- 
iſh robes, and put on a flave's jacket, with which one 
of our company accommodated him, tho” he himſelf 
remained in his ſhirt. This being done, we recom- 
mended ourſelves to God, and followed the ſame road 
which we ſaw the ſhepherd take, expecting every mo- 
ment, to ſee ourſelves ſurrounded by the cavalry of 
the coaſt. Neither were we deceived in our expectati- 
on ; for, in leſs than two hours, having croſſed thoſe 
thickets, and entered a plain on the other ſide, we de- 
{cried about fifty horſemen riding briſkly towards us, 
at a hand-fgallop; upon which we halted, until they 
ſhould come up : but, when they arrived, and, inſtead 
of the Moors they came in queſt of, behell ſo m_y 
poor chriſtian captives, they were utterly confounded, 
and one of them aſked, if we were the people who had 
been the occaſion of a ſhepherd's calling to arms? I 
anſwered in the affirmative, and being deſirous of tell- 
ing him who we were, whence we came, and what 
had happened to us, one of our company knew the 
horſeman who accoſted thus, and without giving me 
time to ſpeak another word, ſaid, Thanks be to God, 
gentlemen, for having conducted us to ſuch an agree- 
able part of the country; for, if I am not miſtaken, 
the ground we now tread belongs to Velez Malaga ; and, 
if the years of my captivity have not impaired my re- 
membrance, you, ſignor, who alk that queſtion, are 
Pedro Buſtamante, my uncle.” | 

Scarce had the captive pronounced theſe words, when 
the cavalier. threw himſelf from his horſe, and ran to 
embrace the young man, ſaying, ** Dear nephew of my 
life and foul ! I now recollect thee : thy ſuppoſed death 
has been mourned by myſelf, my fiſter thy mother, and 
all thy relations, who are till alive; for, heaven hath 
been pleaſed to ſpare their lives, that they might en- 
joy the pleaſure of ſeeing thee again: I knew thou walt 
at Algiers, and from the information of thy habit, and 
that of all your company, I gueſs you have made a 
miraculous eſcape.” * Your conjecture is true, replied 
the young man, and we ſhall have time to recount the 
H 4 particulars.” 
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particulars.” As ſoon as the horſemen underſtood we 
were chriſtian captives, they alighted ; and each of 
them made a tender of his horſe, to carry us to the 
city of Velez Malaga, which was about a league and a 

f from the place where they found us. Some of 
them went to bring the boat round to the city, after 
we had told them where ſhe lay ; others took us up 
behind them; and Zorayda rode with the chriſtian's 
uncle. All the people came out to receive us, being 
apprized of our arrival, by one of the troopers who 
had puſhed on before; not that they were ſurprized 
at the ſight of captives freed, or Moors in capti- 
vity ; for, the inhabitants on that coaſt, are accuſtom- 
ed to ſee great numbers of both: but, they were a- 
mazed at the beauty of Zorayda, which was at that in- 
ſtant in full perfection; the fatigue of her journey, 
co-operating with the joy ſhe felt in ſeeing herſelf in a 
chriſtian country, without the fear of being loſt, hav- 
ing produced ſuch a bloom upon her countenance, that, 
unleſs I was then prejudiced by my affection, Iwill ven- 
ture to ſay, the world never produced, at leaſt, I had 
never ſeen, a more beautiful creature. 

We went directly to church, to make our acknow- 
ledgments to God for his mercies; and as ſoon as Zo- 
rayda entered, the ſaid ſhe perceived ſome faces that re- 
ſembled Lela Marien : we told her theſe were the ima- 
ges of the bleſſed virgin ; and the renegado, as well as he 
could, informed her of their fignification, that ſhe might 
adore them, as if each was actually the perſon of Lela 
Marien, who had ſpoke to her; ſo that, having na- 

turally a good underſtanding, with a docile and difcern- 

ing diſpoſition, ſhe eafily comprehended what he ſaid 
upon the ſubject. From thence, they conducted us 
to our lodgings in different families of the town ; the 
renegado, Zorayda and I, being invited by the chriſ- 
tian who eſcaped with us, to the houſe of his father, 
who was moderately provided with the good things of 
this life, and treated us with the ſame affection he ex- 
preſſed for his own ſon.. Six days we tarried at Velez, 
during which the renegado having informed himſelf of 
what was neceſſary for him to do, went to the city of 
Grenada, there, by means of the holy inquiſition, * 
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be re-admitted into the boſom of our moſt ſacred church : 
the reſt of our company departed, each for his own 
home; leaving Zorayda and me by ourſelves, deſtitute - 
of every thing but the few crowns which ſhe received 
from the courteſy of the French corſair. With part 
of | theſe 1 bought the animal on which ſhe arrived at 
this inn, and hitherto have cheriſhed her with the af- 
fection of a parent, and the ſervice of a ſquire, with - 
out uſing the prerogative of a huſband : we are now 
upon the road to the place of my nativity, to ſee if my 
father be ſtill alive, and if either of my brothers has 
been more fortunate than myſelf; tho', as heaven hath 
made Zorayda my companion for life, fortune could not 
have poflibly beſtowed upon me any other favour which 
I ſhould have valued at fo high a rate. The patience 
with which ſhe bears the inconveniencies attending po- 
verty, and the zeal ſhe manifeſts to become a chriſtian, is 
ſo great and extraordinary, as to raiſe my admiration, 
and engage me to ſerve her all the days of my life: 
but, the pleaſure I take in this office, and in the proſ- 
pect of ſeeing her mine, is diſturbed and perverted, by 
reflecting, that poſſibly, in my own country, I ſhall not 
find a corner in which I can ſhelter the dear object of 
my love; and that time or death may have made ſuch 
alterations in the fortune and lives of my father and 
his other children, that I ſhall ſcarce meet with a ſoul. 
that knows me. | | 
This, gentlemen, is the ſubſtance of my ſtory; whe- - 
ther or not it be agreeable and uncommon, I leave to 
the. deciſion of your better judgment; affuring you that 
I with I could have related it more ſuceinctly, though 
the fear of tiring you, hath. made me ſuppreſs 2 good 
number of circumſtances. 
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C. HAP. XV. 


Of what further happened at the inn, with many 
other particulars worthy to be known. \ 


TERE the captive left of ſpeaking : and Don Fer- 
nando ſaid to him, Really, ſignor captain, the 
novelty of your ſtrange adventures is equalled by your 
agreeable manner of relating them. Your whole ſtory 
is uncommon, ſurprizing, and full of incidents that keep 
the hearers in admiration and ſuſpenſe : and ſuch is the 
pleaſure we have received from it, that though the nar- 
ration ſhould continue till to-morrow morning, we 
ſhould rejoice at your beginning it anew. 

When this compliment was paſſed, Don Antonio, 
and all the reſt of the company, offered to ſerve him 
to the utmoſt of their power, with ſuch affectionate 
and fincere expreſſions of friendſhip, that the captain 
was extremely well ſatisfied of their good will, Don 
Fernando, in particular, promiſed, that if he would 
go home with him, his brother the marquis ſhould 

and godfather to Zorayda ; and that he, for his part, 
would accommodate him in ſuch a manner, that he 
ſhould return to the place of his nativity, with that au- 
\thority and eaſe to which he was intitled by his birth 
and merit. The captive thanked him in the moſt 
courteous manner, but declined accepting any of his 
generous offers. 1 

It was now night, when a coach arrived at the inn, 
attended by ſome men on horſeback, who demanded 
lodging : and the landlady made anſwer, that there was 
not in the whole houſe an handful of room unengaged. 
„ Be that as it will, ſaid one of the horſemen, who 
had entered the gate, there muſt be ſome found for my 
lord judge.” At mention of that name the hoſteſs was 
diſturbed, ſaying, Signor, the greateſt difficulty is my 
want of beds: but, it his lordſhip hath brought one 
along with him, as I ſuppoſe he hath, he is very wel- 

| come 
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come to come in ; I and my huſband will quit our own 
apartment to accommodate his worſhip.” *< Be it fo,” 
faid the attendant. By this time, a perſon had alighted 
from the coach, who, by his garb immediately ſhewed 
the nature of his rank and office ; for, his long robe 
with high fleeves tucked up, plainly diſtinguiſhed him 
to be a judge, as the ſervant had affirmed. He led by 
the hand a young lady ſeemingly ſixteen years of age, 
dreſſed in a riding ſuit, and ſo ſprightly, beautiful and 
genteel, as to raiſe the admiration of all who beheld 
her : ſo, that thoſe who had not ſeen Dorothea, Lu- 
cinda and Zorayda then preſent, would have thought 
it a very difficult taſk to find another woman of equal 
beauty. Don Quixote ſeeing the judge and young la- 
dy alight, pronounced with great ſolemnity, „ Your 
worſhip may ſecurely enter and recreate yourſelf in this 
caſtle, which though narrow and inconvenient, there 
is no narrowneſs and inconvenience in this world, but 
what will make room for arms and letters, eſpecially, 
if they have for their guide and conductor, ſuch beau- 
ty as that which accompanies the letters of your wor- 
ip, in the perſon of that amiable young lady, to 
whom, not only caſtles ought to open and unfold their 
gates, but, alſo rocks divide, and mountains bow their 
heads at her approach. Enter, I ſay, this paradiſe, 
where you will find ftars and ſuns to accompany that 
heaven which you have brought hither. Here you will 
tind arms in perfection, and beauty in cxceſs.” 

The judge marvelled greatly at this addreſs of the 
knight, whom he carneſtly conſidered, no leſs ſurprized 
at his figure than his words, without knowing what 
reply to make, ſo much was he confounded at both ; 
when he was relieved by the appearance of Lucinda, 
Dorothea, and Zorayda, who upon hearing the news 
of their arrival, and the landlady's deſcription of the 
young beauty, had come out ta welcome and receive 

er; while Don Fernando, Cardenio, and the curate 
paid their compliments to the judge, in the moſt civil 
and polite terms. He was more and more aſtoniſhed 
at what he ſaw and heard, though he could eaſily per- 
ceive that his fellow-lodgers were perſons of rank and 
con- 
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conſequence: but, the mein, viſage, and figure of 
Don Quixote, baffled all his conjectures. Compli- 
ments having thus paſſed on all ſides, and the conve- 
niencies of the inn being = conſidered, it was 
agreed, as before, that all the ladies ſhould ſleep toge- 
ther in the fore-mentioned apartment, and the men fit 
in another room to guard them. The judge was very 
well fatisfied, that his daughter (for ſuch the young 
maiden was) ſhould lodge with the other ladies, ſhe her- 
ſelf willingly conſenting to the propoſal; and what 
with the inn- keeper's narrow bed, and that brought by 
the ſtranger, they made. ſhift to paſs the night more 
agreeably than they expected. 

The captive, who, from the firſt moment he beheld 
the judge felt his heart throb with a ſort of intimation, 
that this was his own brother, aſked of one of the ſer- 
vants that attended him, his maſter's name, with the place 
of his nativity. The footman replied, that his name 
was the licentiate Juan Perez de Viedma; and born, as 
he had been informed, in the mountains of Leon. 
This information, together with what he himſelf had 
before obſerved, confirmed him in the opinion, that he 
was his brother, who by his father's advice, had fol- 
lowed his ſtudies. 'Tranſported with this diſcovery, 
he called afide Don Fernando, the curate, and Car- 


. denio, to whom he imparted the affair, and afſured 


them that the judge was his own brother, by the ſer- 
vant's report, ſo Fir on. his way to the Eaſt-Indies, in 
quality of ſupreme judge of Mexico. He underſtood 
alſo, by the ſame canal, that the young lady was his 
daughter, whoſe birth had coſt the mother her life; and 


that he was very much eariched by his wife's fortune, 


which had been ſettled on the children of the marriage. 
The captive, therefore, conſulted them about the me- 
thod he ſhould take to make himſelf known, or rather 
to be aſſured beforehand, whether, upon the diſco- 
very, bis brother would be aſhamed of his poverty, or 
receive him with the bowels of affection. Leave that 
taſk to my conduct, fignior captain, ſaid the curate ; 
though there is all the reaſon in the world, to believe 


virtue 


that you will meet with a brotherly reception; for, the 
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virtue that appears in his courteous demeanour gives no 
indications of his being proud and unnatural ; but, 
rathers declares, that he knows how to conſider the ac- 
cidents of fortune, in the right point of view.” Ne- 
vertheleſs, replied the captain, I would not willingly 
diſcloſe myſelf of a ſudden, but, prepare him by ſome 
round-about inſinuation.“ I have already told you, 
anſwered the curate, that I will manage the affair to 
your mutual ſatisfaction.“ By this time, the cloth be- 
ing laid, and every body ſet down to table, except the 
captive, - and the ladies, who ſupped in their own apart- 
mant, the curate addreſſed himſelf to the judge, ſaying, 
« T had once a comrade of your lordſhip's name at 
Conſtantinople, where I was a flave for many years, 
He was one of the braveſt ſoldiers, and beſt officers's 
in the Spaniſh infantry; but, his misfortunes were 
equal to his valour and ability.“ „Dear fir, cried the 
judge, what was that officer's name? „He was called 
Ru Perez de Viedma, replied the prieſt ; and a native 
of ſome town in the mountains of Leon. He told me 
a circumſtance that happened between his father, two 
brothers and himſelf, which, had it not been affirmed 
by a perſon of his veracity, I ſhould have looked upon 
as one of thoſe tales which old women tell by the fire- 
ſide in winter: for, he ſaid his father divided his eſtate 
equally among his three ſons, whom he, at the ſame 
time, enriched with advice more ſalutary than any that 
ever Cato gave. This I know, the choice he made of 
going into the army ſucceeded ſo well, that in a few 
years, by his gallant behaviour, and without any other 
aſſiſtance than that of his extraordinary virtue, he roſe 
to be captain of foot, and ſaw himſelf in the ſtraight 
road of becoming a field-officer, very ſoon ; but there, 
where he had reaſon to expect the ſmiles of fortune, 
ſhe proved moſt unkind, he having loſt her, with his li- 
berty, on that glorious day of the battle at Lepanto, 
in which it was found by ſo many chriſtians. I was taken 
in the goleta, and, after various viciſſitudes, we happen- 
ed to be fellow-ſlaves at Conſtantinople, from whence we 
were tranſported to Algiers, where he met with one 
of the ſtrangeſt adventures that ever was known.” 


Then 
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Then the curate briefly recapitulated the ſtory of Zo- 
rayda, to which the judge liſtened with more attention 
than ever he had yielded on the bench*. Bur, the 

rieſt brought it no farther than the period when the 
French corſairs plundered the chriſtians who were in 
the bark ; deſcribing the poverty and diſtreſs to which 
they had reduced his comrade and the beautiful Moor ; 
— obſerving that he did not know what furthtr befel 
them, nor whether they had arrived in Spain, or been 
carried into France. 

The captain ſtood at ſome diſtance behind, liſten- 
ing to what the curate ſaid, and obſerving the emotions 
of his brother, who ſeeing that the curate had made an 
end of his ſtory, uttered a profound ſigh, ſaying, while 
the tears guſhed from his eyes, © O ſignor ! if you 
knew how nearly I am concerned in what you have re- 
lated, you would not wonder at theſe tears, which in 
ſpite of all my fortitude and diſcretion, trickle from 
mine eyes. That valiant captain whom you have men- 
tioned is my father's eldeſt ſon, who, being more brave 
and noble-minded than my youngeſt 4 brother and me, 
choſe the honourable exerciſe of arms, which -was one 
of the three paths propoſed by our father, in his advice, 
as you ſeem to have been informed by your companion 
in adverſity. I followed that of letters, in which God 
hath been pleaſed to reward my diligence with that ſta- 
tion which you ſee I now maintain ; my younger bro- 
ther is at preſent in Peru, ſo rich, that his remittances 
to my father and me, have made large amends for the 
ſmall ſum he carried with him at firſt ; and even en- 
abled the old gentleman fully to indulge his liberal diſpo- 
ſition, impowering me alſo to proſecute my ſtudies, 
with more honour and decency, until I acquired the 
poſt I now enjoy. My father is ſtill alive, though dai- 
ly pining with the defire of hearing from his eldeſt ſon, 
and putting up petitions to heaven, inceſſantly, that his 
own eyes may not be cloſed for ever, until he ſhall have 


ſeen 


A judge in Spaniſh is called Oyder, i. e. Hearer, and the original 
literally tranſlated, is The hearer was never ſo much an hearer 
before.” | 
5 Cerv tes ſeems to have got that the judge was the youngeſt 
of the thr. e brothers, the ſecond having gone to the Indies. 
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' ſeen thoſe of his firſt- born in life. What gives me a 
great deal of ſurprize, is, that a perſon of his diſcretion 
ſhould, in the midſt of ſuch trouble and affliction, or 
even in his proſperity, omit writing to his father ; for 
if he, or either of us, had known his ſituation, he 
ſhould have had no occaſion to wait for the miracle of 
the cane, in obtaining his liberty : but, at preſent, the 
uncertainty of his fate, gives me the greateſt concern, 
as it is doubtful, whether thoſe French have ſet him 
at liberty, or taken away his life, to conceal the rob- 
— his apprehenſion will convert the joy and ſa- 
tisfaction with which I undertook my journey, into me- 
lancholy and deſpondence. O my dear brother would 
to heaven, I knew where thou art, that I might go 
and free thee from all trouble and affliction, though 
at the expence of my own. Who ſhall carry the news 
of thy being alive to our aged father ; that although 
thou art ſhut up in the deepeſt dungeon of Barbary, thou 
mayeſt be delivered by my brother's riches and my own ! 
O generous and lovely Zorayda ! who ſhall requite thy 
benevolence to my brother, be preſent at the regenera- 
tion of thy ſoul, and aſſiſt at the nuptials which would 
afford ſuch pleaſure to us all ! | 

Theſe, and many other exclamations, the judge pro- 
nounced with ſuch ſymptoms of ſorrow, at the news 
he had received of his brother, that all the hearers 
ſympathized with him, in the expreſſions of his grief. 

he curate, ſeeing every thing ſucceed to his own ex- 
pectation, and the captain's deſire, was unwilling to 
protract the judge's anguiſh ; ſo, riſing from the table, 
and going into the other apartment, he led out Zorayda, 
who was followed by Lucinda, Dorothea and the young 
lady lately arrived, then, taking in his other hand the 
captain, who ſtood waiting to ſee what he intended, he 
went into the room, where the judge and the reſt of 
the gentlemen fat, and preſenting them both, ſaid, 
Dry your tears, my lord judge, and enjoy the com- 
pletion of your wiſh ; behold your worthy brother, and 
virtuous ſiſter-in-law : this is captain Viedma, and that 
the beautiful Moor who behaved ſo generouſly to him 
in his diſtreſs : the French corſairs have reduced them 
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to this extremity, that you may have an opportunity 
of diſplaying the liberality of your noble breaſt.” 

'The captain ran to embrace his brother, who kept 
him off with both hands fixed on his ſhoulders, that he 
might conſider him the more attentively ; but, no ſoon- 
er did he recollect his features, than he flew into his 
arms, and ſhed a flood of tears of joy, while the greateſt 
part of thoſe who were preſent wept in concert at the 
affecting ſcene. The expreſſions of both the brothers, 
and their mutual demonſtrations of affection, are, I 
believe, ſcarce to be conceived, much leſs deſcribed. 
They briefly recounted their adventures to each other, 
and manifeſted the genuine flame of fraternal affection. 
There, the judge embraced Zorayda, making her a ten- 
der of all his wealth; there he commanded bis daugh- 
ter to receive her with open arms; there the mu: ual 
careſſes of the beautiful chriſtian and lovely Moor re- 

newed the tears of the whole company; there Don 
Quixote filently obſerved theſe ſurprizing accidents, 
which he wholly attributed to the chimeras of knight- 
errantry ; there it was concerted that the captain and 
Zorayda ſhould return to Seville with his brother, from 
whence they could advertiſe their father of the liberty 
and arrival of his ſon ; that the old-gentleman being 
ſtill able to undertake ſuch a journey, might come and 
be preſent at the baptiſm and nuptials of his daughter- 
in-law ; as it would be impoſlible for- the judge to go 
far out of his way, becauſe he was informed that, in a 
month, the flota would ſet fail from Seville, for New- 
Spain ; and it would be extremely inconvenient for him, 
to loſe his paſſage. In ſhort, the whole company were 
exceedingly rejoiced at the captive's good fortune ; and 
two thirds of the night being already exhauſted, they 
agreed to retire and repoſe themſelves during the re- 
maining part of it; while Don Quixote undertook to 
guard the caſtle from the aſſaults of any giant or wicked 
adventurer that might poſlibly covet the vaſt treaſure 
of beauty which it contained. Thoſe of his gequain- 
tance thanked. him for his courteous offer, and after- 
wards gave an account of his. ſtrange diſorder to the 
judge, who was not a little diverted with the detail — 
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his extravagance. Sancho Panza alone was diſtracted 
at their ſitting up ſo late; though, in point of lodging 
he was better accommodated. than all the reſt, for, he 
made his bed of the furniture of his aſs, which coſt 
him ſo dear, as will hereafter be ſeen. | 

The ladies having retired to their apartment, and 
every other perſon diſpoſed of himſelf as tolerably as he 
could, Don Quixote went out ro keep guard at the 
caſtle-gate, according to his promiſe ; and a little before 
morning, the ladies were ſerenaded by a voice ſo clear 
and well-tuned, as to attract the attention of them all, 
eſpecially of Dorathea, who was awake, and lay in the 
ſame bed with Donna Clara de Viedma, the judge's 
daughter. Nobody could imagine who the finger was, 
the voice being ſingle, and unaccompanied by any in- 
ſtrument, and ſeeming to come ſometimes from the ſta- 
ble and ſometimes from the court-yard, While they liſ- 
tened with equal ſurprize and attention, Cardenio came 
to the door, ſaying, « You that are not aſleep, take 
notice, and you will hear the voice of a mule-driyer, 
who chaunts moſt enchantingly.” When Dorothea 
told him that they had heard it already, he went away, 
while ſhe, employing her whole attention, when he be- 
gan Fu ſing again, could plainly diſtinguiſh the following 
words. | 


C HAP. XVI. 


The agreeable ſtory of the young muleteer, with many 
other ſtrange incidents that happened in the inn. 


I. 
OSS'D in a ſea of doubts and fears, 
_ Love's hapleſs mariner, I fail, 
Where no inviting port appears, | 
To ſcreen me from the ſtormy gale. 


e 
At diſtance view'd, a chearing ſtar 
Conducts me through the ſwelling tide ; 
A brighter luminary, far, 
Than Palinurus e'er deſcry'd. 
III, 
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III. 
My ſoul attracted by it's blaze, 
Still follows where it points the way, 
And while attentively I gaze, 
Conſiders not how far I ſtray. 
3 AIV. 
But female pride, reſerv'd and ſhy, 
Like clouds that deepen on the day, 
Oft ſhroud it from my longing eye, 
When moſt I need — genial ray. 


O lovely ſtar, fo pure and bright ! 
Whoſe ſplendour feeds my vital fire, 

The moment thou deny'ſt thy light, 
Thy loſt adorer will expire! 


Here the muſician pauſing, Dorothea thought it was 
pity Clara ſhould not hear ſuch an excellent voice ; 
therefore, by gently jogging, ſhe waked her, ſaying, 
I aſk pardon, my dear Clara, for diſturbing you, but, 
my intention in ſo doing, was to regale you with one 
of the beſt voices that ever you heard.” Clara, being 
ſtill half afleep, did not at firſt underſtand what ſhe ſaid, 
which, at her deſire, Dorothea repeated; and the young 
lady liſtened accordingly : but, ſcarce had ſhe heard 
two lines of the ſong, which was now reſumed, when 
ſhe began to tremble as violently as if ſhe had: been 
ſeized with a ſevere fit of the ague, ſaying while ſhe 
hugged Dorothea, Ah ! dear lady of my life and ſoul, 
why did you wake me ? the greateſt favour that fortune 
could at preſent beſtow, would be to keep both my 
eyes and ears faſt ſhut, that I might neither ſee nor hear 
that unfortunate muſician,”” ** What do you mean, my 
dear child ? anſwered Dorothea ; conſider what you ſay, 
he that ſings is a young muleteer.” Ah, no! replied 
Clara, he is a young gentleman of great fortune, and ſo 
much maſter of my heart, that unleſs he quits it of his 
own accord, it ſhall remain eternally in his poſſeſſion.” 
Dorothea was ſurprized at this paſſionate declaration of 
ſuch a young creature, who ſeemed to have much 


more 
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more ſenſibility than could be expected from her tender 

ears; and faid to her, Truly, Donna Clara, you talk 
in ſuch a manner, that I do not underſtand you. Pray, 
explain yourſelf, and tell me the meaning of thoſe ex- 
preſſions, about fortune and heart, and that muſician, 
whoſe voice hath thrown you into ſuch diſorder ; but 
ſay no more at preſent, for, I would not, by attending 
to your tranſports, loſe the pleaſure of hearing the ſing- 
er who now ſeems to be tuning his voice, and prepa- 
ring to give us another ſong.” With all my heart,” 
ſaid Clara, ſtopping her ears with her fingers, to the 
further admiration of Dorothea, who liſtening attentive- 
ly, heard the muſician proceed in theſe words : 


I. 
Spiring hope, thou, unconfin'd, 
A urſu'ſt th* imaginary path, 
hro' woods, and rocks, and waves combin'd, 
Defying danger, * and death. 
| | 


No laurel ſhall adorn his brow, 
No happineſs the ſluggard crown, 
Who tamely can to fortune bow, 
And flumder on = "nn down, 
| I. 
The joys unmatch'd beſtow'd by love, 
Can never be too dearly priz'd, 
For, undeny'd examples prove 
What's cheaply 3 is ſoon deſpis'd. 
IV. 
Succeſs, by the conſenting fair, 
Is oft to perſeverance given; 
Then wherefore ſhould my ſoul deſpair 
Of mounting from this earth to heaven. 


Here the voice ended; and Clara's ſighs beginning afreſh, 
kindled Dorothea's curioſity to know the cauſe of ſuch 
agreeable muſic and grievous lamentation ; ſhe there- 
fore, now deſired to hear what her bed- fellow had be- 
fore proffered to impart: then Clara, fearful of being 
overheard by Lucinda, crept cloſe to Dorothea, and 
applying her mouth to her ear, ſo that ſhe could ſecure- 


ly 


» 
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ly ſpeek without being perceived, Dear madam, ſaid 
ſhe, that ſinger is the ſon of an Arragonian gentleman, 
who is lord of two towns, and when at court, lives 
oppoſite to my father's houſe ; and although our win- 
dows. are covered with canvas in winter, and lattices in 
ſummer, I know not. how this young gentleman while 
he proſecuted his ſtudies, got fight of me, either at 
church, or ſomewhere elſe, and in ſhort, being ſmitten, 
diſcloſed his paſſion from the windows of his own apart- 
ment, by ſo many tears and ſignificant expreſſions, that 
I believed him ſineere, and even loved him in my turn, 
without knowing the nature of my own diſtreſs. A- 
mong other ſigns, he made that of joining his hands, 
giving me to underſtand that he'would take me to wife ; 
and tho” I ſhould have been extremely glad to comply 
with that propoſal, as I was alone and motherleſs, I 
had no body to conſult, and therefore let it reſt, with- 
out granting him any other favour, except {when his 
father and mine were abroad) that of lifting up the 
canvas or lattice, that he might have a more perfect 
view of my perſon; and this condeſcenſion always 
tranſported him ſo much, that I was afraid he would 
have run ſtark mad with joy: in midſt of this com- 
merce, the time of my father's departure drew near, 
of which being informed, tho' not by me, for I never 
had an opportunity of telling him, he fell ſick, as I un- 
derſtand, of grief; ſo that, when we ſet out, I could 
not ſee him, as I wiſhed, to indulge one parting look : 
but, having travelled two days, juſt <1 entered the 
place at which we lodged laſt night, I perceived him 
ſtanding at the gate, diſguiſed ſo naturally in the habit 
of a muleteer, that it would have been impoſlible for 
me to know him, had not his image been ſo deeply im- 
printed on my foul. The ſight of him filled me with 
Joy and ſurprize; and he gazed upon me by ſtealth, 
unperceived by my father, from whom he always con- 
ceals his face, when he croſſes the road before me, or 
is obliged to appear at the inn where we lodge : know- 
ing therefore who he is, and that he travels or foot, 
undergoing ſo much hardſhip and fatigue for love of 
me, I am half dead with gricf and anxiety, and * 

. oever 
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ſoever he ſets his feet, there I fix my pitying eyes : I 
know not what he intends by thus following me, nor 
how he could manage to eſcape from his father, who 
loves him tenderly, becauſe he has no heir but him; 
and the young gentleman deſerves all his affection, as 
you will perceive when you ſee him. I can moreover 
aſſure you, what he ſings is the product of his own 
head; for, I have been told that he is a great ſcholar, 
and an excellent poet : every time I behold him, or 
hear him ſing, I ſtart and tremble from head to foot, be- 
ing afraid that he will be known by my father, and thus 
our mutual love be diſcovered ; for, tho? I never ſpoke 
to him in my life, my paſſion is ſo violent, that with- 
out him I ſhall not be able to live. This, dear madam, 
is all I can ſay concerning that muſician whoſe voice 
hath given you ſuch pleaſure ; and is alone ſufficient to 
convince you, that he is not a muleteer, but the lord 
of towns and hearts, as I have deſcribed him. 
Enough, Donna Clara: (faid Dorothea kiſhng her 
with great affection) ſay no more; but, wait with pa- 
tience till the approach of a new day, when, I hope in 
God, to manage matters ſo well, as to bring ſuch a 
virtuous beginning to an happy end.“ Ah, madam |! 
replied the young lady, what happy end can be expected, 
ſeeing his father is a man of ſuch rank and fortune, 
that he would think me unworthy to be the ſervant, 
much leſs the wife of his ſon ? And as to marrying him 
without my own father's conſent, I would not do it for 
the whole univerſe. All I deſite is, that the young gentle- 
man would return ; perhaps his abſence, and the length 
of the journey we have undertaken, will alleviate the 
uneaſineſs I at preſent feel, tho* I muſt own, I believe 
that remedy will have ſmall effect. I cannot conceive 
what the deuce is the matter with me ; nor how this 
ſame love got entrance into my heart, conſidering how 
young we both are ; for, I really believe we are of the 
ſame age, and my father ſays that till Michaelmas next, 
I ſhall not be ſixteen.” Dorothea could not help laugh- 
ing at theſe innocent obſervations of Donna Clara, to 
whom ſhe ſaid, Let us ſleep, my dear, during the little 
that I believe remains of the night: God will grant us 
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a new day, and if my {kill fails me not, every thing will 
ſucceed to our wiſh.” | 

They accordingly went to reſt, and a general filence 
prevailed over the whole houſe, in which there was not 
a ſoul awake, except the innkeeper's daughter and her 
maid Maritornes, who, by this time, being acquainted 
with the extravagant humour of Don Quixote, and 
knowing that he was then without the gate, keeping 
2 in arms, and on horſeback, determined to play 
ome trick upon him, or at leaſt, divert themſelves in 
liſtening to his folly. 

The inn chancing to have no window nor opening 
towards the field, but a hole thro* which they took in 
their ſtraw ; this pair of * demi-ladies there took their 
ſtation, and obſerved Don Quixote, who ſat on horſe- 
back, leaning upon his Jance, and breathing from time 
to time ſuch profound and doleful ſighs, as ſeemed to 
tear his very ſou] : they likewiſe heard him pronounce, 
in a ſoft, complacent and amorous tone, O my dear 
miſtreſs, Dulcinea del Toboſo ! thou perfection of beau- 
ty, ſcope and ſum total of diſcretion, cabinet of good 
humour, depoſitory of virtue, and laſtly, the idea of all 
that is uſeful, chaſte and delectable in this life! in 
what art thou at preſent, employed? Art thou reflect- 
ing upon thy captive knight, who voluntarily ſubjects 
himſelf to ſuch dangers, with the ſole view of ſerving 
thee? Give me ſome information of my love, thou 
three-faced luminary ! who now, perhaps, with envious 
eyes, beholdeſt her walking thro' ſome gallery of her 
ſumptuous palace, or leaning over ſome balcony, re- 
volving in her mind, how, without impairing the deli- 
cacy of her honour, ſhe may aſſwage the torments 
that this heart endures on her account ; how ſhe may 
crown my ſufferings with glory ; my care with comfort ; 
in fine, my death with new life, and my ſervice with 
reward: and thou ſun, who by this time muſt be buſy 
in harneſſing thy ſteeds to light the world, and enjoy 
the fight of her who is the ſovereign of my ſoul, I in- 


treat 


® In the original Demi-Donzellas, equivalent to the modern term 
Demireps, 
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treat thee to ſalute her in my behalf; but, in thy ſa- 
lutation, beware of touching her amiable countenance, 
elſe I ſhall be more jealous of thee than ever thou waſt 
of that nimble ingrate, who made thee ſweat ſo much 
along the plains of Theſſaly, or banks of Peneus; for, 
I do not remember thro* which thou ran'ſt, ſo jealous 
and enamoured.“ 
So far had the knight proceeded in this piteous ex- 
clamation, when the innkeeper's daughter whiſpered 
ſoftly, <* Sir knight, will your worſhip be pleaſed to 
come this way? Hearing this invitation, he lifted up 
his eyes, and by the light of the moon, which was then 
in full ſplendor, perceived them beckon to him from 
the ſtraw-hole, which he miſtook for a window, adorned 
with gilded bars, ſuitable to the grandeur of ſuch a 
magnificent caſtle as the inn appeared : then, his crazy 
imagination inſtantly ſuggeſted, as before, that the 
beauteous damſel, daughter of the conſtable, being cap- 
tivated by his perſon, intended again to ſolicit his love. 
On this ſuppoſition, that he might not ſeem diſcourteous 
or ungrateful, he turned Rozinante, and riding up to 
the hole, no ſooner perceived the two lafſes, than he 
faid, I am extremely concerned, moſt beautiful lady, 
that you have fixed your amorous inclinations where it 
is impoſſible they ſhould meet with that return which 
is due to your rank and qualifications ; but, you ought 
not to impute your diſappointment to 8 4 fault in me, 
whom love hath rendered incapable of yielding my 
heart to any other but to her, who at firſt fight took 
abſolute poſſeſſion of my ſoul. Pardon my refuſal, ho- 
noured madam, and retire to your apartment, without 
ſeeking to explain your ſentiments more fully, that J 
may not appear inſenſible or ungrateful ; _ it your 
love can find in me the power of giving you any other 
ſort of ſatisfaction, you may freely command my ſervice; 
for, I ſwear by that abſent and amiable enemy of mine, 
to gratify your wiſh immediately ; even if you 
ſhould defire to have a lock of Meduſa's hair, which 
was alteggther compoſed of ſnakes, or the rays of the 
ſun confined in a vial.” 4 
Sir knight, anſwered Maritornes, my lady has no 
occaſion for either of theſe things,” © What then is 


your 
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our lady's 88 diſcreet duenna ?” reſumed the 
night. <* ly the favour of one of your beautiful 
hands, replied Maritornes, with which ſhe may, in ſome 
meaſure, indulge the longing deſire that brought her to 
this ſtraw-hole, ſo much to the danger of her reputation, 
that if ſhe ſhould be detected by her father, the firſt 
ſlice of his indignation would coſt her an ear at leaſt.” 
I would fain ſee him take that liberty, ſaid Don 
Quixote ; but, he will take care to refrain from an 
ſuch acts of barbarity, unleſs he has a mind I ſhoul 
bring him to the moſt calamitous exit that ever hap- 
pened to a father, for having laid violent hands upon 
the delicate members of his enamoured daughter,” 
Maritornes concluding that he would certainly grant 
the requeſt, and having already determined on what ſhe 
was to do, ran down to the ſtable, and laid hold of 
the halter belonging to Sancho's aſs, with which ſhe 
inſtantly returned, juſt when Don Quixote had made 
ſhift to ſet his feet on the ſaddle that he might reach 
the gilded window, at which he imagined the wound- 
ed damſel was ſtanding : preſenting therefore, his hand, 
„ Receive, madam, ſaid he, that hand, or rather that 
chaſtiſer of all evil-doers ; receive, I fay, that hand, 
which was never touched by any other woman, not 
even by her who is in poſſeſſion of my whole body. I 
do not preſent it to be kiſſed; but, that you may con- 
template the contexture of its nerves, the knittings of 
the muſcles, the large and ſwelling veins ; from whence 
you may conjecture what ſtrength muſt refide in the 
arm to which it belongs.” © That we ſhall ſee pre- 
ſently,” ſaid Maritornes, who having made a running 
knot on the halter, fixed it upon his wriſt, and deſ- 
cending from the hole, made faſt the other end to the 
bolt of the hay-loft door. The knight feeling the 
roughneſs of this bracelet, ſaid, . Your ladyſhip ſeems 
to raſp rather than to claſp my hand: do not treat it 
ſo cruelly ; for, it is not to blame for what you ſuffer, 
from inclination ; nor is it juſt. that ſuch a ſmall part 
ſhould bear the whole brunt of your indignation : con- 
ſider that one who is ſuch a friend to love, ought not 
to be ſo attached to revenge.” 
* 4 . A ; & All 
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All theſe expoſtulations of Don Quixote were utter- 


ed ein vain; for, as ſoon as Maritornes had tied him 
up, ſhe and her companion, ready to expire with laugh- 


ing, left him faſtened in ſuch a manner, that it was 


impoſſible for him to get looſe: thus, while he ſtood on 
Rozinante's back, with his whole arm thruſt up into the 
ſtraw- hole, and faſt tied to the bolt of the door, he 
. was in the utmoſt apprehenſion and dread, that if his 
-horſe ſhould make the leaſt motion to either fide, he 
muſt loſe his ſupport, and the weight of his whole 
body hang by one arm; ſo that he durſt not venture 
to ſtir; tho' he might have expected from the patience 
and peaceful diſpoſition of Rozinante, that he would 

ſtand motionleſs for a whole century. In ſhort, find- 
ing himſelf thus tucked up, and the ladies vaniſhed, he 
. imagined that the whole had been effected by the power 


of enchantment, which he had experienced once before, 


in that ſame caſtle, when he was belaboured by the en- 
chanted Moor of a carrier; and curſed, within him- 
ſelf, his want of conduct and diſcretion, in entering a 
ſecond.time that fortreſs in which he had fared ſo ill at 


firſt 3 it being a maxim among knights-errant, that when 


they prove an adventure, without ſucceſs, they con- 
clude it is reſerved for another, and therefore think it 
unneceſſary to make a ſecond trial, Nevertheleſs, he 


pulled with intention to diſengage his arm, but, he 


was ſo well ſecured, that all his efforts were ineſfeCtual : 
rrue it is, he pulled with caution, that Rozinante might 
not he diſturbed ; and tho' he had a longing defire of 

fitting down upon the ſaddle again, he found that he 


maſt either continue in his preſent upright poſture, ox. 


9. - 
ke of 


part with his hand: then, he began to wiſh for the 
word of Amadis, againſt which · no enchantment could 
prevail; then curſed his fortune: then exaggerated the 
loſs which the world would ſuſtain, while he remained 
enchanted, as he formerly believed himſelf to be; then 


he reflected anew upon his beloved Dulcinea del Tobo- 


ſo; then he called to his truſty ſquire Sancho Panza, 
who, ſtretched upon the pannel of his aſs, and buried in 
ſleep, at that inſtant, retained no remembrance of the 
mother that bore him; then he implored the aſſiſtance 


of the two ſages Lirgando and Alquife; then he invoked 
Vor.. II. a7 bis 
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his good friend Urganda, for ſuccour in his diſtreſs ; 
and, in fine, the morning found him in that ſituation, 
ſo diſtracted and perplexed, that he roared; aloud like a 
bull, without expecting that the day would put an end 
to his diſaſter, which he thought would be eternal, be- 
lieving himſelf aCtually inchanted : and this opinion was 
confirmed, by his ſeeing that Rozinante ſcarce offered 
to ſtir; for, he was perſuaded, that in this manner, with- 
out eating, drinking, or ſleeping, he and his horſe would 
continue until the evil influence of the ſtars ſhould paſs 
over, or ſome other ſage of ſuperior ſkill diſengage 
them from their enchantment. | 

But for once he was miſtaken in his calculation ; 
for, day had ſcarce begun to dawn, when four men on 
Horſeback arrived at the inn, well mounted and ac- 
coutred with carbines hanging at their ſaddle-bows : 
the knight perceiving from the place, where, in ſpite- 
of his misfortune, he ſtill kept guard, that they thun- 
dered for entrance at the gate, which was ſtill ſhut, 
called, in an arrogant and haughty tone, © Knights or 
ſquires, or whoſover you are, you have no buſineſs to 
make ſuch a noiſe at the gate of this caſtle ; for, it is 
very plain, that either the people within are aſleep, or 
unaccuſtomed, at theſe hours, to open the fortreſs, which 
you cannot enter before the ſun riſe. Retire therefore, 
and wait until the day be farther advanced, and then we 
ſhall ſee whether or not you have any title to be ad- 
mitted.” 

What the devil of a fortreſs or caſtle is this, that 


we mult obſerve ſuch ceremony ! ſaid one of the com- 


pany: f you are the innkeeper, order ſomebody to 
open the door: we are all travellers, and only want to 
bait, that we may forthwith proceed on our journey; 
for, we are in haſte.” „Gentlemen, replied Don 
Quixote, do you think I reſemble an innkeeper ?” „1 
don't know what you reſemble, anſwered the other 3 
but this I know, that you talk nonſenſe, in calling this 
inn a caſtle.” A caſtle it is, cried the knight, and 
one of the beſt in this province; nay, at this very in- 
ſtant, it contains thoſe who have wore crowns on their 


heads, and wielded ſceptres in their hands.“ * Or ra- 


ther the reverſe, ſaid the traveller ; that is, the ſceptre 
on 
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on the head, and the crown in the hand“; but, per- 


haps, there may be within ſome company of ſtrollers 
who frequently wear theſe crowns and ſceptres, you 


mention; for, otherwiſe, in ſuch a ſorry inn, without 


any ſort of noiſe or ſtir, I cannot believe that any per- 
ſons of ſuch note would lodge.” „ You know little 
of the world, replied Don Quixote, ſince you are fo 
ignorant of the events that happen in knight-ercant- 
ry.” 

The other horſemen being tired with this dialogue 
that paſſed between the knight and their companion, be- 
gan again to knock and bawl with ſuch vociferation, 
that the landlord waking, roſe to ſee who called fo fu- 
riouſly : about this time, one of the horſes belonging to 
the travellers, drew near and ſmelled at Rozinante, who 
ſad and melancholy, with his ears hanging down, ſtood 
ſupporting his outſtretched maſter, without ſtirring ; 
but, at length, being made of fleth, tho? he ſeemed to 
have been carved out of a block, he was ſenſible of the 
civility, and turned about to repay the compliment to 
the courteous ſtranger; and ſcarce had he moved one 
ſtep, when both his maſter's feet ſlipping from the ſad- 
dle, he would have tumbled to the ground, had not he 
hung by his arm, which endured ſuch torture in the 
ſhock, that he verily believed it was cut off by the wriſt, 
or torn away by the ſhoulder. He was ſuſpended ſo 
low, that the tops of his toes almoſt touched the ground; 
a circumſtance that increaſed his calamity ; for, feeling 
how little he wanted of being firmly ſuſtained, he 
ſtretched and fatigued himſelf with endeavouring to fet 
his feet upon the ground, like thoſe wretches who, in 
undergoing the ſtrappado, being hoiſted up a very little 


ſpace, increaſe their own torment by their eager efforts 


to lengthen their bodies, miſled by the vain hope of 
reaching the ground. 


* Alluding to the delinquents, who were branded and marked with 
theie agures, 
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CHAP. XVII. 


A continuation of the ſurpriſing events that happened 
an the inn. 


ON Quixote actually made ſuch a hideous out- 
cry, that the innkeeper opened the door, and ran 
out to ſee what was the matter; while the ſtrangers 
that remained without were no leſs aſtoniſhed at his 
bellowing. Maritornes being alſo waked by the ſame 
noiſe, conjectured what might be the caſe, and going 
ſtraight to the hay-loft, without being perceived, unti- 
ed the halter that ſuſtained him, ſo that the knight 
came to the ground, in ſight of the landlord and ſtran- 
gers, who running up, aſked what was the matter with 
him, and wherefore he cried ſo violently ? without an 
ſwering one word, he looſed the tether from his wriſt, 
and riſing up, mounted Rozinante, braced his target, 
- couched his lance, and making a pretty large circuit in 
the field, returned at a half gallop, pronouncing with 
great emphaſis, If any perſon whatever ſayeth, that 
I have juſtly ſuffered enchantment, I here, with the 
permiſhon of my lady princeſs Micomicona, give him 
the lie, challenge and defy him to fingle combat,” 

The travellers were amazed at his words; but, their 
aſtoniſhment abated, when the innkeeper told them 
who Don Quixote was, obſerving that they ought not 
to mind what he did, becauſe he was diſordered in his 
brain : they then aſked if he bad ſeen a youth about 
ſixteen years of age drefſed like a young muleteer, 
with ſuch and ſuch marks, giving an exact deſcription 
of Donna Clara's lover. The landlord anſwered, there 
were ſo many people in his houſe, that he could not 
poſſibly diſtinguiſh the perſon for whom they enquired; 
Lat, one of them perceiving the judge's coach, “He 
muſt certainly be here, ſaid be ; for this is the coach, 
which they ſay he followed : let one of us ſtay at the 
door, and the reſt go in to ſearch for him; it will alſo 
be proper that one go round the whole houſe, to pre- 
vent his eſcaping over the yard-wall, This plan being 
agreed upon, two of them entered the inn, another 
*%Mmained at the door, and the fourth rode * yo 

Oule 
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houſe to reconnoitre; while the landlord obſerving 
every thing that paſſed; could not conceive the meaning 
of all this care and diligence, altho' he believed they 
were in ſearch of the youth whom they had deſcribed, 
By this time, it was clear day-light, and upon that ac- 
count, as well as in conſequence of Don Quixote's 
roaring, all the company were awake, and got up, eſpe- 
cially Donna Clara and Dorothea, who had flept very 
little that night ; the firſt being diſturbed and alarmed, 
by reflecting that her lover was ſo near, and the other 
—_ awake by the deſire of ſeeing this pretended mu- 
teer. 

Don Quixote ſeeing that none of the travellers took 
the leaſt notice of him, or made any anſwer to his de- 
fiance, was tranſported with rage and vexation; and 
if he could have recollected any law of chivalry, au- 
thoriſing a knight-errant to undertake another enter- 
prize, while he was under promiſe and oath, to abſtain 
from any adventure, until that in which he was enga- 
ged already, was atchieved ; he would have affaulted 
them all together, and forced them to reply, contrary 
to their inclination : but, thinking it was neither expe- 
dient nor juſt to begin a new enterprize, until he had 
re-eſtabliſh 
he:choſe to be ſilent- . waiting to ſee the effects of that 
diligence praiſed by the new comers, one of wliom 
found the youth they came in queſt of, ſleeping by the 
fide of a muleteer, and little dreaming that any y 
was in ſearch of him; much leſs that he was in wy 
danger of being diſcovered. 'The man, however, ſhoo 
him by the arm, ſaying, © Truly, ſignor Don Lewis, 
this is a very ſuitable dreſs for one of your quality ; and 
the bed in which you now lie, extremely well adapted to 
the tenderneſs and delicacy in which your mother 
brought you up. by 

The youth rubbed his ſleepy eyes, and looking ſted- 
faſtly at the perſon who held him by the arm, no ſoot 
er perceived that he was one of his father's ſervants, 
than he was ſo much ſurpriſed and confounded, that 
for a good while, he could not ſpeak one word : while 

the domeſtic proceeded, ſaying, © At preſent, Don 
Lewis, there is nothing elſe to be done, but, to ex- 
13 ert 


ed the princeſs Micomicona on her throne; 
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ert your patience, and return home, if you are not re- 
ſolved that your father and my lady ſhall viſit the other 
world; for, nothing elſe can be expected from their 
anxiety at your abſence,” “ Haw did my father get 
notice that I travelled this road, and in this habit?“ 
faid Don Lewis. „A ſtudent, replied the ſervant, to 
whom you imparted your intention, was ſo much moved 
by the ſorrow that took poſſeſſion. of your parents, the 
moment you were miſled, that he diſcloſed your ſcheme 
to your father, who inſtantly diſpatched four of his 
domeſtics in ſearch of you; and we are all here, at 
your ſervice, infinitely rejoiced that we have now an 
opportunity of returning ſpeedily, and carrying you 
back to the longing eyes of thoſe by whom you are ſo 
much beloved.” „ That may depend upon my own 
will and the appointment of heaven,” ſaid the young 
nobleman. © What ſhould you will, or heaven ordain, 
but your immediate return, which indeed you cannot 
poſhbly avoid.” . 

All this converſation was overheard by the muleteer 
with whom Don Lewis lay, who got up immediately, 
and going to Don Fernando, Cardenio, and the ladies, 
who were already dreſſed, told them how the man call- 
ed his fellow-ſervant Don, and communicated every 
thing that paſſed between them, .concerning-the do- 
meſtic's propoſal of conducting him home again, and 
the youth's refuſal to comply with his deſire, This in- 
formation, together with the knowledge of that ſweet 
voice with which heaven had endowed him, excited in 
all the company, a deſire of knowing more particularly 
who he was, and even of aſſiſting him, ſhould they 
offer any violence to his inclination : for this purpoſe, 
therefore, they repaired to the place where he ſtill 
ſtood, talking and diſputing with his father's ſervant. 
At the ſame time, Dorothea coming out of her apart- 
ment, followed by Donna Clara, in the utmoſt confu- 
fon caued Cardenio afide, and briefly related to him, 
the ſtory of the muſician and the judge's daughter : and 
he in his turn, informed her of what -paſſed on the ar- 
rival of his father's ſervants. This, he ſpoke not ſo 
ſoftly, but that he was overheard by Clara, who was 


ſo much affected at the news, that if Dorothea 0 
| no! 
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not ſupported her, ſhe would have fallen to the 
ground: but, Cardenio deſired them to retire into their 
apartment, ſaying, he would endeavour to ſet every 
thing to rights, and they accordingly followed his ad- 
vice, 'Mean while, the four, who had come in queſt of 
Don Lewis, ſtood round him in the inn, perſuading him 
to return, without loſs of time, and conſole his melan- 
choly father; but, he aſſured them, he could by no 
means comply with their requeſt, until he had finiſhed 
an affair, upon which his honour, life and ſoul depended. 
Then the domeſtics began to be more urgent, proteſt- 
ing they would, in no ſhape, return without him; and 
declaring, that if he would not go ww,” they ſhould 
be obliged to carry him off, by force. That you ſhall 
never do, replied Don Lewis, unleſs you carry me off, 
dead : and indeed you may as well kill me, as force me 
away, in any ſhape.” 

Moſt of the people in the houſe were now gathered 
together to hear the diſpute, particularly Cardenio, 
Don Fernando, his companions, -the Judge, curate, 
-barber, and Don Quixote, who thought it was no 
longer neceſſary to guard the caſtle. Cardenio being 
already acquainted with the young man's ſtory, aſked 
what reaſon the domeſtics had to carry off the youth, 
contrary to his own inclination ? © Our motive, replied 
one of the four, is to retrieve his father's life, which is 
in danger of being loſt, on account of this young gen- 
tleman's abſence.” To this declaration Don Lewis an- 
ſwered, „ There is no reaſon why I ſhould here give 
an account of my affairs ; I am free, and will return, 
if I pleaſe; otherwiſe, none of you ſhall compel me 
into your meaſures,” “ Your honour will, I hope, 
hear reaſon, ſaid the ſervant; or if you ſhould not, it 
will be enough for us to execute our errand, as we are 
in duty bound.” 

Here the judge deſiring to know the whole affair 
from the bottom, the man having lived in the ſame 
neighbourhood, knew him, and replied, * My lord 
judge, don't you know that young gentleman is your 
neighbour's ſon, who hath abſented himſelf from his 
tather's houſe, in a dreſs altogether unbecoming his 


14 quality, 
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quality, as your lordſhip may perceive ?” Then the 
zudge looking at him more attentively, recollected his 
features, and embracing him, ſaid, «© Whata frolick is 
this, Don Lewis ? or what powerful cauſe hath in- 
_ duced you to come hither in a garb fo ill ſuited to your 
rank and fortune ?” The tears guſhing into the young 
man's v he could not anſwer one word to the judge, 
who deſired the four domeſtics to make themſelves eaſy, 
for, all would be well; then taking Don Lewis by the 
hand, he led him aſide, and aſked again, the cauſe of 
bis coming in that manner. 

While he was employed in this and other queſtions, 
they heard a great noiſe at the inn-door occaſioned by 
two men, who had lodged all night in-the houſe, and 
who ſeeing every body intent upon knowing the buſi- 
neſs of the four lad comers, reſolved to march off with- 
out paying their reckoning: but, the innkeeper, who 
minded his own affairs, more than thoſe of any other 
perſon, ſtopped them on the threſhold, demanded his 
money, and upbraided them for their evil intention, 
with ſuch abuſive language, as provoked them to an- 
ſwer by dint of fiſts, which they began to employ fo 
dextrouſly, that the poor landlord found himſelf under 
the neceſſity of calling aloud ſor aſſiſtance. His wife 
and daughter feeing no body ſo idle, conſequently ſo 
proper for the purpoſe, as Don Quixote, the damſel 
addreſſed him in theſe words; „ Sir knight, I beſeech 
your worſhip, by the valour which God hath given you, 
to go to the aſſiſtance of my poor father, whom two 
wicked men are now beating to a jelly.” To this re- 
queſt the knight replied, with great leiſure and infinite 
phlegm, © Beautiful young lady, I cannot at preſent 
grant your petition, being reſtricted from inter- 
meddling in any other adventure, until I ſhall 
have accompliſhed one, in which my honour is al- 
ready engaged: all that I can do for your ſervice, is 
this; run and defire your father to maintain the com- 
bat as well as he can, and by nd means allow himſelf 
to be overcome, until I go and aſk permiſſion of the 
princeſs Micomicona, to ſuccour him in his diſtreſs ; 
and, if I obtain it, be aſſured that I will reſcue 
him from all danger.” „ Sinner that I am! cried 

| ; Maritornes, 
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Maritornes, who was then preſent, before your wor- 
ſhip can obtain that permiſſion, my maſter will 'be in 
the other world,” * Allow me, madam, anſwered 
Don Quixote, to go and ſolicit the licence I mention, 
which 1t I obtain, I ſhall not make much account of his 
being in the other world, from whence I will retrieve 
him, though all its inhabitants ſhould combine to op- 
poſe me; at leaſt, I ſhall take ſuch vengeance on thoſe 
who have ſent him thither, as will give you full and 
ample ſatisfaQtion,” 

So ſaying, he went and kneeled before Dorothea, 
begging, in the ſtile and manner of knight-errantry, that 
her highneſs would be pleaſed to give him permiſſion to 
run and aſſiſt the conſtable of the caſtle, who was, at 
that time, involved in a very grievous diſaſter. The 

rinceſs having very graciouſly granted his requeſt, he 
— on his target, unſheathed his ſword, and ran to 
the gate where the two gueſts ſtill continued pummel- 
ling the landlord; but, as ſoon as he beheld them, he. 
ſtopped ſhort, as if ſuddenly ſurprized, and when Ma- 
ritornes and her miſtreſs aſked what hindered him from 

iving aſſiſtance to their maſter and huſband, « Jam 
hindeced, anſwered the knight, by a law, which will 
not permit me to uſe my ſword againſt plebeians ; but, 
call hither my ſquire Sancho, for to him it belongs, 
and is peculiar to engage in ſuch vengeance or de- 
fence.” | 

This tranſaction happened on the very field of battle, 
while kicks and cuffs were dealt with infinite dexterity, 


to the no ſmall prejudice of the innkeeper's carcaſs, and 


the rage of his wite, daughter, and Maritornes, who 
were half-diſtracted - at ſeeing the cowardice of Don 
Quixote, and the diſtreſs of their lord and maſter, But 
let us here leave him awhile ; for, he ſhall not want 
one to aſſiſt him; or elſe, let him ſuffer with patience, 
and hold his tongue as becomes thoſe who.'raſhly un- 
dertake adventures which they have not ſtrength to at- 
chieve; and let us retreat backwards, about fifty yards, 
to ſee what anſwer Don Lewis made to the judge, 
whom we left inquiring the cauſe of his travelling on 
foot-in ſuch a mean habit. 'The youth, ſqueezing both 
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his hands with great eagerneſs, in token of the excef- 
five grief that wrung his heart, and ſhedding a flood of 
tears, replied to this queſtion, ** Dear fir, I can give 
you no other reaſon, but that from the firſt momentthat 
fortune made us neighbours, and heaven ordained that 
I ſhould ſee Donna Clara, your Daughter and my de- 
light, I, that inſtant, made her miſtreſs of my heart ; 
and if your inclination, my real lord and-father, does 
not oppoſe my happineſs, this very day the ſhall bemy 
lawful wife : for her I forſook my father's houſe, and 
diſguiſcd myſelf in this manner, with a reſolution to 
follow whitherſoever ſhe ſhould go, direCting my views 
towards her, like the arrow to its mark, and the needle 
to the pole; though ſhe knows no more of my paſſion 
than what ſhe may have underſtood from the tears 
which, at a diſtance, ſhe hath often ſeen me ſhed, You 
yourſelf, my lord, know the rank and fortune of my fa- 
ther, whoſe ſole heir Lam : if you think that a motive 
ſuſficient for venturing to make me perfectly happy, re- 
ceive me immediately as your ſon; and though my fa- 
ther, prompted, perhaps, by other views, ſhould be diſ- 
obliged at the bleſſing which I have choſen for myſelf, 
it is in the power of time to work greater changes and 
alterations than human prudence can foreſee.” 

Here the enamoured youth left off ſpeaking, and the 
judge remained in the utmoſt ſuſpenſe ; not only, ad- 
miring the diſcretion with which Don Lewis had diſ- 
cloſed his paſſion, but alſo finding himſelf perplexed 
about the reſolution he was take, in ſuch a ſudden 
and unexpected affair. He therefore made no other 
reply for the preſent, but, to deſire he would make him- 
ſelf eaſy, and detain his ſervants a day longer, that he 
might have time to conſider what ſteps it would be 
moſt proper to take, for the ſatisfaction of all concern- 
ed. Don Lewis kiſſed his hands by force, and even bath- 
ed them with his tears; a circumſtance ſufficient to melt 
an heart of marble, much more that of the judge, who, 
being a man of prudence, had already conceived all the 
advantages of ſuch a match for his daughter; though 
he wiſhed it could be effected, if poſſible, with the con- 
fent of the young man's father, who, he knew, had 
ſome pretenſions to a title for his ſon. 4 

y \ 
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By this time peace was re-eſtabliſhed between the 
innkeeper and his two lodgers, who being perſuaded by 
the arguments and exhortations of Don Quixote, more 
than by his threats, had paid their reckoning to the laſt 
farthing; and the ſervants of Don Lewis waited the 
reſult of the judge's advice, together with their maſ- 
ter's reſolution ; when the devil, who is ever watchful, 
ſo ordered matters, that the barber ſhould juſt then 


enter the inn; that very barber from whom Don Quix- 


ote had retrieved Mambrino's helmet, and Sancho Pan- 
za taken, by force, the furniture of his aſs, which he 


had exchanged for his own. This individual ſhaver, as 
be led his beaſt to the ſtable, perceived Sancho employ- 
ed in mending ſomething that belonged to the pannel, 


and knowing him at firſt ſight, aſſaulted the ſquire in a 
trice, crying, Ha ! Don thief, I have caught you at 


laſt. Reſtore my baſon, and pannel, with all the furni- 


ture you ſtole from me.” 


Sancho ſeeing himſelf ſo ſuddenly attacked, and hear» - 
ing the reproachful language of his antagoniſt, with one 
hand laid faſt hold on the pannel, and with the other 
beſtowed upon the barber ſuch a flap on the face, as 


bathed his whole jaws- in blood. But, for all that, he 


would not quit the pannel which he had alfo ſeized ; - 
on the contrary, he raiſed his voice fo high as to alarm 


the whole company, and bring them to the ſcene of 
contention, crying, © Juſtice ! help in the king's name! 
this robber wants to murder me, becauſe I endeavour. 


to recover my own property.” Lou lie, anſwered the 


ſquire, I am no robber; my lord Don Quixote won 
theſe ſpoils fairly. in battle.” The knight coming up, 


among the reſt, beheld, with infinite ſatisfaction, his 
ſquire ſo alert in offending and defending, .and looking 
upon him from thenceforward as a man of valour, re- 
ſolved, in his heart, to have him dubbed with the firſt 
opportunity, confident that on him the order of knight- 
hood would be very well beſtowed. . Among other 
things alleged by the barber in the courſe of the fray, . 
« Gentlemen, ſaid. he, that pannel belongs as much to 
me as my ſoul belongs to God; for, I know-it as well 
as if it had been produced by my own body; and 
though Ihad all the mind in the world, my aſs, which 

| | is. 
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is now in the ſtable, would not ſuffer me to tell a falſe- 
hood: fince you will not take my word, pray go and 
try it 1-pon his back, and if it does not fit him to a hair, 
I ſhall give you leave to call me the greateſt liar upon 
earth. Beſides, the very ſame day on which they took 
my pannel, they alſo robbed me of a new braſs baſow 
never hanſelled, that coſt me a good crown.“ 

Don Quixote hearing this, could contain himſelf no 
longer, but interpoſed between the combatants, whom 
he parted, and depoſiting the pannel on the ground, to 
be publicly viewed until the truth ſhould appear, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf thus, to the ſpeQators: “Gentlemen, 

ou may now clearly and manifeſtly perceive how this 

honeſt ſhaver errs in his judgment, by calling that a 
baſon, which was, is, and ſhall be, Mambrino's helmet : 
a piece of armour I won in fair and open battle, and 
now poſſeſs by the juſt laws of conqueſt, With regard 
to the pannel I will not intermeddle : all that I can ſay 
of the matter, is, that my ſquire Sancho having aſked 
permiſſion to take the trappings of that coward's.horſe 
and adorn his own with them, I gave him leave, and 
he took them accordingly ; though I can give no other 
reaſon for their being now converted into a pannel, but, 
that ſuch transformations frequently happen in the 
events of chivalry : yet, as a confirmation of what I 
fay, run, friend Sancho, and bring hither the helmet, 
which this honeſt man calls a baſon.” 

« Fore God! anſwered Sancho, if your worſhip has 
no better proof of our honourable doings than what 
you mention, Mambrino's helmet will turn out a baſon, 
as certainly as this honeſt man's trappings are tranſmo- 
graphied into a pannel.“ „Do what I order, replied 
the knight; ſure I am, every thing in this caftle cannot 
be conducted by inchantment.“ Sancho went accor- 
dingly, and fetched this baſon or helmet of Mambrino, 
as his maſter called it, which Don Quixote. taking in 
his hand, ſaid, © Behold, gentlemen, with what face 
this plebeian can affirm that this is a baſon, and not 
the helmet I have mentioned : now, I ſwear by the or- 
der of knighthood I profeſs, that this is the individual 
helmet which I took from him, without the leaſt addi- 

tion 


# Literally, «© Lady of a crown.” 
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tion or diminution,” “ Without all manner of doubt, 
ſaid Sancho; for ſince my maſter won it, to this good 
hour he hath uſed it but in one battle, when he deliver- 
ed thoſe miſchievous galley-ſlaves; and if it had not 
been for that ſame baſon-helmet, he could not have 
come off ſo well : for, there was a deadly ſhower of 
ſtones rained upon his pate in that ſtorm, 


CHAP. XVIII. 


The deciſion of the doubts concerning Mambrino's hel- 


met and the pannel; with a full and true account of 
many other adventures. 


6 Entlemen, ſaid the barber, pray, favour me 
with your opinion, concerning what 1s affirm'd 
by theſe gentlefolks, who ſo obſtinately maintain that 
this is not a baſon but a helmet?“ « And if any one 
affirms to the contrary, replied Don Quixote, T will 
make him ſenſible that he lies, if he be a knight; and 
if a plebeian, that he lies a thoufand times.” His own 
townſman, who was preſent all the while, being well 
acquainted with the knight's humour, reſolved to en- 
courage him in his extravagance, and carry on the joke 
for the diverſion of the company: with. this view, he 
addreſſed himſelf to the other ſhaver, ſaying, “ Mr. 
Barber, or whoſoever you are, you muſt know that I 
am of the ſame profeſſion : I have had a certificate of 
my examination theſe twenty years; and know very 
well, all the inſtruments of the art without excepting 
one : I was moreover, a ſoldier in my youth, conſe- 
quently can diſtinguiſh an helmet, a morrion, and a 
caſque, with its beaver, together with every thing rela- 
ting to military affairs; I mean, the different kinds of 
armour wore by ſoldiers in the field: I ſay, under cor- 
rection, and (till with ſubmiſſion to better judgment, 
that the object now in diſpute, which that worth 
gentleman holds in his hand, is not only no barber's 
baſon, but alſo, as far from being one as black is from 
white, or falſehood from truth. TI likewiſe aver that 
tho? it is an helmet, it is not entire,” © You are cer- 
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tainly in the right, ſaid Don Quixote, for it wants one 

half, which is the beaver.” - | | 
'The curate, who by this time, underſtood the inten- 
tion of his friend, ſeconded this afſeveration which was: 
alſo confirmed by Cardenio, Don Fernando, and his 
companions, and the judge himſelf would have bore a 
part in the jeſt, had he. not been engroſſed by the af- 
fair of Don Lewis; but, that earneſt buſineſs kept 
him in ſuch perplexity of thought, that he could give 
little or no attention to the joke that was going for- 

ward. 

©« Good God! cried the barber, with amazement; 
is it poſſible that ſo many honourable perſons ſhould 
pronounce this baſon to be a helmet! an aſſertion ſuf- 
ficient to aſtoniſh a whole univerſity, let it be ever ſo 
learned. Well: if that baſon be an helmet, T ſuppoſe 
the pannel muſt be a horſe's trappings too, as this 
entleman ſays.” © To me it ſeems a pannel, replied. 
the knight: but, as I have already obſerved, I will not 
pretend to decide whether it be the pannel of an aſs, 
or the furniture of a ſteed.“ «© Don Quixote has no 
more to do but ſpeak his opinion, ſaid the curate ;. for, 
in affairs of chivalry,. all theſe gentlemen, and even 
the ladies, yield to his ſuperior underſtanding.” © By 
heaven ! gentlemen,. cried the knight, ſo many ſtrange. 
accidents have. happened to me, twice that I have 
lodged in this callle, that Iwill not venture poſitively. 
to affirm the truth of any thing that may be aſked re-- 
lating to it; for I imagine that every thing in this place 
is conducted by the power: of inchantment. The firſt 
time I paſſed the night in this place, I was haraſſed: 
extremely, by an enchanted Moor that refides in the 
caſtle, while Sancho was almoſt as roughly handled by 
ſome of his attendants ; and this very night I was ſuſ- 
pended by one arm, for the ſpace of two hours, with- 
out knowing how or wherefore I incurred that misfor- 
tune. For me therefore, to give my opinion in a caſe 
of ſuch perplexity, would be a raſh decifion : with re- 
gard to the helmet which they ſay is a bafon, I have 
already expreſſed my ſentiments 57 but, dare not give 
a definitive ſentence, by declaring, whether that be a 
pannel or horſe's furniture, That I leave to the judg- 
ment 
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ment of the good company; who, not being knights 
asI am, perhaps are not ſubjected to the enchantments of 
this place, but, enjoying their faculties clear and un- 
diſturbed, can judge of theſe things, as they really and 
truly are, not as they appear to my imagination.“ 
« Doubtleſs, replied Don Fernando, ſignor Don Quix- 
ote manifeſts his own prudence, in obſerving, that to 
us belongs the determination of this affair, which, that 
it may be the better founded, I will, in private, take 
the opinions of this' compapy, one by one, and then 
openly declare the full reſult of my inquiry.“ 

To thoſe who were acquainted with the knight's hu- 
mour, this propoſal afforded matter of infinite diverſion; 
but, the reſt being ignorant of the joke, looked upon it 
as a piece of downright madneſs : this was particularly 
the opinion of the domeſtics belonging to Don Lewis, 
which was even eſpouſed by himſelf and four travellers 
juſt arrived, who ſeemed to be troopers of the holy 
s as indeed they were; but, he that almoſt 
ran diſtracted, was the barber whoſe bafon was, even 
in his fight, transformed into Mambrino's helmet, 
while he expected every moment that his pannel would 
be certainly declared the rich trappings and furniture 
of a horſe. Every body laughed to fee Don Fernando 
going about with great gravity, collecting opinions in 
whiſpers, that each might privately declare, whether 
that jewel, about which there had been ſuch obſtinate 
diſputes, was the pannel of an aſs, or the furniture of 
a ſteed. Having received the anſwers of all thoſe who 
knew Don Quixote, he pronounced aloud, * Truly, 
honeſt friend, I am quite tired with aKing ſo many 
opinions; for, every one to whom ] put the queſtion, 
affirms it is downright diſtraction to call this a pannel, 
which is certainly the furniture of a horſe, and that 
too of an excellent breed. Therefore you muſt e'en 
have patience ; for, in ſpite of you and the teſtimony 
of your aſs to boot, an horſe's furniture it mult remain, 
as you have failed fo egregioully in the proof of what 
you allege.” „* May I never taſte the joys of heaven! 
cried the tranſported barber, if you are not all de- 
ceived; and ſo may my ſoul appear before God, as 
this appears to me, a meer pannel, and not the 
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furniture of an horſe! but, thus* might overcomes 

——1 ſay no more, neither am I drunk, being freth 
and faſting from every thing but ſin.? 

The company laughed as heartily. at the ſimplicity of 
the barber as the extravagance of the knight, who up- 
on this decifion, ſaid, “ Nothing now remains, but 
that every. one ſhould take his own again; and ma 
+ St. Peter bleſs what God beſtows.“ One of the four 
ſervants belonging to Don Lewis now interpoſed, ſaying, 
If this be not a premeditated joke, I cannot perſuade 
myſelf that people of ſound underſtanding, ſuch as all 
this company are or ſeem to be, ſhould venture to ſay 
and aſhrm, that this is no baſon, nor that a pannel; 
yet, ſeeing this is both ſaid and affirmed, I conceive 
there muſt be ſome myſtery in thus inſiſting upon a 
thing ſo contrary to truth and experience; for, by God! 
(an oath he ſwore with great. emphaſis) all the people 
on earth ſhall never make me believe that this is not a 
barber's baſon, or that not the pannel of an he aſs.“ 
% Why not of a ſhe aſs?“ ſaid the curate. That diſ- 
tinction makes no difference, ſaid the ſervant, nor has 
it any concern with the diſpute, which is occaſioned by 
your ſaying that it is not a pannel at all.” X 

At the ſame time, one of the troopers,. who had en-- 
tered and been witneſs to the quarrel in queſtion, 
could no longer contain his choler and diſpleaſure at 
what he heard, and therefore ſaid, in a furious tone, 
ec if that is not a pannel, my father never begat me; 
and he that ſays, or ſhall ſay the contrary, muſt be 
drunk.” © You lie, like an infamous ſoundrel, re- 

lied Don Quixote, who lifting up his lance, which he. 
ſtill kept in his hand, aimed ſuch a ſtroke at the troop- 
er's ſkull, that if he had not been very expeditious in 
ſhifting it, he would have been ſtretched at full length 
upon the ground, on which the weapon was ſhivered to 
pieces: the reſt of the troop, ſeeing their companion 
ſo roughly handled, raiſed their voices crying.for help 
to the holy brotherhood :. the innkeeper being of that 


fraternity, ran in for his tipſtaff and ſword, and eſ- 
| pouſed 


* The original wculd be mcre literally ti anſlited, by faying, 
The law's meaſure is the king's pleaſure,” 
+ A bridal benediction. 
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pouſed the cauſe of his brethren; the domeſtics ſur- 
rounded Don Lewis, that he might not eſcape in the 
ſcuffle; the barber ſeeing the houſe turned topſy turvy, 
laid hold again of the pannel, which was at the fame 
time ſeized by Sancho; Don Quixote attacked the 
troopers ſword in hand; Don Lewis called to his ſer- 
vants to leave him, and go to the aſſiſtance of Carde- 
nio and Don Fernando, who had ranged themſelves on 
the ſide of Don Quixote; the curate exhorted, the 
landlady ſcreamed, the daughter wept, Maritornes blub- 
bered, Dorothea was confounded, Lucinda perplexed, 
and Donna Clara fainted away ; the barber pummelled 
Sancho, who returned the compliment; one of the ſer- 
vants preſuming to ſeize Don Lewis by the arm, that 
he might not run away, the young gentlemen gave him 
ſuch a ſlap in the face, as bathed all his teeth in blood; 
the judge exerted himſelf in his defence. Don Fernan- 
do having brought one of the troopers to the ground, 
kicked his whole carcaſe to his heart's content: the 
landlord raiſed his voice again, roaring for help to the 
holy brotherhood; ſo that the whole inn was a ſcene 
of lamentation, cries, ſhrieks, confuſion, dread, diſmay, 
diſaſter, back-ſtrokes, cudgelling, kicks, cuffs, and ef- 
fuſion of blood. In theimdſt of this labyrinth, chaos, 
and compoſition of mifchief, Don Quixote's imagination 
ſuggeſted, that he was all of a ſudden involved in the 
confuſion of Agramonte's camp; and therefore pro- 
nounced, with a voice that made the whole inn reſound; 
© Let every man forbear, put up his ſword, be quiet 
and liſten, unleſs he be weary of his life,” 

On hearing this exclamation, all the combatants pauf- 
ed, while he -proceeded thus: “ Did not I tell you, 
gentlemen, that this caſtle was enchanted, ' and doubt- 
leſs, inhabited by a whole legion of devils; as a proof 
of which, you may now perceive, with your own eyes, 
how the diſcord and mutiny in Agramonte's camp is 
tranſlated hither: behold, in one place, we fight for a 
ſword; in another, for a horſe; in a third, for an ea» 
gle; and in a fourth, for a helmet; in ſhort, we are 
all by the ears together, for we know not what, Ad- 
vance therefore, my lord judge, and Mr. curate, and in 
the perſons of Agramonte and-king Sobrino, re-eſtabliſh 

| peace 
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peace among us; for, by Almighty God! it were 
wicked and abſurd, that perſons of our importance 
ſhould be ſla in in ſuch a frivolous cauſe,” 

The troopers, who did not underſtand the knight's 
ſtile, and found themſelves very ſeverely treated by Don 
Fernando, Cardenio, and their companions, would not 
be pacified: but, it was otherwiſe with the barber, who 
in the ſcuffle , had loſt both his pannel and beard: San- 
cho, who like a faithful ſervant, minded the leaſt hint 
of his maſter, willingly obeyed; and the ſervants of 
Don Lewis were fain to be quiet, ſeeing how little they 
had got by concerning themſelves in the fray ; the inn- 
keeper alone, inſiſted upon their chaſtiſing the inſolence 
of that madman, who was every moment throwing the 
whole houſe into confuſion; at length, the diſturbance 
was appeaſed, the pannel remained as an horſe's furni- 
ture, till the day of judgment, the baſon as an helmet, 
and the inn as a caſtle, in Don Quixote's imagination. 

Every thing being thus amicably compoſed, by the 

perſuaſion of the judge and prieſt, the ſervants of Don 
Lewis began again to preſs him, with great obſtinacy, 

ta {et out with them for his father's houſe immediately; 

and while he expoſtulated with them, -the judge conſult- 
.ed with Don Fernando, Cardenio, and the curate, about 

what he ſhould do on this occaſion; imparting to them 

the declaration Don Lewis had made: at laſt, it was 

agreed that Don Fernando ſhould tell the ſervants who 

he was; and expreſs a deſire, that Don Lewis ſhould 

accompany him to Andaluſia, where his brother the 
marquis would entertain him according to his rank and 

merit; ſor, he well knew the young gentleman was 

fixed in the determination of being cut to pieces, rather 
than return to his father, at that time. The domeſtics 
| being informed of Don Fernando's quality, and under- 
ſtanding the reſolution of Don Lewis, determined 
amongſt themſelves, that three of them ſhould return 
| and give the father an account of what had happened, 
while the fourth ſhould attend the young gentleman, 

until they ſhould either come back for him, or know his 
father's pleaſure. 
In this manner was that accumulation of quarrels ap- 
peaſed, by the authority of Agramonte and is” of 
ing 
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king Sobrino; but, the enemy of concord and rival of 
gy being thus foiled and diſappointed, and ſeeing 

ow little fruit he had reaped from the labyrinth of 
confuſion in which he had involved them, determined 
to try his hand once more, and revive diſcord and diſ- 
turbance anew ; and theſe were the means he practiſed 
for this purpoſe : the troopers appriſed of the quality 
of thoſe with whom they had been engaged, were fain 
to be quiet, and retreat from the fray, concluding that 
whatever might happen, they would have the worſt of 


the battle; but, one of them who had been pummelled 


and kicked by Don Fernando, recollected that among 
other warrants for apprehending delinquents, he had 
one againſt Don Quixote, iſſued by the holy brother- 
hood, on account of his having ſet the galley-flaves 
at liberty, as Sancho had very juſtly feared : this com- 
ing into his head, he was reſolved to aſſure himſelf, whe- 


ther or not the knight's perſon agreed with the deſcrip- 


tion; and pulling out of his boſom, a bundle of parch- 
ment, he ſoon found what he ſought, and beginning to 
ſpell with great deliberation (for, he was by no means 
an expert reader) between every word he fixed his eyes 
upon the ænight, whoſe phyſiognomy he compared with 
the marks ſpecified in the warrant, and diſcovered be- 
yond all doubt, that he was the very perſon deſcribed : 
no ſooner was he thus convinced, than putting up the 
parchment, and holding the warrant in his left hand, 
he with his right ſeized Don Quixote fo faſt by the col- 
lar, that he could ſcarce fetch his breath, roaring aloud, 
% Help, in the name of the holy brotherhood; and 
that you may-ſee my demand is juſt, read that war- 
rant for apprehending this highwayman,” 

The curate, upon peruſing the warrant, found what 
the trooper ſaid was true, and that the deſcription ex- 
actly agreed with the perſon of Don Quixote, who 
ſceing himſelf ſo unworthily treated by ſuch a raga- 
muffin, was incenſed to the higheſt degree, ſo that eve- 
ry bone in his body trembled with rage; and he made 
ſhift to faſten on the trooper's throat with both hands, 
lo violently, that if his companions had not come to 
his aſſiſtanee, he would have quitted his life before the 

knight 


0 — thy 
—— hs > A — 
- 1 CASE * : —— - 
bt ood rae” : 
. Cow * 6 —_ 
* 24 , 
— — „„ A 
3 fy . 


9 » a 
= 2 —— 
"x 


7 


Z 
” n 
1 = 
1 - 
4 1 — 
| 8 
F - 
o g 1 
is * 
* . 
| . "4a 
| Ea 
4 


Uo 
— 


212 The Lirs and ArchEvEMENTSs of Bock IV. 


knight had quitted his hold. The innkeeper being obli- 
ged to ſuccour his brethren, ran immediately to their 
aſſiſtance; his wife ſeeing her huſband re- engaged in 
the quarrel, exalted her voice anew; Maritornes and 
the daughter ſqualled in concert, imploring heaven and 
the by-ſtanders for help: Sancho perceiving what paſ- 
fed, „ By the Lord! cried he, what my maſter ſays 
about the enchantments of this caſtle is certainly true 
for, it is impoſſible to live an hour in quiet, within its 
walls!“ | | 

Don Fernando parted the knight and trooper, to their 
mutual fatisfaQtion ; unlocking their hands, which were 
faſt clinched in the douhlet-collar of the one, and the 
windpipe of the other : but, for all that, they did not 
ceaſe demanding their priſoner, and the aſſiſtance of 
the company, in binding and delivering him to their 
charge, agreeable to the ſervice of the king and the 
order of the holy brotherhood, in whoſe behalf they 
repeated their demand of favour and aſſiſtance, to ſecure 
that felon, robber and thief. Don Quixote ſmiled at 
hearing theſe epithets, and with much compoſure, re- 


plied, “ Come hither, ye vile and baſe-born race! Do 
you call it the province of an highwayman, to looſe 


the chains of the captive, and ſet the priſoner free; to 
ſuccour the miſerable, raiſe the fallen, and relieve the 
diſtgeſſed ? Ah! infamous crew 1 whoſe low and gro- 
velting underſtanding renders you unworthy, that hea- 
ven ſhould reveal to you the worth that is contained in 
knight-errantry, or make you ſenſible of your fin and 
ignorance, in negleCting to revere the very ſhadow, 
much more the ſubſtance of any knight. Come hither, 
ye rogues in a troop, and not troopers; ye robbers li- 
cenſed by the holy brotherhood 3 and tell me what ig- 
norant wretch he was, who ſigned a warrent of cap- 
tion againſt ſuch a knight as I? Who did not know 
that we are exempted from all judicial authority, and 
that a knight's own ſword is his law, he being privi- 
leged by his valour, and reſtricted only by his will and 
pleaſure ? Who was the blockhead, I ſay, who does 
not know, that no gentleman's charter contains ſo many 
rights and indulgencies as adhere to a knight-errant, the 
very day on which he is dubbed, and devotes himſelf on 

the 
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the painful exerciſe of arms? What knight-errant ever 


paid tax, toil, cuſtom, duty or exciſe 5 What taylor 


ever brought in a bill for making his cloaths « What 

overnor ever made him pay for lodging in his caſtle ? 
W hat king did ever neglect to ſeat him at his own ta- 
ble? What damſel ever reſiſted his charm:, or refuſed 
to ſubmit herſelf intirely to his pleaſure and will? And 
in fine, what knight-errant ever was, is, or will be, 
whoſe ſingle valour is not ſufficient to annihilate four 


hundred troopers, ſhould they preſume to oppoſe 
him ? 


C HAP. XIX. 


In which is concluded the notable adventure of the 
troopers; with an account of the ſurpriſing ferocity 
of our worthy knight Don Quixote. 


HILE Don Quixote harangued in this manner, 
the curate was employed in perſuading the 
troopers, that he was a man diſordered in his judgment, 
as they might perceive both by his words and actions, 
and therefore they ought not to proceed any further in 
the affair; for, even if they ſhould apprehend him, he 
would ſoon be diſmiſſed as a perſon non compos, To 
this obſervation, the man who had the warrant replied, 
that it was not his buſineſs to judge of Don Quixote's 
madneſs, but, to obey the orders of his ſuperiors; 
and that if he was apprehended once, they might diſ- 
charge him three hundred times over, if they would.” 
„For all that, ſaid the prieſt, you mul not carry him 
off, at preſent, nor do I believe he will ſuffer himſelf 
tobe ſo treated.” 


In ſhort, the curate talked ſo effectually, and the 


knight himſelf ated ſuch extravagancies, that the troo- 


pers muſt have been more mad than he, if they had 


not plainly perceived his defect; therefore they thought 


proper to be ſatisfied, and even performed the office of 
mediators betwixt the barber and Sancho Panza, who 
{till maintained the fray with great animoſity; for, the 
troopers, as limbs of juſtice, brought the cauſe to an 
arbitration, and decided it inſuch a manner, as left both 


parties, 
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parties, if not fully ſatisfied, at leaſt in ſome ſort con- 
tent with the de termination, which was, that the pan- 
nels ſhould' be exchanged, but the girths and halters 
remain as they were, With regard to Manbrino's hel- 
met, the curate, unperceived by Don Quixote, took 
the barber aſide, and paid him eight rials for the baſon, 
taking a receipt in full, that cleared the knight'from 
any ſuſpicion of fraud, from thence forward, for ever, 

amen. | 
Theſe two quarrels, which were of the greateſt im- 
portance of any that happened, being luckily compoſ- 
ed, it remained, that three of the ſervants belonging to 
Don Lewis ſhould return, and the fourth accompany 
his maſter to the place whither Don Fernando intended 
to conduct him; and as good luck and favourable for- 
tune had already begun to quell the ſpirit of diſcord, 
and ſmooth all difficulties, in-behbalf of the lovers and 
heroes in the inn, they were reſolved to proceed in 
ſuch a laudable work, and bring every thing to a happy 
concluſion ; for, the domeſtics were ſatisfied with what 
Don Lewis propoſed; a circumſtance that gave ſuch 
pleaſure to Donna Clara, that every body who beheld 
her face might have diſcerned the joy of her ſoul. Zo- 
rayda, tho' ihe did not well underſtand the incidents ſhe 
had ſeen, was ſorrowful and gay, by turns, according 
as ſhe perceived the company affected, particularly her 
Spaniard, upon whom her eyes and heart were always 
fixed. The innkeeper, who took particular notice of 
the full ſatisfaction which the barber had received from 
the curate, demanded payment of Don Quixote, for 
the damage he had done to the bags, and the loſs of 
his wine, ſwearing that neither Rozinante nor Sancho's 
aſs, ſhould ſtir from the ſtable, until he ſhould be ſa- 
tisfied to the laſt farthing +. The curare pacified the 
landlord, and Don Fernando paid the bill, altho' the 
judge very frankly offered to take that upon himſelf: 
in this manner, univerſal concord was reſtored; ſo 
that, the inn no longer repreſented the diſorder in 
Agramonte's 


+ It were to be wiſhed, for the honour of Spaniſh innkeepere, 
that Cervantes had cauſed mine hoſt to reſtore Sancho's wallet, which 
he had detained on the day of the blanketting; as ſuch reſtitution 
would have increaſed the general ſatisfaQion, 
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Agramonte's camp, but, rather the peace and quiet that 
reigned in the time of Octavius Cæſar: and this bleſ- 
ſing was generally aſcribed to the laudable intention and 
great eloquence of the prieſt, together with the incom- 
parable generoſity of Don Fernando. 

Don Quixote now finding himſelf freed and diſin- 
tangled from ſo many broils, in which both he and his 
ſquire had been involved, thought it high time to pro- 
ceed on his journey, in order to finith that great ad- 
venture to which he had been ſummoned and choſen : 
he therefore, with determined purpoſe, went and fell 
upon his knees before Dorothea, who refuſing to hear 
him in that poſture, he roſe, in obedience to her will, 
and exprefſed himſelf in this manner: © It is a com- 
mon proverb, beauteous princeſs, that diligence 1s the 
mother of ſucceſs ; and in many important cauſes, ex- 
perience hath ſhewn, that the aſſiduity of the ſolicitor 
hath brought a very doubtful ſuit to a very fortunate 
iſut; but, the truth of this maxim is no where more 
evinced than in war, where activity and diſpatch anti- 
cipate the deſigns of the enemy, and obtain the victo- 
ry, before he has time to put himſelf in a poſture of 
defence, This I obſerve, moſt high and excellent prin- 
ceſs, becauſe, in my opinion, our ſtay in this caſtle is 
unprofitable and prejudicial, as we may one day per- 
ceive, when it is too late; for, who knows but, by 
means of ſecret and artful ſpies, your 2 the gi- 
ant, may get notice that I am coming to deſtroy him; 
and taking the opportunity of our delay, fortify him- 
ſelf in ſome impregnable caſtle, againſt which all my 
diligence, and the ſtrength of my indefatigable arm, will 
not avail :- wherefore, moſt noble princeſs, let us, as 
I have already obſerved, prevent his deſigns by our ac- 
tivity, and ſet out immediately, in the name of good 
fortune, which your highneſs ſhall not long figh for, 
2 I ſhall have come within fight of your adver- 

ary.” | 

* the knight left of ſpeaking, and, with great 
compoſure, expected the anſwer of the beautiful in- 
fanta, who, with a moſt princely air, and in a ſtile 
perfectly well ſuited to his addreſs, replied in this man- 
ner; © I thank you, Sir knight, for the deſire you ex- 
preſs, 
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preſs, to aſſiſt me in my neceſſity, like a true knight, 
whoſe duty and province it is, to ſuccour the fatherleſs 
and diſtreſſed; and heaven grant that your deſire and 
my expectation may be fulilied, that you may ſee there 
are grateful women upon-earth. With regard to my 
departure, let it be as ſpeedy as you pleaſe : my will ts 
altogether included in yours; diſpoſe of me, therefore, 
according to your own pleaſure: . for, ſhe who hath 
once inveſted you with the charge and defence of her 
perſon, and ſolely depends upon your valour, for being 
re-eſtabliſhed on her throne, would act prepoſterouſly, 
in ſeeking to contradict what your prudence ſhall or- 
dain.” „In the name of God, then, cried Don Quix- 
ote, ſince a princeſs humbles herſelf thus, before me, 
I will not let flip the opportunity of raifing her up, and 
placing her upon the throne of her anceſtors ? let us 
depart immediately; for, the deſire of ſeeing you re- 
ſtored, the length of the journey, and the common re- 
flexion, “ that delays are dangerous,” act as ſpurs upon 
my reſolution ; and {ſince heaven hath not created, nor 
hell ever ſeen an object that could ſtrike me with terror 
and conſternation, go, Sancho, ſaddle Rozinante, pre- 
pare the queen's palfrey, and get ready your own aſs, 
while we take leave of the conſtable, and theſe noble 
perſonages, and ſet forward on our journey, without 
lofs of time.“ | 1 5 8 

Here Sancho, who was preſent all the time, ſhook 
his head, ſaying, © Ah, maſter, maſter! there are 
more tricks in town than you dream of; with ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the honourable lappets, be it ſpoken.” What 
tricks can there be either in town or city, that can re- 
dound to my diſcredit, raſcal ?”* cried the knight. Nay, 
if your worſhip be in a paſſion, replied the ſquire, I 
will keep my tongue within my teeth, and not mention 
a ſyllable of what, as a truſty ſquire, and faithful ſer- 
vant, I am bound to reveal to my maſter,” 

“ Say what thou wouldſt, anſwered Don Quixote, ſo 
thy words have no tendency to make me afraid; for, 
in being ſuſceptible of fear, thou ſheweſt the baſeneſs 
of thy own character, as J, in being proof againſt all 
ſorts of terror, preſerve the dignity of mine,” „ AsTI 

| am 
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am a ſinner to God, cried Sancho, that is not the caſe ; 
but, this Iknow for truth and poſitive certainty, that 
this lady, who calls herſelf queen of the great kingdom 
Micomicon, is no more a queen than my mother; for, 
if ſhe were what ſhe pretends to be, ſhe would not be 
nuzzling into a corner with one of this company, at 
every ſnatch of an opportunity.” 
Dorothea's face was overſpread with a bluſh, at theſe 
words of Sancho; for, ſooth to ſay, her huſband Don 
Fernando had ſeveral times, as he thought, unperceiv- 
ed, made free with her lips, as earneſt of that reward 
his affection deſerved; and in ſo doing, he was obſery- 
ed by Sancho, who thought that ſuch condeſcenſion in 
her looked more like the behaviour of a courtezan than 
that of ſuch a mighty princeſs; fo, that ſhe neither 
could nor would anſwer one word to this charge, but, 
ſuffered him to proceed in theſe words: This, dear 
maſter, I make bold to mention, becauſe, if after we 
have travelled the Lord knows how far, and paſſed 
many weary days and bitter nights, he that is taking his 
recreation in this inn ſhould gather the fruit of all our 
labour ; we need not be in ſuch a perilous hurry to ſad- 


dle Rozinante, prepare the palfrey, and get ready the 


aſs; but, had better remain in peace where we are, and, 
. as the ſaying is, While we enjoy our meal let every 
harlot mind her ſpinning-wheel. 

Gracious heaven ! what a torrent of indignation en- 
tered the breaſt of Don Quixote, when he heard theſe 
indecent expreſſions of his ſquire : ſuch, I ſay, was the 
rage that took poſſeſſion of his faculties, that with a 
faultering voice and ſtammering tongue, while his eyes 
flaſhed lightning, he exclaimed, “ O villainous, incon- 
ſiderate, indecent and ignorant peaſant! thou foul- 
mouthed, unmannerly, inſolent and malicious ſlanderer! 
dareſt thou utter ſuch language againſt theſe honoura- 
ble ladies in my preſence? dareſt thou entertain ſuch 
diſgraceful and 'audacious ideas in thy contuſed imagi- 
nation? Get out of my fight, monſter of nature, de- 
poſi.ory of lies, cup-board of deceit, granary of kna— 
very, inventor of miſchief, publiſher of folly, and foe 
to that retpec which is due to royalty; go, nor pre- 
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ſume to ſee my face again, on pain of my higheſt diſ- 
- pleaſure! So ſaying, he pulled.up his eye-brows, diſ- 
tended his cheeks, looked round him, and with his 
right foot, ſtamped violently upon the floor, in conſe- 
quence of the wrath, that preyed upon his entrails. 

Sancho -was ſo. ſhrunk and terrified at theſe words 
and furious geſtures, that he would have been glad, if 
the earth had opened that inſtant, under his feet, and 
ſwallowed him up; and not knowing what elſe to do, 
he ſneaked off from the preſence of his incenſed maſ- 
ter : but, the diſcreet Dorothea, who was ſo well ac- 

-quainted with Don Quixote's humour, in order to ap- 
- penſe his indignation, accoſted him thus: “ Sir knight 
ot the rueful countenance, let not your wrath be kind- 
led by the nonſenſe which your good ſquire hath ut- 
tered; for, perhaps, he might have had ſome ſort of 
reaſon for what he ſaid, and as from his good un- 
derſtanding and Chriſtian conſcience, he cannot be 
ſuſpected of a deſign to bear falſe witneſs againſt 
any perſon whatever, it is to be ſuppoſed, and indeed 
1 firmly believe, that every thing in this caſtle, as you, 
Sir knight, have obſerved, being conducted by means of 
.enchantment, Sancho, thro* that diabolical medium, 
muſt have ſeen what he affirms, ſo much to the preju- 
dice of my honour and reputation.“ I ſwear by Al- 
mighty God! cried Don Quixote, that. your highneſs 
hath hit upon the true cauſe! and the eyes of that poor 
ſinner Sancho, have been faſcinated by ſome deluſive 
viſion, of what could not poſſibly be real; for, un- 
leſs he had been miſled by enchantment, ſuch is the in- 
nocence and ſimplicity of that miſerable wretch, that ! 
know he neither could nor would invent a ſlander againſt 
any living ſoul.” © That certainly is, and ſhall be the 
caſe, ſaid Don Fernando; for which reaſon, ſignor 
Don Quixote ought to -pardon and reſtore him to 
the boſom of his favour, Sicut erat in principio, before 
thoſe illuſions impaired his underſtanding,” ? 

The knight promiſed to forgive him accordingly ; 
upon which, the curate went in queſt of Sancho, who 
came in with great humility, and falling on his knees, 
begged leave to kiſs his maſter's hand: this favour was 

| granted 
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granted by Non Quixote, who alſo gave him his bene- 
diction, ſaying, * Thou wilt now, ſon Sancho, be 
convinced of the truth of what I have ſo often told 
thee, that all things in this caſtle, are performed by 
the power of enchantment,”” “ I believe ſo (oo, re- 
plied the ſquire, except in the affair of the blanketting, 
which really happened in the ordinary courſe of things,” 
6 Thou muſt not imagine any ſuch thing, anſwered the 
knight; for had that been the caſe, I thould have re- 
venged thy cauſe at the time, and even now would do 
thee juſtice ; but, neither at that time, nor now, could 
I, or can I find, any perſon to chaſtiſe as the cauſe of 
thy diſaſter,” 

The company being defirous cf knowing the affair of 
the blanket, the landlord gave a very minute detail of 
Sancho's capering, to the no ſinall diverſion of all pre- 
ſent, except the maſter and the ſquire himſelt, who 
would have been very much out of countenance, had 
not the knight aſſured him anew, that the whole was 
effeQed by enchantment: tho? the folly of Sancho ne- 
ver roſe to ſuch a pitch, but that he firmly believed, 
without the leaſt mixture of doubt or deluſion, that 
his blanketting had been pertormed by perſons of fleth 
and blood, and not by phantoms or imaginary beings, 
according to the opinion and affirmation of his maſter. 

'Two days had this illuſt: ous company already paſſed 
at the inn, trom whence thinking it now high time to 
depart, - they conceited matters in ſuch a manner, as 
that, without putting Dorothea and Don Fernando to 
the trouble of returning with Don Quixote to the place 
of his habitation, in order to carry on the ſcheme con- 
cerning the reſtoration of queen Micomicona, the cu- 
rate and barber were enabled to execute their deſign of 
carrying him to his own houſe, where endeavours might 
be uſed, for the curę of his diſorder. In conſequence 
of this plan, they agreed with the maſter of an ox- 
waggon, who chanced to paſs that way, for tranſport- 
ing the knight in the following manner : having made a 
ſort of wooden cage, capacious enough to hold Don 
Quixote at his eaſe, Don Fernando, with his compa- 
nions, the ſervants of Don Lewis, together with the 
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troopers and inn-keeper, by order and direction of the 
curate, covered their faces and diſguiſed themſelves, 
ſome in one ſhape, ſome in another, ſo as to appear in 
Don Quixote's eyes, quite different from the people he 
had ſeen in the caſtle, Thus equipped, they entered, 
with all imaginable ſilence, into the chamber where he 
lay afleep and fatigued with the toil he had undergone 
in the ſkirmiſhes already deſcribed ; and laying faſt hold 
on him, while he ſecurely enjoyed his eaſe, without 
dreaming of ſuch an accident, tied both his hands and 
feet ſo effectually, that when he waked in ſurprize, he 
could neither move, nor do any other thing but teſtify 
his wonder and perplexity at ſight of ſuch ſtrange faces. 
He then had recourſe to what his diſtempered imagina- 
tion continually ſuggeſted, and concluded that all theſe 
figures were phantoms of that inchanted caſtle; and 
that he himſelf was, without all queſtion, under the 
Power of incantation, ſeeing he could not even ſtir, in 
His own defence: and this conceit was exactly foreſeen 
Þy the curate, who was author of the whole contri- 
vance. The only perſon of the whole company, who 
remained unaltered, both in figure and intellect, was 
Sancho, who though his lack of underſtanding fell ve- 
Ty little ſhort of his maſter's infirmity, was not ſo mad 
but that he knew every one of the apparitions, though 
he durſt not open his mouth, until he ſhould ſee the 
meaning of this aſſault and capture of the knight, who 
likewiſe expected, in ſilence, the iſſue of his own miſ- 
fortune. 

Having brought the cage into his apartment, they 
encloſed him in it, and fixed the bars ſo faſt, that it was 
impoſſible to pull them aſunder; then taking it on 
their ſhoulders, in carrying it out, they were ſaluted by 
as dreadſul a voice as could be aſſumed by the barber 
(I do not mean the owner of the pannel) who Tre 
ced theſe words: O knight of the rueful counte- 
nance! afflict not thyſelf on account of thy preſent 
confinement, which is neceſſary towards the more ſpee- 
dy accompliſhment of that great adventure in which thy 
valour hath engaged thee; and which will be atchiev- 
ed when the furious Manchegan lion is coupled * 

the 
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the white Toboſian dove, their lofty necks being hum- 
bled to the ſoft matrimonial yoke. From which un- 
heard of conjunction, the world ſhall be bleſſed with 
courageous whelps, who will imitate the tearing talons 
of their valiant fire ; and this will happen, ere the pur- 
ſuer of the fugitive nymph ſhall have twice performed 
his viſit through the reſplendent conſtellations in his na- 
tural and rapid courſe. And O! thou the moſt noble 
and obedient ſquire that ever wore ſword in belt, beard 
on chin, or ſmell in noſtril, be not diſmayed nor diſcon- 
tented at ſeeing the flower of knight-errantry thus carried 
off before thine eyes; for, it it pleaſe the Creator of 
this world, ſoon ſhalt thou be ſo exalted and ſublimed, 
as that thou wilt not even know thyſeif ; neither ſhalt 
thou be defrauded of the fruit of thoſe promiſes which 
thy worthy lord has made in thy behalf; and I aſſure 
thee, in the name of the ſage Fibberiana gt, that thy 
falary ſhall be faithfully paid, as in effe & thou wilt ſee: 
follow, therefore, the footſteps of the valiant and in- 
chanted knight; for, it is neceſſary that you ſhould 
proceed together, to the end of your career; and as! 
am nor permitted to declare myſelf more explicitly, I 
bid you heartily farewel, and will return I well know 
whither,” Towards the end of this prophecy, he raiſ- 
ed his voice to the higheſt pitch, and then ſunk it gra- 
dually, to ſuch a faint and diſtant tone, that even thoſe 
who were privy to the joke, were tempted to believe 
what they had heard. | 
Don Quixote remained very much comforted by this 
prophecy, the meaning of which he no ſooner heard 
than comprehended; interpreting the whole into a 
promiſe, that he ſhould one day ſee himſelf joined in 
the juſt and holy bonds of matrimony with his beloved 
Dulcinea del 'Toboſo, from whoſe - fortunate womb 
would proceed thofe whelps (meaning his ſons) which 
would perpetuate the glory of la Mancha. In this per- 
ſuaſion, therefore, and firm belief, he raiſed his voice, 
and heaving a profound figh, replied, ** O thou! who- 
ſoever thou art, whoſe prognoſtication ſounds ſo fa- 
vourably in mine cars, I beg thou wilt, in my name, 
K 3 beſeech 


+ A word of equal ſignification with Mentironiana, from Men- 
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beſeech the ſage inchanter who takes charge of my af- 
tairs, that he will not leave me to periſh in the confine- 
ment which I now ſuffer, until I ſhall have ſeen the ac- 
compliſhment of thoſe joyful and incomparable promi- 
ſes which thou haſt uttered in my behalf, So ſhall 1 
glory in the hardſhips of this priſon, and bear with 
pleaſure, theſe chains with which my limbs are fetter- 
ed; and inſtead of comparing the boards on which I 
lie, to the rough, uncomfortable field of battle, con- 
ſider them as the ſoothing down of the moſt happy and 

luxurious marriage-bed. With reſpe@ to the conſola- 
tion of Sancho Panza, my ſquire, I confide in his vir- 
tue and affection, which will not allow him to forſake 
me either in proſperity or adverſity; for, ſhould his 
evil fortune, or my unhappy fate, hinder me from be- 
ſtowing upon him the ifland, or ſome equivalent, ac- 
cording to my promiſe ; at leaſt, he ſhall not loſe his 
wages, ſpecified and bequeathed to him in my will 
that is already made; a recompence which, though 
proportioned to my own ſlender ability, comes far ſhort 
of his great and faithful ſervices.” 

Here the ſquire bowed, in the moſt reſpectful man- 
ner, and: kiſſed both his hands, as he could not make 
his compliments to one of them apart, they being faſt 
bound together. Then the apparitions taking the cage 
upon their ſhoulders, carried it to the waggon, in which 
it was immediately fixed. 


CHAP. XX. 


An account of the ſtrange manner in which Don 
Quixote was enchanted; with other remarkable 
events. 


ON Quixote ſeeing himſelf thus encaged, and 
placed upon a cart, could not help ſaying, © Ma- 
ny very grave hiſtories have I read, concerning knights- 
errant ; but, never did I read, ſee, or hear, that en- 
chanted knights were tranſported in this manner, at 
ſuch a pace as theſe lazy, ſlow-footed animals ſeem to 
promiſe; for, they uſed always to be carried through 
the air, with ſurprizing ſwiftneſs, wrapt up in —_ 
ar 


Chap. 20: DON QUIXOTE pz La MANCHA. 223 


dark and duſky cloud, or in a fiery chariot, or mounted 
on a hypogriff, or ſome ſuch creature: ſo that, before 
God! 122 utterly confounded at my own fate, in be- 
ing thus tranſported on a waggon drawn by oxen, But, 
perhaps the chivalry and enchantments of this age fol- 
low a different path from that which was purſued of 
old; and, as I am a new knight on the face of the : 
carth, and the firſt who revived the long forgotten or- FA 
der of errantry ; perhaps, they may have alſo newly 
invented other kinds of incantation, and other methods 
of conveying thoſe whom they inchant. What is thy 
opinion of the matter, ſon Sancho ?” © I know not 
what my opinion is, replied the ſquire, becauſe I am 
not ſo well read in the ſcriptures of errantry as your 
worſhip, but, for all that, I will venture to affirm, ay 
| and ſwearſ to it, that theſe apparitions who ſtroll about 
| us, are not altogether catholic.” „“ Catholic! my 
| * ſtars! anſwered the knight, how can they be catho- 
lic, when they are all devils who have aſſumed phantaſ- 1 
tical ſhapes, and come hither on purpoſe to perform 1 
this deed, and leave me in my preſent ſituation? but, I 
that thou mayeſt be + convinced of the truth of what 4 
I allege, endeavour to touch and feel them, and thou 1 
wilt perceive that they have no other bodies but forms. 

ot condenſed air, conſiſting of nothing but meer ſem- 
blance.” „ Fore God! fir, cried Sancho, I have made 
that trial already, and that ſame devil who goes about 1 
ſo buſy, s well provided with good ſubſtantial fleſn, 4 
and has another property widely different from what 1s — 
reported of evil ſpirits, all of whom, they ſay, ſtink of 3M 
brimſtone and other bad ſmells; whereas, he is ſo well 12 
ſcented with amber, that you may perceive it, at the 9 
diſtance of half a league.“ Marvel not at that cit- bal | 
cumſtance, friend Sancho, replied the knight, for thou We 
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muſt know that devils are a ſet of very ſagacious be- 1 
ings, and although they bring ſmells along with them, 1 
they themſelves being ſpirits, can produce no ſmell; or "rg 

4 if 4 


* In the original u padre! my father! which 1 have changed 
for an exclamation more frequently uſed in our language. 

F In the text, the knight is guilty of a palpable ſoleciſm, in deſi- 
ing Sancho to touch and feel that which, he himſelf expreſly ob- 
ſerves, was ſubje& neither to touch or feeling, 
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if any odour proceeds from them, it cannot be agree. 
able, but rather ſtinking and unwholeſome, becauſe they 
carry their hell about them, whereſoever they are, and 
their torments admit of no kind of alleviation : now 
ſweet ſmells being agreeable and delicious, cannot poſſi- 
bly proceeds from beings which are productive of nought 
but evil: therefore if in thy opinion, that devil ſmells 
of amber, either thy ſenſes are perverted, or he wants 
to impoſe upon thy underſtanding, by making thee be- 
lieve that he is not an inhabitant of hell.” 

Don Fernando and Cardenio overhearing this dialogue 
between the maſter and the ſquire, were afraid of San» 


cho's ſtumbling upon the diſcovery of their whole plot, 


in which he ſeemed already to have made great progreſs; 
therefore, determined to haſten their departure, and 
calling the landlord aſide, ordered him to ſaddle Rozi- 
nante, and put the pannel on Sancho's aſs. This taſk 
he performed with great diſpatch, while the curate 
agreed to give the troopers ſo much a day, for attend- 
ing Don Quixote to the town where he lived, Cardenio 
having faſtened the target to one ſide of the pummel of 
Rozinante's ſaddle, and the baſon to the other, made 
ſigns for Sancho to mount his aſs, and lead his maſter's 
ſteed by the bridle, and then ſtationed two of the troo- 
pers, with their carbines, on each ſide of the waggon, 
But, before it began to move, the landlady, her daugh- 
ter and Maritornes, came out to take leave of Don 
Quixote, feigning themſelves extremely affected with 
his misfortune; upon which he ſaid to them, “ Weep 
not, worthy ladies; all theſe diſaſters are incident to 
thoſe who chooſe my profeſſion, and if ] were not fub- 


ject to ſuch calamities, I ſhould not deem myſelf a re- 


nowned knight-errant; for, theſe things never happen 
to knights of little fame and reputation, who are never 
regarded, ſcarce even remembered, on the face of the 
earth. It is quite otherwiſe with the valiant, whoſe 
virtue and valour 1s envied by many princes and rivals, 
who endeavour, by the moſt perfidious means to de- 
ſtroy them ; but, nevertheleſs, virtue is ſo powerful, 
that of herſelf ſhe will, in ſpite of all the necromancy 
poſſeſſed by the firſt inventor Zoroaſter, come off con- 

: queror 
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queror in every ſevere trial, and ſhine retulgent in the 
world, as the ſun ſhines in the heavens, Pardon me, 
beauteous ladies, if I have given you any diſguſt, 
through negle& or omiſhon ; for, willingly and know- 
ingly, I never offended a living ſoul ; and pray to God 
to deliver me from this priſon in which Iam confined 
by ſome malicious inchanter : for, it | were at liberty, 
the favours 1 have received from your courteſy, in this 
caſtle, ſhall never eſcape my remembrance, but always 
be acknowledged with gratitude, ſervice and refpeQ.” 
While the knight made theſe profeſſions to, the ladies 
of the caſtle, the curate and barber took their leave of 
Don Fernando and his companions, the captain and 
his brother, and all the happy ladies, eſpecially Doro- 
thea and Lucinda: they embraced each other, and 
agreed to maintain a correſpondence by letters. Don 
Fernando giving the curate a difection by which he 
might write to him an account ot the knight's future 
behaviour and (ate, than which, he proteſted, nothing 
could yield him more pleaſure; and promiſing, for his 
own part, to inform the priclt of every thing which he 
thought would conduce to his fatisfaction, relating to 
his own marriage, the baptiſm of Zorayda, the ſucceſs. 
of Don Lewis, and the return of Lucinda to her fa- 
ther's houſe: the pric!? having aſſured him, that he 
would obey his commands with the utmoſt punQuality, 
they embraced again, and repeated their mutual prot- 
fers of ſervice. The innkeeper coming to the curate, 
put into his hand a bundle of papers, which he ſaid he 
had found in the lining of the portmantean, along with 
the novel of the Impertinent Curiofity, and ſince the 
owner had not returned that way, he deſired the prieft 
to accept of them; ior, as he himſelf could not read, 
he had no occaſion for fuck uſeleſs furniture; the cu- 
rate thanked him for his preſent, which he immediately 
opened, and found written in the title page, Rinconete, 
and Cortadilla®, a novel: from hence he concluded, 
that ſince the Impertinent Curioſity was an entertaining 
ſtory, this might alſo have ſome merit, as being pro» 
bly a work of the ſame author ; and on this ſuppoſiti- 
on put it carefully up, intending to peruſe it, with the 
| K 5 lirſt 
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firſt convenient opportunity: then he and his friend 
the barber mounting their beaſts, with their faces ſtil] 
diſguiſed, that they might not be known by Don Quix- 
ote, jogged on, behind the waggon, and the order of 
their march was this: firſt of all proceeded the cart, 
conducted by the driver, and guarded on each fide by 
the troopers with their carbines, as we have already ob- 
ſerved; then followed Sancho Panza upon his aſs, 
leading Rozinante by the bridie; and in the rear of all, 
came the curate and the barber maſked, and mounted 
on their truſty mules, with a grave and ſolemn air, 
marching no faſter than the flow pace of oxen would 
allow; while the knight ſat within his cage, leaning 
againſt the bars, with ſuch ſilence and reſignation, that 
he looked more like a ſtatute of ſtene than a man of 
fleſh and blood: in this flow and filent manner they had 
travelled about a couple of leagues, when they arrived 
in a valley, which the waggoner thinking a convenient 
ſpot for his purpoſe, propoſed to the curate, that they 
ould halt to refreſh themſelves, and let the oxen feed; 
but, the barber was of opinion, that they ſhould pro- 
ceed a little farther to the other ſide of a riſing ground, 
which appeared at a ſmall diſtance, where he knew there 
was another valley better ſtored with graſs, and much 
more agreeable than this in which the waggoner pro- 
poſed to halt. The advice of Mr. Nicholas was approv- 
ed, and they jogged on accordingly. 

About this time, the curate chancing to look back, 
perceived behind them, fix or ſeven men well mounted, 
who ſoon overtook them, as they did not travel at the 
phlegmatic pace of the oxen, but, like people who rode 
on eccleſiaſtic mules, and were deſirous of ſpending 
the heat of the day at an inn that appeared within leſs 
than a league of the waggon: theſe expeditious ſtran- 
gers coming up with our flow travellers, ſaluted them 
courteouſly, and one among them, who was aCtually a 
canon of Toledo, and maſter of thoſe who accompa- 
nied him, obſerving the regular proceſſion of the wag- 
gon, troopers, Sancho, Rozinante, the curate and bar- 
ber, and in particular, Don Quixote encaged and ſecur- 
ed as he was, could not help aſking why, and whither 
they were conveying that man in ſuch a manner? _— 
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he had already conjectured, from the badges of the 
troopers, that he muſt be ſome atrocious robber or de- 
linquent, the puniſhment of whom belonged to the holy 
brotherhood. One of the troopers, to whom the queſ- 
tion was put, anſwered, “ Signor, the gentleman him- 
ſelf will tell you the meaning of his travelling in this 
manner; for, our parts, we know nothing at all of the 
matter.” The knight overhearing what paſſed, ſaid to 
the ſtrangers, ** Gentlemen, if you are ſkilled and 
converſant in matters of knight-errantry, 1 will com- 
municate my misfortune; otherwiſe there 1s no reaſon 
why I ſhould fatigue myſelf with the relation.” ; 

By this time, the curate and barber having perceived 
the travellers in converſation with the knight, came up, 
in order to prevent their plot from being diſcovercd, 
juſt as the canon had begun to anſwer Don Quixote in 
theſe words: Truly, brother, I am better acquainted 
with books of Chivalry than with the ſummaries of Vile 
lalpando; ſo that, if there be nothing elſe requiſite, 
you may freely impart to me as much as you pleaſe.” 
«© A God's name then, ſaid Don Quixote, if that be 
the caſe, you mult know, ſignor cavalier, that I am en- 
chanted in this cage, thro' the envy and traud of miſ- 
chievous necromancers; for, virtue is always more 
perſecuted by the wicked than beloved by the righteous ; 
a knight-errant I am, tho” none of thoſe whoſe names 
fame never enrolled in her eternal records; but, of 
that number, whom maugre, and in deſpite of Envy 
herſelf, and all the magi whom Perſia ever produced, 
with the brachmans of India, and gymnofophiſts of 
AÆthiopia, will leave their names engraved on the tem- 
ple of immortality, as examples and patterns to ſuc- 
ceeding ages, by which all knights-errant may ſee what 
ſteps they mult follow, if they wiſh to attain the height 
and honourable ſummit of arms.“ 

Here the curate interpoſing, ſaid, © Signor Don Quix. 
ote ſpeaks no more than the truth; he is inchanted in 
that waggon, not on account of his own crimes or miſ- 
demeanours, but thro' the malice of thoſe who are diſ- 

uſted at virtue, and offended at valour: this, ſignor, 


is the knight of the rueful countenance, whoſe name 


perhaps 
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perhaps you have heard, and whoſe valiant exploits 
and mighty atchievements, will be engraved on durable 
braſs, and carved in eternal marble, in ſpite of the un- 
wearied efforts of malice to cancel, and of envy to ob- 
ſcure them,” 

The canon hearing ſuch a ſtile proceed, not only 
from the priſoner's mouth, but alſo from the lips of 
him who was free, had well nigh croſſed himſelf with 
aſtoniſhment, and could not conceive what had befallen 
him, while his whole company were ſeized with the 
ſame degree of amazement: but Sancho Panza, who 
was near enough to hear what paſſed, being willing to 
undeceive the ſtrangers, ſaid to them, “ Gentlemen, 
whether what I am going to ſay, be ill or well taken, I 
muſt tell you the caſe is this: my maſter Don Quixote 
is no more enchanted than the mother that bore me; 
he enjoys his right wits, eats, drinks, and does his oc- 
caſions, like other men, as he himſelf was wont to 
do, before he was encaged; now, if this be the truth 
of the matter, how can any man perſuade me that he 
is enchanted? fince I have heard divers perſons obſerve, 
that thoſe who are enchanted, neither eat, ſleep, not 
ſpeak ; whereas, my maſter, if he is not hindered, will 
talk like thirty barriſters.” Then turning to the curate, 
he proceeded thus: Ah! Mr. curate, Mr. curate! you 
think I don't know you, and imagine that I cannot dive 
into the meaning of theſe new enchantments; but, 
you are miſtaken: I know you very well, for all your 
maſking, and can ſmell out your plots, diſguiſe them 
as you will; in ſhort, as the ſaying is, juft are vir- 
tue's fears, where envy domineers; and bounty will not 
ſtay, where niggards bear the ſway. Damn the devil, 
if it had not been for your reverence, my maſter, by 
this time, would have been married to the piinceſs Mi- 
comicona, and I ſhould have been an ear}, at leaſt; 
for, leſs 1 could not expect, either from the generoſity 
of my lord of the rueful countenance, or from the 
greatneſs of my own ſervices : but, now I fee the truth 
of what is commonly ſaid, that fortune turns faſter 
than a mill-wheel; and that thoſe who were yeſterday 
at top, may find themſelves at bottom to day, lt gricves 
me, on account of my poor wife and children, who, 

inſtea 
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inſtead of ſeeing their father come home, in the poſt of 
governor or viceroy of ſome ifland or kingdom, as they 
had great reaſon to expect, will behold him returning in 
the ſtation of a common groom: all this I have ob- 
ſerved, Mr. curate, for no other reaſon, but to prevail 
npon your fatherſhip, to make a conſcience of the ill 
treatment my father receives at your hands; and con- "2 
ſider that God may call you to account in the next 4 
world, for this captivity of my lord Don Quixote, and 
{or all the ſuccours and benetits that are prevented by 
his being thus confined,” 

4 Snuff me theſe candles, (cried the barber, hearing 
the ſquire's declaration) why ſure, Sancho, you belong 1.8 
to your maſter's fraternity; by the Lord! I find you by. 
ought to keep him company in his cage, and undergo Fr 
the ſame ſort of enchantment, ſo much are you infect- 
ed with the humour of his chivaliy: in an unhappy 
moment were you got with child by his promiſes, and 
in an evil hour did that iſland you harp ſo much upon, 
take poſſeſſion of your ſkull.” © T am not with child 
by any perſon whatever, anſwered Sancho, nor will I 
ſuffer any king in Chriſtendom to beget a child upon 
my body; for, tho? I be a poor man, I am an old Chriſ- 
tian, and owe no man a farthing: it I long for an 
iſland, others long for things that are worſe, every 
one being the ſon of his own works: the loweſt mor- 
tal may come to be pope, much more governour of an 
iſland, eſpecially as my maſter may gain more than he 
knows well what to do with, Mr. barber, you had 
better think before you ſpeak: there is ſomething elfe 
to do than ſhaving of beards; and*one Pedro may 
differ from another: this I ſay, becauſe we know one 
another; and you muſt not think to palm falſe dice up- 
on me: with regard to the enchantment of my maſter, 
God knows the truth, and there let it lie; for, as the 
ſaying is, they more you ſtir it, the more it will—you 
know what,” The barber durſt not make any reply, 
leſt Sancho's ſimplicity ſhould diſcover what he and the 
curate were fo deſirous of concealing; and the prieſt 
being under the ſame apprehenſion, defired the canon 
to ride on with him, a little before the waggon, promiſ- 

| ing 

Equivalent to our ſaying, © Every Jack is not a good fellow,” 
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ing to diſcloſe the myſtery of the encaged knight, with 
other particulars that would yield him ſome diverſion: 
the canon put on accordingly, with his ſervants, liſten- 
ing attentively to every thing the curate was pleaſed to 
communicate, concerning the rank, employment, mad- 
neſs, and manners of Don Quixote; for, he briefly re- 
counted the cauſe and beginning of his diſorder, with 
the whole progreſs of his adventures, until he was ſe- 
cured in the cage, by their contrivance, that they might 
carry him home to his own houſe, and endeavour to 
find ſome cure for his diſtemper. 

The canon and his ſervants were aſtoniſhed anew, at 
hearing the ſtrange ſtory of Don Quixote, which bein 
finiſhed, the Toledan replied, ** Truly, Mr. 1 
am firmly perſuaded that thoſe books of chivalry are 
very prejudicial in the commonwealth ; for, though I 
have been induced by a falſe taſte and icle curioſity, to 
read the beginning of almoſt every one that hath been 
printed, I never could prevail upon myſelf to read any 
one of them from the firit to the laſt page; becauſe, 
in my opinion, they are all of the ſame ſtamp, without 
any eſſential difference: and indeed that kind of com- 
poſition ſeems inferior to the Mileſian fables, which are 
no other than extravagant tales calculated for meer 
amuſement, without any tendency to inſtruction: on 
the contrary, the ſcope of your apologues, is to convey 
inſtruction and delight together. Now, though the 
principal intention of thoſe books is to delight and en- 
tertain the reader, I do not ſee how they can anſwer 
that end, being, as they are, ſtuffed with ſuch impro— 
bable nonſenſe: for, the pleaſure that the ſoul conceives, 
is from the beauty and harmony of thoſe things which 
are contemplated by the view, or ſuggeſted by the ima- 

ination; ſo, that we can receive no pleaſure from ob- 
jects that are unnatural and deformed. And what beau- 
ty, ſymmetry or proportion can be obſerved in a book, 
containing the hiſtory of a youth of ſeventeen, who, 
with one back-ſtroke, cuts through the middle a giant 
like a tower, With as much eaſe as if he had been made 
of paſte; and in the deſcription of a battle, after ha v- 
ing obſerved, that there are no leſs than a million of 
combatants on the ſide oppoſite to that which our au- 
thor 
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thor eſpouſes, we muſt, in deſpite of common ſenſe 
believe, that ſuch a knight obtained the victory, by 
the ſingle valour of his invincible arm. Then, how 
ſhall we account for the confidence with which ſome 
queen, empreſs, or orphan heireſs, throws herſelf into 
the protection of an unknown knight-errant? What 
mind, if not wholly barbarous and uncultivate, can 
be pleaſed with an account of a huge tower full ot 
knights, ſailing upon the ſea, like a ſhip before the 
wind; being over-night upon the coaſt of Lombardy, 
and next morning arrived in the dominions of Preſter 
John, in the Indies, or in ſome other country which 
Ptolemy never diſcovered, nor Marcus Polus ever ſaw ? 
If to this obſervation, it be anſwered, that the authors 
of thoſe books do not pretend that the ſtories they con- 
tain, are true; and therefore, they are under no ne- 
ceſſity of adhering to ſuch niceties of compoſition : I 
reply, that fiction is always the better, the nearer it 
reſembles truth, and agreeable in proportion to the pro- 
bability it bears, and the doubtful credit which it in— 
ipires. Wheretore, all ſuch fables ought to be ſuited 
to the underſtanding of thoſe who read them, and 
written ſo, as that by ſoftening impoſſibilities, ſmooth- 
ing what 15 rough, and keeping the mind in ſuſpenſe, 
they may ſurprize, agreeably perplex, and entertain, 
creating equal admiration and delight; and theſe never 
can be excited by authors who forſake probality and 
imitation, in which the perfeQion of writing conſiſts, 
1 have never as yet ſeen, in any book of chivalry, an 
intire body of a fable, with all its members ſo pro— 
portioned, as that the middle correſponds with the be- 
ginning, and the end is ſuitable to both; on the con- 
trary, one would think the author's intention is com— 
monly to form a chimera or monſter, inſtead of a figure 
well proportioned in all its parts. Beſides, their ſtile 
is uſually harſh, their atchievements incredible, their 
amours laſcivious, their courteſy impertinent, their bat- 
tles tedious, their dialogue inſipid, their voyages extra- 
vagant, and, in ſhort, the whole void of all ingenuit 

of invention; ſo that they” deſerve to be banithed as 
uſeleſs members from every chriſtian commonwealth.” 


'The 
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The curate, who had liſtened with great attention, 
hearing the canon talk ſo ſenſibly, looked upon him as 
a man of excellent underſtanding, and aſſented to 
every thing he ſaid, obſerving that, in conſequence 
of his being of the ſame opinion, and of the 
grudge he bore to ſuch books of chivalry, he had 
burned a great number of thoſe that belonged to Don 
Quixote. He then gave him a detail of the ſcrutiny 
which had been made, diſtinguiſhing ſuch as he 
ſpared, from thoſe that he condemned to the flames. 

The traveller laughed heartily at this account of ſuch 
an extraordinary trial, ſaying, that notwithſtanding 
what he had advanced to the diſadvantage of ſuch 
books, there was one thing in them which he could not 
but approve; namely, the ſubje they preſented for 
a good genius to diſplay itſelf, opening a large and 
amplefe}4 in which the pen might, at leiſure, expatiate, 
in the deſcription of ſhipwrecks, tempeſts, battles and 
encounters; painting a valiant general with all his ne- 
ceſſary accompliſhments, ſage and penctrating into the 
enemy*s deſigns; eloquent and effectual, either in per- 
ſuading or diſſuading his ſoldiers, ripe in council, 
prompt in execution, and equally brave in ſtanding or 
in giving an aſſaukt, One while, recounting a piteous, 
tragical ſtory; at another time, deſcribing a joyful and 
unexpected event; here, a moſt beautiful lady endued 
with virtue, diſcretion and reſerve; there, a chriſtian 
knight poſſeſſed of courteſy and valour; in a third. 
place, an outrageous boaſting barbarian; and in a 
fourth, a polite, conſiderate gallant prince; not for- 
getting to deſcribe the faith and loyalty of vaſſals, to- 
gether with the grandeur and generoſity of great men, 
The author may alſo ſhew himſelf an aſtrologer, geo- 
grapher, muſician, and well filled in ſtate-affairs; -nay, 
if he be ſo minded, he will ſometimes have an oppor- 
tunity of manifeſting his ſkill in necromancy and magic: 
he may repreſent the cunning of Ulyſſes, the piety of 
Mneas, the valour of Achilles, the misfortunes of 
Hector, the perfidy of Sinon, the friendſhip of Euryalus, 
the liberality of Alexander, the ability of Cæſar, the 
clemency and candour of 'Trajan, the fidelity of Zo— 
pyrus, the wiſdom of Cato, and finally, all thoſe quali- 

fications 
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fications which conſtitute the perfection of an illuſtrious 
hero ; ſometimes, uniting them in one, ſometimes di- 
viding them into ſeveral charaQters; and the whole 
being expreſſed in an agreeable ſtile and ingenious in- 
vention, that borders, as near as poſſible, upon the truth, 
will, doubtleſs, produce a web of ſuch yarious and 
beautiful texture, as when finiſhed, to diſplay that per- 
fection which will attain the chief end and ſcope of 
ſuch writings, which, as I have already obſerved, is 
to convey inſtruction mingled with delight. Beſides, 
the unlimited compoſition of ſuch books, gives the au- 
thor opportunities of ſhewing his talents in epics, lytics, 
tragedy and comedy, and all the different branches of 
the delicious and agreeable arts of poetry and rhetoric : 
for, epics may be written 1n proſe as well as verſe,” 


CHAP. XXI. 


In which the canon proſecutes the ſubje& of knight- 


errantry, and makes other obſervations worthy of 

his genius, 
6 R. canon, ſaid the curate, what you have 
obſerved, is extremely juſt; and therefore 
thoſe authors deſerve the greater reprehenſion, who 
have compoſed ſuch books, without the leaſt regard to 
good ſenſe or the rules of art, by which they might 
have conducted their plans, and rendered themſelves 
as famous in proſe as the two princes of Greek and 
Latin poetry are now 1n verſe.” * I, myſelf, replied 
the canon, have been tempted to write a book of chi- 
valry, obſerving all the maxims and precautions I have 
now laid down: nay, to tell you the truth, no leſs 
than an hundred ſheets of it are already written; and, 
in order to try if my own opinion of it was well founded, 
have communicated my performance to a great many 
people, who are paſſionately fond of that kind of 
reading, not only, men of learning and taſte, but alſo 
ignorant perſons, who chiefly delight in extravagant ad- 
ventures; and | have been favoured with the agreeable 
approbation of them all: nevertheleſs, I have not pro- 
ceeded in the work; becauſe, I not ouly thought 
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it foreign to my profeſſion, but, likewiſe concluded, 
that the world abounds much more with fools than 
people of ſenſe; and though an author had better be 
applauded by the few that are wiſe, than laughed at 
by the many that are fooliſh, I was unwilling to expoſe 
myſelf to the uninformed judgment of the arrogant 
vulgar, whole province it principally is, to read books 
of this kind: but, what contributed moſt, to my laying 
aſide the pen, and indeed all thoughts of bringing the 
work to a concluſion, was, a reflection I made upon 
the comedies of the preſent age. If, ſaid I to myſelf, 
our modern plays, not oniy thoſe which are formed 
upon fiction, but likewiſe ſuch as are founded on the 
truth of hiſtory, are all, or for the greateſt part, uni— 
verſally known to be monſtrous productions, without 
either head or tail, and yet received with pleaſure by 
the multitude, who approve and eſteem them as ex- 
cellent performances, though they are far from deſerve 
ing that title; and if the authors who compoſe, and, 
the actors who repreſent them, affirm, that this and no 
other method is to be praQiſed, becauſe the multitude 
muſt. be pleaſed; that thoſe which bear the marks of 
contrivance, and produce a fable digeſted according to 
the rules of art, ſerve only for entertainment to four or 
five people of taſte, who diſcern the beauties of the 
plan, which utterly eſcape all the reſt of the audience 
and that it is better for them to gain a comfortable 
livelihood by the many, than ſtarve upon reputation 
with the few; at this rate, ſaid I, if I ſhould finiſh my 
book, after having ſcorched every hair in my whiſkers, 
in poring over it, to preſerve thoſe rules and precepts 
already mentioned, I might fare at Jaſt, like the * ſaga- 
cious botcher, who ſewed for nothing, and found his 
cuſtomers in thread. I have ſometimes endeavoured 
to perſuade the players, that they were miſtaken in 
their maxims; and that they would bring more com- 
| pany to their houſe, and acquire much more reputation, 
þ by repreſenting regular comedies, 'ithan ſuch abſurd 
] performances; but, I always found them ſo obſtinately 
bigotted to their own fancies, that no evidence. or de- 

[1 monſtration 


; Los 3 2 applicable to a great many modern pro- 
ctors and reformers. ö 


Chap. 21. DON QUIXOTH pz LA Maxcna. 235 


monſtration could alter their opinion in the leaſt, I 
remember, I once ſaid to one of thoſe pragmatic fellows, 
Don't you recollect, that a few years ago, three trage- 
dies were ated, compoſed by a celebrated poet of this 1 
kingdom; and that they raiſed admiration, pleaſure 1 
and ſurprize, in all who ſaw them exhibited, gentle as 1 
well as ſimple, ignorant as well as learned, and brought ul 
more money to the aQors than thirty of the beſt that 1 
have ſince appeared? Doubileſs, anſwered the player, 

you mean, Iſabella, Phillis, and Alexandria ?? The Wo 
very ſame, ſaid I; and pray take notice, whether or "ns 
not they are compoſed according to rule, or failed to 
pleaſe every body, becauſe they were regular ! Where- 
fore, the fault does not he in the multitude's demand— 
ing abſurdities, but, in thoſe who can repreſent no- 


thing elſe; for, there is nothing abſurd in the play of wo 
I itude R d in N ia, the Merch 1 
ngratitude Revenged, nor in Numantia, the Merchant WW. 
Lover, the Favourable Female Foe, nor in ſome others + nn 
which were compoſed by poets of genius, to their own | 7 
reputation, and the advantage of thoſe who repreſented 4 


them. I made uſe of many more arguments, by which 
he ſeemed to be confuted, though not ſo much ſatisfied 
or covinced, as to retraC his erroneous opinions. 

% Mr. canon, ſaid the curate, interrupting him in 
this place, the ſubject you have touched upon awakes 
in me an old grudge ] have born to our modern plays, 
even equal to that I entertain againſt books of chivalry, 
Comedy, according to Tully, ought to be the mirrour 
of life, the exemplar of manners, ard piQure of truth ; 
whereas thoſe that are repreſented in this age are 
mirrours of abſurdity, exemplars of folly, and piQures 
of lewdneſs; for, ſure nothing can be more abſurd, 
in a dramatic performance, than to fee the perſon, who 
in the firſt ſcene of the firſt ad, was produced a child 
in ſwaddling-cloaths, appear a ſuil grown man with a 
beard, in the ſecond ; or to repreſent an old man aQive 
and valiant, a young ſoldier cowardly, a footman clo- 
quent, a page a counſellor, a king a porter, and a 
princeſs a ſcullion. Then, what ſhall we ſay concerning 
their managzment of the time and place, in which the 
actions have, or may be ſuppoſed to have, N ? 

have 
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I have ſeen a comedy, the firſt act of which was laid 
in Europe, the ſecond in Aſia, and the third was finiſh- 
ed in Africa; nay had there been a fourth, the ſcene 
would have ſhifted to America, ſo that the fable would 
have travelled through all the four diviſions of the globe. 
If imitation be the chief aim of comedy, how can any 
ordinary underſtanding be ſatisfied with ſeeing an action 
that paſſed in the time of king Pepin and Charlemagne, 
in which the latter had the principal ſhare, aſcribed to 
the emperor Heraclius, who, like Godfrey of Bulloign, 
carried the croſs into Jeruſalem, and made himſelf 


maſter of the holy ſepulchre; an infinite number of 


years having paſſed between the one and the other. 
Or, when a comedy is founded upon fiction, to ſee 
ſcraps of real hiſtory introduced, and facts miſrepre- 
ſented both with regard to perſons and times; not with 
any ingenuity of contrivance, but with the moſt mani» 
telt and inexcufable errors and ſtupidity : and what 15 
worſt of all, there is a ſet of ignorant pretenders, who 
call this the perfection of writing; and ſay that every 
attempt to ſucceed by a contrary method is no other 
than a wild gooſe chaſe*, Again, if we conſider thoſe 
plays that are written on divine ſubjects, how many 
falſe miracles do they contain? how many apocryphal 
events miſunderſtood by the author, who frequently 
confounds the operations of one ſaint with thoſe of ano- 
ther? nay, in profane ſubjects, they have the aſſu- 
rance to work miracles, for no other reſpe& or conſi- 
deration, but becauſe they think ſuch a miracle will 
make a very decent appearance in ſuch a place; and, 
as they term it, attract the admiration of the vulgar, 
and bring them in crouds to the play: but, all this re- 
dounds to the prejudice of truth, the contempt of hiſto- 
ry, and ſcandal of our Spaniſh wits ; ſo that the au- 
thors of other nations, who punctually obſerve the 
unities of the drama, conclude, that we are barbarous 
and ignorant, from our abſurd and prepoſterous pro- 
ductions. Neither is it a ſufficient excuſe, to ſay, that 
the intent of all well-governed commonwealths, in 
permitting public plays to be acted, is to entertain the 
common people with ſome honeſt recreation, in order 
to 
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to divert thoſe bad humours which idleneſs uſually en- 
genders ; and that, ſince this end is anſwered by any 
play whatever, either good or bad, there is no occaſion 
to cramp and limit the authors or actors to the juſt 
laws of compoſition; the purpoſe of the legiſlature 
being, as I have ſaid, accompliſhed without any ſuch 
reſtriction, To this ſuggeſtion, I anſwer, that the 
ſame end, without any ſort of compariſon, will be 
much better anſwered by good than bad comedies ; for, 
after having ſeen an artful and well digeſted play re- 
preſented, the hearer will go away, delighted with the 
comic parts, inſtructed by the ſerious, and agreeably 
ſurprized with the incidents; collecting information 
from the dialogue, precaution from the deceits of the 
fable, experience from the examples exhibited, affection 
for virtue, and indignation for vice. All theſe ſenſa- 
tions, I ſay, will a good comedy excite in the ſpeQator's 
mind, let it be ever fo ſtupid and uncultivated; for, 
of all impoſſibilities, it is the moſt impoſſible, that a 


comedy, thus perfect in all its parts, ſhould not yield 


more entertainment, ſatisfaction, and delight, than one 
that is defeQtive in each particular, as the greateſt part 
of our modern pieces are, Neither is this want of cor- 
rectneſs always to be laid to the author's charge; for, 


there are ſome poets among us who are perfectly well 


acquainted with the rules of writing, and could eaſily 
avoid any ſuch errors of compoſition; but as their 
pieces are made for ſale, they ſay, it is very true, that 
the players would not purchaſe them, if they were of 
any other ſtamp: ſo that the author is fain to accom- 
modate himſelf to the demand of the actor who pays 
him for his work. The truth of this obſervation evi- 
dently appears, in a great number of comedies, which 
have been compoſed by a moſt happy genius of theſe 
* kingdoms, with ſo much wit, pleaſantry, elegance 
of verſification, genteel dialogue, ſententious gravity, 
and finally, with ſuch elocution and ſublimity of tile 
that the whole world reſuunds with his fame: yet, 
in ſuiting himſelf to the falſe taſte of the actors, he 
hath not been able to bring them all to the requiſite 
Point of perfection. Others again, are ſo inconſiderate 
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in their productions, that after repreſentation, the play- 
ers have been frequently obliged to flv, and abſcond, 
for fear of chaſtilement, on account of having exhibi- 
ted ſomething to the prejudice of royal heads, or dif- 
honour ot noble families: now, all theſe inconve- 
niencies, with many more that I do not chooſe to mien- 
tion, might be prevented, if there was at court, ſome 
perſon of taſte and learning, appointed to examine 
every dramatic performance before its appearance on 
the ſtage: and this precaution ſhould affect not only 
the plays compoſed in Madrid, but, all pieces whatever 
to be repreſented within the monarchy of Spain; for, 
without the approbation of this licenſer, ſigned and 
ſealed, no magiſtrate ſhould allow any production to 
be ated within the bounds of his juriſdiation. In con— 
ſequence of this expedient, the actors would take cate 
to ſubmit every play to the cenſure of the examiner, 
that they might afterwards repreſent them with ſafety; 
and the authors would employ more caution and ſtudy 
in their compoſitions, knowing that they muſt pals the 
rigorous examination of an intelligent judge: in this 
manner, good comedies would be produced, and the 
aim of ſuch writings happily accompliſhed, to the en- 
tertainment of the people, and the credit of Spaniſh 
wits; while the aCtors would repreſent them with ſe- 
curity and advantage, and the ſtate be exempted from 
the trouble of chaſtiſing ſuch delinquents. And it the 
ſame licenſer, or any other perſon, were inveſted with 
the charge of examining books of chivalry, beſore they 
ſee the light, ſome performances of that ſort would 
certainly appear in all the perfection you have deſcribed, 
enriching our language with the delightiul and precious 
treaſure of eloquence; while the old romances wouid 
be entirely eclipſed by the light of the new, that would 
furniſh rational Suda ee not only for the idle, but 
alſo for thoſe who are moſt induſtrious; ſeeing, it 1s 
impoſſible for the bow to continue always bent, or that 
feeble nature can ſubſiſt, without ſome innocent re- 
creation,” 
Thus far had the canon and curate proceeded in their 


converſation, when the barber coming up to them, ſaid 
to 
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to his townſman, * Mr. Licentiate, this is the place in 
which 1 propoſed to halt, that the oxen might have 1 
freſh paſture in abundance.” Ihe curate approved of WW. 
the hint, and communicated their intention to the canon, "my 
who reſolved to ſtay with them, being invited by the 
ſituation of a delicious valley that preſented itſelf to the 
view; that he might, therefore, enjoy the agreeable 
ſpot, together with the converſation of the curate, for 
whom he had already conceived an affection, and be 
more particularly informed of Don Quixote's exploits, 
he ordered his domeſtics to proceed to an inn, which 
was not far off, and bring from thence viQtuals ſufficient 
for the whole company; for he was reſolved to ſpend 
the afternoon where he was, One of the ſervants told 
him that the ſumpter-mule, which by that time had 
reached the inn, carried proviſion enough, and that 
they ſhould want nothing but barley for the beaſts, © It 
that be the caſe, ſaid the canon, carry the reſt to the 
inn, and bring the ſumpter-mule hither.” 

Mean while, Sancho perceiving that he might now 
ſpeak to his maſter, without being overheard by the 
curate and barber, of whom he was ſuſpicious, ap- 
proached the cage, and thus addreſſed himſelf to the 
knight: © Truly, Sir, in order to diſburthen my con- 
ſcience, I muſt tell you ſomething concerning this ſame iq 
enchantment. "Theſe people, with maſks on their ſaces, WW - 
are no other than the curate and barber of our town, 1 
who, I verily believe, have contrived to carry you off, 'Þ 
in this manner, out of pure envy and ſpite, becauſe 1 
your worſhip has got the heels of them in your famous 
atchievements: now this being ſuppoſed, it follows, 
as plain as the noſe upon my face, that you are not 
enchanted, but rather fooled and bamboozled. As a 
proof of which, I deſire to aſk you one queſtion, which 
if you anſwer, as I do believe you will, your worſhip 
may clap your ten fingers on the trick, and perceive 
that you are not enchanted, but that your whole brain 
is turned topſy-turvey.” © Aſk what you will, fon 
Sancho, replied Don Quixote, I will freely anſwer, and 
ſatisfy your doubts to the beſt of my power: with re- 
$2 to your ſaying, that thoſe who attend us, are our 

tends and townſmen the curate and barber, ſo, indeed, 
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they may appear to your eye; but, that they are re ya 
and effectually ſo, you muſt, by no means, believe; 
on the contrary, you ate to conclude, that if they re- 
ſemble our friends, the enchanters, who can aſſume 
what form they pleaſe, have taken that appearance and 
reſemblauce, to miſlead your credit, and bewilder your 
imagination in ſuch a labyrinth of perplexity, that even 
the clue of Theſeus would not extricate your thoughts: 
beſides, they may have done it with a view of confound- 
ing my judgment, that I might not be able to gueſs 
from what quarter my misfortune proceeds; for, if on 
one hand, you affirm, that J am attended by the barber 
and curate of our town; and on the other, I find my- 
ſelf encaged, though I am ſenſible, that nothing but 
ſupernatural force could ſuffice to confine me thus, what 
would you have me ſay or think, but, that the manner 
of my enchantment exceeds every thing I have read in 
all the hiſtories that treat of enchanted knights? Where- 
fore, ſet your heart at reſt, and take it for granted, 
that theſe are as far from being the perſons you have 
mentioned as J am from being a Turk. With reſpect 
to thy. deſire. of aſking me queſtions, I repeat my pro- 
miſe . of anſwering, even if thy- interrogation ſhould. . 
laſt till to-morrow morning.” God's bleſſed mother! 
cried the ſquire with great vociferation, is it poſſible 
that your worſhip can be ſo thick-ſkulled and brainlefs, 
as not to perceive the truth of what I allege, and fee 
that this impriſonment and misfortune is more owing to 
malice than enchantment? But, ſeeing it is ſo, I will 
venture to prove, beyond all contradiction, that you 
are no more enchanted than my aſs: tell me, therfore, 
as God ſhall deliver you from this miſchance, and as 
you hope to ſee yourſelf in the. arms of my lady Dul- 
cinea, when you leaſt expect any ſuch good lickk——.” 
* 'Truce with thy conjuration, ſaid the knight, and aſk 
what thou wilt; I have already promiſed to anſwer 
with the utmoſt punctuality.“ “ That is my requeſt, 
anſwered Sancho; and what I want to know; is, that 
your worſhip will tel] me, without eking or curtailing 
God's precious truth, but, in honeſt ſimplicity of heart, 
as one may, and doth expect from thoſe who, like 
your worſhip, profeſs the occupations of arms, under 

| | the 
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the title of knights-errant—.” 1 tell thee, cried the 
knight, [interrupting him, I will not in the leaſt preva- 
ricate : diſpatch then, Sancho, for, truly, 1 am quite 
tired with ſo many ſalvos, ſolicitations and preambles.“ 
«© make ſo bold, replied the ſquire, becauſe I am well 
aware of my maſter's goodneſs and ſincerity, which be- 
ing as it were to the purpoſe, I aſk, (with reverence be 
it ſpoken) whether or not, ſince you have been confined, 
and as you ſuppoſe, inchanted in this cage, your wor- 
ſhip hath felt any motion or deſire to undam either way, 
as the ſaying is?“ © I do not know what you mean by 
undamming, anſwered Don. Quixote; you muſt be 

more explicit, Sancho, if you expect an anſwer to the 
purpoſe.” Ils it poſſible, ſaid the ſquire, that your 
worſhip ſhould be ignorant of the meaning of the word 
undamming, which is the firſt thing the boys learn at 
ſchool? Well then, you muſt know, I wanted to aſk if 
you never had any inclination to do that which no body 
elſe can do for you?” Now 1 underſtand thee, San- 
cho, ſaid the knight; verily, I have had divers calls of 
that nature, one of which is at preſent very importu- 
nate: pray, fall upon ſome method to n 3 


for, I believe all is not · ſo ſweet and clean as it ought to 
oe”. | 


CH AP. XXII. 

The ſage converſation that paſſed between Sancho 

"a 3 and his maſter Don Quixote. 
2 A! cried Sancho, have 1 caught you at laſt? 
1 chis is what I wanted to know, with all my 
heart and foul ; come on, fir, there is no denying of 
what is“ commonly ſaid, when any perſon is in the 
dumps, I know not what is the matter with ſuch an 
one; he neither eats, drinks, nor ſleeps, nor anſwers 
to the purpoſe, when he is ſpoke to; ſure the man 
muſt be enchanted + from whence we are to conclude, 
that thoſe who are enchanted neither eat, drink, ſleep, 
nor do their natural occaſiens, as I have obſerved ; 
but, this is not the caſe with ſuch as are diſturbed with 
the inclination that your worſhip at preſent feels, drink- 
Vox. II. 2th L | ing 
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ing when they can get liquor, eating when they can 
lay hold on food, and giving plain anſwers to every 
queſtion that is aſked.” “ Thoutart in the right, re- 
plied Don Quixote : but I have already told thee, that 
there are different kinds of enchantment ; and time may 
have ſo intirely altered"the faſhion, that thoſe who are 
under the power of enchantment in this age may, like 
me, retain the uſe of their facuſties, tho' it was quite 
otherwiſe of old; ſb, that there is no arguing or draw- 
ing conſequences, againſt the different practice of dif- 
ferent times. 1 am ſenſible and certain of my being 
enchanted ; and that is ſufficient for the quiet of my 
conſcience, which would give me great uneaſineſs, if [ 
had the leaft doubt about my fate, and allowed myſelt 
to be in this cage, like an idle coward, deteitfully with. 
Holding my ſuccour from a great number of the needy 
and oppreſſed, who, at this very hour, muſt be in the 
moſt abſolute and extreme neceſſity, from the want of 
my aid and protection.“ Nevertheleſs, anſwered the 
ſquire, for your more abundant ſatisfaction, your wor- 
Hip, methinks, might fy to eſcape from this priſon ; 
for my own part, I'll be bound not only to give my aſ- 
ſiſtance, but even to work your deliverance, and then 
you may endeavour to remount your truſty Rozinante, 
who trudges along as melancholy and ſad as if he was 
enchanted alſo. This being performed, let us try our 
fate once more, in queſt of adventures; and if they 
do not turn out to our expeQation, it will be time e- 
nough to return to the cage, in which, I promiſe, on 
the faith-of à true and loyal ſquire, to ſhut myſelf up 
with your worſhip, if perchance, thro? your ill fortune 
or my folly, this that I mention ſhould not ſucceed.” 
J am content to follow thy counſel, brother Sancho, 
replied. the knight, and whenever thou ſhalt perceive a 
proper conjuncture for effecting my deliverance, I will 
implicitly our thee in every thing; but, thou wilt 
ſoon find thyſelf deceived in thy E of my miſ- 
. | | . 
This converſation between the knight-errant and the 
erring ſquire, laſted until they arrived at the place in 
which the curate, canon and barber, who had already 
alighted, waited for them, The waggoner — 
- * y 
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ly unyoking his oxen, turned them looſe in that ver- 
p and delicious ſpot, the coolneſs of which was ex- 
tremely inviting, not only to enchanted people, like 
Don Guia, but alſo to perſons of intelligence and 
diſcretion, like his ſquire, who beſought the curate to 
let his maſter come out of the cage, for a few minutes; 
becauſe, without ſuch permiſſion, the priſon would not 
be quite ſo clean as the decency of ſuch a knight re- 
quired. The ourate underſtanding what he meant, 
told him that he would willing grant his requeſt, were 
he not-under ſome apprehenſion, that his maſter, find- 
ing himſelf at liberty, would play one of his old pranks, 
and be gone where men ſhould never ſee his face again. 
will be bound for his good behaviour,“ anſwered 
Sancho: And I alſo, ſaid the canon, eſpecially, if he 
will promiſe, on the word of a knight, not to ſtir 
from our preſence, until he ſhall have obtained our con- 
ſent. | 

& J will: {cried the knight, who overheard all that 
paſſed) the more ſo, as one who, like me, is enchant- 
ed, cannot be at liberty to make uſe of his own per- 
| ſon ; for, the enchanter can ſo utterly deprive him of 

all motion, that he ſhall not be able to ſtir from the 
place for three whole ages; und if he ſhould make 
his eſcape, would whiſk him back thro? the air, in a 
twinkling.” This being the caſe, he ſaid, they might 
very ſafely uncage him, efpecially as ſuch indulgence 
would redound to the benefit of the whole company; 
for, he proteſted, that if they did not comply with hi 
preſent neceſſities, he ſhould be obliged to incommode 
their ſenſe of ſmelling, unleſs they removed to a grea- 
ter diſtance, from the place of his confinement, 4p 

The canon, confiding in his word and honour, took 
him by the hands, tied as they were, and helped him 
to deſend from his cage: then the knight being infi- 
nitely rejoiced at his momentary deliverance, ſtretehed 
every joint in his body, and going up to Rozinante, 
gave him a ſlap on the buttocks, ſaying, *© I ſtill hope 
in God and his bleſſed mother, thou flower and mir- 
rour of ſteeds ! that in a ſhort time, we ſhall both ob- 
tain our heart's deſire; thou prancing under the agree- 
able preſſure of thy Lord, and I mounted upon thy 
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truſty back, exerciſing the employment for which hea- 
ven ſent me into the world.” Having pronounced this 
apoſtrophe, he retired with Sancho to a remote place, 
from whence he returned much eaſed and comforted, 
and more deſirous than ever of executing the project of 
'His ſquire. The canon could not help gazing upon him, 
being ſtruck with admiration, at the ſtrange unaccount- 
able ſymptoms of his diſorder ; for, in all his converſa- 
tions and replies, he gave evident proofs of an excellent 
underſtanding, and never loſt himſelf “, except on the 
ſuhject of chivalry, as we have formerly obſerved : he 
was therefore touched with compaſſion for his infirmi- 
ty, and when the whole company were ſeated on the 
graſs, waiting for the return of the ſumpter-mule, ad- 
Areſſed himſelf to the knight in this manner. 
« Is it poſſible, good fir, that the idle and unlucky 
reading of books of chivalry, can have ſo far impaired 
your judgment, as that you fhould now believe yourſelf 
inchanted, and give credit to other 1lluſions of the ſame 
kind, which are as far from being true as truth is diſtant 
from falſhood ? Is it poſſible that the human underſtand- 
ing can ſuppoſe that ever this world produced that infi- 
nite number of Amadiſes, with the whole crowd of fa- 
mous knights, ſo many emperors of Trebiſond, Flexi- 
mattes of Hyrcania, palfreys, damſels, ſerpents, dra- 
gons, and giants; ſo many incredible adventures, en- 
chantments of different kinds, battles, dreadful encoun- 
ters, magnificence of apparel, enamoured princeſſes, 
quires created earls, witty dwarfs, billets, amorous ex- 
-preflions, valiant ladies, and finally, ſuch extravagant 
events as are contained in books of knight-errantry ? 
For my own part, when I read a performance of that 
ſort, without reflecting that it is a legend of vanity and 
Jies, my imagination is a little amuſed, but, as ſoon as 
A begin to conſider it in the right point of view, I daſh 
the volume againſt the wall, and would even commit it 
40 the flames, (if I ſhould chance to be near a fire) as 
a criminal richly deſerving ſuch puniſhment, on account 
* and impoſture, ſo contrary to nature, 
and bewildered from the tract of common ſenſe ; and 
As an inventor of new ſects and prepoſterous 3 
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life mifleading and inducing the ignorant vulgar to 
believe the abſurdities which it contains: nay, ſo pre- 
fumptuous are ſuch productions as to diſturb the minds 
of gentlemen of birth and education, as may be too 
plainly perceived by their effeAs upon you, ſignor, 
whom they have reduced to ſuch a paſs, as to make it 
neceſſary that you ſhould be cooped up in a cage, and 
tranſported from place to place on a waggon, like a lion or 
tyger, exhibited as a ſhew, for money. Go to, ſignor 
Don Quixote, have pity upon yourſelf, return into the 
boſom of diſcretion, and put thoſe happy talents which 
heaven hath been pleaſed to beſtow upon you, to a 
better uſe; employing your genius in other ſtudies, . 
which may redound to the increaſe of your honour, as 
well as to the good of your ſoul; or, if ſwayed by your 
natural inclination, you are ſtill deſirous of reading the 
hiſtories of exploits and atchievements, you may have 
recourſe to the book of Judges, in the holy ſcripture ; 
and there you will find real miracles of might, and 
actions equally valiant and true. Portugal produced a 
Viriatus, Rome a Cæſar, Carthage an Hannibal, Greece 
an Alexander, Caſtile a count Fernan Gongales, Va- 
lencia a Cid, Andaluſia a Gonzalo Fernandez, Eſtre- 
madura a Diego Garcia de Paredes, Xerez a Garcia 
Perez de Vargas, Toledo a Garcilaſſo, Seville a Don 
Manuel de Leon; the hiſtory of their valiant exploits 
will afford entertainment, inſtruction, ſurprize and de- 
light, to readers of the moſt ſublime conception. Such 
ſtudy as this would be worthy the ſenſe of a ſignor Don 
Quixote, who would thus become learned in hiſtory, 
enamoured of virtue, improved in worth, bettered in 
morals, brave without raſhneſs, cautious without cow- 
ardice; while the whole would redound to the honour 
of God, his own particular emolument, and renown 
of La Mancha, from whence I underſtand his family 
and origin is derived,” | 'S%Y its 

Don Quixote liſtened with infinite attention to this 
harangue ; and even after he perceived it was finiſhed, 
looked ſtedfaſtly at the canon for ſome time, before he 
anſwered in theſe wards: “ Signor Hidalgo, If I ang 
not miſtaken, the ſcope of your diſcourſe was to con- 
vince me that there never were knights-errant in this 
| N world; 
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world; that all the books of chivalry are falſe, deceit- 
ful, unprofitable, nay miſchievous in a commonwealth ; 
that I have been much to blame in reading, more ſo in 
believing, and moſt of all in imitating the characters 
they deſcribe, by following the moft painful profeſſion 
of knight-errantry; and Taflly, you deny that ever 
there was an Amadis, either of Gaul or. Greece, or 
that any one of that vaſt number of knights recorded in 
thoſe writings had any real exiſtence.” “ Lou have 
Fact ſummed up my allegations,” ſaid the canon. 
Tou were likewiſe pleaſed to add, returned the knight, 
that ſuch books had done me infinite prejudice, im- 
paired my judgment, and reduced me to the neceſſit 

of being confined in a cage; and that I would do well 
to amend and alter my courſe of ſtudies, and to uſe 
performances which contain more truth, inſtruction, 
and delight,” “ That, ſaid the canon, was my preciſe 
meaning.” © Why, then, cried Don Quixote, in my. 
opinion, the perſon impaired in his judgment, and in- 
chanted, is no other than your worſhip, who have pre- 
ſumed to utter ſuch blaſphemies againſt an order ſo- 
well received in the world, and eſtabliſhed as truth, 
that he who like you denies it, deſerved the ſame pu- 
niſhment you inflicted upon thoſe books that gave you 
diſguſt ; for, to ſay that there never was ſuch a perſon. 
as Amadis, or any other of thoſe adventurous knights, 
with whom hiſtory abounds, is like an endeavour to 
perſuade people, that froſt is not cold, that the ſun 
yields no light, and the earth no ſuſtenance. Will any 
earthly eloquence make me believe that the ſtory of 


the infanta Flaripes, and Guy of Burgundy, is falſe ; 


or, that of Fierabras, with the bridge of Mantible, 
which happened in the time of Charlemagne, and I vow 
to God | 1s as true as that the ſun ſhines at noon-day * 
If this be a lie, you may allo affim, that there never 
was ſuch an event as the Trojan war, nor ſuch per- 
ſons as Hector and Achilles, or the twelve peers ot 
France, or Arthur king of England, who to this day 
furvives in the likeneſs of a raven, and is every moment 
expected to re-aſcend his throne. People may as well 
venture to ſay, that the hiſtory of Guarino e, 
an 
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and the ſuit of St. Grial are pure fiction; and look 
upon the amours of Don Triſtan and queen Iſeo, with 
thoſe of Ginebra and Lancarot, as altogether apocry- 
hal; tho? there are people who almoſt remember to 
ave {een the duenna 4 {NR who was the beſt 
wine ſkinker in Great Britain: this is ſo true, that I 
myſelf have heard my grandmother by the father's ſide, 
often ſay, when ſhe happened to ſee a duenna with a 
reverend * biggen, © Grandſon, there is a perſon very 
like the duenna Quintanona.” From whence I conclud 
that ſhe muſt either have known her perſonally, or 
leaſt, ſeen ſome picture of that venerable matron : then, 
who can deny the hiſtory of Peter of Provence, and 
the fair Magalona, ſince, to this day, may be ſeen, 
in the royal armoury, the very peg that turned the 
wooden horſe upon which the valiant Peter travelled 
thro? the air; by the ſame token, that it is ſomething 
larger than the pole of a caach, and ſtands hard by the 
faddle of Babieca : nay, at Roncevalles, you may ſee 
Orlando's horn, as big as a weaver's beam. From all 
which circumſtances we may juſtly infer, that the 
twelve peers, the Peters, the Cids, with all thoſe who 
were called knights-errant, actually exiſted, according 
to the records of their fame : otherwiſe, they may as 
well deny, that the valiant Portugueze, Juan de Merlo 
was a knight-errant; tho? it is well known, that he 
went to Burgundy, and fought againſt the city of Ras, 
with the famous lord of Charne, called Monſeigneur 
Pierre, and afterwards in the city of Baſil, with Mon- 
ſeigneur Henrique de Remeſtan ; gaining the viQory 
in each of theſe combats, with abundance of honour. 
able fame : neither, I ſuppoſe, will they credit the de- 
fiance and adventures that were alſo atchieved in Bur- 
gundy, by thoſe valiant Spaniards Pedro Barba and 
Guttierre Quixada, (from whom I am lineally deſcend- 
ed on the father's ſide) who conquered the ſons of the 
count de St. Paul: nay; let them likewiſe refuſe to 
own that Don Fernando de Guevara went in queſt of 
adventures into Germany, where he fought with Meſſire 
George, a knight of the houſhold to the duke of Au- 


L. 4 ſtria; 


Toca, which is the original word ſignifies a 0 - . 
or handkerchief, 95 woman's coif, veil 
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ſtria; and ſay hat the juſts and tournaments at Suero 
de Quinones, and the paſs, were meer illuſion, as well 
as the enterprizes of Monſeigneur Lewis de Falſes, 
againſt Don Gongato de Guzman, a Caſtilian knight ; 
together with many other exploits performed by chriſ- 
tian warriors belonging to theſe and other forei 
realms, ſo authentic and true, that (I repeat my aſſt 
veration) he who denies them is void of all reaſon and 
common ſenſe.” 
© The canon was ſtruck with admiration, when he 
heard Don Quixote utter ſuch a medley of fiction and 
truth; and perceiving that he was intimately acquainted 
with every circumſtance regarding and concerning the 
atchievements of knight-errantry, anſwered. him in 
theſe words: “Signor Don Quixote, I cannot deny 
but what you have ſaid, is partly true, particularly 
that which regards the Spaniſh knights: I grant alſo, 
that there was an order called the twelve peers of 
France, but cannot believe that they performed all thoſe 
exploits recounted by archbiſhop Turpin; for, the 
truth is, they were a ſet of knights, choſen by the 
kings of France, under the title of the twelve peers, 
becauſe they were all equal in point of virtue, rank 
and valour: at leaſt, if they were not, they ought ts 
have been poſſeſſed of this parity of qualifications ;. 
for, it was an aſſociation reſembling the modern orders 
of St. Jago and Calatrava, which ſuppoſe that every 
member is valiant, virtuous and noble; and as we now 
ſay, a knight of St. 27 or Alcantara, in thoſe days, 
they faid a knight of the twelve peers ; becauſe thoſe 
-who profeſſed that military order were equal, in all 
reſpects, and twelve in number: that there were ſuch 
perſons as the Cid and Bernardo del Carpio, I make no 
queſtion ; but, whether or not they performed all 
thoſe Gl 94 which are aſcribed to them, 1s, I believe, 
extremely doubtful:. with reſpe& to the peg of count 

Peter, which, you ſay, ſtands by the ſaddle of Babieca, 

in the royal armoury, to my ſhame be it ſpoken, I am 

either ſo ignorant or ſhort-ſighted, that altho' I have 
feen the ſaddle, I could never obſerve the peg, large 
as you have been pleaſed to deſcribe it.“ “ But, there 

it certainly is, replied the Knight; and what makes * 
| nfs ; ine 
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the more temarkable, it is ſaid to be kept in a caſe of 
calves leather, that it may not ruſt.” ' „It may be fo, 
ſaid the canon; but, by my holy orders! I do not 
remember to have ſeen any ſuch. thing: yet, granting. 
it to be in that place, I am not therefore bound to 
believe the ſtories that are recounted of ſo many Ama- 


diſes, and ſuch a rabble of knights: nor is it reaſonable, 


that a perſon of honour, like you, endowed with ſo 
many happy talents, ſhould give credit to ſuch extra- 


vagant rhodomontades as are related in the lying: le- 


gends of knight-errantry.“ 
| C HAP. XXII. 
Or the ſage- conteſt between Don Quixote and the 


canon, with other events. 


* A Good jeſt, truly! replied Don Quixote, that 
| books printed with the licence of kings, and 


approbation of thoſe who are appointed to examine 


them, read with univerſal delight, celebrated by great 


and ſmall, rich and poor, knights and plebeians, the 
learned and- illiterate ; finally, by perſons of all ranks 
and degrees whatever, ſhould contain nothing but lies; 
notwithſtanding. the appearance of truth which they 
maintain, in mentionin 
relations, condition, birth-place; and in giving an ex- 


ad journal of the exploits peculiar to every individual - 


knight: ceaſe therefore, good fit, to vent ſuch blaſ- 
phemy, and believe, that in this particular, I adviſe 
you to act according to the dictates of good ſenſe: 


read them again, and you will fee what pleaſure you 
will reap for your pains; for, what can be more en- 
. tertaining than to ſee, as it were, before our eyes, a 


vaſt lake oſ boiling.pitch, thro? which an infinite num- 


”t 


the father, mother, country, 


ber of ſerpents, ſnakes, and alligators, with many 


other kinds of fierce and terrible creatures, are con- 


tinually winding and writhing along; then to hear a 


moſt diſmal voice that ſeems to iſſue/ from the middle 


of this pitchy pool, pronounce; .**'O: knight! whoſoever - 


thou art, that now ſtandeſt gazing at the dreadful lake, 


if thou wouldſt enjoy the bliſs that is concealed beneath 
5 theſe” 


- 
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thee ſable waves, diſplay the valour of thy dauntleſ 
breaſt, and dart thyſelf amidſt theſe black and burning 
billows ; otherwiſe, thou art not worthy to behold the 
mighty wonders depoſited and contained within the 
ſeven caſtles of the ſeven nymphs that dwell below 
this ſullen flood.” Scarce hath the ſound of this diſmal 
voice ceaſed to vibrate on his ear, when the knight, 
without the leaſt heſitation, or reflecting upon the dan- 
ger he incurs, nay, without putting off his heavy ar- 
mour, but recommending himſelf to God and his miſ- 
treſs, plunges at once into the burning lake; and 
when he neither cares nor knows what will be his fate, 
finds himſelf in the midſt of a delightful plain, by which 
the Elyſian fields are infinitely excelled: there the 
heaven ſeems more tranſparent, and the ſun ſhines 
with new luſtre ; the eye is entertained with an agree- 
able foreſt of tall and leaty trees, wlioſe verdure de- 
lights the view, while the ear is regaled with the ſweet 
and-artleſs notes of an infinite number of little painted 
warblers that hop from bough to bough : here, he per- 
ceives a brook, whoſe refreſhing waters, clear as liquid 
cryſtal, run murmrring on the yellow ſand and gliſten- 
ing pebbles, that emulate the pureſt pearls and heaps 
of ſifted gold. In one place, ſprings an artificial foun- 
' tain adorned. with variegated jaſper and poliſhed mar- 
ble; in another, riſes a ruſtic grotto, in which the 
ſmalt ſhells of the muſcle, and the white and yellow 
twiſted domes of the ſnail, placed in beauteous difor- 
der, and mixed with bits of ſhining cryſtal and ccunter- 
ſeit emeralds,, compoſe ſuch an agreeable variety, that 
- hatu:«: ſeems to be excelled by imitative art. In a third 
place, all of a ſudden, appears a ſtrong caſtle or mag- 
nificent palace, the walls of maſſy gold, the battlements 
of diamond, the gates of hyacinth, and finally, the 
workmanſhip ſo admirable, as infinitely to excel the 
materials which are no leſs than adamant, carbuncles, 
' rubies, pearls, emeralds and gold. Nay, after having 
thus feafted his eyes there ſtill remains for him to fee 
a fair bevy of damſels coming out at the caſtle-gate, 
dreſſed in ſuch gay and ſplendid attire, that were I to 
deſctibe it minutely, as it is repreſented in the hiſtory, 
I ſhould never have done. Then, ſhe * 

| c the 
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the principal, takes by the hand the undaunted knight 
who threw himſelf into the _ lake, and leading 
him into the 1ich caſtle or palace, ſtrips him as naked 
as he was when his mother bore him, and bathes him 
in water of an agreeable temperature, then anoints 
his whole body with aromatic eſſences, and puts upon 
him a ſhirt of the fineſt lawn, ull ſcented and perfumed; 
then comes another damſel, and throws over his ſhoul- 
ders a mantle, which, at leaſt, is uſually valued at the 
price of a whole city, or more. After l this: cere- 
mony, what a ſight it is, when, as they relate, he is 
conducted into another hall, in which a table is fur- 
niſhed with ſuch elegance as to excite his admitation 
and ſuſpence ! When they ſprinkle upon his handy water 
diſtilled from odoriferous flowers! when he is ſeated 
upon a chair of ivory, and attended by all thoſe 
damſels who ſerve him in amazing ſilence! when he 
is allured by ſuch a variety of diſhes,. and ſo ſavourily 
cooked, that the appetite is confounded in its choice! 
then to hear muſic, during his repaſt, without ſeeing 
the minſtrel, or knowing from whence the ſound pro- 
ceeds; and, aſter he has refreſhed--himſetf, . and the 
table is uncovered, while he lolls at eaſe upon his chair, 
perhaps, picking his teeth, according to cuſtom, he is 
ſurprized with the ſight of another young lady, much 
more beautiful than any of the former, who enters the 
hall, and, fitting down by the knight, begins to tell 
him whoſe caſtle that is, and how the is enchanted 
within it; relating other circumſtances which create 
wonder in him, and raiſe the admiration of thoſe who 
read the ſtory. 1 need not further-expatiate on this 
ſubject, ſince, from what hath beer ſaid, it plainly ap= 
pears, that any part whatever, of the hiſtory of any 
knight-errant whatever, . muſt yield pleaſure and ſur-. 
prize to any reader whatſoever. . Believe me, there- 
tore, good ſir, and as I have already hinted, take the. 
trouble of reading thoſe books, and you will ſee what 
effectual antidotes they are againſt melancholy, and how: 
they-improve the diſpoſition, when it is bad. For my. 
own part, I can ſafely aver, that ſinceT profeſſed the order: 
of knight-errantry, I have been. valiant, courteous, li- 
beral, wel!-bred, generous, civil, daring, good-humoured, 
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and a patient endurer of toik, captivities and inchant- 
menty arid tho' 1 ſo lately found my ſelf ſhut up in a 
cage, like a madman, I hope by the valour of this my 
arm, provided heaven ſhall favour, and fortune chaſe I 
to oppoſe me, in a fcw days; to ſee myſelf ſovereign 
of ſome kingdom, when I'thalt be enabled to demonſtrate 
the gratitude and generdſity which refide 'within my - 
breaſt: for truly, ſignor, a poor man is incapable of 
_ . Exerting the virtue of liberaliry,. let him poſſeſs it in 
ever ſo eminent à degree; and that gratitude which 
is reſtrained to good-will alone, is like faith without 
works, no more than the ghoſt of virtue. Wherefore,. 
F wiſh fortune would ſpeedily furniſh me with an op- 
portunity of making myſelf an emperor, that I may 
exerciſe the virtues of my heart, in beſtowing benefits: 
on my friends, eſpecially on my poor ſquire Sancho 
Panza, one of the beſt men in the world, whom I in- 
tend to- create an earl, in confequence of a promiſe 
which he obtained from me, long ago; though I fear 
he wants capacity to manage his eſtate.“ 
Theſe laſt words being:overbeard by Sancho, he ſaid 
to His maſter; Signor Don Quixote, I wiſh you would 
take the trouble to giwe me that ſame earldom; whiclr 
is as firraly — by your worſhip as expected by 
me, and 1 will undertake to find abrhty to manage it; 
or, if I ſhould find myſelf at a loſs; I have heard it 
oſtem ſaid, that there are certain perſons who farm the 
eſtates of great nobfemen, at ſo much a year, and take 
charge of the whole, while the owner lolls at his eaſe,. 
enjoying: bis income, without - troubling his noddle a- 
bout any other affairs. Now, I would live im the very 
ſame manner, minding the oares- of this world as little 
as poſſible, but, leaving off all ſorts of buſineſs, enjoy- 
ing my rents; like any duke; and let the world wag.” 
& Brother Sancho, ſaid the canon, that is to be under 
ſtood only of the ſpendmg- your income; but, tke ford 
of a great eſtate muſt have regard to the adminiſtration: 
of e ne requires ability, ſound judgment, and 
principally an upright - intentiom; for, if this be want 
ing in the beginning, the middle and end will always 
be involved in error: and” therefore, hea ven uſually- 
aſſiſts the righteous intent of the fimple, while. — 
0-unds.” 


[ 
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founds the wicked aims of the cunning.” © I know 
nothing of theſe philoſophers, anſwered the ſquire; 
but, this I know, that I wiſh to God I had this earldom, 
. as ſoon as I ſhould find underſtanding to manage it; 
for, I have as big a ſoul as my neighbours, and as 
much body as he that has more; and_would be as“ 
much a king in my own eſtate, as any he that wears 
a head: and ſo being, I would do what I pleaſed; and 
doing what I pleaſed, I ſhould pleaſe myſelf; and 
pleaſing myſelf, I ſhould be ſatisfied ; and in being 
fatisfied, I ſhould have nothing more to deſire; and 
have nothing more to defire, there would be an end ; 
fo, let the earldom come a God's-name: I wiſh we 
could ſee it, as one blind man ſaid to another.“ Theſe 
are no bad philoſophies, as you call therr, Sancho, ſaid 
the canon; but, for all that, there is much to be ſaid 
on the ſubje& of earldoms.” ©® 1 know not what more 
can be ſaid, replied Don Quixote, for, my own part, 
I do not more than follow the example tranſmitted to 
me by the great Amadis de Gaul, who created his 
ſquire earÞ of the Firm ifland ; and therefore, I may 


without ſcruple of conſcience, beſtow the ſame honour. 


on Sancho Panza, who is one of the beſt {quires that. 

ever ſerved knight-errant.” The canon was amazed at: 
the methodical madneſs of Don Quixote, manifefted 
in his defcription of the Kknight- of the Lake; and in 
the impreſſion which the falſe adventures of chivalry, 
had made upon his imagination: neither was his won- 
der diminiſned, when he conſidered the folly ef Sancho, 
who ſo ardently deſired the poſſeſſion of that iſland. 


which his maſter had promiſed to give him, as the re- 
ward of his ſervices. 


By this time the canon's ſervants had returned from 


the inn, with the ſumpter-mule; and, inſtead of a: 
table, ſpread a carpet on the green graſs, under the 
ſnade of ſome trees, where the company ſeating them- 
ſelves all round, went to dinner, that the waggoner 
might not loſe the opportunity of ſuch à convenient 
ſſtuation, as we have already obſerved, While the 

thus enjoyed themſelves, their ears were ſtruck with 
x ſudden noiſe, and the ſound. of a. bell, iſſuing from 
the midſt of ſome. briars and thiekets, that ſurrounded 
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the place where they ſat; and immediately appeared 
a beautiful ſhe-goat, her ſkin ſpeckled with ſpots of 
white, black and grey, followed by the goat- 
herd, who, in his ruſtic diale&, called to her to ſtop 
and return to the fold. The fugitive goat trembling 
with affright, came towards the company, and there 
ſtopped, as if to implore their proteQtion ; while her 
keeper, ſeizing her by the horns, accoſted her in theſe 
words, as if ſhe had been poſſeſſed of ſenſe and under- 
ſtanding: “ Ah! you ſpotted wanton, what a rambler 
you have become of late; the wolves will feaſt upon 
you one day————what is the matter with you, my 
pretty child? yet what elſe can it be, but, that you 
are a female, and conſequently inconſtant! a plague 
upon your diſpoſition, and all thoſe you reſemble ; 
return, return, my darling ! and if you are not ſo 
happy, at leaſt, you will be more ſecure im the fold, 
among your companions; for, if you, who ought to 
watch over and guide the reſt, ſtray about in this im- 
prudent manner, what muſt become of them?“ 

Theſe words of the goat-herd, diverted thoſe who 
heard them, eſpecially the canon, who ſaid to him, 
« I beſeech you, brother, to pacify yourſelf, and be 
not in ſuch a hurry to. drive back your goat, which 
being a female, as you obſerve, will follow her natu- 
ral diſpoſition, in ſpite of all you can do to oppoſe it. 
Take this morſe], and aſſuage your choler with a cup 
of wine, and in the mean time, the goat will repoſe 
herſeltf.“ | 

So ſaying, he. preſented to him, on the point of a 
fork, the hind quarter of -a cold rabbit, which was 
thankfully accepted by the goat-herd, who having taken 
a long draught, and compoſed himſelf, ſaid to the 
company, © Gentlemen, you muſt not take me for a 
85 becauſe I talk to this animal as if it were a 
rational creature; for, really, there is a myſtery con, 
cealed beneath the words I have uttered, | am a pea- 
ſant, 'tis true, yet not ſo ruſtic, but that I know how 
to converſe with men as well as beaſts,” I firmly 
believe what you ſay, replied the curate, for, I myſelf 
have experienced that the mountains produce learned 
men, and tt at philoſophers are to be found within the 

| | * e 
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ſhepherd's cot.” * At leaſt, reſumed the goat-herd, 
the cottage may contain thoſe who are warned by woe- 
ful experience; and to convince you feelingly, that 
what I allege is true, I, though undeſired, and ſelt- 
invited, ſaving the good pleaſure of this good company, 


intreat a moment's hearing, while I recount a true ſtory, 


which will confirm what that gentleman (pointing to 
the curate) and 1 have obſerved.” 


To this propoſal Don Quixote replied : © As this 


affair ſeems to bear ſomething of the ſhadow of an ad- 
venture, I, for my part, will gladly give yon the hear- 
ing, brother, and ſo will all thoſe gentlemen who are 
perſons of taſte, and lovers of curious novels, that 
ſurprize, delight and entertain the ſenſible hearer; for, 
I hope your ſtory will certainly produce theſe agreeable 
effects: begin then, friend; we are all attention.” 
“% By your leave, cried Sancho, I will e'en betake my- 
ſelf, with this piece of paſty, to yonder brook, and lay 


in ſtore for three days; for, I have heard my maſter 


Don Quixote obſerve, that the ſquire of a knight-errant 
ought to eat as often and as much as he can; becanſe 
they are frequently ſo bewildered in woods and foreſts, 
that it will take them ſix whole days to diſengage them- 
ſelves; and if a man's belly or his bags be not well- 


lined with proviſion, there he may ſtay, as he often 


does, till he withers into perpe& mummy.” Lou are 


in the right, Sancho, ſaid the knight, go where you 
will, and eat as much as you pleaſe; for, my own 
part, my groſſer appetite is ſatisfied, and now 1 want 
refreſhment for the mind, which I ſhall enjoy in liſten- 
ing to this honeſt countryman's ſtory.” ** We thall all 
ſhare in the repaſt,” replied the canon, who intreate 
the peaſant to perform his promiſe. | "4 
Then the goat-herd gave the goat which he held by 
the horns, two ſlaps on the buttocks, ſaying, © Lie 
down by my ſide, you ſpeckled nanny; we ſhall have 
time enough to return to the fold.” The creature 
ſeemed to underſtand his meaning; for, he was no 


ſooner ſet, than ſhe lay down very quietly, and lock - 


ing in his face, gave him to underſtand that ſhe was 
attentive to what he was going to ſay; upon which, 


he began his ſtory, in theſe words: 
* C HAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


The ſtory which the goat-herd recounted to the eon- 


ductors of Don Quixote. 


HRE E leagues from this valley ſtands: a vil- 

lage, which tho' ſmall, is one of the richeſt 
in all this country; and therein dwelt a farmer 
in great repute: and albeit, teſpect follows worldly 
wealth, he was more beloved ſor his virtue than reſ- 
pected for his riches; but What he regarded as the beſt 
part of his good fortune, (as he himſelt was wont to ſay) 
was a daughter he had, of ſuch exceeding beauty, rare 
diſcretion, modeſty and grace, that every one who ſaw 


and knew her, marvelled at the happy talefits with 
which heaven and nature had enriched her body and her 


ſoul: in the cradle ſhe was handſome, and continually 
increaſed in beauty, till at the age of ſixteen, ſhe was 
x moſt enchanting creature: the fame of her charms, 
began to ſpread over all the neighbouring villages z 
but, what need I ſay the neighbouring villages lit ex- 
tended to diſtant cities, and even made its way into the 
king's court, filling the ears of all ſorts of people, who 
came from all parts, to ſee her, as if ſhe had been ſome 
great curioſity, or miracle-working image. Her father 
watched over her with great care, and ſhe took great 


care of herſelf; for, truly, a: maiden's on prudent re- 


ſerve is a better guard upon her conduct thamall the 
bolts and ſpies and padiocks upon earth. The father's 
wealth, and the daughter's beauty moved a great many 
people both of. town and country, to demand her in 
marriage; but he, like one who - has the diſpoſal of a 
rich jewel, was perplexed in his mind, and could not 
determine in favour of any one of the infinite number 
that ſolicited his conſent. Among the croud of her 
ſuitors, - I was one, who conceived great and flattering 
hopes of ſucceſs ; becauſe her father knew me to be 
his townfman, of an honeſt family, in the flower of my 
age, rich in wealth, and in point of underſtanding not 
very poor. She was alſo courted by another young 
man of our town, who was in every reſped my equal; 

| ſo, 
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fo, that her father was perplexed, and wavered in his 
choice; becauſe he thought his daughter would be 
well beſtowed upon either of us: wherefore, in order 
to deliver himſelf from this ſuſpenſe, he reſolved to 
communicate our demands to Leandra, (for, that is 
the name of this wealthy maiden, who hath. made me 
miſerable;) and fince we were equal in all qualifications, 
to refer the whole affair to the choice and decifion of 
his beloved daughter. An example worthy to be fol- 
lowed by every father in the ſettlement of his children: 
not that I wou'd have parents leave them to their own 


choice, in __ that are manifeſtily wicked and baſe; 


but, firſt propoſe a number of prudent ſchemes, out of 


which they may be allowed to fix upon that which is 


moſt to their liking. I know not to which of us Lean- 
dra gave the preference; this only I know, that her 
father put us off, on pretence of his daughter's tender 
years, in general terms, which neither laid him under 
any obligation, nor gave us any cauſe of complaint. I 
think proper to tell you, that I am called Eugenio, and 


my rival Anſelmo, that you may be acquainted with 


the names of the perſons principally concerned in this 
tragedy, which is ſtill depending: tho? one may eaſily 
fo reſee, that it muſt have a melancholy end. 

But, to return to my ſtory : juſt about that time, 
there came to our town one Vincent de la Roſa, the 
ſon of a poor labouring man that lived in the village; 
this Vincent, who was juſt returned from being a ſol- 
dier in Italy, and other foreign parts, bad been carried 
away, when he was a boy about twelve years of age, 
by a captain that chanced to march thro? the town 
with his company; and now, after an abſence of ano- 
ther dozen of years, he returned, in the garb of a ſol- 
dier, pirked up in a thouſand colours, and bedecked 
with a power of glaſs toys and lender chains of ſteel. 


To-day, he dreſſed . himſelf out in one gay ſuit; to- 


morrow in another: but, all his finery .or gewgaws 
were of little weight or value, 'The labouring poopie, 
who are naturally malicious, nay, when idleneſs gi 
them opportunity, downright malice itſelf, obſerved 
and took an exact account of all his ornaments and fine 
apparel, and found that he had no more than three E 
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of different colours, with garters and hoſe; but, he 
found means to diſguiſe them by ſuch inventions, that 
one who had not been at the pains to detect him, would 
have ſworn that he had appeared in more than ten 
different dreſſes, and in upwards of twenty plumes of 
feathers ;_ and you muſt not think it impertinent or 
foolith in me, to give you this account of his cloaths, 
becauſe they bear a conſiderable ſhare in.the ftory. He 
uſed to ſeat himſelf upon a ſtone, under a tall peplar 
that grew in our market place, and there keep us all 
gaping around him, at the exploits which he recounted : 
if you would take his word for it, there was not a 
country on the face of the earth, which he had not ſeen, 
nor a battle in which he had not ſerved; he had killed 
a greater number of Moors than ever Tunis or Moroc- 
co produced; and by his own account, fought more 
ſingle combats than were ever maintained by Gante, 
Luna, Diego Garcia de Paredez, and a thouſand more 
whom he named, gaining the victory in each, without 
loſing one ſingle drop of his blood: then, he would 
ſhew the marks of wounds, which tho? not to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed, he gave us to underſtand, - were the effects 
of muſket-ſhot he had received in different actions and 
encounters : finally, with incredible arrogance, he uſed 
to thou his own equals, even thoſe who knew his ex- 
tration, and ſay that his own arm was his father, his 
family the work of his own hands, and being a ſoldier, 
he owed nothing even to the king himſelf : with all this 
boaſting, he knew ſomething of muſic, and could thrum 
upon the guitarre, ſo as that ſome people ſaid he made 
it ſpeak ; but his talents did not end here, for, he was 
alſo a piece of a poet, and wrote ballads a league and a 
half long, upon every ſilly trifle that happened in the 
village, Well then, this ſoldier whom I have deſcribed, 
this Vincent de la Roſa, this Braggadocia, this gallant, 
this muſician, and poet, was often ſeen and obſerved 
by Leandra from the window. of her apartment, that 
looked towards the market-place : ſhe was captivated 
by the tinſel of his gaudy cloaths, and enchanted by his 
ballads; « for, he gave away. twenty copies of each 
that he compoſed ; the feats he related of himſelt, 
reached her ears; in ſhort, (as the devil himſelf muſt 

5 : certainly 
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certainly have ordained) ſhe fell in love with him, even 
before ha had the preſumption to make any attempt, 
upon her heart; and as in the affairs of Jove, every 
thing is eaſily accompliſhed, by the man who is already in 
poſſeſſion of the woman's affection, Leandra and Vin- 
cent ſoon came to a right underſtanding ; and before 
any one of her numerous admirers had the leaſt inkling 
of her inclination, ſhe had already gratified it, by leav- 
ing the houſe of her loving and indulgent father, (mo- 
ther ſhe had none) and running away with the ſoldier, 
who triumphed in that enterprize, and more effectually 
than in any one he had ever undertaken. 

This event filled not only the whole village, but like- 
wiſe all who heard of, it, with admiration, I, for m 
part, was amazed, Anſelmo aſtoniſhed, the father over- 
whelmed with ſorrow, and the relations with ſhame. 
Juſtice, however, being ſolicited, the troopers imme- 
diately took the road, examined every copſe and thicket 
thereabouts, and after a ſearch of three days, found 
the giddy Leandra in the cave of a mountain, naked 
to the ſmock, and ſtripped of a great quantity of mo- 
ney and precious jewels, which ſhe had carried off when 
ſhe made her eſcape : when ſhe: was brought back to 
the preſence of her afflicted father, and queſtioned about 
her misfortune, ſhe frankly owned that Vincent de la 
Roſa had impoſed upon her; that, under promiſe of 
marriage, he had perſuaded her to forſake her father's 
houſe, promiſing to conduct her to Naples, which, he 
ſaid, was the moſt beautiful and flouriſhing city in the 
whole world ; that ſhe inadvertently, and fondly be- 
lieved his falſe profeſſions, and robbing her ſather, put 
herſelf under his protection that ſame night ſhe was 
miſſed, when he carried her to a rocky mountain, and 
confined, her in the cave where the was found: ſhe 
likewiſe affirmed that the ſoldier, without making any 
attempt upon her virtue, had ſtripped her of all ſhe 
had, and left her in that forlorn condition; a citcum- 
ſtance that ſurprized all who heard it, the ſoldier's con- 
tinence being ſo incredible; but, ſhe inſiſted upon it 
with ſuch earneſt afſeveration, that the diſconſolate 
father was in ſome ſort comforted, making little account 
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of the money he had loſt, ſince his daughter was al- 
lowed to keep the jewel which, when once loſt, there 
is no hope of retreiving,. _ q 2 

The ſame day that Leandra appeared, her father re- 
moved her from our eyes, and ſhut her up in a monaſ- 
tery of a neighbouring town, hoping that time would 
efface ſome part of the bad opinion his daughter had 
incurred : the tender years of Leandra ſerve as an ex- 
cuſe for her miſconduQ, eſpecially with thoſe who are 
not concerned in the affair; but, thoſe who know her 
diſcretion and good ſenſe, do not aſcribe her fault to 
ignorance, but to meer levity, and the natural .diſpo- 
ſition of women, which is always injudicious and im- 
perfect. Leandra being thus ſechred, Anſelmo's eyes 
were blind to every thing that could yield him pleaſure ; 
and mine remained in darkneſs, without the leaſt glimpſe 


of light to direct them to any agreeable. object: the 


abſence of Leandra increaſed our affliction, and exhauſt- 
ed our patience ; we curſed the ſoldier's finery, and 
exclaimed againſt her father's want of care ; at length, 
we agreed to quit the village, and repair to this valley, 
where he feeding a yaſt flock of ſheep, which are his 
own property, and I tending a numerous fold of goats, 
which are alſo mine, we ſpend our lives under the cool 
ſhade of lofty - trees, and give vent to our paſſion, ei- 
ther by ſinging, in concert, the praiſe. or diſpraiſe of the 
beautiful Leandra, or each by himſelf, ſighing in the 
lonely grove, and ejaculating his complaint to heaven. 


In imitation of us, many more of Leandra's lovers have 


betaken themſelves to theſe rugged mountains, and the 
exerciſe of the ſame employment; ſo that this ſpot 
feems to be transformed into a paſtoral Arcadia, every 
field being crowded with ſhepherds and folds, and every 
corner reſounding with the name of the fair Leandra. 


One curſes and calls her fickle, inconſtant and immodeſt ; 


a ſecond condemns her credulity and lightneſs of beha- 
viour; a third acquits and forgives her, while ſhe is 
arraigned and reproached by a fourth; ſome celebrate 
her beauty; others find fault with her diſpoſition ; in 
ſhort, ſhe is cenſured and adored by them all; nay, to 
ſuch a pitch hath their extravagance riſen, that _w of 
| tnem 
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them complain of her diſdain, tho* they never ſpoke to 
her: and others, in their lamentations, pretend to feel 
the rage of jealouſy, which is a paſſion ſhe never in- 
ſpired ; for, as I have already mentioned, her fault was 
known before her inclination was ſuſpected: there is 
not the hollow of a rock, the margin of a rill, nor the 
ſhade of a tree, that is not occupied by ſome ſhepherd, 
recounting his misfortune to the winds ; wherever an 
echo can be formed, it repeats the name of Leandra ; 
the hills reſound with Leandra ; the rivulets murmur 
Leandra : in ſhort,” Leandra keeps us all enchanted and 
perplexed, hoping we know not how, and dreading we 
know not what. Among the wrongheaded ſociety, he 
that ſhews the leaſt, tho* he has To greateſt ſhare of 
judgment, is my rival Anſelmo, who notwithſtanding 
all the cauſe he has to be diſſatisfied, complains of ab- 
ſence only, turning his lamentation to the ſound of a 
rebec, which he touches with admirable ſkill, in verſes 
that ſhew the excellence of his genius : I follow a more 
eaſy,” and, in my opinion, a wiſer courſe ; namely, to 
inveigh againſt the levity of the female ſex ; their fickle- 
neſs, their double dealing, their rotten promiſes, their 
broken faith; and finally, their want of judgment in 
beſtowing their affections. Theſe, gentlemen, are my 
reaſons for the diſcourſe you heard me addreſs to my 
goat, whom (becauſe ſhe is a female). I deſpiſe, altho? 
ſhe be the beſt of the fold; this is the ſtory i 
to recount ; and if I have been prolix in the narration, 
I ſhall not be brief in what ſervice you ſhall pleaſe to 
command : hard by is my cottage, in which I have 
Jour of new milk, and moſt ſayoury cheeſe, with a- 
bundance of the fruit in ſeaſon, no ef agreeable to 
the taſte than to the view, | 
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Of the quarrel that N between Don Quixote 


and the goat-herd, with the curious adventure of the 
diſciplinants, which the knight happily atchieved 
with the ſweat of his brow, $4 


FIR HIS gory of the goat-herd gave infinite pleaſure 
1 to all that heard it, eſpecially to the canon, who 
obierved, with admiration, his manner of relating it, as 


. diſtant from the ruſtic phraſe of a peaſant, as neat ap- 


progeput to the polite Nile of a courtier ; and therefore, 
e ſaid the curate had juſtly obſerved, that the moun- 
tains ſometimes produced learned men. Every body 
made proffers of ſervice to Eugenio, but, he that ſhew- 
ed himſelf moſt liberal in compliment, was Don Quix- 
ote, who ſaid to him, © Truly, brother goat-herd, were 
it poſſible for me to undertake any new adventure, I 
would forthwith ſet forward in your behalf, and deliver 
Leandra from that monaſtery, in which the is, doubtleſs, 
detained againſt her will, in ſpite of the abbeſs and all 
that ſhould oppoſe my deſign ; and would put her into 
your hands to be treated according to your good will 
and pleaſure, ſo far as is confiſtent with the laws of 
chivalry, - by which all damſels are protected from 
wrongs: tho? I hope in God, that a malicious enchan- 


ter ſhall not ſo far prevail, but, that he may be excelled 
in power, by another of a more righteous diſpoſition ; 


and then, you may depend upon my favour and aſſiſt- 


ance, according to the duty of my profeſſion, which is 


no other than to ſuccour the wretched and the weak.” 
The goat-herd ſtared at Don Quixote, and being 
ſtruck with admiration at his rueful aſpect and diſhe- 
velled locks, ſaid to the barber who ſat near him,“ Sig- 
nor, pray, who is that man who looks and talks ſo 
wildly ??? “ Who ſhould it be, anſwered the barber, but 
the renowned Don Quixote de la Mancha, the redreſſer 
of grievances, the pi pron of wrongs, the protector of 
damſels, the terror of giants, and thunderbolt of war?“ 
That diſcourſe, replied the peaſant, puts me in _ 
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of thoſe books which treats of knights-errant, who were 
commonly ine by ſuch titles as you beſtow on 
that man: but, I ſuppoſe, you are pleaſed to be merry, 
or elſe, the apartments of this poor gentleman's ſkull 
are but indifferently furniſhed,” _ . 
Lou are a moſt impudent raſcal | (cried the knight, 
overhearing what he ſaid) it is your ſkull that is unfur- 
niſhed and unſound ; but, mine is more pregnant than 
the abominable whore that brought you forth.” 80 
ſaying, he ſnatched up a loaf, and flung it at the goat- 
herd with ſuch fury, that he levelled his noſe with his 
face, x 
Eugenio who did not underſtand raillery, finding him- 
ſelf maltreated in earneſt, without any reſpect for the 
carpet, table-cloth or company, leaped upon the knight, 
and laying hold of his collar, with both hands, would 
certainly have ſtrangled him, if Sancho Panza had not 
that inſtant ſprung to his maſter's aſſiſtance, and pulling 
his antagoniſt backwards tumbling him over upon the 
table, where plates, cups, viauals, wine, and all went 
to wreck. Don Quixote finding himſelf diſengaged, 
aroſe, and in his turn, got upon the goat- herd, who be- 
ing battered by the maſter, and kicked by the man, was 
_ Treeping about on all four, in queſt of a table-knife, 
with which he intended to take ſome bloody revenge; 
but, was prevented by the canon and curate ; the bar- 
ber, however, managed matters ſo, as that he got the 
knight under him, when he rained- ſuch a ſhower of 
Kicks and cuffs upon his carcaſe, that our hero's coun- 
tenance was as much overflowed with blood as his 
own: the curate and canon were ready to burſt with 
laughing, the troopers capered about with joy, and the 
whole company halloo'd according to the practice of 
the ſpectators, when two dogs are engaged; Sancho 
Panza alone was diſtracted, becauſe he could nar get 
out of the clutches of one of the canon's ſervants, who 
hindered him from aſſiſting his maſter. In fine, when 


every body was thus regaled and rejoiced, except the 


combatants, who worried each other, they heard a 
trumpet utter ſuch a melancholy note, that they could 
not help turning their heads, and looking W 
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place from whence the ſound ſeemed to come; but, he 
on whom it made the greateſt impreſſion was Don Quix- 
ote, who, tho” lying under his antagoniſt, very much 
againſt, his inclination, and more than ſufficiently pum- 
melled, ſaid to the goat-herd, Brother devil, (for, 
ſure thou can'ſt be nothing elſe, who haſt ſtrength and 
valour ſufficient to overcome my efforts) I beg a truce 
for one hour only; becauſe: the doleful ſound of that 
trumpet which ſalutes our ears, ſeems to ſummon me 
to ſome new adventure,” | | | | 
The goat-herd being by this time heartily tired of 
drubbing, as well as of being drubbed, immediately 
complied with his requeſt, and Don Quixote 2 up, 
directed his view towards the place whence the found 
ſeemed to iſſue, where he deſcried a great number of 
people dreſſed in white, like diſciplinants, coming down 
the ſide of a neighbouring hill, That year the heavens 
had withholden refreſhing ſhowers from the earth; and 
thro? all the villages of that diſtri the people inſtituted 
proceſſions, diſciplines and prayers, beſeeching God to 
open the fountains of his mercy, and favour them with 
rain: for this purpoſe, the inhabitants of a neighbour- 
ing village were then going in proceſſion, to a holy her- 
mitage, built on an eminence that ſkirted the valley; 
and Don Quixote ſeeing the ſtrange dreſs of diſcipli- 
nants $, without recollecting that he had ever ſeen ſuch 
habits before, concluded the whole to be an adventure, 
which it was the province of him as a knight-errant to 
atchieve: what ſerved to confirm him in this notion, was 
an image cloathed in black, which was carried before 
them, and which he ſuppoſed to be ſome princeſs, 
whom thoſe diſcourteous robbers were carrying off 
by force. - EE + 
This whim no ſooner entered his brain, than he ran 
with great agility to Rozinante, who was feeding very 
+ quietly, and taking the bridle and ſhield, which hung 
upon the pummel of the ſaddle, clapt the bit in his 
mouth in a twinkling, and demanding his ſword from 
Sancho, mounted his ſteed and braced his target, cal- 
ling aloud to the company. Now, honourable gentle- 
| men 
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men, ye ſhall perceive the importance of thoſe who 
profeſs the order of knight-errantry | now, I ſay, ye 
ſhall, in the deliverance of that excellent lady, who is 
at preſent a captive, behold how much knight-errants 
ought to be eſteemed.” 

80 ſaying, he clapt heels to Rozinante, (ſpurs he had 
none) and at a hand-gallop, (for, we do not find in this 
true hiſtory, that ever Rozinante went full ſpeed) rode 
up to attack the diſciplinants, Tho' the canon, curate 
and barber made efforts to detain him, they found it 
impracticable: he was even deaf to the cries of Sancho, 
who bawled with great vociferation:“ Where are you 
going, ſignor Don . 0 what devil poſſeſſes 
and provokes you to act againſt our catholic faith! 
take notice a plague upon me! take notice that this 
1s no other than a proceſſion of diſciplinants, and that 
lady carried on the bier the bleſſed image of the imma- 
culate virgin ! Conſider, ſignor, what you are about; 
for, ſure Iam you do not know | 

In vain did Sancho ſtrain his lungs : his maſter was 
ſo intent upon overtaking the apparitions, and ſetting 
the lady in black at liberty, that he heard not one ſyl. 
lable; nor-if he had, would he have returned, even if 
the king had commanded him ſo to do. When he ap- 
proached the proceſſion, he ſtopped Rozinante, who 
was already out of breath, and with a hoarſe diſordered 
voice, pronounced, © You there, who, perhaps, diſ- 
gue yourſelves tor no good, ſtop, and give ear to what 

am going to ſay.” 

Thoſe who carried the image were the firſt that halt- 
ed, and one of the four prieſts who ſung the litanies, 
obſerving the ſtrange aſpect of Don Quixote, the lean- 
neſs of Rozinante, with other ridiculous circumſtances 
belonging to both, anſwered in theſe words: Friend, 
if you have any thing to ſay, ſpeak quickly; for, thefe 
our brethren are all this while ſcourging their own fleſh, 
and we cannot, nor is it reaſonable: we ſhould, tarry to 
hear any thing that cannot be comprehended in two 
words. „I will comprehend what I have to ſay in 
one, replied the knight; and it is this: I command 


you, inſtantly to ſet free that beautiful lady, whoſe 
Vor. II. M | tears 
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tears and melancholy deportment clearly demonſtrate 


that you are carrying her off, contrary to her inclina- 


tion, after having done her ſome notorious wrong ; and 
I, who was born to redreſs ſuch grievances, will not 
ſuffer you to proceed one ſtep farther, until ſhe ſhall 
have obtained that liberty ſhe deſerves ?? 

From theſe words, concluding that he muſt be ſome 
madman, all of them began to laugh very heartily ; 
and their mirth acting as a train of gunpowder to the 
knight's choler, he diew his ſword, and without utter= 
ing another word, attacked the bearers, one of whom, 
leaving his ſhare of the load to his companions, oppoſed 
himſelt to this aggreſſor, brandiſhing a fork or pole, on 
which (when they were wearied) they ſupported the 
bier. Don Quixote, with a furious backſtroke, cut this 
implement in two ; but, with the piece which remained 
in the hand of the defendant, received ſuch a thwack 
upon the ſhoulder above his ſword-arm, that his buck- 
ler was unable to ſuſtain the ſhock of ſuch a rude aſ- 
ſault, and down came the poor knight, in a moſt la- 
mentable condition. 

Sancho Panza, who came puffing after his maſter, 
ſeeing him fall, called aloud to his antagoniſt to for- 
bear; for, he was a poor enchanted knight, who had 
never done the leaſt harm to man, woman, or child : 
but, the peaſant's forbearance was not owing to this ex- 
clamation of the ſquire, ſo much as to the ſituation of 
Don Quixote, who neither moved hand nor foot; ſo 
that believing he had done his buſineſs, he haſtily gather- 
ed up his frock, and fled through the field as nimble as 
a buck. By this time, the whole company were come 
up to the place where Don Quixote lay; and thoſe 
belonging to the proceſſion, ſeeing ſo many people run- 
ning towards them, accompanied by the troopers with 
their croſs-bows, began to be in dread of ſome miſ- 
chicvous event, and formed themſelves into a circle a- 
round the image; then the diſciplinants wielding their 
ſcourges, and the prieſts their long tapers, waited the 
aſſault, with full determination to defend themſelves, 
and, if poſſible, act offenſively againſt all who ſhould at- 
tack them. But fortune diſpoſed of things more Nel 
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rably, than they expected; for, all that Sancho did, 
was to throw himſelf upon the body of his maſter, who, 
he believed, was actually dead, and utter the moſt dole- 
ful and ludicrous lamentation that ever was heard. The 
curate was immediately known by a brother of the cloth, 
who belonged to the proceſſion, and this: acquaintance 
diſpelled the apprehenſion which both ſquadrons had 
begun to conceive, Our licentiate told his friend, in a 
few words, who Don Quixote was, upon which he was 
joined by the whole croud of diſciplinants, who went to 
fee whether or not the poor knight was dead, and heard 
Sancho Panza, with tears in his eves, lamenting in theſe 
words: O! Flower of chivalry, who, by the ſingle 
ſtroke of a Cudgel haſt finiſhed the career of thy well- 
ſpent life! O! thou honour of thy family, thou glory 
of la Mancha, ay, and of the whole world, which be- 
ing deprived of thee, will ſoon be filled with evil doers, 
who will proſper without fear of chaſtiſement for their 
wicked deeds! Oh! thou waſt more liberal than all the 
Alexanders that ever lived! for, thou gaveſt me, for 
eight months ſervice only, the beſt iſland that ever the 
ſea ſurrounded. Oh! thou waſt humble with the 
haughty, and haughty with the humble, tempting dan- 
gers, enduring diſgraces, in love without cauſe, imita- 
ting the good, ſcourging the wicked, a profeſſed enemy 
to every thing that was baſe; in ſhort, a knight-errant, 
and that is every thing in one word !” 

The cries and groans of Sancho revived his maſter, 
and the firſt words he pronounced were theſe : “ He 
who is condemned to live abſent from thee, moſt amia- 
ble Dulcinea! is ſubjected to much greater hardſhips 
than theſe, Friend Sancho, help to lay me on the in- 
chanted car, for, I am incapable of preſſing Rozinante's 
faddle, this whole ſhoulder being cruſhed to pieces.” 
% That Tl do very willingly, dear maſter, replied the 
ſquire, and let us return to our own habitation, in com- 
pany of theſe gentlemen, who with you well; and there 
we will lay a ſcheme for another ſally, which, I hope, 
will be more fortunate and creditable.” “ You are in 
the right, Sancho, replied Don Quixote, and it will be 
very prudent in us to let the malign influence of the 


ſtars paſs over.“ | 
| M 2 'The 


263 Tur LITE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book IV. 


The canon, curate and barber approved of his inten- 
tion, and being extremely diverted with the ſquire's 
ſimplicity, conveyed the knight to his former ſituation 
in the waggon. The proceſſion was formed anew, and 
ſet forward accordingly z the goat-herd took his leave of 
the company, the troopers being unwilling to go far - 
ther, were paid by the curate for their trouble; the 
canon having intreated the prieſt to inform him by let- 
ter, of Don Quixote's fate, with regard to the conti- 
nuation or cure of his extravagance, bad him farewel, 
and proceeded on his journey ; in ſhort, there was a 

eneral ſeparation, till at length the curate, barber, 
Don uixote and Panza were left by themſelves, with 
the truſty Rozinante, who, with the patience of his 
maſter, bore and beheld every thing that paſſed. 

'The waggoner yoking his oxen, accommodated the 
knight with a truſs of hay, and with his uſual phlegm 
jogged on, according to the prieſt's directions, till, at 
the end of ſix days, they arrived at their own village, 
which they entered about noon 3 and it chancing to be 
Sunday, the market-place through which they were 
obliged to paſs was crouded with people, who running 
to ſec what was in the cage, recogoized their townſman, 
and were ſtruck with aſtoniſhment. A boy ran imme- 
diately to his houſekeeper and niece, whom when he 
informed of their maſter's arrival, in a moſt meagre, 
withered condition, ſtretched upon a truſs of hay, in 
a waggon; it was a piteous thing to hear the cries that 
were uttered by theſe worthy ladies, who buffetted 
themſelves through vexation, and vented bitter curſes 
againſt the wicked books of chivalry ; which lamenta- 
tions, buffetings and curſes were repeated with greater 
violence than ever, when they ſaw the knight enter his 
own gate. | 

Sancho Panza's wife, who had got intimation, that 
he was gone with Don Quixote in quality of his ſquire, 
hearing of their return, ran ſtraight to her huſband, and 
the firſt queſtion ſhe aſked, was, Whether or not the 
aſs was in good health? when the ſquire anſwered that 
the aſs was in better health than his maſter, * Thanks 
be to God, cried ſhe, for that and all his other mercies. 


But, 
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But, now tell me, friend, what good you have got by 
your ſquireſhip? Have you brought home a new petti- 
coat for me, or ſhoes for your children?” “ I have 
brought no ſuch matters, my dear, replied Sancho, but, 
things of greater conſideration and importance,” © 1 
am glad of that, with all my heart, faid the wife ; 1 
pray, ſhew me theſe things of greater conſideration and 
importance, that the ſight of them may rejoice my heart, 
which hath been ſo ſad and diſcontented all the weary 
time of your being away.” © You ſhall ſee them at 
home, anſwered Sancho ; and heark'ee, wife, make 
yourſelf eaſy for the preſent, tor an it pleaſe God, that 
we ſet out again in queſt of adventures, you ſhall ſpee- 
dily behold your huſband an earl, or governor of an 
iſland; I don't mean your common iſlands, but, one of 
the beſt that ever was ſeen,” “ The Lord in heaven 
grant it, huſband ! for I am ſure we have need enough 
of ſuch windfalls: but, tell me, what is an Iſland; for, 
truly, I know not the meaning of the word,” “ Hone 

was not made for the mouth of an als, ſaid the ſquire; 
you ſhall ſee what it is, all in good time, my dear; ay, 
and admire to hear all your vaſſals call you, my lady.” 
„What is that you ſay, Sancho, of ladies, iflands, and 
vaſſals ?” ctied Joan Panza ; for, that was the name of : 
the ſquire's wife, though ſhe was not related to Sancho 
before marriage; but, it is the cuſtom in la Mancha, for 
the women to take the names of their huſbands. ** Don't 
be in ſuch a hurry to know every thing, Joan, replied 
the ſquire ; it is ſufficient that I tell thee nothing but 
truth; let this therefore Nop that mouth of thine : 
mean time, however, I care not if I tell thee, that it 
is one of the molt pleaſant occupations in the world, 
for an honourable perſon like me, to be ſquire to a 
knight-errant, when he is in queſt of adventures. True 
it is, the greateſt part of them do not fall out quite ſo 
much to one's liking as one could with ; for, out of an 
hundred in which we are engaged, ninety-nine are ge- 
nerally croſs and "unfortunate, That I know by expe- 
rience, having been ſometimes threſhed and ſometimes 
blanketted : but, howſoever, it is a curious paſtime 
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to be always in expectation of adventures, croſſing huge 
mountains, ſearching woods, climbing rocks, viſiting 
caſtles, lodging at inns, where we live at rack and 
manger, and the devil a farthing to pay.” 

While this converſation paſſed between Sancho and 
his wife, the houſekeeper and niece received Don Quix- 
ote, whom they undreſſed and put to bed in his old 
chamber, while he eyed them aſkance, without being 
able to comprehend where he was. The curate las 
his injunctions on the niece, to cheriſh her uncle with 
great tenderneſs, and charged them both, to take efpe- 
cial care, that he might not eſcape again, giving them 
an account of the trouble he had been at, in bringing 
him back to his own houſe. Here they raiſed their 
voices again, in concert, renewing their curſes upon the 
books of chivalry, and beſeeching heaven to confound 
the authors of ſuch madneſs and lies, to the loweſt pit 
of hell: in ſhort, they were half diſtracted with the 
apprehenſion of loſing him again, as ſoon as his health 
ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed; and this was actually the 
caſe, | 

But the author of this hiſtory, although he inquired 
with the utmoſt curioſity and diligence, concerning the 
actions of Don Quixote, in his third ſally, could never 
find any ſatisſactory and authentic account of them; 
only, fame hath preſerved ſome memoirs in la Mancha, 
by which it appears, that Don Quixote, when he ſet 
out the third time, went to Saragoſſa, where he was 
preſent at a moſt celebrated tournament, in which, 
many things happened to him worthy of his genius and 
valour : but, with regard to his death and burial, he 
could obtain no information, and muſt have remained 
entirely ignorant of that event, had he not luckily met 
with an old phyſician, who had in his cuſtody a leaden 
box, which he ſaid he found under the foundation of an 
ancient hermitage that was repairing. This box con- 
tained ſome ſkins of parchment, on which were written 
in Gothic characters, and Caſtilian verſe, many of our 
knight's exploits, with a deſcription of Dulcinea's beau- 
ty, Rozinante's figure, Sancho's fidelity, and Don Quix- 
ote's 
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ote's own funeral, celebrated by divers epitaphs, and 
panegyrics on his life and morals. All that could be 
read and fairly copied, are thoſe which are here inſert— 
ed by the faithful author of this new and. ſurpriſing 
hiſtory, who, in recompence for the immenſe trouble 
he had undergone in his inquiries, and in examining the 
archives of la Mancha, that he might publiſh it with 
more certainty, defires the reader to favour him with 
the ſame credit which intelligent perſons give to thoſe 
books of chivalry that paſs ſo currently in the the world; 
and herewith he will reſt fully ſatisfied; and perhaps, 
be animated to ſearch after, and find out other hiſto- 
ries, if not as authentic, at leaſt as full of invention 
and entertainment. 


The verſes which were written in the firſt ſkin of 


parchment found in the leaden box, were theſe. 


The academicians of Argamaſilla, a town of 


la Mancha, on the life and death of the 
valiant Don Quixote de la Mancha, hoc 
ſcripſerunt. 


Monicongo, academician of Argamaſilla, on the ſe- 
pulture of Don Quixote. | 


EPI FN PH. 


HF, bully that la Mancha deck'd 
With ſpoils that ſhame the Cretan Jaſon, 

W hoſe judgment ripe, and wit uncheck'd 

The trumpet of. renown ſhall blaſon ;. 
That arm, whoſe valour did extend 

To Gaeta, from remote Cathay, 
That muſe which did the welkin rend 

With verſe which brazen plates diſplay - | 
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He who to Amadis turncd tail, 
And ceem'd Galaor a meer baby, 
Whoſe gallantry did fo prevail, 
As thew*d ev*n Belianis ſhabby; 
He that on Rozinante rode, | 
Now mingles with this clay-cold clod ! 


| Paniguado, academician of Argamaſilla, in praiſe of 
Dulcinea del Toboſo. 


S O N G. 


4 b "HE maid you ſee with cheeks ſo blouzy, 
High-cheſted, vigorous and frouzy, 
Dulcinea, tam'd Toboſo's princeſs, 
Don Quixote's gen'rous flame evinces : 
For her, on foot, he did explore 
The ſable mountain o'er and o'er, 
Through many a weary field did halt, 
And all through Rozinante's fault, 
| Hard fate ! that ſuch a dame ſhould die 
In ſpite of him and chivalry ; 
That he, whoſe deeds ev'n ſtones proclaim, 
Should mourn a diſappointed flame ! 


Caprichoſo, a moſt ingenious academician of Arga— 
maſilla, in praile of Rozinante the renowned ſteed 
of Don Quixote de la Mancha, 


N a proud trunk of Adamant, 
Whoſe bloody branches ſmell'd of war, 
La Mancha's frantic wight did plant 
His ſtandard glitt'ring from afar. 
There hung his arms; there gleamed his ſword, 
That wont to level, hack and hew, 


Yet 
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Yet ſhall the wond'ring muſe afford 
For new exploits, a ſtile that's new. 
Let Gaul of Amadis be proud, 
Greece boaſt the champions ihe hath bore ; 
Don Quixote triumphs o'er the croud 
Of all the warlike knights of yore. 
For, neither Gaul nor Greece can vie 
With fam'd La Mancha chivalry. 
Ev'n Rozinante wears the bay; 
Let Brilladore and Bayard bray. 


Burlador, an Argamaſillecian academician, on Sancho 
Panza. 


NG. 


L RE Sancho view of body ſmall, 
But great in worth, in action clear, 

i he beſt and ſimplieſt ſquire of all 

The world &er ſaw, I vow and ſwear. 
An earl he ſurely might have been, 

Had not this knaviſh age of braſs, 
With inſolence and envious ſpleen, 

Conſpir'd againſt himand his aſs ! 
That afs, on which he gently trotted 

At gentle Rozinante's tail; 
Vain man! with flatt'ring hope beſotted, 

How, in a dream, thy proſpects fail 


Cachidiablo, academician of Argamaſilla, on the fe- 
pulture of Don Quixote. 


EP. 24 FP H;-- 


N Ro7inante's back 
The knight that whilome travePd, 
1 nro? highway, path, and track, 
35 here bemir'd and gravel'd: 


And 
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And cke as ſtiff as he, 

The block of Sancho Panza, 
A truſty ſquire, perdie | 

As ever mortal man ſaw, 


Tiquiloc, academician of Argamaſilla, on the ſepulture 
of Dulcinea del Toboſo. 


ERE lies Dulcinea once ſo plump, 
But, now her fat all melts away ; 
For death, with an inhuman thump, 
Has turn'd her into duſt and clay. 
Of a true breed ſhe ſurely ſprung, 
And wanted not external grace ; 
Don Quixote's heart with love the ſtung, 
And ſhone the giory of her race. 


Theſe were all the verſes which could be read; the 


reſt being worm-eaten were delivered to an academician, 


that he might attempt to unravel their meaning, by con- 
jecture. This taſk, we underſtand, he has performed 
with infinite pains and ſtudy, intending to publiſh them 
to the world, in expeQation of the third ſally of Don 


Quixote. 


« Foſſe altro cantera con miglior plectro.“ 


EN D of the FIRST PART. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME, | 


